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			This book is warmly dedicated to all of my friends everywhere, gentlemen and ladies alike, who need to finish that drink and go on home now.
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			On the following pages, over 130 subjects that are vital to the human experience are more or less arranged in the order in which Bubba himself might have thought them up while spending a reflective afternoon at Dottie’s Paradise Lounge.

		

	
		“WHO IS BUBBA?”

		THE QUESTION IS USUALLY ASKED BY your effete Easterners and West Coast ponytails who pretend to like trout pizza and fat novels written by Ecuadorians.

		Well, to start with, Bubba is not a Southern redneck who thinks a rented movie and a six-pack are quality entertainment.

		That happens to be a distorted view of Bubba, a view largely advanced by people who can’t appreciate the wisdom in a country song like “I Just Hope Those Honky-Tonks Don’t Kill Me Before I Live Myself to Death.”

		Granted, there is more than one Bubba from Georgia who has spray-painted his girlfriend’s name on an overpass, more than one Bubba from North Carolina who will list Jack Daniels among his 10 Most Admired People, and more than one Bubba from Texas whose wife’s hairdo got caught in a ceiling fan.

		But there is also more than one Bubba from Minneapolis who likes to do his Christmas shopping at Graceland, more than one Bubba from Chicago who has more appliances on his front porch than he does in his kitchen, and more than one Bubba from Rochester who has more curtains in his van than he has in his home.

		The fact is, Bubba is an attitude more than anything—and there are sensible people who sleep better at night because they realize that without Bubba’s attitude, biscuits and gravy might soon be run out of town by curried pumpkin soup, and then where would we be?

		Bubba knows. We would all be so “politically correct,” we would be marching in parades to protest battered lesbian seals, and eventually forced to refer to our halfbacks as African-American ball-carrier persons.

		This is primarily why all of your Bubbas, no matter where they come from, choose to embrace the same philosophy of life, which is:

		“There’s always one more sumbitch than you counted on.”

	
		
			Part One

			People Have Always Acted
Like That Whether You
Were There to Watch or not

		

	
		LIFE

		BUBBA THINKS LIFE IS A PRETTY good deal, all in all, especially on those days when a man’s got some money in his pocket and his Firebird has just come off the lube rack.

		He knows it’s a better deal for Americans than anybody else, of course. That’s because your American has things to be interested in—football, cheeseburgers, adultery, pantyhose commercials—which keep him from wanting to make trouble like your foreigners do.

		It’s Bubba’s guess that your trouble-making foreigners would enjoy life more if they didn’t have to argue all the time about Buddha or Mohammed or whether Jesus went to Heights or Poly.

		That’s when they’re not having to put up with earthquakes, tidal waves, volcanoes—that kind of thing.

		It’s too bad life treats foreigners this way, Bubba says, but better them than him.

		One thing they might do is try eating fewer fishheads.

	
		LOVE

		AVERY DIFFICULT THING FOR Bubba to talk about, as it is for most normal men, he believes.

		In fact, in all the years Bubba was married to Janie Ruth, he can’t recall that he ever really opened up his heart on the subject, except for those afternoons he was with Vicki Lynn Kilgore at the Shady Valley Motel.

	
		DEATH

		IT’S ABOUT THE MOST INCONVEnient thing there is, and Bubba doesn’t know anybody who actually enjoys it, although the Irish come close.

		Bubba learned to handle the prospect of death a little better after somebody told him about reincarnation.

		That got him to thinking about the life he once had with Sophia Loren and looking forward to his life with Priscilla Ann Thompson, the one who got away in high school.

	
		BABIES

		BUBAA LIKES BABIES A LOT —AS long as there is somebody around to make them shut the fuck up. He likes to pet a quiet little baby and watch it crawl around on the carpet and eat lint.

		Everybody ought to like babies, he says, because if it weren’t for babies, there wouldn’t be mankind as we know it.

		But babies should be left at home, Bubba believes. It truly amazes Bubba that you hardly ever see a baby in public that’s not with a fat young mother and raising all kinds of hell because it obviously doesn’t like nachos.

		Bubba wishes more fat young mothers would either stop having babies or leave them in the Sears containers on the tops of their cars when they go inside the mall.

	
		TODDLERS

		IN BUBBA’S CONSIDERED OPINION, toddlers are more fun than babies, and, to a degree, less trouble.

		For one thing, a toddler has practically become the same thing as a human being, and for another thing, a toddler is about to learn how to throw and catch a football.

		Bubba would caution you not to turn your back on a toddler for very long, however. That’s because a toddler’s idea of a swell time is to try to pull off the ears or poke out the eyes of a Yorkshire terrier.

		It’s better all the way around, as Bubba sees it, if your dog is bigger than your toddler, and fairly nimble.

