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Northwest Georgia

Northwest Georgia offers a little bit of everything for the angler. Trout streams, highland reservoirs, and several medium-size rivers all provide good fishing for a variety of species. The ridge and valley topography of the region makes for a very scenic backdrop to almost any fishing trip.


1 George Sparks Reservoir (Sweetwater Creek State Conservation Park)

Key species: Largemouth bass, bluegill, redear sunfish, channel catfish.

Overview: George Sparks Reservoir, in Sweetwater Creek State Conservation Park, is a 215-acre lake only minutes from downtown Atlanta.

Best way to fish: Shore, boat.

Best time to fish: March through May.

Description: Originally constructed as a water supply for the City of East Point, the state now manages George Sparks Reservoir as part of the 1,986-acre Sweetwater Creek State Conservation Park. The park’s proximity to metro Atlanta makes it one of the most heavily used day-use recreation areas in the state.

The fishing: The lake bottom was cleared during construction, so very little cover remains other than what is found along the shoreline. Any shoreline cover like fallen trees, riprap, or rock piles is a good place to try for bass and sunfish. The upper end of the lake has the most cover and is a good choice in the springtime.

Anglers can catch channel catfish and bullheads nearly anywhere on the lake. Since most of the fishing pressure is from shoreline anglers, the boating angler has a better chance of finding less-pressured fish away from the popular access points.

In the spring, look for spawning bass and sunfish in the shallows. The backs of protected coves are a good place to start your search. During the hot months, search for deepwater features like points and creek channels to produce the most and biggest fish.

In heavily pressured waters like George Sparks Reservoir, downsizing your baits and making the most natural presentation possible is sometimes what it takes to catch fish that have seen it all. Extra effort invested in getting away from the crowds should pay dividends in more fish caught.

DeLorme: Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 25 B-10.

General information: Sweetwater Creek State Conversation Park is a day-use area. There are no camping facilities, and camping is not allowed anywhere in the park. Facilities at the park include picnic shelters and tables, playgrounds, fishing piers, a bait shop, and boat rentals. Private boats are allowed on the lake but are limited to electric motors only. The area has 7 miles of hiking trails. The park features a variety of natural and cultural attractions, including the ruins of a Civil War-era textile mill burned by Union forces. Park hours are from 7:00 A.M. to 10:00 P.M. A daily parking fee is required for vehicles. There is no shortage of nearby choices for food, lodging, and supplies.
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Nearest camping: Two privately owned campgrounds, Arrowhead and Atlanta West, are within about 5 miles of the park. See the Appendix for contact numbers.

Directions: From Atlanta, take Interstate 20 west to exit 44 at Thornton Road and turn left. Travel 0.25 mile south on Thornton Road and turn right onto Blairs Bridge Road (County Road 818). Travel 2.2 miles to Mt. Vernon Road (County Road 111). Turn left and drive 0.5 mile to the park.

For more information: Contact the Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office in Calhoun or the Superintendent’s Office at Sweetwater Creek State Conservation Park.




2 Coosa River at Mayo’s Bar Lock and Dam

Key species: Striped bass, white bass, crappie.

Overview: Mayo’s Bar Lock and Dam is a popular early-season destination for anglers after white bass and crappie as these species make their annual spring spawning migration up the river.

Best way to fish: Bank, boat.

Best time to fish: March through July.
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The old lock and dam structure at Mayo’s Bar on the Coosa River was completed in 1913.



Description: During the steamboat era, Mayo’s Lock and Dam allowed the passage of steamboats carrying passengers and freight up the Coosa River to Rome, Georgia. Although the lock has been inactive for many years, the area has been improved to serve as an access for anglers. Anglers are allowed to fish off the lock structure and from the bank immediately downstream of the lock. A paved boat ramp is also available. At spring flows, the dam is well underwater and provides the combination of structure and flow that fish such as striped bass seek out. Because of the deep water and fast turbulent flow, wading is not an option. The best striped bass fishing is near the dam, but boat anglers should use caution. Eddies and rips can pull a small boat into the turbulence and capsize it.
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The fishing: Beginning in early March, anglers catch white bass and crappies by fishing live minnows under bobbers. Fish congregate in the slack area created by the lock. A No. 1 Aberdeen hook, a BB split shot, a small bobber, and some minnows are all you need. Some anglers prefer to cast small lead-head jigs rigged with a plastic grub body and sweetened with a live minnow hooked through the head.

