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Legends of Tomorrow






Not to be confused with the unrelated DC Comics anthology series of the same name[image: External link].

DC's Legends of Tomorrow, or simply Legends of Tomorrow, is an American superhero action-adventure television series developed by Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim, Andrew Kreisberg, and Phil Klemmer, who are also executive producers along with Sarah Schechter and Chris Fedak; Klemmer and Fedak serve as showrunners. The series, based on the characters of DC Comics, airs on The CW and is a spin-off from Arrow and The Flash, existing in the same fictional universe. The first season premiered on January 21, 2016, with the second debuting on October 13, 2016. On January 8, 2017, The CW renewed the series for a third season,[1] which is scheduled to debut on October 10, 2017.[2]
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 Premise



Time Master Rip Hunter goes rogue after Vandal Savage murders Hunter's family. Intending to stop Savage, Hunter recruits a team consisting of Ray Palmer / The Atom, Sara Lance / White Canary, Martin Stein and Jefferson "Jax" Jackson, who together become the hero Firestorm, Kendra Saunders / Hawkgirl, Carter Hall / Hawkman, Leonard Snart / Captain Cold, and Mick Rory / Heat Wave. They discover that the Time Masters are backing Savage in his domination of the world in 2166 to facilitate a successful repulsion of a Thanagarian invasion. Due to Snart's sacrifice, the Time Masters are destroyed. Savage attempts to rewrite history with a temporal explosion, but is killed by the team when he is rendered mortal by the same meteor he used for his scheme. With Savage dead, Kendra and Carter leave the team.

Following the demise of the Time Masters, Rip decides to take their place guarding history with Ray, Sara, Stein, Jax, and Mick. However, they are warned by Rex Tyler / Hourman that they will die in 1942 New York City[image: External link]. They ignore the warning, landing Mick in stasis, and scattering themselves throughout time. Historian Nate Heywood / Steel, aided by Oliver Queen, finds Mick and rescues all of them but Rip, who remained lost for a short period of time, until found and rescued by his teammates. During their mission to protect the timeline, the team meets the Justice Society of America, led by Hourman. When Tyler is murdered by Eobard Thawne / Reverse-Flash, Amaya Jiwe / Vixen joins the Legends to find Tyler's killer. However, the Reverse-Flash gains allies throughout time, including Damien Darhk, Malcolm Merlyn, and Leonard Snart himself; their ultimate goal is finding the Spear of Destiny to rewrite their fates. After the Legion initially succeed, the Legends are forced to go back in time to obtain the Spear from their past selves, and eventually defeat the Legion, with Thawne being erased from existence, and Darhk, Merlyn, and Snart returned to their original times. Following the Legion's defeat, both Amaya and Nate decide to remain on the team. However, Rip decides that the team does not need him anymore and leaves, with Sara remaining its captain. Due to their interactions with their future selves, the Legends crash-land in a version of Los Angeles that has futuristic buildings and dinosaurs.



	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Average viewership

(in millions)



	
	1
	16
	January 21, 2016
	May 19, 2016
	135
	3.16[3]



	
	2
	17
	October 13, 2016
	April 4, 2017
	141
	2.57[4]
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 Cast and characters



See also: List of Legends of Tomorrow characters and List of Arrowverse cast members


	Victor Garber as Martin Stein / Firestorm: A nuclear physicist focused on transmutation who is also half of the character Firestorm with Jefferson Jackson.[5][6][7] Graeme McComb portrays a young Stein in the 1970s and 1980s.[8] The character was first introduced on The Flash.

	Brandon Routh as Ray Palmer / Atom: A scientist, inventor, businessman and former CEO of Palmer Technologies who developed a power-suit that is now capable of shrinking.[5][6] The character was first introduced on Arrow.

	Arthur Darvill as Rip Hunter: A roguish time traveler and leader of the team, who hides the strains of being responsible for history itself behind a façade of charm and wit.[5][9] His goal is to defeat Vandal Savage in order to save the world and his family. He and Savage are archenemies throughout the timeline. Aiden Longworth portrays a young Rip Hunter.[10] In the second season, Rip disappears and gives command of the Waverider to the Legends. He later returns, first as a film student in the 60s who has no recollection of his past life, then as a brainwashed killer working for the Legion and later back to his original self. He remains with the team for a while, allowing Sara to remain captain. He later departs for good, as he realizes that the Legends no longer need him as their captain.

	Caity Lotz as Sara Lance / White Canary: A Star City vigilante and former League of Assassins member suffering from rage issues after being resurrected by the mystical Lazarus Pit.[5][6][11] The character is partially based on the Black Canary and was first introduced on Arrow. In the second season, Sara becomes the leader of the Legends and captain of the Waverider.

	Franz Drameh as Jefferson "Jax" Jackson / Firestorm[image: External link]: A former high school athlete whose pro career was derailed by an injury who now works as an auto mechanic.[5][12][13] He serves as the other half of the character Firestorm with Martin Stein.[7] The producers decided to create Jax as the other half of Firestorm to have him be someone in his early 20s and different from Ronnie's Firestorm, bringing comedy and camaraderie with Stein.[14] The character was first introduced on The Flash.

	Ciara Renée as Kendra Saunders / Hawkgirl: A young woman who is just beginning to learn that she has been repeatedly reincarnated over the centuries. When provoked, her ancient warrior persona manifests itself along with wings that grow out of her back.[5][15][16] She chooses to leave the team at the end of the first season.[17] Saunders is also known by her Egyptian name Chay-Ara, and Edith Boardman in the series. The character was first introduced on The Flash. Anna Deavere Smith portrays an older Kendra in 1871,[18] known as Cinnamon.[19]

	Falk Hentschel as Carter Hall / Hawkman: The latest reincarnation of the Egyptian prince Khufu who is fated to reincarnate throughout time along with his soulmate Kendra, with powers similar to hers.[16][20][21][22] A reincarnated version is recruited by Vandal Savage where he is known as Scythian Torvil before remembering his life as Carter Hall. He chooses to leave the team at the end of the first season.[17] Hall is also known by the name Joe Boardman in the series. The character was first introduced on The Flash. Hentschel received guest credit in his subsequent appearances in season one after the character's death in "Pilot, Part 2".[17][23]

	Amy Pemberton voices Gideon: The artificial intelligence of the Waverider.[24] Pemberton portrayed a physical version of the character in the second season episode, "Land of the Lost".[25] An alternate version of Gideon was first introduced in The Flash.[24]

	Dominic Purcell as Mick Rory / Heat Wave: An arsonist, career criminal, and accomplice of Leonard Snart who, in contrast to his partner, uses a heat gun capable of burning almost anything.[5][26] After being deserted in the past by Snart, he is recruited by the Time Masters and becomes the bounty hunter Chronos, who hunts the team, but he becomes again a member of the team. Mitchell Kummen portrays a young Rory.[27] The character was first introduced on The Flash.

	Wentworth Miller as Leonard Snart / Captain Cold: The son of a career criminal who turns to the quick and easy life of crime, and uses a cryonic gun to freeze objects and people on contact.[5][6] Trestyn Zradicka portrays a young Leo. At the end of the first season, Snart sacrificed himself to save his team. In the second season, the Legion of Doom[28] recruits a past version of Snart from before he joined the team with the promise of averting his future death. Following the Legion's defeat, Mick returns Snart to the exact moment where he was recruited by the Legion, wiping his memories in the process and ensuring that Snart will eventually join the Legends. The character was first introduced on The Flash.

	Matt Letscher as Eobard Thawne / Reverse Flash: A supervillain speedster from the future and the archenemy of The Flash. He is the leader of the Legion of Doom. In the season 2 finale, he is finally defeated by the Legends and the Black Flash, erasing him from existence. The character was first introduced on The Flash.[29]

	Maisie Richardson-Sellers as Amaya Jiwe / Vixen: Able to magically channel the abilities of animal kingdom thanks to the mysterious Tantu Totem, Amaya is a member of the Justice Society of America in the 1940s, and grandmother of the Vixen Mari McCabe, who is portrayed by Megalyn Echikunwoke in other Arrowverse series.[30] It was originally intended for the McCabe version of Vixen to be used in Legends as well, but Echikunwoke was unable to reprise the role due to previous commitments.[31]

	Nick Zano as Nate Heywood / Steel[image: External link]: A historian from Star City who has the ability to transform himself into a steel-like form, and is the grandson of Commander Steel, a member of the Justice Society of America.[32][33]



Tala Ashe will portray Zari Adrianna Tomaz in the third season, a Muslim-American computer hacker from the year 2030 who lives a double life with powers from a mystical source.[34]
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 Episodes
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 Season 1 (2016)



The series premiere was prefaced with a special airing on January 19, 2016, titled "DC's Legends Of Tomorrow: Their Time Is Now". It featured the origin stories of the heroes and villains of the season, as well as show clips and interviews.[35]



	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	1
	1
	"Pilot, Part 1"
	Glen Winter
	Greg Berlanti & Marc Guggenheim &

Andrew Kreisberg & Phil Klemmer
	January 21, 2016
	4X6351
	3.21[36]



	In 2166, Vandal Savage has successfully conquered the entire planet. In an effort to save humanity, Time Master Rip Hunter travels back to 2016 to assemble a group of superheroes and supervillains to team up and stop Savage's rise to power: Ray, Sara, Jefferson and Martin, Mick, Leonard, Carter, and Kendra. Hunter takes them to 1975 to talk to Professor Boardman, a leading expert on Savage. While providing information on Savage, Boardman also reveals that he is the son of Kendra and Carter from one of their past reincarnations. Meanwhile, a time-traveling bounty hunter named Chronos attacks Hunter's ship, the Waverider. The team is able to regroup and escape, but not before Boardman is wounded and dies. The attack forces Hunter to reveal that Chronos is after him for stealing the Waverider and going on the mission against the wishes of the Time Council and that part of his quest is based on his desire for revenge on Savage for murdering his wife and son in 2166. All members agree to aid Hunter, who warns that time will resist against the mission. In Norway[image: External link] 1975, Savage is shown in possession of weapons of mass destruction[image: External link].



	2
	2
	"Pilot, Part 2"
	Glen Winter
	Phil Klemmer & Marc Guggenheim and

Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg
	January 28, 2016
	4X6352
	2.89[37]



	Still in 1975, the team infiltrates a weapons auction, where Savage intends to sell the nuclear warhead. Savage becomes aware of their presence. They all escape, but not before a piece of Ray's suit is left behind. Angry at the recklessness, Hunter points out what happens and how the technology of Ray's suit will be used to create super weapons that lead to the destruction of Central City in 2016. The team splits up, with Stein, Jax, and Sara retrieving the missing piece of Ray's suit by the help of Stein's younger self while Ray, Leonard, and Mick go in search of the dagger that killed Kendra and Carter in their first life. The dagger turns out to be in the home of Savage, who imprisons them and calls the rest of the team. Kendra and Carter go after Savage while the rest take on Savage's men. During the fight, Savage kills Carter with the dagger, revealing that only Kendra can wield it to kill him. She becomes injured, and the team is forced to retreat and plan a new strategy, determined to stop Savage.



	3
	3
	"Blood Ties"
	Dermott Downs
	Marc Guggenheim & Chris Fedak
	February 4, 2016
	4X6353
	2.32[38]



	While still in 1975, Kendra's injury stops the team from traveling through time, and Sara convinces Rip that another way to stop Savage would be to take away his financial resources. Rip locates the bank where Savage keeps his money and he and Sara go there to steal the funds. They learn that Savage is using Carter's blood to give his own men longer lives. Rip and his team engage Savage and reclaim Carter's body, but Rip inadvertently gives Savage the names of his family members before critically wounding him. Meanwhile, Kendra's condition worsens, requiring Ray to shrink down and enter her bloodstream to save her. Snart attempts to change his own family's fate, but his efforts ultimately change nothing. It is revealed that Rip once traveled to ancient Egypt 4000 years ago to kill Savage, but hesitated and has been known as a nemesis called Gareeb. The team buries Carter and Rip charts a course for 1986, so that the team can intercept Savage again.



