

  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      NOW I AM A CHRISTIAN WHAT NEXT - BOOK OF CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

    

    
      First edition. June 24, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Rev. DAVID TAIWO.

    

    
    
      Written by Rev. DAVID TAIWO.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
  	
			 

			
		
    I dedicate this work to Almighty God the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit, by whose grace this work was made possible. I also acknowledge the encouragement and love of my precious wife, Dr  Lydia Taiwo, whom the LORD has used immensely, to erase my reluctance to put this content together in such a gentle way. To the students of Canterbury International Bible College, whose enthusiasm to learn theology has been a priceless motivation for this work.

      

    


NOW I AM A CHRISTIAN

WHAT NEXT?

Book of Christian Discipleship

Table of Contents


INDUCTION WEEK A - HOW TO USE THIS HANDBOOK

INDUCTION WEEK B - INTRODUCTION TO SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY FOR CHRISTIANS

Part 1 - Introduction to Christian Theology

Part 2 - Fundamentals of Theology

WEEK 1: IN THE BEGINNING – UNDERSTANDING CREATION AND GOD’S DESIGN

WEEK 2: THE PERSON AND WORK OF JESUS CHRIST

WEEK 3: SALVATION – GOD’S GIFT OF GRACE

WEEK 4: WATER BAPTISM – A PUBLIC DECLARATION

WEEK 5: HOLY COMMUNION – REMEMBERING CHRIST’S SACRIFICE

WEEK 6: THE HOLY SPIRIT – GOD’S PRESENCE AND POWER

WEEK 7: PRAYER – COMMUNICATING WITH GOD

WEEK 8: THE BIBLE – GOD’S WORD TO US

WEEK 9: WAITING ON GOD – WORSHIP AND MEDITATING ON GOD’S WORD

WEEK 10: LIFESTYLE OF GIVING – GIVING, TITHES AND OFFERINGS

WEEK 11: THE CHURCH – GOD’S FAMILY

WEEK 12: EVANGELISM AND MISSIONS – SHARING THE GOSPEL

WEEK 13: SPIRITUAL WARFARE – STANDING FIRM IN CHRIST

WEEK 14: GROWING AS A DISCIPLE – CONTINUING THE JOURNEY





































Copyright © 2026 Rev. Dr David Taiwo All rights reserved.

This material can be used for a church led discipleship programme or for personal study purposes. We recommend this it is used with its companion resource, NOW I AM A CHRISTIAN: WHAT NEXT? – THE WOKBOOK. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means for commercial purposes without the prior written permission of the copyright holder.

Introduction

Welcome to this transformative journey of Pentecostal discipleship! Now that you are a Christian, the next step is to learn more about life as a disciple of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

This book comes with a 2-week induction section, which precedes a carefully crafted 14-week discipleship programme, designed to provide you with a solid biblical foundation for your new life in Christ. It is built on a special emphasis on the empowering presence and work of the Holy Spirit. For a believer who has recently accepted Jesus as your Lord and Saviour, you are embarking on an exciting path of spiritual growth, supernatural encounters, and deepening relationship with God. For believers who have been born again Christians for much longer, it provides a refreshing review of Biblical and Christian foundational truths and beliefs that further ground and deepen faith in God, Christ and the Holy Spirit.

Just as the early church experienced the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4), you too are invited to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit, speak in tongues, and operate in the gifts of the Spirit that God has made available to every believer. Even established believers can refresh their understanding and experience of Christ Jesus through this journey. 

Over the next sixteen weeks, you will explore theology, essential Christian doctrines and Pentecostal distinctives that will help you develop a robust, Spirit-empowered faith. Each week covers crucial aspects of Pentecostal Christian life, from understanding creation and salvation to experiencing the baptism in the Holy Spirit, divine healing, spiritual gifts, and victorious spiritual warfare. Our goal is not just to provide information, but to help you encounter God’s supernatural power, apply biblical truths in your daily life, and become an effective witness for Christ. We encourage you to expect signs, wonders, and miracles as you walk in the Holy Spirit is power.

