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Introduction

Introduction

When I set out to write this book, I wanted to create something a little more unique than just a list of prompts. While there will be some that prefer a simple list, I think most writers, being the creatives that we are, want and expect something more. Therefore, I have included a mix of different types of writing prompts and exercises.

As you look through the book you’ll notice a few other differences; it isn’t broken down by types of prompts and exercises, and there is only one per page rather than a list. I had specific reasons for doing this.

When you have a list of items, you tend to skim through them, rather than stopping to think about each item. Placing one prompt per page gives you the chance to think about it, even if it’s only for the second or two it takes you go on to the next page. Sometimes, just that brief moment is all that’s needed to ignite a spark.

I, along with most people, will find something we like and stick with it out of comfort. I usually order the same thing at restaurants, watch only my favorite shows and turn to my favorite puzzles in crossword books. But in doing this, I realized I was missing out on finding new things I might also like. That’s why I chose not to separate them by category, and instead mixed them together potpourri style. This is also a useful format if you like to go in order, page by page, to keep it from becoming repetitive.

On the image prompts I’ve included a brief description for the convenience of individuals who may have trouble seeing the image due to a visual impairment, or are viewing it on a device with a small or low resolution screen.

Now, on to creating, writing, and igniting your spark.

Categories of writing prompts and exercises you’ll find in this book.

	Basic prompts – Simple, basic prompt.

	Headlines – An interesting or intriguing headline is supplied and you write the accompanying article.

	POV (Point of View) – A conversation or situation involving two or more people. Everyone sees the same situation just a little differently so you’ll write from the POV of each person.

	Image prompts – Create a story about the image.

	What’s in a name – You are asked to describe something about a character based on the given name.

	POP (person, object, place) – You need to create a short story using the given character, setting, and object.

	Grab Bag – A mix of things that don’t fit anywhere else.

	Autobiography – This is something that took place in your past, is about your family or includes a younger version of yourself.

	3/1 – You must create a short story using the given three items in the included setting.

	Snippets – A small snippet from a story waiting to be written.

1. (Basic Prompt)

You go out in the morning to bring in the newspaper from the porch but it isn’t there. In its place you find a treasured object from your childhood.

2. (Headlines)

Amnesiac Man Found Living In Doghouse For 10 Years

3. (POV)

Two siblings, a sister and a brother, are having a heated argument over who left the top off the toothpaste. Write the argument from the POV of the sister, and then write it from the POV of the brother.

4. (Image Prompt)

Description: A carved wooden heart, with a red gingham ribbon and red beads, is on the bottom of a creek bed.
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5. (What’s in a Name)

Missy Smith is on her way home from work to get ready for a date. What does Missy do for work? Does she like her job? What is she going to wear on her date, including hair and makeup? Describe her evening, from getting ready to go out, through the end of the date.

6. (POP)

Write a scene or short story which takes place in an airport and includes a chef and a wooden pull toy.

7. (Grab Bag)

Part 1 - An acquaintance is thinking of moving into your neighborhood. You really like this person and think they would make a great friend to hang out with.

Describe your neighborhood to this person, making it sound as appealing as possible to entice them to move in.

Part 2 – Unfortunately, someone you despise is also thinking of moving into your neighborhood.

Describe your neighborhood to this person, making it sound as horrible as possible to discourage them from moving in.

8. (Autobiography)

Write about a favorite holiday from when you were a child. Be sure to include all 5 senses when describing it.

9. (3/1)

Items: A candle, a stuffed animal, and a bracelet.

Setting: A clown college.

10. (Snippet)

How could I have killed the love of my life, again? Maybe I’m just destined to be alone.

11. (Basic Prompt)

You’re playing a game on the computer when you hear a voice behind you. “Are you almost done? I’m hungry.” Slightly concerned as to who it could be since you’re home alone, you slowly turn around. There sits your pet, looking expectantly at you. “Well?” Before long you find yourself engrossed in a conversation with them. How does that conversation go?

12. (Headlines)

Four Year Old Girl Lands Plane After Pilot Has Heart Attack.

13. (Image Prompt)

Description: A surfer watching a dolphin near a lighthouse.
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14. (What’s in a Name)

William McMann just made himself dinner and is sitting down to watch TV while eating. What did he make for dinner? What’s he watching? Describe his evening, from dinner preparation through the end of the evening.

15. (POP)

Professor Plum, in the conservatory, with a lead pipe.

16. (3/1)

Items: Marshmallows, a towel, and an artificial fingernail.

Setting: A helicopter.

17. (Basic Prompt)

You’re having a conversation with a friend while eating in a restaurant, when you notice the person in the next booth is eavesdropping and seems to be writing down everything you two are saying.