	4
	4
	"White Knights"
	Antonio Negret
	Sarah Nicole Jones & Phil Klemmer
	February 7, 2016[a]
	4X6354
	2.39[40]



	The team arrives in Washington, D.C, 1986 to stop Savage. They infiltrate the Pentagon and retrieve a file that points them toward scientist Valentina Vostok in the Soviet Union[image: External link]. Rip has Sara and Kendra work together to tame the feral nature that resides in each of them. Chronos tracks the team and Rip is forced to use Russian fighter jets to assist in taking down Chronos. While Ray and Snart go after Vostok, Rip tracks a time anomaly outside of Moscow. He finds his mentor, Zaman Druce, who offers to pardon Rip and return his new team to their time if Rip voluntarily surrenders. The pardon is revealed to be a trick and Druce attempts to kill Rip. With help from the team, Rip survives, but Chronos and Druce escape. Stein infiltrates a research lab and discovers Savage is trying to build an army with the same abilities as Firestorm. The former absorbs the energy in Savage's thermal core, which is returned to Rip by Snart; but Stein, Ray, and Mick are captured by the Soviets, with Vostok planning to use Stein for the project.



	5
	5
	"Fail-Safe"
	Dermott Downs
	Beth Schwartz[image: External link] & Grainne Godfree
	February 18, 2016
	4X6355
	2.25[41]



	The team brokers a deal with the Bratva to get into the gulag where Ray, Mick, and Stein are being held. Rip secretly tasks Sara with killing Stein, should they fail to rescue him. Savage has Ray and Mick tortured in front of Stein, forcing him to cooperate. Obtaining the formula, Valentina discovers that Stein is the other half of Firestorm. The team arrives at the gulag just as Valentina enters a reactor to start absorbing energy from a new thermal core. Snart rescues Mick and Ray, but Valentina merges with Stein to create a Soviet Firestorm. Jefferson is able to reach Stein's consciousness and force the two to separate. Without Stein or a quantum splicer, Valentina implodes. As the team moves into the time stream, they are attacked by Chronos, who forces them to crash land in a ruined Star City, 2046. They are confronted by a green-hooded archer whom they mistake for Oliver.



	6
	6
	"Star City 2046"
	Steve Shill[image: External link]
	Marc Guggenheim & Ray Utarnachitt
	February 25, 2016
	4X6356
	2.47[42]



	The archer attacks the team and they retreat back to the Waverider to make repairs and leave 2046. Rip, Sara, Snart, and Mick head to Smoak Industries, the new title of Palmer Tech, to find an essential part needed to repair the ship. Sara follows the vigilante, who turns out to be John Diggle, Jr. under the alias of Connor Hawke. It is revealed that 15 years prior, Grant Wilson, Slade's son, arrived in Star City with an army and took over. While searching through Oliver's old hideout, Sara and Rip find a 61 year old Oliver, who directs them to where they can find the part, but refuses to help in the struggle. In a fight with Grant's men, Connor is taken prisoner. Sara convinces Oliver to resume the Green Arrow mantle. With the rest of Rip's team as backup, Oliver is able to defeat Grant for good. With the ship repaired, the team re-enters the time stream. Meanwhile, Jefferson and Ray develop feelings for Kendra, but realized that she does not want anyone in her life. Mick tells Snart about his desire to see the world burn instead of saving it.



	7
	7
	"Marooned"
	Gregory Smith
	Anderson Mackenzie & Phil Klemmer
	March 3, 2016
	4X6357
	2.28[43]



	Savage's trail goes cold and Rip is unable to track it without an upgrade to Gideon's software. The team receives a distress call from another time ship, the Acheron, in deep space. Rip decides to steal the ship's A.I. software. The former, Stein, Jefferson, and Mick board the Acheron, where everyone but Stein is captured by time pirates who want the Waverider, on which the pirates fire, damaging the hull. Sara and Snart attempt to fix the hull, but get locked in the room, from which the air is slowly leaking out. As Stein rescues the others, Ray manages to repair the hull. Mick leads the pirates to the Waverider. Rip and the others retake the Acheron while Sara and Snart stop Mick and the pirates on the Waverider. The Acheron's captain provides Gideon's upgrade and a tip on Savage's location. Ray and Kendra develop a romantic relationship. Snart apparently kills Mick at an unknown place and time. In flashbacks to the alternate timeline, Rip's future wife is revealed to be a Time Master. The Time Council finds out about their relationship, which is forbidden for Time Masters; and she resigns in order to save Rip's career.



	8
	8
	"Night of the Hawk"
	Joe Dante
	Sarah Nicole Jones & Cortney Norris
	March 10, 2016
	4X6358
	2.01[44]



	The team arrives in Oregon, 1958 to investigate a series of murders tied to Savage. Infiltrating a mental institution, Sara discovers that Savage is a psychiatrist there under another name. Ray and Kendra pose as a married couple to investigate in the suburbs, but discover that Savage lives there as well. Elsewhere, Jefferson is attacked by humanoid bird-like creatures created by Savage from an Nth metal meteorite similar to the one that gave Kendra and Carter their powers. Jefferson is abducted by the local sheriff and delivered to Savage. The team decides to go after Savage at the institution, where he has already infected Jefferson with the Nth metal and transformed him into one of the creatures. Kendra fails to kill Savage, who escapes. The rest of the team manages to recapture Jefferson. Stein and Gideon create a serum that cures Jefferson and the other victims. Chronos then arrives and storms the ship, forcing the Waverider to quickly leave, stranding Ray, Sara, and Kendra in 1958.



	9
	9
	"Left Behind"
	John F. Showalter
	Beth Schwartz & Grainne Godfree
	March 31, 2016
	4X6359
	1.97[45]



	Chronos disables the Waverider and flees back into the timestream, taking Snart with him. Rip is forced to reset Gideon to undo Chronos' sabotage, leaving the ship temporarily stranded in the timestream. Meanwhile, two years pass for Ray, Sara, and Kendra. Ray and Kendra build a life together while Sara joins the League of Assassins. Rip and the rest of the team arrive in 1960 and get Ray and Kendra. They travel to Nanda Parbat to rescue Sara, but she is revealed to have fully committed to Ra's al Ghul's mission and turns the team over to him as trespassers to be executed. Rip invokes the trial-by-combat ritual to save the team, with Kendra and Sara named as the champions to fight. Elsewhere, Chronos reveals himself to Snart as Mick, having been found by the Time Masters and trained to be their bounty hunter. Kendra is able to get through to Sara just as Chronos arrives. Ra's frees the team, which successfully stops Chronos and discovers his real identity. Ra's releases Sara and the others. Imprisoning Mick on the Waverider, the team decides to try to reform him. They head to 2147, their last stand against Savage.



	10
	10
	"Progeny"
	David Geddes
	Phil Klemmer & Marc Guggenheim
	April 7, 2016
	4X6360
	1.88[46]



	The team arrives in Kasnia, 2147. They discover Savage is personally grooming Per Degaton, son of Tor, the ruler. Rip reveals that when Per rises to power, he will unleash a virus that decimates most of the planet and allows Savage to kill Per and conquer the world. The team decides to remove Per from the timeline and prevent Savage's rise to power. The kidnapping does not affect the timeline, so Rip releases Per and implores him not to let Savage influence his decisions. However, Per kills Tor on Savage's advice, accelerating the latter's rise. Meanwhile, Ray finds his suit's technology has been used to create autonomous policing robots that Savage will use to help conquer the world and that the family line of his brother, Sydney, founded the company that created them. After settling his differences with Snart for the moment, Mick reveals that the Time Masters have released a group called the "Hunters," whose sole purpose will be to track down the team and kill each of them, including Mick.



	11
	11
	"The Magnificent Eight"
	Thor Freudenthal
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Marc Guggenheim

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim
	April 12, 2016[b]
	4X6361
	1.98[48]



	The team travels to Salvation, South Dakota in 1871 to hide out from the Hunters. While Rip decides their next move, the rest of the team goes into town, where they meet Jonah Hex, who knows they are time travelers and once fought alongside Rip in years past. Kendra gets flashbacks from one of her previous lives and goes to investigate, while Ray and the rest of the team head back to town to defend against the Stillwater gang. Kendra and Sara follow the former's visions to an old woman, who turns out to be the Kendra from that time period. The past Kendra warns her future incarnation not to love a different man, as it will always end in either heartbreak or tragedy. The team goes after the Stillwater gang and captures their leader, Jeb, but Jackson is apprehended as they escape. The team sets up a quick draw duel between Rip and Jeb to barter for Jackson's life. Rip wins, but the Hunters arrive before the team can leave. They defeat the Hunters, but not before they learn that the Time Masters have sent the "Pilgrim" to kill their younger selves, thus erasing the members from the timeline.



	12
	12
	"Last Refuge"
	Rachel Talalay[image: External link]
	Chris Fedak & Matthew Maala
	April 21, 2016
	4X6362
	1.78[49]



	Gideon uses the Pilgrim's temporal distortions to predict her next move. After they successfully rescue Mick and Sara's younger selves, Gideon loses track of the Pilgrim's movements, allowing her to take out any of the team members without them knowing. The Pilgrim goes after Ray in 2014, but the team arrives just in time to save his former self and prevent Ray's death. Rip decides to abduct the rest of the team's infant selves to prevent the Pilgrim from killing any selves of them. They are successful, bringing the infants to Rip's adoptive mother for her to look after until they can stop the Pilgrim. The Pilgrim kidnaps the team members' loved ones, threatening to kill them unless the members give themselves up. Rip agrees to give up his younger self from before he became a Time Master, thus preventing the team's formation, in exchange for everyone's safety. The Pilgrim agrees, but the team sets a trap for her, managing to kill her. Afterward, Ray and Kendra become engaged. Rip says that the only time to stop Savage is in 2166, at the peak of the latter's power.



	13
	13
	"Leviathan"
	Gregory Smith
	Sarah Nicole Jones & Ray Utarnachitt
	April 28, 2016
	4X6363
	1.86[50]



	The team travels to London[image: External link], 2166 to try to eliminate Savage just before he finally takes over the world. While investigating Savage, Kendra notices that one of his female officers is wearing a bracelet that she originally wore when she first died in ancient Egypt. The team plans to retrieve the bracelet, knowing that it will help them kill Savage. They also join forces with local rebels. The officer turns out to be Cassandra, Savage's daughter. Snart kidnaps her and manages to convince her to assist them. Rory helps Kendra melt the bracelet down and coat Carter's mace so that it can be used to kill Savage. Savage's giant robot called the Leviathan attacks the Waverider. While the others go after Savage, Ray reverses the polarity of his suit so that he can grow in size and takes out the Leviathan. The mace works, but Kendra refuses to kill Savage when she learns that he has brainwashed that generation's incarnation of Carter to be his soldier. To save Carter's mind, she and Rip imprison Savage on the Waverider.



	14
	14
	"River of Time"
	Alice Troughton
	Cortney Norris & Anderson Mackenzie
	May 5, 2016
	4X6364
	1.63[51]



	Upon the revelation that the Leviathan was technology from the distant future, proving Savage has manipulated time, Rip believes the Time Masters will finally ratify his mission and sets course for the Vanishing Point. Jefferson fixes the damaged time drive, but is exposed to time radiation which ages him prematurely. Stein is forced to send him back to 2016 in the jump ship to reverse the process. Carter, now named Scythian Torvil, is kept prisoner while Kendra tries to restore his memories, causing a rift between her and Ray which effectively ends their relationship. Savage tries to manipulate some of the team members, allowing him to escape his cell. Just as Savage is about to kill Kendra, Scythian regains his memories as Carter and saves her, but is stabbed by Savage before Kendra knocks the latter unconscious. The team arrives at the Vanishing Point, where the Time Masters reveal that they have been working with Savage, who is to be sent back to 2166 to carry on with his plan while Rip and his team are put under arrest.



	15
	15
	"Destiny"
	Olatunde Osunsanmi[image: External link]
	Story by : Marc Guggenheim

Teleplay by : Phil Klemmer & Chris Fedak
	May 12, 2016
	4X6365
	1.89[52]



	Kendra and Scythian are turned over to Savage as he returns to 2166, when he kills Rip's family again. Sara and Snart, who evaded capture, make plans to rescue the team with the help of Gideon. Druce explains to Rip that the Time Masters helped Savage because an alien race from the planet Thanagar will attack Earth in 2175 and only Savage is able to unite the world and stop them. Druce also reveals the Oculus, which the Time Masters used to manipulate Rip's team among various others to facilitate Savage's rise to power, including orchestrating the murder of Rip's family. Snart and Sara disable the other time ships and rescue the others. The team decides to destroy the Oculus, only to find Druce waiting for them with soldiers. Having recruited Martin's 2016 self to help him, Jefferson returns in the jump ship and evens the odds. But the success of the Oculus' self-destruct costs the life of Snart, who takes Druce out with him. Savage learns of the unpredictability of timeline due to the destruction of the Oculus and decides to make use of the time traveling technology at his disposal.