We encourage you to approach this journey with an open heart, a hungry spirit, and a willingness to be filled and empowered by the Holy Spirit. Remember, discipleship is not a solitary journey but one best travelled in community. We recommend participating actively in a Spirit-filled local church, where you can receive support, guidance, impartation, and opportunities to grow alongside other believers who are pursuing God’s supernatural power and presence.

This book has 3 pages at the end, where you can add your notes and key learning points during your discipleship training. You may find yourself referring back to them for many years to come as you continue in your walk of faith in Christ Jesus.
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​INDUCTION WEEK A - HOW TO USE THIS HANDBOOK
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This handbook is a tool prepared for the use of believers providing discipleship instruction, teaching and learning for Christians. Its approach is Pentecostal, which emphasises experiencing the person, work and ministry of the Holy Spirit as a part of faith, worship and Christian living. 

Whilst I have created this handbook for new believers, it is far more than a one-time journey. The foundational truths, biblical doctrines, and Pentecostal distinctives covered in these pages are essential principles that deserve repeated study and reflection, throughout your entire Christian life. Spiritual growth is not a destination to reach, but a continuous process of deepening your relationship with God and understanding His Word more fully.

The author encourages churches, discipleship groups, and individual believers to cycle through this handbook multiple times throughout the year - whether annually, bi-annually, or as often as the Spirit leads. Each time you work through these sixteen weeks, you will reinforce what God expects of us as His people, strengthen your commitment to Pentecostal practice and biblical truth, and discover fresh insights from familiar passages. Experienced believers will find new depths of understanding and application, whilst newer believers continue building their foundational knowledge. This handbook is flexible and can be adapted for various contexts: individual personal study, small group discussion, church-wide discipleship initiatives, prayer retreats, or mentoring relationships.

Remember, revisiting these truths keeps you grounded in God’s Word, accountable to biblical standards, and growing in spiritual maturity. As you return to these weeks again, and again, allowing the Holy Spirit to speak afresh to your heart, challenge your assumptions, and transform your life more completely into the image of Christ. Discipleship is a lifelong adventure, and this handbook is a trusted companion for that journey. 

Instructor and Learner Preparation

Prior to each week, instructors ought to have spent time in prayer (possibly with fasting) for each student and sought the leading of the Holy Spirit, before venturing to take a discipleship class. Each student will do this for themselves, asking the Holy Spirit to give them knowledge and understanding of what will be taught that week. 

It is the instructor’s responsibility to encourage and ensure that their discipleship students have given their lives to Christ Jesus, as their Lord and saviour before starting this or any discipleship programme. It is good Christian leadership practice, to share the Gospel at the beginning of the discipleship programme. This should not be completed as a “tick box, we’ve done that” exercise, to avoid ingenuine conversions. It can also build the confidence of those who were uncertain about their conversion and reveal those who felt their conversion was imposed or that they had no choice but to follow others forward, when the altar call was made.

Please Note: It is highly recommended for participants following this discipleship handbook, that they use it along with its workbook (NOW I AM A CHRISTIAN, WHAT NEXT? – THE WORKBOOK) – not included but available separately - as a companion resource.

.
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Part 1 - Introduction to Christian Theology 
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Learning Objectives

	By the end of this induction session, participants should be able to:

	Define theology and explain its importance for Christian discipleship.

	Distinguish between systematic theology and other theological disciplines.

	Understand the Pentecostal approach to theology.

	Recognise the relationship between Scripture, doctrine, spiritual experience, and Christian living.

	Appreciate the importance of theological reflection for spiritual maturity and ministry.


Christian theology may be defined as the disciplined and faithful reflection upon God’s self-revelation in Scripture, creation, history, and ultimately in Jesus Christ (McGrath, 2017). 

What is Theology?

The word theology comes from two Greek words: theos (God) and logos (word, study, or discourse). Theology therefore means “the study of God.”

Christian theology may be defined as the disciplined and faithful reflection upon God’s self-revelation in creation, Scripture, history, and supremely in the person and work of Jesus Christ (McGrath, 2017).

Theology is not merely an academic exercise reserved for scholars. Every Christian is, in some sense, a theologian because every believer thinks about God, interprets Scripture, and forms beliefs concerning God’s nature and purposes. The real question is not whether Christians engage in theology, but whether their theology is biblical, faithful, and spiritually healthy.

