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In 2015, my husband and I moved in with my father. My mother passed away a few years before, and we spent a year with him. On arriving, my father gave us the primary bedroom he and my mother had shared for years before her death. It was lovely, and the large windows showcased the fall leaves in all their burnt orange and vibrant yellows. When my husband and I arrived, we quickly cleaned and organized our things while respecting my dad's privacy and space. Shortly after we settled in, I awoke in the night with a strange spirit hovering over the bed. The figure was cloaked in a robe that was hooded. It seemed to be peering into my face. I had previously been involved in deliverance ministry, but this sight left me uneasy. I have seen a lot of things in my years, but never anything such as this.

I wondered who the spirit could represent or where it came from. My uncle, who stayed with my parents for a long time, left after a year or so and told others he could no longer stay there due to a ghost being in the house. My parents chuckled. My mother suffered horribly from Parkinson's before she passed away, but apparently, the spirit was already there when she was alive. How did it come about? My parents were devout Christians who had spent their lives doing ministry. Yes, this spirit was quite perplexing for me to grasp. 

Demons are spirits we cast out and tell to "go" in the power and authority of Messiah Yeshua, but this, this cloaked hovering spirit, I found no words.  I did not know what to make of it. And for fear that my husband would think I had lost my marbles, I did not bring it up for a few days, but this spirit in the night was bothering me. I prayed in the name of Messiah Yeshua for it to go, but it seemed not to budge. I had never had this experience when praying for tormented or oppressed people. A few more nights went by without me mentioning it to my husband, until one night, I sat down in a chair across from my husband and said, “I need to talk to you.” He said, “okay, go right ahead.” I started to fumble, getting my words together.

"Jeff, I hope you won't think I'm crazy or have imagination issues, but I have to talk to you about something that’s happening in my dad's house." I looked him in the eye and waited for him to respond. 

He said, "Is this concerning the figure cloaked in a robe over the bed at night?" I belted, "You saw it too?" He said, “yes, but I didn't want to scare you and was trying to figure out how to address it.”

We finally decided to anoint the room with oil, pray over the house, and command whatever spirit was there to go to its resting place. However, again, the spirit did not leave. My husband and I were puzzled. We had never experienced this. Actually, we were the people that others called to pray over their homes when they sensed uneasiness.

One morning after a restless night, while my husband and I were praying, I asked the Father, "Why won't this robed spirit leave?” I heard in my spirit, "You have not been given authority here—this is not your house." As soon as I heard this in my spirit, my dad walked into the room wearing his military greens, beret, and medals. He had been conducting a military funeral, and he was wearing authority. He was the homeowner. We asked my dad to have a seat on the bed and then began to inquire if he had seen a spirit. He said he had felt something strange but had never seen anything. We asked him if he would pray and ask the spirit to leave. He did, and it left. Where it went, I have no idea. Nor do I understand why it was hanging out in my mother and father's bedroom, but no one can convince my husband or me that we imagined it. 

My husband and I believed our encounter with the robed being was a type of higher spiritual training. Jewish people often place a mezuzah on the outer doorframe at the front entrances of their homes while saying prayers of protection. A mezuzah is a piece of parchment rolled up and placed in a decorative case. The parchment has Deuteronomy 6:4–9 and a portion of Deuteronomy 11 written on it. While in Christianity, a pastor or priest typically walks from room to room, sprinkling each room with holy water and anointing the door frames with olive oil while reciting passages from the Gospel. When a home has strange occurrences and people believe that their house may have evil spirits in it, they will often call a pastor or priest to come to the house and rebuke the evil spirits and invite the Holy Spirit into the house while also counseling and praying for the members of the household. My husband and I realized the other homes we had prayed over were homes we had been invited to bless and pray for peace where there was no peace. We had not entered on our own accord without permission. Could this have been the reason why the spirit would not leave? Is there a hierarchy and an order to spirit beings? I believe it was no coincidence that my father entered the room in his military uniform while I was inquiring, and also, no coincidence that the spirit no longer was present in our bedroom at night. I now wondered if one of my parents had invited this spirit through ignorance or if there had been an old burial ground on the land, or some other reason for this spirit appearing. The Spirit Realm is primarily veiled. 

In Isaiah 34 there is a peculiar passage about a spirit named Lilith:


And spirits shall hold meetings in it, and an evil spirit shall call to his fellow. There a female night demon {Lilith} is rested, and she has found rest for herself.