	16
	16
	"Legendary"
	Dermott Downs
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Chris Fedak

Teleplay by : Phil Klemmer & Marc Guggenheim
	May 19, 2016
	4X6366
	1.85[53]



	Kendra leaves a message for the team alerting them to Savage's presence in France[image: External link], 1944; but they are unable to stop him and only manage to rescue Scythian. Savage reveals that the Thanagarians sent three meteors to ancient Egypt; and he plans to use Kendra's and Scythian's blood to activate the meteors' alien technology and erase time back to 1700 BC, where he can rule. Stein deduces Savage's method, also concluding that radiation from all three meteors will render Savage mortal, so anyone can kill him. The team breaks up into pairs, traveling to 1958, 1975, and 2021. All three groups kill Savage. Ray and Firestorm destroy two of the meteors, and Rip uses the Waverider to send the last meteor into the sun before it can explode and destroy the Earth. Kendra and Scythian stay behind to defend in 2016 while the others decide to help Rip protect the timeline. Before they can leave 2016, however, Rex Tyler arrives in a future version of the Waverider and warns the team of their impending death.






	^ "White Knights" premiered earlier in Canada as CTV's lead-out program for Super Bowl 50[image: External link] on February 7, 2016. CTV aired an encore of the episode in its regular time, 30 minutes after its premiere on The CW in its normal timeslot on February 11.[39]

	^ "The Magnificent Eight" premiered earlier in Canada on CTV before it premiered April 14 on the CW.[47]
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	17
	1
	"Out of Time"
	Dermott Downs
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Chris Fedak

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Phil Klemmer
	October 13, 2016
	T13.20001
	1.82[54]



	In 2016, historian Nate Heywood[image: External link] enlists Mayor Oliver Queen's help in locating the Waverider after it was caught in a nuclear blast in 1942. The pair find the sunken ship with only Mick aboard in stasis, who tells them what happened after being revived. Rip's team—Mick, Ray, Sara, Jax, and Martin—traveled through time dealing with "aberrations" in history. They learned that a nuclear bomb would be detonated in New York City[image: External link] in 1942. The team discovered Damien Darhk, working with the Nazis, was behind the attack. Sara attempted to kill Darhk to prevent Laurel's death, but Darhk escaped and launched his sole atomic bomb toward New York from a U-boat. Rip chose to scatter the team throughout time, except for the injured Mick, to save their lives while he intercepted the bomb with the Waverider and saved New York. In the present, Mick and Nate use the Waverider to travel through time and rescue everyone, but fail to find any trace of Rip. After fixing events in 1942 to prevent the Nazis from making a nuclear bomb, the team is confronted by the Justice Society of America (JSA). Meanwhile, Darhk is shown to be working with Eobard Thawne.



	18
	2
	"The Justice Society of America"
	Michael Grossman[image: External link]
	Chris Fedak & Sarah Nicole Jones
	October 20, 2016
	T13.20002
	1.80[55]



	


	This episode's plot summary may be too long[image: External link] or excessively detailed[image: External link]. Please help improve it[image: External link] by removing unnecessary details and making it more concise. (June 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




The Justice Society captures the team, believing them to be Nazi spies. Nate reveals that he is the grandson of JSA member Commander Steel. After the JSA is assigned a mission to obtain information on Nazi captain Baron Krieger[image: External link], they release the team and strongly advise them to leave 1942. The JSA learns that Krieger intends to trade away an amulet in Hitler's possession; his trade partner turns out to be Eobard, who has given him a sample of the serum with which he intends to barter. Nate soon discovers that the JSA dies on this mission, so the team travels back to rescue them. While the teams collect the amulet and fight the Nazis, Krieger uses the serum on himself and turns into a monstrous superhuman. He manages to capture Ray and JSA member Amaya. Ray offers to replicate the formula to save Amaya. The teams then attack the Nazi base, save Ray and Amaya, and take down Krieger. However, hemophiliac Nate is critically injured in the process. Ray saves him by using the modified serum he developed. After the team departs, Eobard appears at the JSA headquarters and stabs Rex Tyler with his vibrating hand to erase him from the timeline before stealing the amulet. A dying Rex whispers "time traveler" to Amaya.



	19
	3
	"Shogun"
	Kevin Tancharoen
	Phil Klemmer & Grainne Godfree
	October 27, 2016
	T13.20003
	1.75[56]



	Amaya stows away on the Waverider and attacks Mick, believing him responsible for Rex's death. Nate stops her using his newly-developed ability to convert his body to a steel-like form. Sara convinces Amaya that a rogue time traveller is likely to blame for the murder. An accident during Ray's testing of Nate's abilities throws both men into the time vortex and strands them in 17th-century feudal Japan. Nate is found and cared for by Masako Yamashiro, the betrothed of shogun Tokugawa Iemitsu whose samurai capture Ray. Sara, Amaya, and Mick rescue Ray from Tokugawa, who uses the Atom suit against them. They meet up with a recovered Nate, who does not want to leave Masako to Tokugawa's mercy. They defend Masako's village from the samurai, while Ray and Nate defeat Tokugawa by destroying the Atom suit. Nate and Amaya officially join the team. Meanwhile, Jefferson and Stein discover a hidden armory inside the ship and a secret message from Barry Allen from 2056 intended for Rip and forbidden from the crew.



	20
	4
	"Abominations"
	Michael Allowitz[image: External link]
	Marc Guggenheim & Ray Utarnachitt
	November 3, 2016
	T13.20004
	1.75[57]



	The team learns of a time pirate stranded in the American Civil War. Upon arriving, they encounter a black man, Henry Scott, being chased by Confederate soldiers that have been turned into zombies by a virus carried by the pirate. The team defeats the group of zombies, but Henry is killed. Before his death, Henry reveals he is a Union spy assigned to steal Confederate battle plans for General Grant and asks Jefferson to complete his mission. The team discovers that Mick is infected with the virus and returns him to the Waverider, where Ray and Martin ultimately manage to cure him. Sara and Nate go to warn Grant about the zombies while Jax and Amaya attempt to steal the plans. Jax runs afoul of a plantation owner and is locked up. Amaya frees him and the other black prisoners. They find the plans and burn down the mansion during a zombie attack. Meanwhile, Grant's camp is also attacked by zombies. Sara formulates a successful plan to kill them using Nate's powers. Jax, posing as Henry Scott, gives the plans to Grant, which will ensure a Union battle victory. A grateful Mick gives Leonard Snart's cold gun to Ray.



	21
	5
	"Compromised"
	David Geddes
	Keto Shimizu & Grainne Godfree
	November 10, 2016
	T13.20005
	1.77[58]



	In 1987, Eobard Thawne offers Damien Darhk an alliance, which Darhk declines. Aboard the Waverider, Nate discovers an aberration in 1987 involving the INF treaty signing. The team infiltrates the White House as tourists and finds Darhk there as one of the treaty negotiators. Sara again attempts to kill him, which alerts White House security and forces the team to make a very public escape. They soon learn that Darhk is making his own secret deal with the KGB. Returning to the White House during a State dinner, they discover him making an exchange with KGB agents for a box with an unknown item. The team defeats Darhk's men and the Russians. Sara confronts Darhk, but spares his life. Instead, she reveals his future to torture him: his master plan's failure, his wife's murder, and his own eventual death. Eobard whisks Darhk away, but not before Sara steals the box from him. She realizes the team is up against a time-travelling speedster. Unnerved by Sara's revelation, Darhk insists on teaming up with Eobard and the two enter the time stream.



	22
	6
	"Outlaw Country"
	Cherie Nowlan
	Matthew Maala & Chris Fedak
	November 17, 2016
	T13.20006
	1.85[59]



	The team learns of an aberration in Colorado, 1874, where they save Jonah Hex from execution. He reveals that he is fighting an outlaw boss named Quentin Turnbull. Nate reveals that the aberration is Turnbull leading the Western US in its secession to form the "Turnbull Country". The team learns that Turnbull is extracting dwarf star, which Ray used for his A.T.O.M. suit, and that Turnbull is planning to destroy a critical mountain pass connecting the Eastern US to the West, stopping the US Army[image: External link] from supplying the West. While Sara and Jonah engage Turnbull, Mick and Amaya destroy the mine and Nate uses his powers to stop the train. Instead of killing Turnbull, Jonah decides to deliver him to the authorities. With the dwarf star reappropriated, Ray plans to rebuild his suit and shows Nate the suit he has made for the latter. Amaya decides to teach Mick to control his anger. Martin and Jefferson deduce that, due to the former's interaction with his past self, he may have altered the past. Sara tells the team that they need to return to 2016 to help their friends.



	23
	7
	"Invasion!"
	Gregory Smith
	Story by : Greg Berlanti

Teleplay by : Phil Klemmer & Marc Guggenheim
	December 1, 2016
	T13.20007
	3.39[60]



	
Nate, Mick, Amaya, Felicity, and Cisco travel back to the first Dominator invasion of Earth in Oregon, 1951. The Legends successfully capture a Dominator for information, but are themselves captured by federal agents. While in custody, they learn from the Dominator that the aliens arrived to assess the threat humanity posed now that metahumans had appeared. Felicity and Cisco rescue the Legends and help set the Dominator free. Meanwhile in Central City 2016, the team learns that the Dominators know about Barry's manipulation of the timeline and that they demand his surrender in exchange for peace. After the Legends return, the team discovers that the Dominators' weapon is a bomb that will kill all metahumans on Earth with millions of collateral human casualties. The team dissuades Barry from surrendering and Cisco reconciles with him. They manage to destroy the bomb and force the Dominators to retreat using pain-inflicting nanotechnology. Cisco gives Supergirl a device to travel between their universes. Martin convinces Jefferson not to tell the others that his daughter, Lily, is an aberration of the timeline.



This episode concludes a crossover that begins on The Flash season 3 episode 8[image: External link] and continues on Arrow season 5 episode 8[image: External link].



	24
	8
	"The Chicago Way"
	Ralph Hemecker
	Sarah Nicole Jones & Ray Utarnachitt
	December 8, 2016
	T13.20008
	2.00[61]



	Eobard, Darhk and Malcolm Merlyn arrive in Chicago, 1927, and ally with Al Capone. Learning of the aberration, the Legends arrive and manage to keep Capone from murdering Eliot Ness. Ness is critically injured, so the team decides to obtain vital information on Capone's operation to secure history. Meanwhile, Mick begins having hallucinations of Snart, who belittles him for acting like his teammates. Sara and Martin are abducted by Eobard during their infiltration and raid on Capone's club. Malcolm offers Sara a chance to change her past in return for the amulet she took from Darhk in 1987, but she refuses. The team rescues the captives, but "Martin" turns out to be a disguised Eobard, who searches the Waverider at super-speed for the amulet while Malcolm attacks the ship directly. Eobard barely escapes revenge at Amaya's hand, but Sara surrenders the amulet for Martin's safety. The Legends succeed in correcting the timeline. Eobard later shows his partners that the completed amulet projects a holographic map that can locate the Spear of Destiny, which is able to "rewrite reality itself". They must next locate Rip Hunter, who is revealed to be working as a movie director in 1967 Los Angeles.



	25
	9
	"Raiders of the Lost Art"
	Dermott Downs
	Keto Shimizu & Chris Fedak
	January 24, 2017
	T13.20009
	1.74[62]



	During the New York attack, Rip recovered the Spear of Destiny from the Waverider and used the time drive to escape. In the present, the team learns about the spear and arrives in Los Angeles, 1967, where they find Darhk and Malcolm attempting to kidnap Rip, who has no memories of his previous adventures and is filming with George Lucas. Both parties escape and Rip is arrested by the police. The team springs him from custody and takes him to the Waverider. Nate and Ray are revealed to have lost their specialities and powers since the aberration caused Lucas to quit filmmaking. While Nate, Amaya, and Ray meet Lucas to dissuade him from dropping out of school, the others learn that Lucas had a fragment of the spear. Darhk and Malcolm overpower Amaya's party and force them to search for the fragment in a dumpster. The others arrive and a battle ensues during which they recover the fragment and the Medallion. Rip, however, is abducted by Eobard and threatened with torture by Malcolm and Darhk. Lucas returns to filmmaking and the team vows to rescue Rip. Meanwhile, Mick tells Stein about his hallucinations, but the latter eventually interprets them to be emotional, not neural.