Creek mouths will also hold fish early in the year, especially white bass. Anchor the boat in the main river channel and cast into the mouth of a creek with a jig heavy enough to quickly reach bottom. Rig the jig with a 2-inch plastic grub. In April and May striped bass make their spawning migration up the Coosa River. The dam serves as a holding area for the stripers as they migrate upstream. Fish heavy buck-tail jigs or shallow diving plugs in the turbulent water immediately below the dam.

Some anglers fish with live shad on a heavy 3/0 hook 2 to 3 feet below a swivel. Above the swivel use a sliding egg weight of at least 1 ounce. When the fish takes the bait, the line will pass through the weight without allowing the fish to feel any resistance. Let the fish take some line before striking hard. Long, stout rods and heavy line are required to successfully hook and play fish in the strong current.

Summertime is prime for monster blue, flathead, and channel catfish. Fish using live or cut shad in the deep holes. Catch white bass on small jigs fished shallow on bars and sandy banks. Crappies can be difficult to find in the summer, but a few fish are always in the submerged treetops and willing to hit a live minnow.

DeLorme: Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 18 D4.

General information: All anglers must meet Georgia licensing requirements. Mayo’s Lock and Dam Park provides full-service campsites, and bait, tackle, and snacks are available at the general store. Lodging and food are available within 5 miles.

Nearest camping: A full-service campground with electricity and water hookups is within Mayo’s Lock and Dam Park.

Directions: From Rome, head south on U.S. Highway 27. Continue 3.4 miles south after the intersection of US 27 and U.S. Highway 411. At the stoplight turn right onto Walker Mountain Road (County Road 652). Travel west 3.4 miles and turn right on the Mayo’s Lock and Dam access road. Continue 0.4 mile to the river.

For more information: Contact the Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office in Calhoun or Mayo’s Lock and Dam Park.




3 Rocky Mountain Recreation and Public Fishing Area

Key species: Largemouth bass, bluegill, redear sunfish, channel catfish.

Overview: Operated by the Georgia Wildlife Resources Division, the Rocky Mountain Recreation and Public Fishing Area is part of Plant Rocky Mountain, an Oglethorpe Power Corporation pumped-storage hydropower development in northwest Georgia.

Best way to fish: Shore, boat.

Best time to fish: March through November.
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A universally accessible fishing pier is available at Rocky Mountain Recreation and Public Fishing Area.



Description: Although four lakes are on-site, two of them are operation pools closed to the public due to extreme water level fluctuations. The two open lakes serve as backup water storage for the generating system and do not fluctuate on a regular basis.

The two lakes open to the public, Heath and Antioch, are 202 and 357 acres respectively. A road causeway divides Antioch Lake into two subimpoundments (east and west), but a boat tunnel connects the two halves. Antioch Lake and Heath Lake both offer excellent fishing for largemouth bass, bluegill, redear sunfish, crap-pies, channel catfish, and bullheads.

The fishing: Largemouth bass and crappies are the first to move shallow in the spring to feed and search for a suitable place to spawn. Crappies spawn around wood, and any submerged timber is likely to hold fish. By late April the sunfish are spawning, with shellcracker a few weeks ahead of bluegill. Because the water is relatively shallow, spawning colonies are easily spotted on the north side of Antioch Lake.