Jesus taught that eternal life involves knowing God:


“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3, NKJV).


Theological study therefore serves the practical purpose of helping believers know, worship, obey, and enjoy God more fully.

Pentecostal theologian Simon Chan argues that theology should never be separated from Christian spirituality because true theology arises from worship, prayer, and participation in the life of the Spirit (Chan, 2000).

Why Study Theology?

Many Christians mistakenly believe that theology is only for pastors, academics, or Bible college students. However, Scripture repeatedly encourages believers to grow in their knowledge of God.

Paul prayed:


“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ... may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him” (Ephesians 1:17, NKJV).


Peter likewise exhorts believers:

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18, NKJV).

The study of theology helps Christians:

	Understand biblical truth accurately.

	Recognise false teaching.

	Strengthen their faith.

	Deepen their worship.

	Grow in spiritual maturity.

	Share the Gospel effectively.

	Apply biblical truth to everyday life.


According to Gordon Fee, sound theology is essential because Christian experience must always be interpreted and governed by Scripture under the guidance of the Holy Spirit (Fee, 1994).

What is Systemic Theology

Systematic theology is the organised study and presentation of biblical truth arranged by topics or doctrines (Grudem, 1994). 

Systematic theology is the organised study and presentation of biblical truth according to doctrinal topics rather than according to the order in which the doctrines appear in Scripture (Grudem, 1994).

It seeks to answer questions such as:

	What does the whole Bible teach about God?

	What does Scripture teach about salvation?

	Who is the Holy Spirit?

	What is the Church?

	What happens after death?


Rather than studying individual passages in isolation, systematic theology gathers together everything Scripture teaches about a particular subject and presents it in a coherent and organised manner.

Millard Erickson defines systematic theology as the discipline that seeks to formulate a comprehensive, internally consistent, and biblically faithful understanding of Christian doctrine (Erickson, 2013).

Systematic theology therefore serves as a framework that helps believers understand how biblical truths relate to one another.

The Pentecostal Approach to Theology

Pentecostals agree with the basic doctrines of the Christian faith as expressed in the ancient creeds and confessions of the Church including:

	The Trinity

	The deity of Christ

	The authority of Scripture

	Salvation by grace through faith

	The bodily resurrection of Jesus

	The future return of Christ


(Horton, 1994).

Pentecostal theology therefore stands firmly within the historic Christian tradition and does not represent a departure from orthodox Christian belief.

However, they place specific “emphasis on the evangelical traditions,” (Horton, 1994). The main distinctive aspect of Pentecostal theology is the specific emphasis on present-day work of the Holy Spirit, the availability of spiritual gifts, the baptism in the Holy Spirit as a distinct experience after conversion, and the expectation of supernatural manifestations in the life of the Church (Chan, 2000). According to Chan (2000), Pentecostal spirituality views theology as a lived reality rather than an abstract discipline.

The Present Ministry of the Holy Spirit

Pentecostals believe the Holy Spirit continues to work actively within the Church today through empowerment, spiritual gifts, healing, prophecy, and supernatural ministry (Acts 2:17–18; 1 Corinthians 12:7–11).

Spirit Baptism

Pentecostals teach that baptism in the Holy Spirit is a distinct experience following conversion that empowers believers for witness and ministry (Acts 1:8; Acts 2:4; Acts 19:1–6).

Experiential Theology

Pentecostals understand theology not only as something studied but as something experienced.

As Simon Chan explains:


“Pentecostal theology is fundamentally a theology of encounter, where doctrine and spiritual experience mutually inform one another (Chan, 2000).”


Expectation of the Supernatural

Pentecostals affirm that the ministry of the Holy Spirit described in the New Testament remains available to believers today. Craig Keener observes that Pentecostalism’s global growth is largely connected to its expectation that God continues to act powerfully in contemporary Christian experience (Keener, 2011).
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Part 2 - Fundamentals of Theology
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Introduction - The Doctrine of God

The doctrine of God is the foundation of all Christian theology. Every other doctrine—including salvation, the Church, the Holy Spirit, humanity, and the future hope of believers—depends upon who God is. Theology properly begins with God because God is the source, sustainer, and goal of all creation (Romans 11:36).