	
		KIDS

		AKID IS SOMETHING THAT FALLS in there somewhere between a pine knot and a teenager. Kids aren’t old enough to wind up in jail yet, but they’re old enough to get their butts whipped if they get caught shoplifting or damaging a neighbor’s property.

		Most of the time, Bubba always thought his own kids were sort of entertaining, even all those times when they broke their bunk beds, cracked the glass on the patio door, and set fire to their Barbies and G.I. Joes.

		On the other hand, Bubba’s first wife, Janie Ruth, didn’t think her kids were all that amusing most of the time.

		As she said to Bubba one night in a motherly tone of voice, “I just wish I could come home from work one goddamn time and not find a problem!”

	
		TEENAGERS

		OCCASIONALLY, IN MOMENTS OF extreme anger brought on by Bubba Junior and Janie Junior—the kind of anger where you kick your car to death because it has a flat—Bubba used to think the world would be a better place if all teenagers got sent off to maximum-security military schools and maximum-security convents when they turned fourteen.

		He once made a list of the only things you would lose if this were the case.

		
				
				MTV.

				

				
				Fender dents.

				

				
				Week-old pizza under the bed.

				

				
				Treble.

				

				
				A whole lot of back talk.

				

		

		Almost everybody Bubba talked to about it seemed to like the idea.

	
		Books by Dan Jenkins

		Jenkins at the Majors
Slim and None
The Money-Whipped Steer-Job Three-Jack Give-Up Artist
Rude Behavior
You Gotta Play Hurt
Fairways and Greens
Bubba Talks
Life Its Ownself
You Call It Sports, but I Say It’s a Jungle Out There
Baja Oklahoma
Limo (with Bud Shrake)
Dead Solid Perfect
Semi-Tough: A Novel
Saturday’s America
The Dogged Victims of Inexorable Fate
The Best 18 Golf Holes in America

	




OEBPS/images/9780307765253_title_page.jpg
BUBBA
TALKS

04 Life, Loe, Sex,
Whiskey, Patitics,
Foreiguens, Teenagers,
Wovies, Food, Football,
and Other Watters
That Occasionally

Concern Fuman Beings

DAN
JENKINS






OEBPS/9780307765253_nav.xhtml

		
			Contents


			
						Cover


						Title Page


						Contents


						Dedication


						Acknowledgments


						“Who is Bubba?”


						Part One
					
								Life


								Love


								Death


								Babies


								Toddlers


								Kids


								Teenagers


								Teenagers II


								Teenagers III


								Wives


								Ex-Wives


								Ex-Wives II


								Girlfriends


								Girlfriends II


								Bimbos


								Female Bubbas


								Relatives


								Sisters


								Bubba’s Sister


								Brothers


								Fathers


								Mothers


								Bubba’s Mama


					


			


						Part Two
					
								Dogs


								Newspapers


								Magazines


								Books


								Talk Shows


								Movies


								Radio


								Malls


								Guns


								VCRs


								Deer Hunting


								Dove Hunting


								Fishing


								Boats


								Alcohol


								The Bubba Burger


								Music


								Country Music


								Football


								Golf


								Opera


								Ballet


								Baseball


								Basketball


								The Olympics


								Cars


								Car Racing


								“Pressure Cookers”


					


			


						Part Three
					
								Work


								Bosses


								Clothes


								Women’s Clothes


								Hardware Stores


								Computers


								Welfare


								Insurance


								Politics


								Abortion


								Sexual Harassment


								Political Correctness


								Air Travel


								Space Travel


								Hotels


								Weather


								Haircuts


								Banks


								Stress


								Dinner Parties


								Prenuptial Agreements


								Reunions


								Philosophy


								Trivia Games


								Jewish Bubbas


								Health


								Doctors


								Dentists


								Illness


								Drugs


								Dreams


								Condoms


								God


					


			


						Part Four
					
								History


								Education


								Wars


								The Civil War


								World War I


								World War II


								World War III


								Bubba’s Can’t-Miss Beans


								Europe


								South America


								Hawaii


								Canada


								Ireland


								Lawyers


								Judges


								Joggers


								Yuppies


								“Gays”


								Bisexuals


								Preachers


								Texas


								Florida


								California


								New York City


								Russia


								China


								Arabs


								Colleges


								Liberals


								Conservatives


								Organizations


								Rich People


								Fake Rich People


								The Fat Lady


					


			


						About the Author


						Other Books by This Author


						Books by Dan Jenkins


						Copyright


			


		
		
			Landmarks


			
						Start


						Table of Contents


						Cover


						Cover


						Copyright


						Title Page


			


		
	


OEBPS/images/9780307765253_cover.jpg
Dan Jenkins
Bubba Talks

Or LIFE, LovE, SEX, WHISKEY,
PoLiTics,FOREIGNERS,
TEENAGERS, MOVIES, FOOD,
FootBAaLL, AND OTHER
MATTERS THAT OCCSAIONALLY

CoNcERN HumMAN BEINGS

0





