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THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO BEGIN
A STORY AND THIS ONE, THE
ADVENTURE INVOLVING CORTO
MALTESE AND THE MADMAN
NAMED BARON ROMAN VON
UNGERN-STERNBERG, CAN
BEGIN WITH A BROKEN LINE
THAT MEANS *NO* IN THE
GAME OF “KINGS"....

THE BOOK OF CHANGES.

FROM A STRONG
LINE A WEAK ONE
15 BORN AND FROM
A WEAK LINE A
STRONG ONE...

DUE TO THE CHANGE,
THE NUMBER 9 BECOMES
A MOVABLE SOLID LINE.

AND SO WE HAVE THE
. HEXAGRAM OF...OF..
IVE FORGOTTEN...

I’M GETTING OLD...I CAN'T
REMEMBER...AH, YES...
THE SION 6 KUEI ME|, THE
MARRYING MAIDEN. IT’6 NOT (
A LUCKY SIGN.

z
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. WITH THE

BOLSHEVIKS AT

THE MONGOLIAN BORDER, THE JAPANESE
IN MANCHURIA, AND THE ALLIES...

..IN SIBERIA, ONE
CAN GET RICH IN
TRADING ARMS AND
TRANSPORTING
MERCENARIES.

DON'T BE
A HYPOCRT

RIGHT,
A YGEN-
TLEMAN OF
FORTUNE,"

NOTA

SCOUN-

DREL
LIKE YOU.

DON'T YOU EVER
OF

HEY, T'M
TALKING
TO you!
WHERE DID

YOU 6o?
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THE MARRYING MAIDEN

BEGINNING AND MAY LEAD
TO MISFORTUNE.

[MEANS THAT NEW ENDEAVORS'
WILL HAVE AN INAUSPICIOUS

HEY, CORTO MALTESE,
WHAT ARE YOU DOING...
ARE YOU ASLEEPZ

NO! I WAS THINKING OF VENICE AND GOLD

MOUTH...T BEG YOUR

YOU WERE SAYING

THE BRIDE-TO-BE BRINGS
BAD LUCK? FINE. THEN
T'LL NEVER MARRY.

THAT

(

YOU'RE ALWAYS JOKING. BUT THE BOOK OF
CHANGES |5 NOT A JOKE. IT WAS A SOURCE
OF INSPIRATION FOR CONFUCIUS

— WHO KNEW MUCH MORE THAN

AND LAO-TSE, PEOPLE

YOU ABOUT THE CAME OF
LIFE AND DEATH.

Ml OkAY, LONG
o} LIFE, T'LL BE
CAREFUL.

WE'RE LIVING IN
DIFFICULT TIMES.
THE RUSSIANS ARE

FIGHTING IN THE
NORTH...THE JAPA-
NESE IN THE EAST.
IN TIMES OF
CONFUSION AND
UPHEAVAL EVEN
RELIGIOUS
SECTS AM
FOR MORE
AMBITIOUS
ENTER-.
PRISES, e

)

—<

NS
'

<

S
o
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v
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I DONT RASPUTIN,
BELIEVE IT/ WHAT ARE YOU

THE LAST TIME I SAW
YOU WAS TWO YEARS AGO
ON ST. KITTS...8Y THE WAY,

YOU LOOK ELEGANT IN

THAT TRENCH COAT.

WHYZ YOU DON‘T
OWN HONG KONG.

&S ‘A

YOU STILL HAVEN'T
ANSWERED My

I DON'T OWE YOU ANY
EXPLANATIONS, BUT I'LL
TELL YOU ANYWAY. THIS &5

A GREAT TME TO DO
BUSINESS...
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THERE ARE THREE SECRET, MAGICAL PLACES
W VENCE. ONE IN TWE STREET OF FRIENDS" LOVE.

ND 16 NEAR THE BRIDGE OF WONDERS,
THE THIZD . IN THE STREET OF THE MARRANOS,
CLOSE TO SAN GEREMIA IN THE OLD GHETTO.
WHEN VENETANS SEON WEARY OF T AUTG
RITIES THEY SEEK ONE OF THESE COURTYARDS,
OPEN A DOOR ATTHE FAR END, AND DISAPPEAR
INTO A BEAUTIFUL WORLD OF NEW ADVENTURES,

THINKING THAT I SHOULD
LEAVE. WHENEVER I COME
TO VENICE T GET LAZY.

ROSOLIO? I DIDNT.
THINK ANYONE DRANK THAT
ANYMORE. TELL ME, GOLD

MOUTH, HOW LONG HAVE
YOU BEEN IN VENICEZ

I CAME HERE IN 1300 WITH THE

CABALIST MANOELLG GIDEO.
\ \ AY, YES, YES...WE WERE FRIENDS
R\ WITH DANTE. ALL YOU NEED TO DO
15 OPEN THAT DOOR TO TRAVEL

BACK AND FORTH
IN TIWE. LIKE IN A
FAIRY TALE...

IT WOULD!
BE NCE
TO LVE
INA
FARY
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IDIDNT
SEE ANY-
THING.

HOW'S
THIS POS-
SIBLEZ

WHAT CAN 4

I

ONE MINUTE,
SAILOR/

CORTO MALTESE,

BRITISH SUBJECT,
BORN IN LA VALLETTA,

RESIDENT OF

WITH youz
. WHY IS THAT

A ¢
‘--“,2‘«1 : ?}(/;,,
sl |
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AH YES, YES...BUT YOU'RE ALREADY
LIVING IN ONE, YOU JUST DON'T NOTICE
IT ANYMORE. WHEN AN ADULT ENTERS
THE WORLD OF FAIRY TALES HE
CAN NEVER GET OUT AGAIN.
DIDN'T YOU KNOW?