	26
	10
	"The Legion of Doom"
	Eric Laneuville[image: External link]
	Phil Klemmer & Marc Guggenheim
	January 31, 2017
	T13.20010
	1.78[63]



	In Star City 2016, Eobard and Damien recruit Malcolm just hours after the 2016 Damien is killed by Oliver. The Legion's attempts to extract information from Rip fail repeatedly, exacerbating tensions within the group. Eobard disappears after insisting on his superiority, assigning Malcolm and Damien to access Rip's bank safe deposit box in Switzerland[image: External link] 2025, the number of which Damien found engraved on Rip's tooth. Meanwhile, Martin recruits Lily to help the team decode the amulet. She finds out that she is an aberration and gets angry with Martin. After a failed robbery, Malcolm and Damien decide to work together against Eobard. The Legends realize that the mystery speedster is Eobard and that he needs the spear to undo his removal from existence[image: External link]. Damien and Malcolm break into the bank vault, finding a record of Rip's memories. They force Eobard to tell the truth about his disappearances. He reveals that Hunter Zolomon, now the undead speedster Black Flash, has been chasing him since Flashpoint. They manage to trap the pursuing speedster in the vault and escape, with Eobard agreeing to treat the duo as his equals. Lily returns home after she and Martin reconcile, while the Legion restores Rip's memories, albeit with "adjustments". In New Jersey, 1776, Rip shoots George Washington.



	27
	11
	"Turncoat"
	Alice Troughton
	Grainne Godfree & Matthew Maala
	February 7, 2017
	T13.20011
	1.77[64]



	Rip has been brainwashed into working for the Legion. The Legends, who feel the subsequent timequake, head to Christmas Eve, 1776, to protect Washington. As Sara and Mick escort Washington to safety, Rip arrives with some British troops who have been armed with modern-day assault rifles. Rip disables the team's technology and shoots Sara in the chest, opting to take Mick and Washington prisoner. Rip then head to the Waverider to retrieve the Legends' piece of the spear. Jax holds off Rip while a shrunken Ray works to fix the Waverider. Amaya and Nate share a tender moment in the wilderness. After Mick hears that Washington will be executed in the morning, he formulates an escape plan and teaches the General what it means to be an American. Rip uses Sara as leverage to get Jax to give him the spear fragment before snapping her neck. The Waverider's power is restored and Sara is revived in time to stop an enraged Jax from murdering Rip. Nate and Amaya save Mick and Washington, who goes on to lead his soldiers to victory in the American Revolution. Amaya tells Nate they should remain friends and the team celebrates Christmas on the Waverider.



	28
	12
	"Camelot/3000"
	Antonio Negret
	Anderson Mackenzie
	February 21, 2017
	T13.20012
	1.64[65]



	Rip finds former JSA member Dr. Mid-Nite in Detroit, 3000, killing him and taking his spear fragment. Gideon locates the next fragment in Medieval England, 507 A.D, during the age of King Arthur. Amaya recognizes Merlin as Stargirl, her former comrade in the JSA. She explains that Hunter joined the JSA on their final mission to secure the spear. He divided it into four pieces for more safety. The Legion abducts Arthur and controls his mind using a device taken from 3000 in order to enter Camelot, threatening to destroy it unless the spear is brought to them. Sara persuades Guinevere to help them fight back while Amaya convinces Stargirl, who is in love with Arthur, to entrust her with the fragment. Upon learning that Ray has joined Guinevere's army, the team devises a plan to reverse the effect of the device, and Arthur subdues Rip. Ray engages Damien and gets shot, but survives due to his suit's armor. In the changed history, Ray is revealed to have been become a knight. Imprisoned in the brig, Rip contacts Gideon, who has been programmed to be loyal to him.



	29
	13
	"Land of the Lost"
	Ralph Hemecker
	Keto Shimizu & Ray Utarnachitt
	March 7, 2017
	T13.20013
	1.54[66]



	Rip issues an override order to Gideon to activate the Waverider's self-destruct sequence, but the team manages to reboot Gideon and stop it. They crash land in the Cretaceous[image: External link] period and Ray, Amaya and Nate venture out to recover a lost engine part. Mick suggests using a Time Master method of mental programming to travel inside Rip's mind and discover the location of Commander Steel and the final piece of the spear. Sara and Jax travel inside Rip's mind, encountering evils from Rip's past, evil versions of themselves, Gideon in human form, and a trapped Rip. Ray, Nate and Amaya retrieve the engine part, with Amaya using her abilities to stop a dinosaur from attacking them. Nate and Amaya start to develop mutual feelings, but Ray advises against this, reminding Nate that Amaya's granddaughter will eventually inherit her abilities. Sara, Jax and Gideon free Rip's consciousness before Sara and Jax return to reality. Rip shares a kiss with the human Gideon before returning to reality and resuming his role as Captain, informing the team that he does know the location of Commander Steel and the last piece of the spear. Meanwhile in 1970, Jack Swigert, Apollo 13's Command Module Pilot, has a meeting with a doctor, revealed to be Eobard Thawne.



	30
	14
	"Moonshot"
	Kevin Mock
	Grainne Godfree
	March 14, 2017
	T13.20014
	1.34[67]



	


	This episode's plot summary may be too long[image: External link] or excessively detailed[image: External link]. Please help improve it[image: External link] by removing unnecessary details and making it more concise. (June 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




The Legends head to NASA in 1970, where Henry Heywood is working as a consultant. Henry reveals that he hid his spear fragment in the flag left by Apollo 11 on the moon, but then reveals that the Apollo 13 mission is going exactly as planned, worrying the team. It is revealed that Thawne has taken the identity of Jack Swigert, as he incapacitates the other two. Ray flies aboard the Apollo command module, and manages to restrain Thawne before retrieving the spear fragment. However, the Waverider is damaged when Sara attempts to stop meteors from damaging the Apollo craft, leaving Ray stranded on the moon. Ray and Thawne eventually launch themselves off the moon and are caught by the Waverider. Thawne is restrained, but does calculate the angle the team needs to reenter the atmosphere. With no other way to save the Waverider from destruction, Henry sacrifices himself by opening one of the Waverider outer hatches, being sucked outside the ship. Nate, disappointed that he wasn't able to create a potentially better life for his family, passes on Henry's message to his teenage father. Sara and Rip seem to clash over who should Captain the ship, but eventually reach a mutual agreement to lead the team together. Amaya asks Gideon to show her the fate of her village and her family, revealing to Amaya the destruction of her village and knowledge of her granddaughter Mari, the present-day Vixen.



	31
	15
	"Fellowship of the Spear"
	Ben Bray
	Keto Shimizu & Matthew Maala
	March 21, 2017
	T13.20015
	1.72[68]



	


	This episode's plot summary may be too long[image: External link] or excessively detailed[image: External link]. Please help improve it[image: External link] by removing unnecessary details and making it more concise. (June 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




The Legends steal the remaining spear fragments from Thawne, making it whole again. Writings on the spear reveal that it can be destroyed by the blood of Jesus Christ. Sara orders Gideon to send the Waverider back to the Crucifixion, but Rip immediately countermands the order, warning that simply going back to any significant points in history will have dire consequences if altered. Nate reveals that J. R. R. Tolkien has done a lot of research on Sir Gawain, who possessed some of Christ's blood, as a solution. They find Tolkien in the Battle of the Somme, 1916 France. Mick is confronted by what he believes to be an illusion of Snart, who is disappointed with Mick's decision to side with the Legends. Tolkien takes the Legends to the grave, where they are attacked by Darhk and an alive Snart, whom the Legion recruited to steal the Spear for them before he joined the original Legends. Tolkien acquires a map before escaping with the others. Amaya, tempted by the Spear's power, offers using the spear to erase the Legion from reality, but the idea is opposed by the others. Using the map and the spear, they track the blood to the Somme battlefield, where Rip manages to convince both sides to a temporary ceasefire, during which the Legends acquire the blood. They are confronted by Darhk and Snart, who ultimately convinces Mick to join the Legion and give them the spear, with which they escape after Snart triggers a conflict, leading to the destruction of the blood. Malcolm returns to the Legion with the Kalebros Manuscript, which they use to activate the spear.



	32
	16
	"Doomworld"
	Mairzee Almas
	Ray Utarnachitt & Sarah Hernandez
	March 28, 2017
	T13.20016
	1.59[69]



	


	This episode's plot summary may be too long[image: External link] or excessively detailed[image: External link]. Please help improve it[image: External link] by removing unnecessary details and making it more concise. (June 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




In the new reality created by the Legion of Doom, Eobard Thawne is now the genius CEO of S.T.A.R. Labs and has captured the Black Flash, Damien Darhk is the mayor of Star City, Malcolm Merlyn's family is alive and has his hand restored, and Snart and Rory control Central City as Captain Cold and Heatwave, but they still answer to Thawne as their superior. Ray, Stein, and Jax work in S.T.A.R. Labs for Thawne, Sara and Amaya work as enforcers for Darhk, killing any vigilante who opposes him, and Nate is a conspiracy theorist. Rip, being the only member of the Legends who is aware of the changes in reality, has given up and now bakes cakes onboard the Waverider. Mick, who is unsatisfied with his easy life of crime, takes Nate to re-assemble the Legends, using Ray's new invention, the reality gun, to restore their memories. Stein, who is abused by Jax in this reality, breaks the gun after the latter attempts to use it on him. They resolve to reclaim the Spear from Thawne, before he can use an incinerator built by Stein powerful enough to destroy it, cementing the new reality. Darhk, Merlyn, and Snart also form an alliance against Thawne to reclaim the Spear for themselves. In a fight to retrieve the Spear, Amaya, who attempts to restore reality, is killed by Snart, thus enabling Thawne to destroy the Spear. Now trapped in this alternate reality forever, without their special powers, the defeated Legends make a risky plan to stop the Legion from ever getting the Spear in the first place, by travelling back to 1916 and preventing the Spear from being taken. Elsewhere, Rip and the Waverider are revealed to be miniaturized in Thawne's office.



	33
	17
	"Aruba"
	Rob Seidenglanz
	Phil Klemmer & Marc Guggenheim
	April 4, 2017
	T13.20017
	1.52[70]
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The Legends regain contact with the Waverider and Ray de-miniaturizes both it and Rip. The Legends travel back to the Battle of the Somme to steal the Spear before the Legion can use it, while Thawne arrives from the altered reality, and destroys the blood of Christ, before killing future Ray, and informs the past Legion members about the future Legends. The Legends end up interacting with their past selves, creating a time storm that prevents them from using the past Legends' Waverider to escape when they are ambushed by Merlyn, Darhk, and Snart. During the subsequent battle, the future Legends, with the exception of Sara and Rip, are killed by the Legion, before they are in turn incapacitated by the past Legends. Thawne arrives with multiple past versions of himself to fight the team, while Sara begins to use the Spear to rewrite reality. After Sara speaks to a manifestation of Laurel, Eobard takes the spear and attempts to use it against the team, only for Sara to reveal that she made the Spear defunct and that she released the Black Flash, who kills Eobard and erases him, his past versions, and the Spear from existence. With the mission complete, the remaining future Legends fade out of existence too. Nate convinces Amaya to stay. The Legends drop off Merlyn at his apartment in 2016, and erase Darhk's and Snart's memories, dropping them off in 1987 and 2014, respectively, to live out their destinies and eventual deaths. Rip leaves the team, telling Sara that he has taught her everything. The Legends set off for Aruba, 2017, at Mick's request, but find themselves in Los Angeles, 2017, which, due to their meddling in time, now has buildings from different time periods and is swarming with dinosaurs.
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In January 2015, co-creator Greg Berlanti stated that there were "very early" preliminary talks for an additional spin-off series centered on Ray Palmer / Atom (Brandon Routh), from Arrow and The Flash.[71] In February 2015, it was reported that a spin-off series, described as a superhero team-up show, was in discussion by The CW for a possible 2015–16 midseason release. Berlanti, Andrew Kreisberg, Marc Guggenheim, and Sarah Schechter would serve as executive producers. The potential series would be headlined by several recurring characters from both Arrow and The Flash, including Palmer, Leonard Snart (Wentworth Miller), and Dr. Martin Stein (Victor Garber). Caity Lotz was also mentioned to be among the main cast. There would be potential for other Arrow/Flash characters to cross over to the new series, and the series would be casting "three major DC Comics characters who have never appeared in a TV series".[6]

