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			To all friendships, but especially mine

		

	
		
			Lily and nico Of Skipton Street

			Lily and Nico are inseparable. If you met them today, you would never know they’ve been friends for less than a year. Just like in any friendship, new or old, Lily and Nico face conflict and hurt feelings—along with fun adventures and a whole lot of laughs.

			There are five stories in this book, and in each one you’ll get a little peek into Lily’s and Nico’s lives and their friendships with each other and with the other kids at school and on Skipton Street.

			Here’s the super cool twist: in each story, you get to help Nico or Lily make a choice! Use your empathy, problem solving, and friendship skills to help them choose the best way forward and find out what happens. Don’t like the outcome? Go back, make a different choice, and see how that one turns out.

			At the end of the book, there are questions and activities to get you thinking a little more about each story and what you can learn from Lily and Nico.

			Let the friendship adventures begin!
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			The No-Show

			“Don’t forget—Skipton Park at four thirty!” Lily said to Nico just as school let out. “I can’t wait to practice drills with you. Last one there’s a rotten egg!”

			Nico couldn’t wait either. Lily, his closest friend, was the best shooter on their school’s basketball team. It was her idea for him to try out. She loved to talk about how much fun she had with her teammates and how they had pizza parties when they won. Nico didn’t even really like pizza, and basketball wasn’t his favorite sport, but he liked the idea of being part of a team.
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			Nico went home and started his math homework right away. He wanted to get it done before meeting Lily. His mom popped her head in to say hello, and he reminded his mom that he was going to meet Lily at the park later. She smiled and told him to have fun.

			Even though Nico missed his old friends and was sad about leaving his previous town, he was so happy he’d met Lily seven months ago. Back then, Nico and his mom had just moved to Skipton Street, and he hadn’t made any friends yet.

			He had been out riding his bike along Skipton Street when he heard a girl’s voice yelling, “CROUTON!” Wondering who in the world was yelling about salad toppings, he turned to see a tiny fluffball of a dog chasing after him. A girl who looked to be about his age was chasing after the dog, her wavy brown hair streaming behind her.

			“Get back here!” she yelled at the top of her lungs. He stopped his bike. The little furball on four legs ran right up to him to greet him. He had never seen a dog so small or so fluffy before. The way the dog hopped around like a bunny at his feet made him laugh as the girl finally caught up to them.

			Panting hard from her sprint down the street, she bent down and grabbed the dog. “Crouton, you silly little dog!” Then, with a smile as warm as sunshine, she turned to Nico. “Hi! I’m Lily Tate,” she said, “and this is Crouton.”

			Nico thought that was a funny name for a dog, but somehow it fit the fluffy little thing. “Hi,” he said shyly, his voice cracking a bit. “I’m Nico Chan.”

			“You must be the new neighbor my parents told me about! Sorry about Crouton. She’s always escaping through the hole in our fence, looking for new adventures and new friends.” Hearing the words new friends made Nico feel hopeful. He had a feeling Lily and Crouton might be his first friends on Skipton Street. And he was right.
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			Nico checked the time. He didn’t need to meet Lily for almost twenty minutes, but he didn’t want to be the rotten egg! He finished the last problem on his math worksheet and tucked it neatly back into his homework folder. Quick as lightning, he changed into a pair of shorts and a T-shirt, grabbed his basketball, and bolted out of the house.

			It was a warm spring day, and people were out and about. The park was lively with families sitting on the grass and kids playing on the playground. But no Lily at the basketball court yet. Nico sat on a bench to wait.

			Moments later, a dog barked. Nico turned his head, thinking it was Crouton. Nope, just a different dog frolicking on the grass. He glanced down at his watch: four forty-five, and still no Lily.

			Where could she be? Nico thought, rolling the ball back and forth between his feet. He hoped that Lily was just fashionably late. That’s what his mom called it when they were running behind. She always said that they could just “make an entrance” when they finally arrived. And Lily did like a big entrance. She enjoyed having the spotlight on her. He didn’t mind. It took the pressure off him.

			As the minutes ticked by, Nico’s shoulders slumped. Maybe I’m not that important to her, he thought, feeling hurt. Maybe I don’t matter as much as her other friends. She’s probably with them now.

			What should Nico do next?

			Choice 1: Ask a group of kids he doesn’t know at the basketball court to play instead. Turn to this page.

			Choice 2: Ask Lily why she didn’t show up. Turn to this page.

			Choice 3: Say nothing and just let it go. Turn to this page.

		

	
		
			
			
				
					[image: Choice 1]
				

			

			At five o’clock, Nico gave up on Lily showing up. Sighing, he picked up his ball and got up to walk home. As he trudged by the court, he noticed a few other kids playing a round of H-O-R-S-E. He’d seen them around school, but he’d never met them. Nico stopped to watch the game. He heard his mom’s voice echoing in his head: “You’ll make friends, Nico, but you’ve got to put yourself out there. Say hi and ask some kids to play! What’s the worst that could happen?”

			The worst that could happen, Nico thought, was that they’d laugh at him and he’d leave feeling embarrassed. He hadn’t made a lot of close friends other than Lily, and she didn’t even show up.

			I can do this, Nico thought, scuffing his shoe on the edge of the court. His favorite teacher at his old school used to tell him that taking a few deep breaths would help anytime he felt nervous or scared.

			Nico took a deep breath. He counted, “One…two…” then let his breath whoosh out on three. Nico walked over to one of the kids, a boy with dark curly hair and a bright blue shirt.

			“Hi, I’m Nico,” he said. “I was supposed to meet my friend here to play basketball, and she didn’t show up. Is it all right if I play with you guys instead?”

			The boy grinned and held out his hand. “Hi, Nico. I’m Jameson. We were going to play an actual game but didn’t have an even number. We could definitely use another player!” The other boys nodded and smiled. They introduced themselves to Nico, too.

			Before Nico knew it, it was almost six and time to go home for dinner. He was surprised at how much fun he had. His mouth hurt from smiling, and his shirt was damp with sweat. Jameson made him promise to come back and play with them again the next week.

			Nico headed home, whistling and bouncing his basketball. A familiar, high-pitched voice called, “Nico! Hey, Nico!” from behind him. He turned and saw Lily through the open window of her dad’s car. She waved madly at him, her loose hair whipping in the wind.

			“Hey, Lil—” Nico started to call back. Then, he remembered how she left him hanging at the park. He clamped his mouth shut and kept walking. Hmmph. That’ll show her, he thought.

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			He was even quieter than usual at dinner, pushing his food around his plate. He went to his room as soon as he finished.

			Later that night, Nico was writing in his journal when his mom knocked on his bedroom door.

			She poked her head in. “Lily’s on the phone.”

			“I’m busy,” Nico said.

			His mother stepped back out and returned minutes later. “Lily said she saw you walking home from the park. She said she was
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