–Isaiah 34:14, AB

Isaiah's imagery is unsettling. The prophets often used heightened speech to make their points sharper, and Isaiah does just that as he describes the landscape in Chapter 34. He says the raven and owl will dwell in Edom along with the thistles and thorn bushes. Those, like Esau from which Edom gets its name, who sell their spiritual birthright for a bowl of red soup, or its equivalent, will live with the night demon. Isaiah describes dark demonic spirits that hold meetings, and to one, he gives the name Lilith. Lilith is first mentioned in an ancient Babylonian text concerning demonology. Lilith traveled from Babylon to the nations. According to Biblical Archeology, the ancient name “Lilith” derives from a Sumerian word for female demons or wind spirits—the lilītu and the related ardat lilǐ. Lilith is said to dwell in desert lands and open country spaces.  Isaiah 34 is the only mention of her in the Bible. Dan Ben Amos, scholar and teacher, explains more From Eden to Ednah Lilith in the Garden:


From demoness to Adam’s first wife, Lilith has taken on many shapes over the millennia. She is first mentioned in ancient Babylonian texts as a class of winged female demons that attack pregnant women and infants. From Babylonia, the legend of “the Lilith” spread to ancient Anatolia, Syria, Israel, Egypt, and Greece. In this guise— as a wilderness demoness—she appears in Isaiah 34:14 among a list of nocturnal creatures who will haunt the destroyed kingdom of Edom. This is her only mention in the Bible, but her legend continued to grow in ancient Judaism. During the Middle Ages, Jewish sources began to claim her as Adam’s first—and terrifying—wife. ​[1]


As in the stories concerning Lilith, what has been taught about the spirit world is often not reality but mythology and tales passed down from one generation to another. Spirits and the spiritual world have captivated people since the beginning, and the stories concerning them have grown over time.

The Book of Job, said to be the oldest in the Bible, brings the reader into a front-row Cinemax viewing of a spiritual world. Job’s friend mentions his interaction with this spiritual world that causes his hair to stand up: 


Now a word was brought to me stealthily; my ear received the whisper of it. Amid thoughts from visions of the night, when deep sleep falls on men, dread came upon me and trembling, which made all my bones shake. A spirit glided past my face; the hair of my flesh stood up. It stood still, but I could not discern its appearance. A form was before my eyes; there was silence, then I heard a voice: ‘Can mortal man be in the right before God? Can a man be pure before his Maker? 


–Job 4:12-17, ESV

In this passage, Job's friend, Eliphaz the Temanite, says a spirit glided past his face. At times we get a glimpse into the spirit world, but what do we know about the ancient writings concerning the Spiritual Realm? How much of the text in our Bibles concerning spirits has been exaggerated or embellished over time? The 1st-century Jewish historian Josephus mentions demons and exorcisms in his writings and describes them as both an ancient and modern practice. The Messiah knew about spirits and ghosts, for he spoke of them:


Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have. 


–Luke 24:38-39, ESV

According to Luke 24, the belief in spirits in Yeshua’s day was alive and well. Even today, with such depths of darkness portrayed in horror films and many occult-type books hosting incantations and spells, we find every religion has its own spin or belief concerning a hierarchy of demons and the shadows that wake us in the night. The Jewish virtual library has an interesting article Dibbuk which details the folklore and evolution of the dibbukimon (evil spirits):  


In Jewish folklore and popular belief, an evil spirit which enters into a living person, cleaves to his soul, causes mental illness, talks through his mouth, and represents a separate and alien personality is called a dibbuk. The term appears neither in Talmudic literature nor in the Kabbalah, where this phenomenon is always called "evil spirit." (In Talmudic literature, it is sometimes called ru'aḥ tezazit, and in the New Testament unclean spirit.) The term was introduced into literature only in the 17th century from the spoken language of German and Polish Jews. ​[2] 


By the second temple period and the writings of the New Testament, especially in the Gospels, we see an overwhelming number of references to demons. In Hellenism and Jewish folklore, many believed the demons were dead spirits seeking rest or that evil spirits entered the bodies of sick people because of sins. As time went on, adding to these beliefs was widespread fear of opening the door to a spirit realm because of committing sins or so-called generational curses. Yeshua corrects his disciples concerning such ignorance:


And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him.””