In March 2015, Stephen Amell, who portrays Oliver Queen / Green Arrow on Arrow, confirmed the series would air in the 2015–16 midseason. Additionally, Kreisberg stated more would be revealed about the nature of the series by the end of Arrow's third season, specifically why Lotz is slated to appear, given her previous character, Sara, was killed at the start of Arrow season three.[72] Berlanti also stated there was a particular reason for the other half of Firestorm—Ronnie Raymond (Robbie Amell), as seen on The Flash—not being mentioned in the initial cast announcement.[73] On the purpose of the series, Berlanti said it was designed to be "most similar to our crossover episodes, where you feel that 'event-iness', but all the time. For us, first and foremost, with all of [our shows], it's about 'how is it its own thing?' Because we don't just want to do it to do it." He also revealed the producers were focusing on "making sure that the villain that we have on [the] show is distinct too... another big character who hasn't been used yet."[74] Also in March, Dominic Purcell was revealed to be reprising his role as Heat Wave in the series,[26] and Blake Neely, composer of Arrow and The Flash, would serve as composer.[75] At the end of the month, Arthur Darvill was cast as Rip Hunter, one of the "new to TV" DC characters,[9] while Ciara Renée was cast as Kendra Saunders / Hawkgirl.[15] In April 2015, in a Variety article on the recent MipTV event, it noted the title for the series would be Legends of Tomorrow, despite it still being unconfirmed by those involved with the series.[76] Also in the month, Franz Drameh was cast as Jax Jackson.[12]

In May 2015, actor Victor Garber said that The CW was impressed with what was shown to them, giving the project a straight-to-series order.[77] The network officially confirmed the order for the series on May 7, 2015, as well as the official title, DC's Legends of Tomorrow.[5] Later in the month, it was confirmed that Lotz would reprise her role as Sara Lance, who would be taking the name White Canary,[11] as well as revealing the antagonist as Vandal Savage.[78] In June 2015, it was announced that Phil Klemmer had been made the series showrunner as well as executive producer;[79] Chris Fedak serves as executive producer and co-showrunner with Klemmer.[80] At the end of the month, Grant Gustin stated he would appear in the series as Barry Allen / Flash,[81] though he ultimately did not appear in the first season. In August 2015, Casper Crump was cast as Vandal Savage.[82]

On March 11, 2016, the series was renewed for a second season,[83] which debuted in October 2016.[84] The producers have considered adjusting the Legends team for additional seasons, with Joseph David-Jones' Connor Hawke and Megalyn Echikunwoke's Vixen potential additions.[85][86] For the second season, Klemmer revealed that Arrow writer Keto Shimizu and The Flash writer Grainne Godfree would be working on Legends in order to "make our stories work in concert" with Arrow and The Flash. Klemmer also noted the challenges of creating more crossover elements, since Amell and Gustin work full days for their respective shows. In terms of working within the Arrowverse, Klemmer said that the death of Laurel Lance on Arrow would "resonate into Season 2... [since] something that happens on Arrow can create ripples that appear on our show in a huge way. It fundamentally alters the DNA of our series."[87] The second season initially consisted of 13 episodes,[88] with four more ordered in November 2016 to bring the season total to 17.[89]

Teasing the premise of season two in April 2016, Klemmer stated, "We're coming at it from a completely different angle. We're determined to make every part of season two feel like its own show. [The first episode of season two] will very much be a new pilot with new good guys, new bad guys, new stakes, new dynamics, new goals. The team will basically have to find a new purpose. Once you save the world, what do you do then?... The fact that the world was in peril sort of forced our team to fall into its own dysfunctional version of lockstep. Season two, they're no longer going to be hunted by Time Masters. They're no longer going to be burdened with having to save the world. It's no longer going to be about saving Miranda and Jonas. The interesting thing about season two is I think it's going to have a much, much different tone because our Legends are going to have a totally different purpose. They're actually going to have a totally different constitution. There will be new faces and new everything."[87] The season also introduced members of the Justice Society of America.[90] The Society consisted of Hourman, Vixen, Commander Steel, Obsidian, Stargirl and Dr. Mid-Nite.[91] The season also featured a version of the Legion of Doom, composed of the Reverse-Flash, Malcolm Merlyn, Damien Darhk and Captain Cold.[28]
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 Filming



In May 2015, Garber revealed filming would begin in August 2015, for a January 2016 premiere.[77] The series shot a presentation for the network's upfront showcase, which was filmed over the course of one night, and directed by Arrow and The Flash veteran Dermott Downs.[7] Filming of the series began on September 9, 2015, in Vancouver, British Columbia.[92][93][94] Director/producer Glen Winter discussed in a January 2016 interview with Comic Book Resources the process of filming key elements of the series' Pilot,


The new facet for Legends was that there's no #1 [actor] on the call sheet. There are seven or eight leads. For me, that was the intimidating part. I wasn't as worried about the action and tone as I was with wrangling all these personalities and finding out how they all work together. Or, how to shoot a scene with eight people in the Waverider, day after day.[95]



He stated of the series style of shooting on location as opposed to predominantly shooting on a soundstage,


As is typical with any pilot, most of the time you are going to shoot more on location. Because you don't necessarily know if you are going to have a show that's been picked up, they don't want to invest a lot of money in the infrastructure, so you end up shooting more on location. The only set that was built was the Waverider. That being said, because we knew there was a pickup for the show, it wasn't a conventional pilot. All the resources of construction went into the Waverider. That's continuing into the series. I don't think they tend to build much. I think they tend to adapt locations because there's so much time travel and so many eras to create.[95]
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 Broadcast



Legends of Tomorrow premiered in the United States on January 21, 2016,[96] and the first season consisted of sixteen episodes.[97] The series premiere in Australia was originally announced as January 20, 2016,[98][99] however it was pushed back until January 22.[100] It started airing in the United Kingdom on March 3, 2016.[101]
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 Reception
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 Critical reception



The pilot was well-reviewed for its potential. Russ Burlingame from ComicBook.com praised it saying, "The series delivers a sharp, enjoyable pilot that's arguably the most attention-grabbing and entertaining from any of the current crop of superhero shows."[102] Jesse Schedeen of IGN gave the first part of the pilot episode a 7.7/10, praising the show's "epic scope", "fun character dynamics", and Arthur Darvill's performance;[103] and gave the second part of the pilot a 8.4/10, saying it "improved in its sophomore episode thanks to great character dynamics and superhero action".[104]

However, review aggregation website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gave the complete first season an only 58% approval rating, with an average rating of 6/10 based on 36 reviews. The website's consensus reads: "Fancy effects, comic-book nostalgia, and an alluring cast help keep it afloat, but DC's Legends of Tomorrow suffers from an overloaded cast of characters that contribute to a distractingly crowded canvas."[105] Metacritic, which uses a weighted average, assigned a score of 58 out of 100 based on reviews from 22 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[106]

Rotten Tomatoes gave the second season a 77% approval rating, with an average rating of 6.1/10 based on 13 reviews. The website's consensus reads: "Though the narrative remains too ambitious, DC's Legends of Tomorrow enjoys a freer creative arc with the removal of problem characters."[107]
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 Ratings





	Season
	Timeslot (ET)
	Episodes
	First aired
	Last aired
	TV season
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(millions)
	18–49 rating

(average)



	Date
	Viewers

(millions)
	Date
	Viewers

(millions)



	1
	Thursday 8:00pm
	16
	January 21, 2016
	3.21[36]
	May 19, 2016
	1.85[53]
	2015–16
	135
	3.16
	1.2[108]



	2
	Thursday 8:00pm (1–8)

Tuesday 9:00pm (9–16)

Tuesday 8:00pm (17)
	17
	October 13, 2016
	1.82[54]
	April 4, 2017
	1.52[70]
	2016–17
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
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 Season 1 (2016)





	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"Pilot, Part 1"
	January 21, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.21[36]
	0.9
	2.03
	2.1
	5.24[109]



	2
	"Pilot, Part 2"
	January 28, 2016
	1.1/3
	2.89[37]
	0.8
	1.64
	1.9
	4.54[110]



	3
	"Blood Ties"
	February 4, 2016
	0.9/3
	2.32[38]
	0.7
	1.63
	1.6
	3.95[111]



	4
	"White Knights"
	February 7, 2016
	0.9/3
	2.39[40]
	0.6
	1.40
	1.5
	3.80[112]



	5
	"Fail-Safe"
	February 18, 2016
	0.8/3
	2.25[41]
	0.7
	1.47
	1.5
	3.71[113]



	6
	"Star City 2046"
	February 25, 2016
	0.9/3
	2.47[42]
	0.7
	1.41
	1.6
	3.88[114]



	7
	"Marooned"
	March 3, 2016
	0.9/3
	2.28[43]
	N/A
	1.32
	N/A
	3.60[115]



	8
	"Night of the Hawk"
	March 10, 2016
	0.7/2
	2.01[44]
	0.6
	1.21
	1.3
	3.23[116]



	9
	"Left Behind"
	March 31, 2016
	0.7/2
	1.97[45]
	0.5
	1.17
	1.2
	3.14[117]



	10
	"Progeny"
	April 7, 2016
	0.7/3
	1.88[46]
	0.6
	1.23
	1.3
	3.23[118]



	11
	"The Magnificent Eight"
	April 14, 2016
	0.7/3
	1.98[48]
	0.5
	1.19
	1.2
	3.19[119]



	12
	"Last Refuge"
	April 21, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.78[49]
	0.6
	1.22
	1.2
	3.00[120]



	13
	"Leviathan"
	April 28, 2016
	0.7/2
	1.86[50]
	0.6
	1.33
	1.3
	3.19[121]



	14
	"River of Time"
	May 5, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.63[51]
	0.5
	1.15
	1.1
	2.78[122]



	15
	"Destiny"
	May 12, 2016
	0.7/3
	1.89[52]
	0.5
	1.18
	1.2
	3.08[123]



	16
	"Legendary"
	May 19, 2016
	0.7/3
	1.85[53]
	0.5
	1.28
	1.2
	3.13[124]
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 Season 2 (2016–17)





	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"Out of Time"
	October 13, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.82[54]
	0.6
	1.19
	1.2
	3.01[125]



	2
	"The Justice Society of America"
	October 20, 2016
	0.7/2
	1.80[55]
	N/A
	1.03
	N/A
	2.83[126]



	3
	"Shogun"
	October 27, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.75[56]
	0.4
	0.96
	1.0
	2.71[127]



	4
	"Abominations"
	November 3, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.75[57]
	0.4
	0.99
	1.0
	2.74[128]



	5
	"Compromised"
	November 10, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.77[58]
	0.4
	0.98
	1.0
	2.75[129]



	6
	"Outlaw Country"
	November 17, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.85[59]
	0.5
	N/A
	1.1[130]
	N/A



	7
	"Invasion!"
	December 1, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.39[60]
	0.7
	1.84
	1.9
	5.24[131]



	8
	"The Chicago Way"
	December 8, 2016
	0.7/3
	2.00[61]
	0.5
	1.17
	1.2
	3.17[132]



	9
	"Raiders of the Lost Art"
	January 24, 2017
	0.6/2
	1.74[62]
	N/A
	1.14
	N/A
	2.94[133]



	10
	"The Legion of Doom"
	January 31, 2017
	0.7/3
	1.78[63]
	0.5
	1.19
	1.2
	2.96[134]



	11
	"Turncoat"
	February 7, 2017
	0.7/3
	1.77[64]
	N/A
	1.10
	N/A
	2.87[135]



	12
	"Camelot/3000"
	February 21, 2017
	0.6/2
	1.64[65]
	0.5
	1.06
	1.1
	2.70[136]



	13
	"Land of the Lost"
	March 7, 2017
	0.5/2
	1.54[66]
	0.5
	1.07
	1.0
	2.61[137]



	14
	"Moonshot"
	March 14, 2017
	0.5/2
	1.34[67]
	0.3
	1.01
	0.8
	2.35[138]



	15
	"Fellowship of the Spear"
	March 21, 2017
	0.6/2
	1.72[68]
	N/A
	0.98
	N/A
	2.70[139]



	16
	"Doomworld"
	March 28, 2017
	0.5/2
	1.59[69]
	0.5
	1.01
	1.0
	2.60[140]



	17
	"Aruba"
	April 4, 2017
	0.6/2
	1.52[70]
	N/A
	0.87
	N/A
	2.39[141]
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 Awards and nominations





	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	Saturn Awards
	Best Superhero Adaption Television Series
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Nominated
	[142]



	The Joey Awards
	Young Actor in a TV Series Featured Role 6–10 Years
	Glen Gordon
	Won
	[143]



	Young Actor in an Action TV Series Guest Starring/Principal Role
	Aiden Longworth
	Nominated



	Cory Gruter-Andrew
	Nominated



	Mitchell Kummen
	Won



	Young Actor in a TV Series Recurring Role 6–9 Years
	Kiefer O'Reilly
	Won



	2017
	Leo Awards
	Best Direction in a Dramatic Series
	David Geddes
	Nominated
	[144]



	Best Visual Effects in a Dramatic Series
	Armen V. Kevorkian, Meagan Condito, Rick Ramirez, Andranik Taranyan, James Rorick
	Nominated



	Best Sound in a Dramatic Series
	Kristian Bailey
	Won
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 Home release





	Complete Season
	DVD/Blu-ray Release dates
	Additional info



	Region 1/A
	Region 2/B
	Region 4/C



	1
	August 23, 2016[145]
	August 29, 2016[146]
	August 31, 2016[147]
	The Blu-ray/DVD box-sets include featurettes, deleted scenes, gag reels and highlights from Comic-Con.



