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AUTHOR'S NOTE

This book, "Main Basse sur l'Orénoque" (Hands Off the Orinoco) , is intended as a warning. It is not science fiction, but "Design Fiction" : a realistic projection based on current vulnerabilities (US refining, Chinese debt, the fragility of the dollar).

WARNING TO THE READER

This book is a work of speculative fiction ( Design Fiction ). Although the story takes place in a realistic geographical and economic setting, and mentions real public figures, existing businesses, and technologies for the sake of narrative realism, the events, dialogues, and situations described (including the 2026 invasion, specific contracts, and acts of corruption) are products of the author's imagination. They should not be interpreted as established facts or official predictions.

Table of Contents:

INTRODUCTION: Noise and the Bill

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER 1: The Missing Link in American Refining

[image: ]


	The obsession with API density and why Texas was no longer sufficient.


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER 2: The "Houston Plan"

[image: ]


	The logistical invasion and the rewriting of oil laws.


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER 3: Disguised Privatization

[image: ]


	The purge of managers, the end of the welfare state, and social apartheid.


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER 4: The Debt War and the Dragon's Counterattack

[image: ]


	How China has transformed international law into a weapon of war.


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER 5: The Texas Dilemma

[image: ]


	The revolt of shale producers and energy blackmail against Europe.


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER 6: The Vultures of the Construction Industry

[image: ]


	The economics of reconstruction, corruption and the unintentional financing of crime.


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER 7: The Hybrid Insurrection

[image: ]


	Drones, sabotage and the unnatural alliance between gangs and the military.


CHAPTER 8 (CONCLUSION): The Crash of Truth

	The financial collapse, the American withdrawal, and the new world order.


INTRODUCTION: NOISE AND THE BILL

Caracas, January 19, 2026.

The dust has barely settled on the ruins of the Fuerte Tiuna complex. Less than three weeks ago, on the night of January 2nd to 3rd, the world watched in stunned disbelief as the flashes of American precision strikes illuminated the Caracas sky. Operation "Absolute Resolve" was sold to the international media by the White House as an act of surgical justice: the neutralization of a regime labeled narco-terrorist and the spectacular exfiltration of the former president to a federal cell in New York.

On the 24-hour news channels, they still talk about "freedom," "democratic transition," and "the end of tyranny." Images of jubilant or angry crowds are playing on a loop. But in the glass towers of Houston, at the headquarters of Titan Energy , and in the hushed offices of Botts Legal , the sound of missiles has already given way to the studious silence of Excel spreadsheets and geological maps.

For the informed expert, the military operation was not an end in itself. It was an operation to unlock the situation .

This book doesn't tell the official story of the 2026 war. It doesn't dwell on the legal fate of the ousted leaders, nor on the political upheavals of the transitional government. This book tells the true story unfolding now, far from the cameras: that of the largest energy asset transfer of the 21st century, orchestrated by an unprecedented alliance between the Pentagon and Wall Street.

The Paradox of American Power

Why would the United States, the world's leading oil producer thanks to the shale oil revolution , take the political and military risk of direct intervention in Venezuela? The answer lies not in international law books, but in hydrocarbon chemistry.

America suffers from a major industrial paradox. It produces oil that is too light, too "soft." Yet the vast refining infrastructure of the Gulf of Mexico—the coast of Texas and Louisiana—was designed to process heavy, viscous, sulfur-laden crude. For years, giants like Alamo Refining and Spartan Downstream have been bleeding dry. They are forced to import at exorbitant prices or blend unsuitable crudes, eroding their profit margins.

The Orinoco Belt, with its 300 billion barrels of proven reserves of extra-heavy crude oil, is not just a Venezuelan asset. It is, geologically and industrially, the missing piece of the American energy puzzle.

From Geopolitics to Geo-economics

The military intervention has removed the political obstacle. The path is now clear for the return of the American supermajors . But make no mistake: this is not a return to normalcy. It is a complete overhaul.