–John 9:2-3, ESV

Also, in the Bible, there are references to spirits that linger in the darkness, and a large amount of context concerning angelic beings appears. The passages concerning angels are both mystical and enlightening. Multiple books of the Bible highlight these divine beings. This book, Book II, Spirits Unveiled, presents a more comprehensive investigation of the passages in the Bible where spirits are mentioned.  It also covers who sends the spirits, both angelic and demonic, and the messengers who are often mistaken as angels but are, in all actuality, men. This revelation may require new wineskins and an open mind from the reader to remove doctrines of men that have crept in over time. 
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The Witch of Endor

Part 1

In I Samuel 28, a witch, a king, and a prophet are highlighted. This story has many interesting points to ponder involving the spirit realm. The story ends with a defeated king who gets a death sentence and then curiously, like the prodigal son, the king eats a fattened calf and unleavened bread with a witch. To set the scene, the mighty prophet Samuel has died. King Saul is bloodthirsty. He is chasing David, but David has gone to the enemy’s territory, the Philistines. The Philistines gathered their armed forces to fight against King Saul, and Adonai orchestrated it. Saul has been disobedient. Saul, who was anointed by Samuel and given the crown, can no longer hear from the Holy One. “When Saul inquired of Adonai, Adonai did not answer, neither by dreams nor by Urim or prophets” (I Samuel 28:6, TLV).  

The king is frightened. He needs to know the future. Will he lose the title? Will the Philistines destroy the armies of Israel? Like a silly girl reading her horoscope, Saul wants answers now but can no longer hear the Father’s Voice. At first crowning, King Saul removed witchcraft from the land, according to the Torah. “You must not permit a sorceress to live” (Exodus 22:17, TLV). Now that the Holy One has shut out all contact, Saul is desperate. The first thing he does is seek out a necromancer to speak with the dead. Unlike Lazarus, who came out of the grave and removed his grave clothes at Yeshua’s authority, the necromancers have no such power. Those who delve into necromancy were commanded to be put to death. The prophet Isaiah clearly explains: 


Here I am with the children that Adonai has given me as signs and wonders in Israel, from Adonai-Tzva’ot who dwells on Mount Zion.When they say to you: “Consult the mediums and necromancers who chirp and mutter,” shouldn’t a people seek their God? Should a people consult the dead on behalf of the living?To Torah and to the testimony!

–Isaiah 8:18-20, TLV


In fact, people have always wondered about death and the afterlife. More recently, people having “after death” experiences have become widespread and often shared via YouTube. Hollywood made a movie about one young boy after his so-called heavenly experience. In II Corinthians 12, the Apostle Paul had an after-death experience after being stoned to death in the streets of Lystra. He was dragged through the city gate, cast outside the walls, and left to die. Paul explains later that he saw the 3rd heavens, but Paul was forbidden to speak of such matters, and he warns others should not either:


I know a man in Messiah (whether in the body I don’t know, or whether out of the body I don’t know—God knows)—fourteen years ago, he [Paul] was caught up to the third heaven.I know such a man (whether in the body or outside of the body I don’t know—God knows)— he was caught up into Paradise and heard words too sacred to tell, which a human is not permitted to utter. 

–II Corinthians 12:2-3, TLV


Paul was able to experience a realm most humans never see. The witch of Endor is trying to tap into the underworld, Sheol, the grave. This occultic practice has its roots in shamanism. Shamans are said to achieve various powers through trance or ecstatic religious experiences. Isaiah 8 reveals the sound the necromancers made by muttering and chirping to gain access to the spirits of the dead. “When they say to you: ‘Consult the mediums and necromancers who chirp and mutter,’ shouldn’t a people seek their God? Should a people consult the dead on behalf of the living?To Torah and to the testimony!” (Isaiah 8:19, TLV). 

The witch of Endor’s practice was to seek the dead, those who had departed and attempt to receive information from them. The prophet warns that God’s people were to seek Him. King Saul disguises himself, changes his clothing, takes two men, and approaches the Witch of Endor at night for information. One may dabble in these things, ignorantly knowing no better, but the king knew better. Saul had to write the Torah and keep his own copy. King Saul had already warned that he would cut off the witches in the land. Now, he is so desperate, like Esau trading his birthright for some lentil soup, Saul has sunk into the mire. Even the Witch of Endor gives him a means of escape, but he does not take it. Saul, instead, makes a vow by the Holy One that he will spare her life if she obeys him instead of the Holy One. Concerning the commandments, every matter is established by the testimony of two or three witnesses, and Saul has brought two men, and there is, of course, the Witch, making three (John 8:17, Deuteronomy 17:6). Saul begs and pleads for her to conjure up a ghost—Samuel. Again, notice, that the Witch gives the king a way of escape: 