	2
	TBA
	August 14, 2017[148]
	TBA
	TBA
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 Arrowverse



Main article: Arrowverse

In May 2015, Renée made a cameo in the final episode of The Flash's first season, "Fast Enough", and later made appearances in the show's second season in November 2015.[149][150][151] In July 2015, Guggenheim revealed that the resurrection of Sara Lance would be launched in the first few episodes of Arrow's fourth season, with the events of the eighth episodes of Arrow and The Flash—which were a crossover event—being used to set up the other characters of Legends of Tomorrow.[152] Franz Drameh was introduced as the new other half of Firestorm in the fourth episode of the second season of The Flash. Crump, Hentschel and James debut in the crossover episodes for the second season of The Flash and the fourth season of Arrow.[21][82][153] In November 2016, the cast of Legends of Tomorrow appeared on The Flash and Arrow as part of the three-part "Invasion!" crossover event; the crossover episodes also featured appearances by Melissa Benoist, reprising her role as Kara Danvers / Supergirl from the TV series Supergirl.
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Superhero fiction is a genre[image: External link] mainly originating in and most common to American comic books[image: External link], though it has expanded into other media[image: External link] through adaptations and original works.

The form is a type of speculative fiction[image: External link] examining the adventures of costumed crime fighters known as superheroes[image: External link], who often possess superhuman powers[image: External link] and battle similarly powered criminals[image: External link] known as supervillains[image: External link]. Occasionally, this type of fiction is referred to as superhuman or super-powered fiction rather than superhero fiction in order to reflect that broader scope of both heroes and villains, as well as cover those characters with enhanced abilities that fall outside the classic superhero/supervillain dichotomy.
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Main article: Superhero[image: External link]

A superhero[image: External link] is most often the protagonist[image: External link] of superhero fiction, although some titles, such as Marvels[image: External link] by Kurt Busiek[image: External link] and Alex Ross[image: External link], use superheroes as secondary characters[image: External link]. A superhero (sometimes rendered super-hero or super hero) is a type of stock character possessing "extraordinary or superhuman powers" and dedicated to protecting the public. Since the debut of the prototypical superhero Superman[image: External link] in 1938, stories of superheroes—ranging from brief episodic adventures to continuing years-long sagas—have dominated American comic books and crossed over into other media. The word itself dates to at least 1917. A female superhero is sometimes called a superheroine[image: External link] (also rendered super-heroine or super heroine). "SUPER HEROES" is a trademark co-owned by DC Comics and Marvel Comics.

By most definitions, characters do not strictly require actual superhuman powers to be deemed superheroes, although terms such as costumed crime fighters or masked vigilantes are sometimes used to refer to those such as Batman and Green Arrow without such powers who share other common superhero traits. Such characters were generally referred to as "mystery men" in the so-called Golden Age of Comic Books to distinguish them from characters with super-powers. Normally, superheroes use their powers to counter day-to-day crime while also combating threats against humanity by their criminal counterparts, supervillains. Long-running superheroes such as Superman, Batman, Spider-Man and Iron Man have a "rogues gallery[image: External link]" of such enemies. One of these supervillains might be the superhero's archenemy. Superheroes will sometimes combat other threats such as aliens, magical/fantasy entities, natural disasters, political ideologies such as Nazism or communism (and their proponents), and godlike or demonic creatures.
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Main article: Supervillain[image: External link]

A supervillain or supervillainess is a variant of the villain character type, commonly found in comic books, action movies and science fiction in various media. They are sometimes used as foils to superheroes and other heroes. Whereas superheroes often wield fantastic powers, the supervillain possesses commensurate powers and abilities so that he can present a daunting challenge to the hero. Even without actual physical, mystical, superhuman or superalien powers, the supervillain often possesses a genius intellect that allows him to draft complex schemes or create fantastic devices.

Another common trait is possession of considerable resources to help further his aims. Many supervillains share some typical characteristics of real world dictators, mobsters, and terrorists and often have aspirations of world domination or universal leadership. Superheroes and supervillains often mirror each other in their powers, abilities, or origins. In some cases, the only difference between the two is that the hero uses his extraordinary powers to help others, while the villain uses his powers for selfish, destructive or ruthless purposes.
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Main articles: Secret identity[image: External link] and Alter ego[image: External link]

Both superheroes and supervillains often use alter egos[image: External link] while in action. While sometimes the character's real name is publicly known, alter egos are most often used to hide the character's secret identity[image: External link] from their enemies and the public.

With superheroes, the duality of their identities is kept a secret and closely guarded to protect those close to them from being harmed and to prevent them from being called upon constantly, even for problems not serious enough to require their attention.

With supervillains, by contrast, the duality of their identities is kept a secret and closely guarded to conceal their crimes from the general public, so that they may inflict greater harm on the general public, and to enable them to act freely, and hence illegally, without risk of arrest by law-enforcement authorities.
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Main article: Comic book death[image: External link]

Death in superhero fiction is rarely permanent, as characters who die are often brought back to life through supernatural means or via retcons[image: External link] (retroactive continuity), the alteration of previously established facts in the continuity of a fictional work. Fans have termed the practice of bringing back dead characters "comic book death[image: External link]".

Another common trait of superhero fiction is the killing off of a superhero's significant other by a supervillain to advance the plot. Comic book writer Gail Simone[image: External link] has coined the term "Women in Refrigerators[image: External link]" (named after an incident in Green Lantern[image: External link] #54 where Kyle Rayner[image: External link]'s girlfriend Alex DeWitt[image: External link] is murdered by the supervillain Major Force[image: External link] and stuffed into Rayner's refrigerator[image: External link]) to refer to this practice.[1][2]
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Main articles: Continuity (fiction)[image: External link] and Canon (fiction)[image: External link]

Many works of superhero fiction occur in a shared[image: External link] fictional universe[image: External link], sometimes (as in the cases of the DC[image: External link] and Marvel Universes[image: External link]) establishing a fictional continuity[image: External link] of thousands of works spread over many decades.

Changes to continuity are also common, ranging from small changes to established continuity, commonly called retcons[image: External link], to full reboots[image: External link], erasing all previous continuity.

It is also common for stories works of superhero fiction to contain established characters and setting while occurring outside of the main canon[image: External link] for those characters.
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Main article: Fictional crossover[image: External link]

Crossovers[image: External link] often occur between characters of different works of superhero fiction. In comic books, highly publicized "events" are published featuring crossovers between many characters.

Intercompany crossovers[image: External link], between characters of different continuity, are also common.
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The mythologies of many ancient civilizations feature pantheons of gods and goddesses with superhuman powers, as well as heroes such as Gilgamesh[image: External link] and Perseus[image: External link] and demigods like Heracles[image: External link].[3][4] Antecedents of the superhero archetype include such folkloric[image: External link] heroes as Robin Hood[image: External link], who adventured in distinctive clothing,[5] Penny dreadfuls[image: External link], shilling shockers[image: External link], dime novels[image: External link], radio programs[image: External link], and other popular fiction of the late 19th and early 20th centuries featured mysterious, swashbuckling heroes with distinct costumes, unusual abilities and altruistic missions, with the 1903 play The Scarlet Pimpernel[image: External link] and its spinoffs popularizing the idea of a masked avenger and the superhero trope of a secret identity;[5] such characters as the Green Hornet[image: External link], the Scarecrow of Romney Marsh[image: External link], and Spring Heeled Jack[image: External link],[5] the last of whom first emerged as an urban legend[image: External link], would follow. Likewise, the science-fiction heroes John Carter of Mars[image: External link] and Flash Gordon[image: External link], with their futuristic weapons and gadgets; Tarzan[image: External link], with his high degree of athleticism and strength, and his ability to communicate with animals; Robert E. Howard[image: External link]'s Conan the Barbarian[image: External link] and the biologically modified Hugo Danner[image: External link] of the novel Gladiator[image: External link], were heroes with unusual abilities who fought sometimes larger-than-life foes. The word " superhero[image: External link]" itself dates to at least 1917.[6]

The most direct antecedents are pulp magazine[image: External link] crime fighters such as the masked and caped Zorro[image: External link] (introduced by Johnston M. McCulley[image: External link] in 1919 with The Curse of Capistrano[image: External link]) with his trademark "Z," the preternaturally mesmeric The Shadow[image: External link] (1930), the "peak human" Doc Savage[image: External link] (1933), and The Spider[image: External link] (1933), and comic strip[image: External link] characters such as Hugo Hercules[image: External link], Popeye[image: External link], and the Phantom[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The first masked crime-fighter created for comic books was writer-artist George Brenner[image: External link]'s non-superpowered detective the Clock[image: External link],[7][8] who debuted in Centaur Publications[image: External link]' Funny Pages #6 (Nov. 1936). Historians point to the first appearance of Superman[image: External link], created by Jerome "Jerry" Siegel[image: External link] and designed by Joseph "Joe" Shuster[image: External link], in Action Comics[image: External link] #1 (June 1938) as the debut of the comic-book archetype of the superhero.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Outside the American comics industry, superpowered, costumed heroes such as Ōgon Bat[image: External link] (1931) and the Prince of Gamma (ガンマ王子 ?[image: External link]) (year unknown), were visualized in painted panels used by kamishibai[image: External link] oral storytellers in Japan.[9][10]
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Main article: Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link]

In 1938, writer Jerry Siegel[image: External link] and artist Joe Shuster[image: External link], who had previously worked in pulp[image: External link] science fiction magazines, introduced Superman[image: External link]. (Siegel, as the writer, actually created the central and supporting characters; Shuster, as the artist, designed these characters, and gave Superman the first version of his now-iconic uniform.)

The character possessed many of the traits that have come to define the superhero: a secret identity[image: External link], superhuman powers and a colorful costume including a symbol and cape. His name is also the source of the term "superhero," although early comic book heroes were sometimes also called mystery men or masked heroes.

DC Comics, which published under the names National and All-American at the time, received an overwhelming response to Superman[image: External link] and, in the years that followed, introduced Batman[image: External link], Wonder Woman[image: External link], The Green Lantern[image: External link], The Flash[image: External link], The Hawkman, Aquaman[image: External link], and The Green Arrow[image: External link]. The first team of superheroes was DC's Justice Society of America, featuring most of the aforementioned characters. Although DC dominated the superhero market at this time, companies large and small created hundreds of superheroes. The Human Torch of the Golden Age[image: External link] and the Sub-Mariner[image: External link], from Marvel Comics[image: External link] (then called Timely Comics[image: External link] and later re-branded Atlas Comics[image: External link]), and Plastic Man[image: External link] and Phantom Lady[image: External link] from Quality Comics[image: External link] were also hits. Will Eisner[image: External link]'s The Spirit[image: External link], featured in a comic strip[image: External link], would become a considerable artistic inspiration to later comic book creators. The era's most popular superhero, however, was Fawcett Comics[image: External link]'s Captain Marvel[image: External link], whose exploits regularly outsold those of Superman[image: External link] during the 1940s. When Fawcett Comics went out of business as such, DC Comics, which had been embroiled in a bitter copyright dispute with Fawcett Comics over Captain Marvel, bought out the copyright to not only the character but also his ancillary "Marvel Family" of heroes and villains.

