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Mister Gorf, a green-colored frog, was
sitting on his favorite lily-pad thinking with great excitement
about his birthday, which he would be celebrating soon. He had
decided that he would celebrate his birthday with a grand picnic
and invite all his friends to come and join in the fun.

He hugged his knees with pleasure, it was
going to be the best birthday-picnic ever, he thought. The first
thing he would have to do is write out the invitations and get them
delivered to his friends. No!, the first thing to do was to decide
where the birthday-picnic should be held, and then only could he
post the invitations.

Mister Gorf spent most of his time sitting on
his lily-pad and it was definitely not big enough for all his
friends as well, and where would the birthday cake stand? He would
have to find a bigger and better spot for his birthday-picnic.

He decided that the picnic should be held on
the bank of the river so that his friend Sammy Fish could also
attend. Sammy could not be out of the water for long, but he could
swim next to the bank and pop his head up every now and then to see
what his friends were getting up to. Sammy would love to be part of
the birthday-picnic.

Now that he had decided where the
birthday-picnic was to be held he had to draw up a guest-list,
making sure that he did not forget one of his beloved friends.

“Now let’s see!” he said “there is Maxie the
brown puppy
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Sammy Fish
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Betsy Firefly and all her friends
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Spitsy Spider
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The dragonfly family
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and the rabbits living in the woods”. He must
make a note to warn Maxie not to chase the rabbits, they must all
be friends at the birthday-picnic.
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Mister Gorf, or just Gorf as his friends
called him, immediately got to work writing out his invitations.
His hand was trembling with excitement at the thought of the
picnic. He would ask Feathers, his friend who lived in a nest in
the big tree overhanging the river, where Gorf’s lily-pad was, to
deliver the invitations for him.

Once the invitations were sorted out he would
have to go shopping for all the picnic-goodies. He would have to
ask Mister Baker to bake a special birthday cake for him, with
plenty of frosting and candles. Gorf was not sure how old he was so
he thought it would be a good idea if Mister Baker put a candle on
the cake for each guest that would be present, so that they could
each blow out a candle. That would be great fun for all of
them!

Gorf began to slowly and carefully write down
the names of his birthday-guests in his best handwriting; he wrote
each one a beautiful invitation and colored it in with his new
pencils.
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He rolled the invitations up and tied them
with a bright bow. Then he called out
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