PetroVen , the national company once the pride of socialism, is a smoldering ruin. It no longer has the capital or the technology. Venezuela is a country rich in mineral resources, but bankrupt on the surface. 
Therefore, the equation facing us at the beginning of 2026 is stark: to rebuild the country, sovereignty must be ceded. We are entering the era of privatization out of necessity .
The Stakes of this Work

In the following pages, we will dissect the mechanics of this reconquest.

	We will analyze how Washington used international law to erase Venezuela's debt to China ( SinoOil ), transforming a financial dispute into a weapon of war.

	We will reveal the behind-the-scenes story of the reconstruction, where billions of dollars disappear into the pockets of intermediaries like Bauchet Construction , ultimately inadvertently funding the criminal gangs they were supposed to be fighting.

	Finally, we will explore the hidden cost of this war: the revolt of independent producers in Texas, sacrificed on the altar of refiner profitability, and the energy blackmail imposed on Europe.


The attack on January 3rd lasted a few hours. The economic battle for control of the Orinoco River, however, is only just beginning. And the outcome of this battle will determine not only the price of your gasoline, but the balance of power in the world for the next twenty years.

Welcome to the reality of raw materials .
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CHAPTER 1: THE MISSING LINK IN AMERICAN REFINING
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Or why America is dying of thirst in the middle of an ocean of oil.

To understand why Delta Force soldiers landed in Caracas on the night of January 3, 2026, one shouldn't look at DEA drug trafficking reports or fiery speeches about democracy delivered at the UN. Instead, one should look at a geological map of the Permian Basin in Texas and overlay it with the engineering plans of the refineries along the Gulf Coast .

There is a persistent myth, perpetuated by successive Washington administrations since the mid-2010s: that of "Energy Independence." According to this narrative, the fracking revolution freed the United States from its dependence on petro-monarchies and unstable dictatorships. It is a convenient political lie, but an industrial aberration.

The reality, which Operation Absolute Resolve has just brought to light with unprecedented brutality, is that the United States suffers from a fatal mismatch between what it produces and what it consumes. America is a giant with feet of clay, capable of flooding the world with light oil, but incapable of running its own factories at full capacity without outside help.

This first chapter aims to deconstruct the American paradox. We will delve into the chemistry of hydrocarbons and the financial statements of "Super-Majors" like Titan Energy and AmeriCorp to demonstrate a simple truth: Venezuelan oil is not a luxury for the United States. It is a matter of national industrial security.

1. The Tyranny of Density API

To the layperson, "oil is oil." A black, viscous substance that transforms into gasoline. For the petrochemical engineer, this statement is heresy that costs billions of dollars. The global crude oil market is governed by a ruthless measurement scale: API gravity (American Petroleum Institute gravity).

This is where Uncle Sam's problem lies.

Since 2010, US production has exploded, making the country the world's leading producer. But 90% of this new shale production (Permian Basin, Eagle Ford, Bakken) is light sweet crude , with a density above 40° API. It is a champagne-colored, very fluid liquid, low in sulfur.
At the opposite end of the geological spectrum are heavy oil (below 22° API) and extra-heavy oil (below 10° API). This is what Venezuela produces in the Orinoco Belt. At room temperature, it's not a liquid; it's practically bitumen. A black molasses, rich in heavy metals (vanadium, nickel) and sulfur.

The strategic problem is this: oil doesn't go directly into your car's tank. It has to go through a refinery. And American refineries don't want Texas "Champagne." They want Venezuelan "Melasse."

2. PADD 3: A Cathedral of Rust Designed for Heavy Duty

America's energy heart beats in PADD 3 ( Petroleum Administration for Defense District 3 ). This administrative area covers Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi. It concentrates more than 50% of the total refining capacity of the United States and represents the most sophisticated industrial complex on the planet.

In the 1990s and 2000s, long before anyone imagined extracting shale oil, the industry giants— Titan Energy , AmeriCorp Petroleum , Alamo Refining , and Spartan Downstream —made a colossal bet. Forecasts at the time predicted the end of light oil (easy to refine) and the future dominance of heavy, dirty oils (more difficult to extract, but cheaper to buy).

this price difference, American refiners have invested hundreds of billions of dollars to transform their facilities into technological marvels. They have built coking and deep hydrocracking units. These colossal machines—steel towers as tall as 30-story buildings—are designed to take the heaviest, dirtiest , and cheapest crude oil on the market, break down its complex carbon molecules at high temperatures, and extract high-quality gasoline and diesel.