During World War II[image: External link], superheroes grew in popularity, surviving paper rationing and the loss of many writers and illustrators to service in the armed forces. The need for simple tales of good triumphing over evil may explain the wartime popularity of superheroes. Publishers responded with stories in which superheroes battled the Axis Powers[image: External link] and the patriotically themed superheroes, most notably Marvel's Captain America[image: External link] as well as DC's Wonder Woman[image: External link].

Like other pop-culture figures of the time, Superheroes were used to promote domestic propaganda during wartime, ranging from the purchasing of war bonds[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]

Following superheroes's popularity during this time, those characters' appeal began to dwindle in the post-war era.[11] Comic-book publishers, casting about for new subjects and genres, found success in, particularly, crime fiction[image: External link], the most prominent comic of which was Lev Gleason Publications[image: External link]'s Crime Does Not Pay[image: External link],[12] and horror[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The lurid nature of these genres sparked a moral crusade in which comics were blamed for juvenile delinquency[image: External link] and the United States Senate Subcommittee on Juvenile Delinquency[image: External link] began. The movement was spearheaded by psychiatrist Fredric Wertham[image: External link], who famously (but falsely) argued, especially in his infamous book Seduction of the Innocent[image: External link], that "deviant" sexual undertones ran rampant in superhero comics.[13] In 2012, his methodology was reviewed and his results were found to be misleading if not falsified.[14][15]

In response, the comic book industry adopted the stringent Comics Code[image: External link]. By the mid-1950s, only Superman[image: External link], Batman[image: External link] and Wonder Woman[image: External link] retained a sliver of their prior popularity, although effort towards complete inoffensiveness led to stories that many consider silly, especially by modern standards. This ended what historians have called the Golden Age of comic books[image: External link].

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Silver Age



Main article: Silver Age of Comic Books[image: External link]

In the 1950s, DC Comics, under the editorship of Julius Schwartz[image: External link], recreated many popular 1940s heroes, launching an era later deemed the Silver Age of comic books[image: External link]. The Flash[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], Hawkman and several others were recreated[image: External link] with new origin stories. While past superheroes resembled mythological[image: External link] heroes in their origins and abilities, these heroes were inspired by contemporary science fiction. In 1960, DC banded its most popular heroes together in the Justice League of America[image: External link], which became a sales phenomenon.

Empowered by the return of the superhero at DC, Marvel Comics[image: External link] editor/writer Stan Lee[image: External link] and the artists/co-writers Jack Kirby[image: External link], Steve Ditko[image: External link] and Bill Everett[image: External link] launched a new line of superhero comic books, beginning with The Fantastic Four[image: External link] in 1961 and continuing with the Incredible Hulk[image: External link], Spider-Man[image: External link], Iron Man[image: External link], Thor[image: External link], the X-Men[image: External link], and Daredevil[image: External link]. These comics continued DC’s use of science fiction concepts ( radiation[image: External link] was a common source of superpowers) but placed greater emphasis on personal conflict and character development. This led to many superheroes that differed from predecessors with more dramatic potential. For example, the Fantastic Four were a superhero family of sorts, who squabbled and even held some unresolved acrimony towards one another, and Spider-Man was a teenager who struggled to earn money and maintain his social life in addition to his costumed exploits.
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In the 1970s, DC Comics paired the Green Lantern[image: External link] with the Green Arrow[image: External link] in a team-up series, Green Lantern co-starring Green Arrow. Writer Dennis O'Neil[image: External link] portrayed the Green Arrow as an angry, street-smart populist[image: External link] and the Green Lantern as a good-natured, but short-sighted, authority figure. This is the first instance in which superheroes were classified into two distinct groups, the "classic" superhero and the more brazen anti-hero.

Likewise in Marvel Comics[image: External link], Captain America[image: External link] was revived in the Silver Age[image: External link], as a hero out of his time after spending decades in suspended animation[image: External link]. The character grew to question his patriotic ideals until he received a traumatizing shock at the end of an adventure that was the Marvel Universe[image: External link]'s analogy to the Watergate scandal[image: External link]. Disillusioned, the Captain gave up his persona in favor of Nomad[image: External link] until he came to a personal epiphany that he could champion America's ideals alone.

DC Comics also returned Batman[image: External link] to his roots as a dubious vigilante[image: External link], and Marvel Comics introduced several popular antiheroes[image: External link], including the Punisher[image: External link], Wolverine[image: External link], and writer/artist Frank Miller[image: External link]'s dark version of the longtime hero Daredevil[image: External link]. Batman, The Punisher, and Daredevil were driven by the crime-related deaths of their family members and continual exposure to slum[image: External link] life, while X-Men[image: External link]'s Wolverine was tormented by barely controllable savage instincts. Iron Man[image: External link], already a heart-transplant patient subject to occasional heart attacks, now also struggled with debilitating alcoholism[image: External link]. The trend was also seen in the 1986 miniseries[image: External link] Watchmen[image: External link] by writer Alan Moore[image: External link] and artist Dave Gibbons[image: External link], which was published by DC but took place outside the DC Universe[image: External link] with new characters. Some of the superheroes of Watchmen were emotionally unsatisfied, psychologically withdrawn, sexually confused, and even sociopathic[image: External link]. Watchmen also examined perceived flaws in the superhero mythos such as the inculpability of vigilantism[image: External link], and the supposed ultimate irrelevance of fighting crime in a world threatened by nuclear holocaust[image: External link].

Another story, The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link] (1985–1986), continued Batman’s renovation/reinterpretation. This miniseries, written and illustrated by Frank Miller, featured a Batman from an alternate/non-continuity future returning from retirement. The series portrayed the hero as an obsessed vigilante, necessarily at odds with official social authority figures, illustrated both by the relationship between Batman and retiring police commissioner James Gordon[image: External link], and by the symbolic slugfest between the Dark Knight and Superman[image: External link], now an agent/secret weapon of the Federal government of the United States[image: External link].

Miller continued his treatment of the Batman character with 1987's Batman: Year One[image: External link] ( Batman[image: External link] issues #404-407) and 2001's The Dark Knight Strikes Again[image: External link] (also known as DK2). DK2, the long-awaited follow-up to The Dark Knight Returns, contrasts the traditional superhero-crimefighter character with the politicized characters that evolved during the 1990s; this was, perhaps, epitomized by The Authority[image: External link] and Planetary[image: External link], both written by British author Warren Ellis[image: External link]. In DK2, Superman's nemesis Lex Luthor[image: External link] is the power behind the throne[image: External link], controlling a tyrannical American government, as well as Superman himself. Superman's submission to Luthor's twisted power structure, in the name of saving lives, is contrasted with Batman's determined attack against corrupted institutions of government; the dual message has been interpreted to be that crime can occur at all levels of society, and that heroes are responsible for fighting both symptoms and causes of societal dysfunction and corruption.
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By the early 1990s, anti-heroes had become the rule rather than the exception, as The Punisher[image: External link], Wolverine[image: External link] and the grimmer Batman[image: External link] became popular and marketable characters. Anti-heroes such as the X-Men[image: External link]’s Gambit[image: External link] and Bishop[image: External link], X-Force[image: External link]'s Cable[image: External link] and the Spider-Man[image: External link] adversary Venom[image: External link] became some of the most popular new characters of the early 1990s. This was a financial boom time[image: External link] for the industry when a new character could become well known quickly and, according to many fans, stylistic flair eclipsed character development.

In 1992, Marvel illustrators Todd McFarlane[image: External link], Jim Lee[image: External link] and Rob Liefeld[image: External link]—all of whom helped popularize anti-heroes in the Spider-Man and X-Men franchises—left Marvel to form Image Comics[image: External link]. Image changed the comic book industry as a haven for creator-owned characters and the first significant challenger to Marvel and DC in thirty years. Image superhero teams, such as Lee’s WildC.A.Ts[image: External link] and Gen¹³[image: External link], and Liefeld’s Youngblood[image: External link], were instant hits but were criticized[citation needed[image: External link]] as over-muscled, over-sexualized, excessively violent, and lacking in unique personality. McFarlane's occult[image: External link] hero Spawn[image: External link] fared somewhat better in critical respect[citation needed[image: External link]] and long-term sales.

In this decade, Marvel and DC made drastic temporary changes to iconic characters. DC's "Death of Superman[image: External link]" story arc across numerous Superman[image: External link] titles found the hero killed and resurrected, while Batman[image: External link] was physically crippled in the " KnightFall[image: External link]" storyline. At Marvel, a clone of Spider-Man[image: External link] vied with the original for over a year of stories across several series. All eventually returned to the status quo.

Throughout the 1990s, several creators deviated from the trends of violent anti-heroes and sensational, large-scale storylines. Painter Alex Ross[image: External link], writer Kurt Busiek[image: External link] and Alan Moore himself tried to "reconstruct" the superhero form. Acclaimed titles such as Busiek's, Ross' and Brent Anderson[image: External link]'s Astro City[image: External link] and Moore's Tom Strong[image: External link] combined artistic sophistication and idealism into a super heroic version of retro-futurism[image: External link]. Ross also painted two widely acclaimed mini-series[image: External link], Marvels[image: External link] (written by Busiek) for Marvel Comics and Kingdom Come[image: External link] for DC, which examined the classic superhero in a more literary context, as well as satirizing antiheroes. Magog[image: External link], Superman[image: External link]’s rival in Kingdom Come, was partially modeled after Cable.
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Main article: Superhero film[image: External link]

Superhero films began as Saturday movie serials[image: External link] aimed at children during the 1940s. The decline of these serials meant the death of superhero films until the release of 1978's Superman[image: External link], a critical and commercial success. Several sequels[image: External link] followed in the 1980s. 1989's Batman[image: External link] was also highly successful and followed by several sequels in the 1990s. Yet while both franchises were initially successful, later sequels[image: External link] in both series fared poorly both artistically and financially, stunting the growth of superhero films for a time.

Hit films such as Blade[image: External link] (1998), X-Men[image: External link] (2000), and Spider-Man[image: External link] (2002) have led to sequel installments as well as encouraging the development of numerous superhero film franchises in the 21st century, both successful (such as the 2005 reboot[image: External link] of the Batman film franchise[image: External link]) and unsuccessful (such as 2004's Catwoman[image: External link]). Although the genre's commercial appeal has been relatively uneven, the subgenre have become a major element of mainstream film production with outstanding successes like The Dark Knight[image: External link] in 2008, The Avengers[image: External link] and The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link] in 2012, Iron Man 3[image: External link] in 2013, and Avengers: Age of Ultron[image: External link] in 2015 attracting major revenue and critical plaudits. This trend was reinforced in 2016 with the outstanding success of the critically lauded Deadpool[image: External link], a film adaptation of a relatively minor Marvel Comics character[image: External link] that premiered at over $100 million in February, a time of year generally considered poor for movie audience interest[image: External link].[16]
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Main articles: Superhero live-action television series and List of superhero television series[image: External link]

Several live-action superhero programs aired from the early 1950s until the late 1970s. These included Adventures of Superman starring George Reeves[image: External link], the action-comedy Batman series of the 1960s (often interpreted as being campy[image: External link]) starring Adam West[image: External link] and Burt Ward[image: External link]. In the 1970s however, the genre would find a newfound credibility in the medium with the original series, The Six Million Dollar Man[image: External link] and its spinoff, The Bionic Woman[image: External link], being sustained successes. This led to direct adaptations of comic book superheroes such as ABC[image: External link]/ CBS[image: External link] drama series Wonder Woman of the 1970s starring Lynda Carter[image: External link]. The Incredible Hulk[image: External link] of the late 1970s and early 1980s, however, had a more somber tone. Superboy (TV Series)[image: External link] ran from 1988-1992 in syndication. In the 1990s, the syndicated[image: External link] Mighty Morphin Power Rangers[image: External link], adapted from the Japanese Super Sentai[image: External link], became popular.[citation needed[image: External link]] Other shows targeting teenage and young adult audiences that decade included Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman[image: External link]. In 2001, Smallville[image: External link] retooled Superman[image: External link]'s origin as a teen drama. The 2006 NBC[image: External link] series Heroes[image: External link] tells the story of several ordinary people who each suddenly find themselves with a superpower. The British series Misfits[image: External link] incorporates super-human abilities to undesirables in society. In this case, young offenders put on community service all have super powers and each use them to battle villains of sorts. (In the 1980s, an unsuccessful attempt was made to realize this last concept in the United States with the short-lived action comedy, Misfits of Science[image: External link].)
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Main article: Superheroes in animation[image: External link]

In the 1940s, Fleischer[image: External link]/Famous Studios[image: External link] produced a number of groundbreaking Superman[image: External link] cartoons, which became the first examples of superheroes in animation[image: External link]. Since the 1960s, superhero cartoons have been a staple of children’s television, particularly in the U.S.. However, by the early 1970s, US broadcasting restrictions on violence in children’s entertainment led to series that were extremely tame, a trend exemplified by the series Super Friends[image: External link]. Meanwhile, Japan's anime industry successfully contributed its own style of superhero series, such as Science Ninja Team Gatchaman.

