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    To all lovers of tiny tales.
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​Introduction
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I was not always a lover of extremely short fiction, either reading it or writing it.  That's partly because I wasn't really aware it existed. And partly because, once I WAS aware, the stuff I came across didn't appeal to me at all.

Then I discovered three things.


●  This magnificent drabble by Neil Gaimen.

●  This game by Holly Lisle.

●  And then Holly Lisle's free class on flash fiction.



This taught me that a flash or drabble or even Twitterfiction could be (a) well written, (b) a completely plotted story instead of mindless, stream of conscious drivel, and (c) lots of fun to write!

And since I'm at a stage in life where even short stories are hard to concentrate on and complete (never mind novels!), well, that's a breath of fresh air.

Most of these were written either during Story a Day September or a couple years ago when I challenged myself to post to my blog every day for a month. Short fiction quickly becomes addicting.

But enough. This is a book of extremely short tales. So this one has ended. Enjoy the rest! 

​
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​A Word On Set Up
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I've been going back and forth over how to arrange this. By length? Type? Genre? Topic? Theme?

I came up with 5 main themes:

	Magic and Fantasy

	Love and Romance

	Creativity (art and writing)

	Life! (Nature, housework, miscellaneous)


And I came up with 5 main types, three of which are based on length:

	Correspondence (letters, postcards, ads, advice columns)

	Lists (lists of funny situations, humorous how-to)

	Flash fiction (500 words or less)

	Drabbles and Double Drabbles (100 and 200 words each)

	Twabble-length (50 word fic and under—Twitterfic is generally considered 140 characters or less).


So after much hem-hawing, comparing and rearranging I'm going with arranging by type.

That's all. Continue! 

​
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​​Sudden Fiction
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Ah, what in the world is Sudden Fiction?

Well, it can be many things. But for our purposes here, let's define our terms!


●  Micro Fiction or Sudden Fiction: Often applied to any type of flash fiction, but for this book, we'll consider it to specifically mean any story smaller than a Drabble.

●  50 Word Fic/Fiction: Pretty self-explanatory. A story of exactly 50 words.

●  Twitterfic/Twitterfiction or Twabble: A story of 140 characters or less, so that it fits into a Twitter status. I've noticed this usually comes to 20 or 30 words. But of course, that depends on word length and how much punctuation is needed! 



Personally, I love the word Twabble the most. But as a general term, I think Micro Fiction or Sudden Fiction covers it best. 

​
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​5 Tips On Writing Extremely Short Fiction
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How do you write extremely short bits of fiction, you ask?

Easy.

	Try writing on a tiny piece of paper: index card, post it note, gum-wrapper. The smaller the better.

	Write by hand, in the tiniest script you can manage and still reread.

	Combine 1 and 2.

	On the other hand, try Number 1 but write big, to make the story even shorter.

	Can you do a story in 30 words? Think 10 to begin and 5 to end. That's 15 for the meat of your tale!


A how-to on short fiction should be short. The end.

Okay, okay. So that's a bit snarky. Those aren't bad ideas though. However I fully expect I'll write a more serious How To in the future. But let's get these published first before I go trying to advise people on how to write them!

And that's really all from me. Enjoy!

​
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​50 Word Fictions
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The Masterpiece 

She'd worked on the novel for years. And after all those grueling hours it was finally done. Perfect. Pristine.

It was ready.

Publisher One rejected it. And Numbers Two through Fifteen. Rejected, all.

“Fine. Let public opinion be the judge.”

She went to her favorite e-book site...

...And hit Publish. 

––––––––
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Welcome To Mayberry 

“We're sure glad to see a new face in Mayberry,” Andy said with a wide grin. “I reckon the last time someone moved in—Miss? You alright? You seem kind of shadowy. Faded..”

She blinked out.

She handed the head gear back to the scientist. 

“Fun idea. Needs work though.”

––––––––
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Bravery of Oz 

They were lounging on the lawn of the Emerald City palace. “Dorothy,” asked the Lion. “Am I a coward?”

She gasped. “Of course not! You never run away, no matter how scared. That’s what bravery means.”

The Lion sighed. “I wish my knees wouldn't knock from so much bravery then!”
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Queen Of It All 

She stood on the edge of the water. “Make me a queen,”  she whispered to the magic charm. “I want control!”

The magical backlash knocked her in the lake.

When she came to, a gigantic school of fishes surrounded her.

“It's the new queen!” A red and blue one squealed.  
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The Old Flame 

“Imagine seeing you again! What've you been up to since...well, you dumped me?”

Andrea blushed. “Taking care of mom. Now that she's gone I'm looking for adventures.”

“Then how about a spin in my boat? Give me another chance?”

“I-I'd like that. But which boat is yours?”

“The Lady Andrea.” yours?”

––––––––
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New Dad 

The orphan waited on the steps for his new dad to arrive.

Suddenly, a grey-bearded old man flew down on the back of a wheezy accordion.

“Shut your mouth,” he snapped. “I’m the Time Guardian. Hop on. We’ve lots of time to cover and little space to do it in!”
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