It's a brilliant business model, but it has one rigid flaw: the metallurgy. 
A "complex" refinery configured for heavy crude must process heavy crude. If you feed a coking unit with light shale oil from Texas, you're underutilizing the plant. Economically, it's comparable to buying an industrial rock crusher to crush strawberries: it works, but it's a terrible waste of capital.
The Economics of the "Crack Spread": The Calculation That Justified the War

To understand why the oil lobbies ultimately supported the 2026 military intervention, you have to get out the calculator and look at the "Crack Spread" (the gross refining margin). That's the crux of the matter.

Let's compare the situation of an Alamo Refining plant in Louisiana at the end of 2025:

	"Independence" scenario (US oil only):



The refinery buys a barrel of WTI Midland (light Texas) at $75. This oil produces a lot of gasoline, but the market is saturated. The net back margin barely fluctuates between $8 and $10 per barrel .

	Scenario "Symbiosis" (Venezuelan Oil):



The same refinery buys a barrel of Merey 16 (Venezuelan). Due to its poor quality, this barrel is sold at a massive discount on the international market. Purchase price: $55.
Thanks to its cokers , the refinery transforms this cheap sludge into diesel and kerosene, products with very high added value. The net margin jumps to $25 or $30 per barrel .

The equation is unforgiving. A Gulf refinery deprived of heavy crude loses approximately $15 to $20 in pure profit on every barrel processed. Multiply that by the millions of barrels processed daily by Alamo or AmeriCorp , and you arrive at an annual shortfall in tens of billions of dollars. By 2025, the American refining system was bleeding money, not from a lack of volume, but from a "dietary error."

3. The Perfect Storm: The Collapse of Alternatives (2022-2025)

If the United States had been able to find this heavy oil elsewhere, Operation Absolute Resolve might never have happened. But history dictated that all alternative sources dried up simultaneously.

	The Russian Impasse: Until 2022, the US compensated for Venezuela's lack of supply with Russian fuel oil ( M-100 ). The war in Ukraine and the sanctions against Volga Oil (the Russian giant) cut off this supply, creating an immediate vacuum.

	The Mexican Decline: Mexico has reduced its exports to supply its own nationalist refinery in Dos Bocas.

	The Canadian Nightmare: Alberta's tar sands oil is a perfect substitute, but transporting it to Texas is a logistical nightmare. Without the Keystone XL pipeline, it must travel by rail or on congested pipelines, making it prohibitively expensive.


By the end of 2025, heavy crude oil stocks in PADD 3 had reached a critical level. The CEOs of Spartan Downstream and Alamo Refining warned the White House: diesel prices in the US were threatening to skyrocket. Only one option remained on the world map: Venezuela, located just four days away by ship.

4. Autopsy of a failure: The strategy of sanctions

Why did the military option become inevitable in January 2026? Because the silent economic war had failed.

Previous administrations had bet on financial strangulation. By cutting off oil purchases in 2019, Washington thought the Maduro regime would collapse within months. This was



	China was buying oil at rock-bottom prices (-40%), strengthening its economy via SinoOil .

	American refiners ( Route 66 Energy , AmeriCorp ) were deprived of their vital raw material.

	Maduro survived thanks to suitcases of cash, impervious to Western banking pressures.
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	The CEO of Titan Energy (the largest American oil company).

	The CEO of AmeriCorp Petroleum .

	The CEO of Alamo Refining (the largest independent refiner).








	Refineries in the Gulf of Mexico are breaking down one after another due to a lack of heavy crude oil.

	National diesel shortage. Trucks are stopping. Supermarkets are no longer receiving deliveries.

	Panic on Wall Street. Double-digit inflation.

	Meanwhile, China ( SinoOil ) takes total control of Venezuela, sets up a naval base in Puerto Cabello and points missiles towards Florida.
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