18. (POV)

Two friends are on a road trip and have gotten lost. They can’t agree on how to get back on their planned route. First write the discussion from the POV of the person who was driving, then from the POV of the other friend.

19. (Snippet)

She stood at edge of the cliff looking at the destruction which extended beyond the horizon. She couldn’t comprehend how something so small and insignificant could lead to this.

20. (What’s in a Name)

Autumn Rain likes to spend her free time volunteering. What groups does she volunteer with and what type of work does she do for them?

21. (POP)

Write a scene or short story which takes place in a bakery and includes the girl next door and a wind chime.

22. (3/1)

Items: A can of soda, a hammer, and a shoe.

Setting: A ghost town.

23. (Basic Prompt)

It’s Black Friday and you’ve decided to brave the crowds to get in on some of the deals.

24. (Autobiography)

Write about your first day at school, the year is your choice. If you were home schooled, write what you imagine the first day of public school would be like.

25. (Grab Bag)

Pick a story written by you or a favorite author, and based on the descriptions given in the book draw a map of the town where the story takes place.

26. (What’s in a Name)

Miguel Ortega is an athlete who is going to the park for a quick game with friends. What sport does he play? Is he any good? How do they spend the evening after the game?

27. (POP)

Write a scene or short story which takes place on a train and includes a bicyclist and a bow tie.

28. (3/1)

Items: A dog, a key, and a chocolate coin.

Setting: A laundromat.

29. (Basic Prompt)

You’ve decide to create your own line of hair products and have kidnapped some homeless people to use as guinea pigs to test your products on.

30. (Headlines)

World’s Smallest Dinosaur Just Discovered, The Teacupasaurus

31. (Image Prompt)

Description: Smoky trees with a ghostly woman and dog.
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32. (What’s in a Name)

Bambi Wazowski likes to bake in her spare time and visit her mother. What other hobbies does she have? What’s a typical weekend like?

33. (POP)

Write a scene or short story which takes place on a cruise and includes a firefighter and a typewriter.

34. (3/1)

Items: An Easter egg, maple syrup, and a magazine.

Setting: An office.

35. (Basic Prompt)

You’re trying to sell a house where a well publicized murder took place.

36. (POV)

Two customers have just witnessed a robbery in a convenience store and are describing what they saw to the police. One was in line behind the robber and the other one had just come in the door. Describe the robbery from each person’s POV.

37. (Snippet)

He double checked the knots and made sure everyone was secure.

“I know it’s hard to believe this right now, but someday you’ll thank me.”

38. (What’s in a Name)

Describe the immediate family members, close friends, and favorite food of J. L. Segal.

39. (POP)

Write a scene or short story that takes place in a cave and includes an auctioneer and a brick.

40. (3/1)

Items: A cookie, a slinky, and a worm.

Setting: A graduation ceremony.

41. (Basic Prompt)

A co-worker at a department store has been bullying you, so you borrow a few alarm clocks from housewares and hide them in hard to find places around their area.

42. (Autobiography)

What were your favorite games to play when you were young? Write about a time you were playing one of those games with friends, family or by yourself.

43. (Grab Bag)

Choose one of your favorite songs. Write a short story based on the lyrics.

44. (What’s in a Name)

Wilson Davenport is a university student on his way to a fraternity event. What’s the name of the university he goes to and his major? Which fraternity does he belong to? Describe the event, from his arrival to departure.

45. (POP)

Write a scene or short story which takes place in a movie theater and includes a mad scientist and a balloon.

46. (3/1)

Items: An umbrella, a football, and a snow globe.

Setting: A farm.

47. (Basic Prompt)

You’ve inherited an old mansion from a relative you’ve never heard of before. You gather a few friends who are up for an adventure and go check it out.

48. (Headlines)

Bank Robber Impersonates Cop, Escapes In Police Car

49. (Image Prompt)

Description: Girl watching flying, winged keys.
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50. (What’s in a Name)

Eldred Woodcroft is on the way to the marketplace. What does he hope to purchase there and what mode of transportation does he use to get there?

51. (POP)

Write a scene or short story which takes place in a jewelry store, and includes a sheriff and a candle.

52. (3/1)

Items: A spatula, a magnet and a toothpick.

Setting: A lake.

53. (Basic Prompt)

Your new Amaz-o-tronic 1000 robot has just arrived.

54. (POV)

Two friends were house sitting for you. You return to find your house destroyed; broken furniture, overturned plants, holes in the walls, and the dog is eating the food from the refrigerator, which is all over the kitchen floor. Give each of your friends a chance to explain what happened from their individual POV’s.

55. (Snippet)

She took a deep breath and exhaled slowly, savoring the fresh air. It had been so long since she had been
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