NO. YES.. MAYBE WE'RE
LATE, TODAY I DECEMBER
34TH AND NEW YEAR'S

HASN'T COME YET./.< -

THE YEARS ARE

AH YES, YES...BUT CHRISTMAS CAME
E 27TH.
SLOWLY GETTING

HEN
THEW.. T'VE NEVER
BEEN ABLE TO FINISH
THIS BOOK.

HOROSCOPE SAYS THAT YOU'l

NEVER MIND, CORTO. YOU
WOULDN'T HAVE TIME, YOUR
w
MAKE A LONG VOYAGE FULL

—— e

Yo+ it/w E
= 1@ 258
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Y
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“EEDEE =
APPEARED!

WAIT.. MAYBE
HE MEANS IT
THIS TIME AND
1S HIDING....
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WHAT'S THIS
-..BLOOD! WHAT
HAPPENED

TO HMZ!
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IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES,
A RELIGIOUS SECT CAN TURN INTO
A POLITICAL ASSOCIATION AND VICE
VERSA. SECRET SOCIETIES ARE
BANDING TOGETHER AGAINST THE

FOREIGNERS... THE "WHITE LOTUS"

IN LEAGUE WITH THE ‘THREE
INCENSE STICKS," THE “SOCIETY

OF BROTHERS" WITH THE

FIVE RICE PILES"...

AND WHAT ARE YOU
DOING, LONG LIFEZ §

THE “RED TRIANGLE"
WAITS FOR THE SIGNAL
FROM THE “BLACK
RUMBLE" AND REPORTS I8
TO “RED SQUARE,"

WHO WILL PASS IT

ON TO “WHITE
RECTANGLE” AND

TO “GREEN

WELL...TIME TO
GO, LONG LIFE.

WONDERFUL. THE
GIRLS OF HONG
KONG WILL

GO CRAZY

FOR yOU.

THANK YOU FOR

THE “TRIAD" WILL
WATCH AFTER YOU,
CORTO MALTESE.

NIGHT" SAYS
GOODBYE
AND THANKS,
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WAR OVER IN EUROPE.
FIGHTING CONTINUES IN SIBERIA!

ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND
CZECHOSLOVAKIAN DESERTERS
FROM THE AUSTRIAN ARMY
ROSE UP AGAINST THE
BOLSHEVIKS AND
TOOK OVER THE
TRANS-SIBERIAN
RAILWAY. ALLIED
FORCES LANDED
AT VLADIVOSTOK,

FOLLOWED 8Y
THE JAPANESE AND
THE AMERICANS,

ADMIRAL KOLCHAK, THE RUSSIAN
COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY, HAS
CONQUERED MOST OF SIBERIA,
AND HAS PROCLAIMED HIMSELF
DICTATOR OF ALL OF RUSSIA.
THE WARLORDS ARE FIGHTING
IN MANCHURIA.. HMWMM...
THEY'RE ALL JUST THE
BEST OF
FRIENDS.
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In Siberia

A Corto Maltese Graphic Novel

Translated by Dean Mullaney and Simone Castaldi
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YOU MUST BE PATIENT,
CAPTAIN. A POLICEMAN
MUST BE SUSPICIOUS
OF EVERYTHING AND

I ALREADY KNOW ALL
ABOUT YOU, CAPTAIN.
FOR EXAMMPLE...

...THAT YOU HAVE BEEN TO
CHINA BEFORE—IN 1905, AND
THEN AGAIN IN 1913—THAT YOU
HAVE TIES TO A CHINESE SECRET
SOCIETY, THAT YOU WERE
INVOLVED IN PIRACY IN THE
SOUTH SEAS, AND THAT YOU
WERE TRIED AND FOUND
INNOCENT OF HOMICIDE
AFRICA.

I HAD NO
IDEA THAT
I WAS SO
POPULAR WITH
THE POLICE.

THERE ARE
SOME PEOPLE
WHO DON'T LIKE
ME, THOUGH. YoU
SHOULDN'T BE-
LIEVE EVERYTHING
YOU HEAR
ABOUT ME.

FAIR ENOUGH. 5O LONG AS YOU
OBEY THE LAW, YOU'LL HAVE NOTHING
TO FEAR. IF YOU HAPPEN TO SEE

YOUR FRIEND...

CAN I 607
THIS CONVERSA-
TION IS STARTING

TO GET
TIRESOME.
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...AND THEN YOUR
POLICEMEN ARRIVED.
AND THAT’S ALL.

HE’S WANTED BY HALF THE
POLICE FORCES ON THE PLANET.
WE'VE BEEN LOOKING FOR HIM
FOR DAYS AND WE FINALLY CAUGHT
UP WITH HIM TODAY AT THE PORT...
WITH YOU. IT COULD BE A COIN-
CIDENCE OR MAYBE NOT...

TRY TO SEE IT FROM
OUR SIDE, CAPTAIN
CORTO MALTESE. IT'S
A DIFFICULT SITUATION.
THE CITY 15 FULL OF
RUSSIAN REFUGEES,
ADVENTURERS, PIRATES,
SMUGGLERS, POLITICAL
DISSIDENTS, AND WANTED
MEN LIKE THAT CAPTAIN
RASPUTIN YOU WERE
WITH IN THE CHINESE
DISTRICT....
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