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metric conversion chart	to convert	to	multiply by
	Inches	Centimeters	2.54
	Centimeters	Inches	0.4
	Feet	Centimeters	30.5
	Centimeters	Feet	0.03
	Yards	Meters	0.09
	Meters	Yards	1.1



read this important safety notice
To prevent accidents, keep safety in mind while you work. Use the safety guards installed on power equipment; they are for your protection. When working on power equipment, keep fingers away from saw blades, wear safety goggles to prevent injuries from flying wood chips and sawdust, wear hearing protection and consider installing a dust vacuum to reduce the amount of airborne sawdust in your woodshop. Don't wear loose clothing, such as neckties or shirts with loose sleeves, or jewelry, such as rings, necklaces or bracelets, when working on power equipment. Tie back long hair to prevent it from getting caught in your equipment. People who are sensitive to certain chemicals should check the chemical content of any product before using it. The authors and editors who compiled this book have tried to make the contents as accurate and correct as possible. Plans, illustrations, photographs and text have been carefully checked. All instructions, plans and projects should be carefully read, studied and understood before beginning construction. In some photos, power tool guards have been removed to more clearly show the operation being demonstrated. Always use all safety guards and attachments that come with your power tools. Due to the variability of local conditions, construction materials, skill levels, etc., neither the author nor Popular Woodworking Books assumes any responsibility for any accidents, injuries, damages or other losses incurred resulting from the material presented in this book. Prices listed for supplies and equipment were current at the time of publication and are subject to change. Glass shelving should have all edges polished and must be tempered. Untempered glass shelves may shatter and can cause serious bodily injury. Tempered shelves are very strong and if they break will just crumble, minimizing personal injury.
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for the record
I want to make it clear from the outset that I have for the record removed all guards from my power tools so I could show clearly the techniques I'm demonstrating in this book. I also have the tools turned off when showing these procedures.
I do not mean to imply that I use my power tools without their guards. Far from it — I use all the guards all the time and I use them proudly. I've been fortunate to have a good safety record in my career. Aside from the occasional cuts, scratches and abrasions, I've had no major mishaps.
If a particular setup feels wrong or awkward to you, it probably is wrong. Trust your instincts when it comes to power tool usage and setup. A digit saved today is a digit you can use tomorrow.
I've grown attached (pun intended) to my fingers and I intend to keep them.
Also, wear eye, ear and breathing protection. This is a pastime that is rewarding and satisfying. Keep yourself safe so you can enjoy it for a lifetime.
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Woodworking skill levels for this book are defined as:
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 basic | Those folks who are interested in woodworking and know how to use a saw, hammer, screwdriver, drill, possibly a hand plane and sandpaper wrapped around a block of wood. This includes those who have some experience but consider themselves beginners.
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 intermediate | Those folks who have been woodworking for a while and have basic knowledge (and hopefully hands-on experience) using stationary and handheld electric-powered woodworking tools such as a thickness planer, jointer, table saw, router, band saw, jigsaw, random-orbit sander, drill and possibly a lathe and scroll saw. This includes those who consider themselves experienced woodworkers.
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 advanced | Those folks who have been woodworking for years and are experienced in all areas of woodworking, including laying up veneers, bending wood, doing inlay work, and they are comfortable using all woodworking tools.

What matters is your confidence as a woodworker. This affects how you approach woodworking and how you feel about your abilities to do the actual work. There are lots of things to consider when woodworking: design, drawing, creating materials lists, making cutting lists and the actual cutting, shaping and working of the wood. Finally, there's the finishing of your projects, which you've spent a lot of time creating.
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introduction
A BOX, A BOX FOR MY KINGDOM OR MAYBE A BOX FOR ALL SEASONS. There are plenty of box ideas in this book. After all, most things are basically boxes. Your house, your car, your room, your computer, your cup, your pencil holder, your purse, King Tut's tomb and of course the most famous box of all, television.
“I want to learn woodworking, so what's the first thing I should make?” I've been asked this question many times, and my answer is always the same — build a box.
That's what this book is about. Building boxes. Each project is graded according to your individual woodworking abilities. If you are a beginning woodworker, start with the first project. After you've built that one, build the second one. And so on. While building each project, you will learn one or more woodworking techniques that will enable you to build the next box. Rest assured, there are projects for any level of woodworker from beginner to advanced.
I know what you're thinking — golly Jim, how many boxes can one person build? Won't you run out of ideas or get bored and beg to watch Leave it to Beaver re-runs? No, you won't run out of ideas. I'v just scratched the surface for box ideas in this book. It's up to you to put on your Tom Terrific thinking cap and extricate, expand and extrapolate your own box concepts.
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As usual, I've stolen most of the designs contained in this book and tried to make them my own, so I expect nothing less from you, my fellow woodworkers. It's all been done before anyway — just not by you — so go for it. And finally, keep makin' sawdust.
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