The purpose of studying the doctrine of God is not simply intellectual understanding. Rather, it is to deepen our worship, strengthen our faith, and increase our knowledge of the One who has revealed Himself in Scripture and ultimately in Jesus Christ.

In Pentecostal theology, the doctrine of God possesses both doctrinal and experiential dimensions. God is not merely an object of theological study, but a living reality encountered through the ministry of the Holy Spirit. Sound doctrine should lead to worship, and genuine experience should be governed by biblical truth (Macchia, 2006).

The Bible does not attempt to prove whether or not God exists, Scripture assumes it as given – not a hypothesis or theory, this truth is already proven and without contest. The existence of God is the foundational truth upon which all other Christian doctrines rest (Grudem, 1994). The Bible begins with God as a given, not as a hypothesis to be proven (Erickson, 2013).

The Psalmist declares, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God’” (Psalm 14:1; 53:1). Scripture’s perspective on atheism is not merely the rebuke of a respectable intellectual position but “a moral and spiritual failure” (Grudem, 1994).

The biblical worldview therefore begins with revelation. God is known because He has chosen to make Himself known.

As Jesus prayed:


“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3, NKJV).


Divine Revelation: How We Know God

Before discussing God’s nature and attributes, an important question must be addressed:

How can finite human beings know an infinite God?

The Christian answer is revelation.

God is knowable because He has chosen to reveal Himself. Without divine revelation, humanity could speculate about God but could never truly know Him.

The writer of Hebrews states:


“God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son” (Hebrews 1:1–2, NKJV).


Christian theology traditionally recognises two forms of revelation.

General Revelation

General revelation refers to God’s self-disclosure through creation, conscience, and providence.

Paul teaches:


“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made” (Romans 1:20, NKJV).


Creation reveals God’s power, wisdom, beauty, and majesty (Psalm 19:1–4).

Special Revelation

Special revelation refers to God’s direct self-disclosure through Scripture, prophetic revelation, redemptive history, and supremely through Jesus Christ.

Jesus declared:


“He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9, NKJV).


Pentecostal theology strongly emphasises the role of the Holy Spirit in illuminating God’s revelation. The Spirit who inspired Scripture also enables believers to understand






























	God is therefore not a physical being limited by material existence.

	He is eternal, infinite, self-existent, and independent of creation.

	Unlike creation, God has no beginning and no end.

































































	love (1 John 4:8, 16; Romans 5:5), 

	holiness (1 Peter 1:16), 

	wisdom (Romans 11:33) 

	righteousness (Amos 5:21 – 24; Romans 3:25 - 26), 

	goodness (Psalm 34:8; James 1:17), and 

	faithfulness (Lamentations 3:22–23; 1 Cor 1:9) 























































	“All things were made through Him” (John 1:3, NKJV).

	Jesus possesses every attribute of deity.

	He forgives sins (Mark 2:5–12).

	He receives worship (Matthew 14:33).

	He exercises divine authority (Matthew 28:18).

	He is called God (Hebrews 1:8).










	Speaks (Acts 13:2)

	Teaches (John 14:26)

	Guides (John 16:13)

	Intercedes (Romans 8:26)

	Can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30)

	Can be lied to - “You have not lied to men but to God” (Acts 5:4, NKJV).














	There is one God.

	The Father is God.

	The Son is God.

	The Holy Spirit is God.

	The Father, Son, and Spirit are distinct Persons.









	“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Timothy 3:16, NKJV).




	The authority of Scripture.

	The illumination of Scripture by the Holy Spirit.





	Scripture provides the foundation.

	The Holy Spirit provides illumination.

	The Church provides accountability.

	The believer provides faithful obedience.












	Worship

	Holiness

	Faith

	Obedience

	Spiritual maturity

	Effective ministry










































	Read God’s Word.

	Pray daily.

	Join a Bible-believing local church.

	Be baptised in water.

	Seek the fullness of the Holy Spirit.

	Grow as disciples of Jesus Christ.
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