“Look, you know what Saul has done,” she said, “how he has cut off the mediums and spiritists from the land. So why then are you setting a trap for my life to get me killed?” Saul vowed to her by Adonai saying, “As Adonai lives, no punishment will come on you for this thing.” “Whom will I bring up for you?” the woman asked.
“Bring me up Samuel,” he said.
–I Samuel 28:9-11, TLV


This particular story has been interpreted in several ways. Some theologians state that the witch did not bring up Samuel and was acting as a ventriloquist. The Jewish Encyclopedia says that the Septuagint translated the word necromancy as one like a ventriloquist. History Things website shares the origins of ventriloquism in their article, Take A Look Into the Dark History of Ventriloquism:


In Latin, the word (ventriloquist) stems from something that “speaks from the stomach,” which the Greeks went on to describe as gastromancy, an act directly related to necromancy. In this light, the ventriloquist was viewed as a figure who could speak to the dead and, subsequently, have them speak to the living. They were a go between for the dead and living and for many people, this was simply too dark an idea to conceive. ​[3]


It is thought that necromancy's origins go back to the Stone Age practice of ancestor worship. The Holy One forbids it regardless of when it evolved or what type of black magic it is categorized under.

Multiple theological arguments have arisen concerning whether the prophet Samuel’s spirit indeed stood before King Saul or if it was a demonic entity. However, the passages from I Samuel 28 are quite revealing. The Holy One gave a promise to Samuel when He anointed him. The Holy One told Samuel that none of his prophetic words would fall to the ground. “So Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground” (I Samuel 3:19, NKJ). Did Samuel prophesy to Saul one last time from the grave? The Bible tells us he did:


“Whom will I bring up for you?” the woman asked. “Bring me up Samuel,” he said. But when the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud shriek. Then the woman spoke to Saul saying, “Why have you deceived me? You are Saul!”“Don’t be afraid!” the king said to her. “What do you see?” The woman said to Saul, “I see a godlike being coming up from the earth.”“What does he look like?” he asked her. “An old man is coming up, and he is wrapped with a robe,” she said. Then Saul knew that it was Samuel, so he bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground.

–I Samuel 28:11-14, TLV


The woman, known to the surrounding area as a necromancer, is not used to seeing what she sees—she cries out with a loud shriek. Saul cannot see Samuel, but the woman’s description causes him to believe with a knowing it is Samuel by his mantle. Samuel asked Saul why he had disturbed him from his rest in Sheol. The author of the Book of I Samuel is thought to be Samuel, and after his death, according to scholars, the prophet Nathan and the prophet Gad more than likely authored the remaining portions of I and II Samuel. Would not the prophets have informed the reader that it was not Samuel but a dark spirit imitating Samuel? Instead, the passage states that Saul knew it was Samuel.

Continuing in I Samuel 28, the prophet Samuel gives Saul a harsh proclamation concerning his battle against the Philistines. Samuel then prophesies Saul’s death and the death of his sons. Saul is in distress. He tells Samuel that the Holy One has cast him away. The prophet informs Saul that he will be where he is tomorrow, in Sheol: 


Samuel said, “So why ask me, since Adonai has turned away from you and become your adversary? Now Adonai has done for Himself just as He foretold through me—Adonai has torn the kingship out of your hand and has given it to another fellow, to David. Since you did not obey the voice of Adonai and did not execute His fierce wrath on Amalek, so Adonai has done this to you today. Moreover, Adonai will also give the Israelites who are with you into the hand of the Philistines. Tomorrow you and your sons will be with me! Yes, Adonai will give the army of Israel into the hand of the Philistines.””


–I Samuel 28:15-19, TLV

The message from I Samuel 28:17 concerning the Lord taking the Kingship from Saul is accurate when compared to Samuel’s earlier words in I Samuel 15:28: “So Samuel said to him [Saul], ‘The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today, and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you.’”(NKJ) Not only does Samuel predict that Saul will be in the place of departed spirits, but his sons will also. “So Saul, his three sons, his armorbearer, and all his men died together that same day” (I Samuel 31:6, NKJ). Witches and false prophets only prophesy smooth words, itching ear words, words they know people, especially those in positions of power, want to hear. Sure, even sorcerers can predict some things accurately. The Egyptians could perform magic
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