In the 1980s, the Saturday morning cartoon[image: External link] Spider-Man and His Amazing Friends[image: External link] brought together Spider-Man[image: External link], Iceman[image: External link], and Firestar[image: External link]. The following decade, Batman: The Animated Series[image: External link] and X-Men[image: External link], aimed at somewhat older audiences, found critical success in mainstream publications.[17] Series that followed included Superman: The Animated Series[image: External link] (1996) and Cartoon Network[image: External link]'s adaptation of DC's Justice League[image: External link] (2001) and Teen Titans[image: External link].

Comics' superhero mythos itself received a nostalgic treatment in the 2004 Disney[image: External link]/ Pixar[image: External link] release The Incredibles[image: External link], which utilized computer animation[image: External link]. Original superheroes with basis in older trends have also been made for television, such as Cartoon Network's Ben 10[image: External link] franchise and Nickelodeon[image: External link]'s Danny Phantom[image: External link].
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Beginning 1940s, the radio[image: External link] serial Superman[image: External link] starred Bud Collyer[image: External link] as the titular hero. Fellow DC Comics stars Batman[image: External link] and Robin made occasional guest appearances. Other superhero radio programs starred characters including the costumed but not superpowered Blue Beetle[image: External link], and the non-costumed, superpowered Popeye[image: External link]. Also appearing on radio were such characters as the Green Hornet[image: External link], the Green Lama[image: External link], Doc Savage[image: External link], and the Lone Ranger[image: External link], a Western[image: External link] hero who relied on many conventions of the superhero archetype.
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Superheroes occasionally have been adapted into prose fiction, starting with Random House[image: External link]'s 1942 novel[image: External link] The Adventures of Superman[image: External link] by George Lowther[image: External link]. In the 1970s, Elliot S! Maggin[image: External link] wrote the Superman[image: External link] novels, Last Son of Krypton[image: External link] (1978) and Miracle Monday[image: External link], coinciding with but not adapting the movie Superman[image: External link].[18] Other early adaptations include novels starring the comic-strip[image: External link] hero The Phantom[image: External link], starting with 1943's Son of the Phantom. The character likewise returned in 1970s books, with a 15-installment series from Avon Books[image: External link] beginning in 1972, written by Phantom creator Lee Falk[image: External link], Ron Goulart[image: External link], and others.

Also during the 1970s, Pocket Books[image: External link] published 11 novels based on Marvel Comics[image: External link] characters.[18] Juvenile novels featuring Marvel Comics[image: External link] and DC Comics characters including Batman[image: External link], Spider-Man[image: External link], the X-Men[image: External link], and the Justice League[image: External link], have been published, often marketed in association with TV series[image: External link], as have Big Little Books[image: External link] starring the Fantastic Four[image: External link] and others.

In the 1990s and 2000s, Marvel and DC released novels adapting such story arcs as "The Death of Superman[image: External link]" and Batman[image: External link]'s "No Man’s Land[image: External link]".
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Original superhero or superhuman fiction has appeared in both novel[image: External link] and short-story[image: External link] print forms unrelated to adaptations from the major comic-book companies. It has also appeared in poetry.

Print magazines devoted to such stories include A Thousand Faces: A Quarterly Journal of Superhuman Fiction, published since 2007 in print and electronic form, and online only as of 2011[19] and This Mutant Life: Superhero Fiction, a bimonthly print publication from Australia[image: External link], published since 2010.[20] The latter magazine was one of the few to also publish superhero poetry, ceasing to do so as of 2011. Superhero poems there included Philip L. Tite's "Brittle Lives", Mark Floyd's "Nemeses", and Jay Macleod's "All Our Children".

Novels with original superhuman stories include Robert Mayer's Superfolks[image: External link] (St. Martin's Griffin[image: External link], March 9, 2005); James Maxey's Nobody Gets the Girl (Phobos Books, 2003); Rob Rogers's Devil's Cape (Wizards of the Coast[image: External link] Discoveries imprint, 2008); Austin Grossman's Soon I Will Be Invincible[image: External link] (Pantheon Books[image: External link], 2007); David J. Schwartz's Superpowers: A Novel (Three Rivers Press[image: External link], 2008); Matthew Cody's Powerless ( Knopf[image: External link], 2009); and Van Allen Plexico[image: External link]'s Sentinels[image: External link] series of superhero novels (Swarm/Permuted Press, beginning in 2008). Collections of superhuman short stories include Who Can Save Us Now?: Brand-New Superheroes and Their Amazing (Short) Stories, edited by Owen King and John McNally (Free Press, 2008), and Masked, edited by Lou Anders (Gallery, 2010). With the rise of e-book readers like Kindle and Nook, a host of superhero stories have been self-published, including Aleron Kong's The Land: Founding (2015), R. R. Haywood's Extracted (2017), and R. T. Leone's Invinciman (2017).
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See also: Category:Superhero video games[image: External link]

While many popular superheroes have been featured in licensed video games, up until recently there have been few that have revolved around heroes created specifically for the game. This has changed due to two popular franchises: The Silver Age[image: External link]-inspired Freedom Force[image: External link] (2002), City of Heroes[image: External link] (2004), and Champions Online[image: External link] (2009), a massively multiplayer online role-playing game[image: External link] (or MMORPG), all of which allow players to create their own superheroes and/or villains.
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In the 1980s and 1990s, the Internet[image: External link] allowed a worldwide community of fans[image: External link] and amateur writers to bring their own superhero creations to a global audience. The first[citation needed[image: External link]] original major shared[image: External link] superhero universe to develop on the Internet was Superguy[image: External link], which first appeared on a UMNEWS mailing list in 1989.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1992, a cascade on the USENET[image: External link] newsgroup[image: External link] rec.arts.comics would give birth to the Legion of Net. Heroes[image: External link] shared universe.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1994, LNH writers contributed to the creation of the newsgroup rec.arts.comics.creative[image: External link], which spawned a number of original superhero shared universes.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Magazine-style websites that publish superhero fiction include Metahuman Press, active since 2005,[21] and Freedom Fiction Journal.[22] Superhuman fiction has also appeared in general science fiction/speculative fiction[image: External link] web publications, such as the weekly Strange Horizons, a publication that pays its contributors.[23] Two examples there are Paul Melko's "Doctor Mighty and the Case of Ennui" and Saladin Ahmed's "Doctor Diablo Goes Through the Motions".
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There have been successful superhero works in other countries most of whom share the conventions of the American model. Examples include Cybersix[image: External link] from Argentina[image: External link], Captain Canuck[image: External link] from Canada, and the heroes of AK Comics[image: External link] from Egypt[image: External link]. Japan is the only country that nears the US in output of superheroes.[citation needed[image: External link]] The earlier of these wore scarves[image: External link] either in addition to or as a substitute for capes and many wear helmets[image: External link] instead of masks[image: External link].

Moonlight Mask[image: External link], Ultraman[image: External link], Kamen Rider[image: External link], Super Sentai[image: External link] (the basis for Power Rangers[image: External link]), Metal Hero Series[image: External link] and Kikaider[image: External link] have become popular in Japanese tokusatsu[image: External link] live-action shows, and Science Ninja Team Gatchaman[image: External link], Dragon Ball[image: External link], Casshern[image: External link], Devilman[image: External link], The Guyver[image: External link], and Sailor Moon[image: External link] are staples of Japanese anime[image: External link] and manga[image: External link]. However, most Japanese superhero series are shorter-lived. While American entertainment companies update and reinvent superheroes, hoping to keep them popular for decades, Japanese companies retire and introduce superheroes more quickly, usually on an annual basis, in order to shorten merchandise lines.[citation needed[image: External link]] In addition, Japanese manga often target female readers, unlike U.S. comics, and has created such varieties as "magical girl[image: External link]" (e.g. Cardcaptor Sakura) for this audience. .

In 1947, Filipino[image: External link] writer/cartoonist Mars Ravelo[image: External link] introduced the first Asian[image: External link] superheroine[citation needed[image: External link]], Darna[image: External link], a young Filipina country girl who found a mystic talisman-pebble from another planet that allows her to transform into an adult warrior-woman. She was the first solo superheroine in the world to get her own feature-length motion picture[citation needed[image: External link]] in 1951 and has become a cultural institution in the Philippines.

British superheroes began appearing in the Golden Age[image: External link] shortly after the first American heroes became popular in the UK.[24] Most original British heroes were confined to anthology[image: External link] comics magazines such as Lion[image: External link], Valiant[image: External link], Warrior[image: External link], and 2000 AD[image: External link]. Marvelman[image: External link], known as Miracleman in North America, is an original British superhero (although he was based heavily on Captain Marvel[image: External link]). Popular in the 1960s, British readers grew fond of him and contemporary UK comics writers Alan Moore[image: External link] and Neil Gaiman[image: External link] revived Marvelman in series that reinvented the characters in a more serious vein, an attitude prevalent in newer British heroes, such as Zenith[image: External link]. Judge Dredd[image: External link] is also a well known British comics character.

In France, where comics are known as bande dessinée[image: External link] (literally "drawn strip") and regarded as a proper art form, Editions Lug[image: External link] began translating and publishing Marvel comic books in anthology magazines in 1969. Soon, Lug started presenting its own heroes alongside Marvel stories. Some closely modeled their U.S. counterparts (such as the trio of Harvard entomologists-Olympic athletes—Mikros, Saltarella and Crabb—of the S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]-esque saga of C.L.A.S.H.[image: External link]), while others included the shape-changing[image: External link] alien[image: External link] Wampus[image: External link]. Many were short-lived, while others rivaled their inspirations in longevity and have been the subject of reprints and revivals.

In the late 1980s, Raj Comics[image: External link] introduced the superhero genre in India[image: External link] and in the process became one of the biggest comics publishing house in India. The Raj comics universe is home to many Indian superheroes, most notable among them being Nagraj[image: External link], Super Commando Dhruva[image: External link] and Doga[image: External link]. Indian superheroes have also made their presence felt in other media including television and movies over the years. Notable among these are Shaktimaan[image: External link], Mr. India[image: External link], Krrish[image: External link], Drona[image: External link] and G.One[image: External link].

Cat Claw[image: External link] is a superheroine co-created by a pair of Serbian comic artists and writers.

Malaysia also created a few notable superheroes, such as Keluang Man[image: External link] (who is very similar to Batman[image: External link] and appeared in his own animation series), and Cicak-Man[image: External link] (who has appeared in two successful comedic superhero films).

In Australia, the print magazine This Mutant Life: Superhero Fiction was launched by editor Ben Langdon as a bi-monthly to publish prose and some poetry (it discontinued accepting poetry in 2011) of original superhuman fiction.
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 Criticism



Almost since the inception of the superhero in comic books, the concept has come under fire from critics. Most famously, the psychiatrist Fredric Wertham[image: External link]’s Seduction of the Innocent[image: External link] (1954) alleged that sexual subtext existed in superhero comics, and included accusations that Batman[image: External link] and Robin[image: External link] were gay[image: External link] and Wonder Woman[image: External link] encouraged female dominance[image: External link] fetishes and lesbianism[image: External link].

Writer Ariel Dorfman[image: External link] has criticized alleged class biases in many superhero narratives in several of his books, including The Empire's Old Clothes: What the Lone Ranger, Babar, and Other Innocent Heroes Do to Our Mind (1980), and is not alone in doing so. Marxist critics, such as Matthew Wolf-Meyer ("The World Ozymandias Made") and Jason Dittmer ("The Tyranny of the Serial") often point out that not only do the superheroes arguably constitute a ruling class, but by simply defending the world as-is, they effectively keep it from changing, and thus lock it into status quo. Some contemporary critics are more focused on the history and evolving nature of the superhero concept, as in Peter Coogan[image: External link]'s Superhero: The Secret Origin of a Genre (2006).
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