Bass anglers should concentrate on fishing shallow shorelines. Try the shallow coves in Antioch Lake and the upper end of Heath Lake. Slowly twitching topwater baits such as Rapalas and Rattlin’ Rogues can be productive. On warmer days, do not overlook a buzzbait crawled slowly across the surface for drawing smashing strikes. With the arrival of early summer, bass will take up station on deep structure. Probing the depths with a deep-diving crankbait or Carolina-rigged soft plastic can produce the best fishing of the year.
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Many bass anglers overlook autumn, when fish are fattening up in anticipation of winter. A medium-diving crankbait is a good bet during this period because it closely imitates what the bass are feeding on, and it covers a lot of water. Winter will find bass deep and lethargic, though they will still strike if a bait is presented in front of their noses. Portions of the south side of Antioch Lake and the east side of Heath Lake drop off very quickly into deep water and are good places to bass fish in winter. Especially on Heath Lake, the edge of the standing timber can also produce fish. A jig-and-pig combo eased painfully slow along the bottom may produce a winter trophy.

Channel catfish can be caught nearly any time of year. Popular places for cat-fish include off the causeway crossing Antioch Lake and the fishing jetties near the boat ramps.

DeLorme: Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 18 B-4

General information: Rocky Mountain Recreation and Public Fishing Area is a multiuse facility. Along with fishing, there are opportunities for picnicking, hiking, camping, swimming, and hunting. Anglers are not required to possess a Wildlife Management Area stamp to fish at Rocky Mountain. A daily parking fee is charged. No horsepower restrictions are in effect on the lakes, but all boats must be operated at idle speed (no wake).

Basic supplies are available from two general stores within 6 miles of the area. Food and lodging are available about 18 miles away in Rome.

Nearest camping: A developed campground is present at the area. Full-service sites with electricity and water and primitive sites are available. The campground has a comfort station with flush toilets and hot showers. Camping is on a first-come, first-served basis; no reservations are taken. Camping is allowed only in designated areas.

Directions: From Rome, go north on U.S. Highway 27 for 10.4 miles. Turn left on Sike Storey Road (County Road 240) and go 0.4 mile. Turn left onto Big Texas Valley Road (County Road 235) and travel 5.4 miles to the entrance of the area on the left.

For more information: Contact the Area Manager’s Office at Rocky Mountain Recreation and Public Fishing Area.


Rocky Mountain at a Glance




	
	Antioch Lake (West Subimpoundment)
	Antioch Lake (East Subimpoundment)
	Heath Lake



	





	Area (acres)
	203
	154
	202



	Maximum depth (ft.)
	29
	48
	24



	Average depth (ft.)
	14
	16
	9



	% area <10 ft. deep
	44%
	34%
	57%



	% area <5 ft. deep
	22%
	19%
	33%



	Acres of flooded timber
	2
	3
	58










4 Lake Marvin

Key species: Largemouth bass, bluegill, redear sunfish.

Overview: Lake Marvin is owned and operated by the Northwest Georgia Girl Scout Council and is surrounded by Johns Mountain Wildlife Management Area and the Chattahoochee National Forest.

Best way to fish: Boat, shore.

Best time to fish: March through June.

Description: Lake Marvin is about 90 acres in size. The lake is part of a Girl Scout camp but is open to the public for fishing. Lake Marvin is locally known for fine bream fishing, but the bass fishing can also be good, especially in the early spring. Although Lake Marvin is small, it is picturesque with forested ridges.

The fishing: Redear, bluegill, and redbreast sunfish are all present and easily enticed with a small worm or cricket. Lake Marvin is also a good place to use a fly rod with sponge spiders or small popping bugs. Fly fishing is an excellent way to work a shoreline or bream bed.

Largemouth bass should not be overlooked. The upper end of the lake is shallow and warms quickly, making it a perfect place to try for a trophy-class fish early in the year. A lot of blowdowns are in the lake, and they always seem to produce bass for the persistent angler. Good baits to try are plastic worms and spinnerbaits. During the winter and summer months, when bass will be deeper, fish a Texas-rigged plastic worm or a deep-diving crankbait right on the bottom in deeper water.
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Crappies are also in Lake Marvin, but they tend to run small. Early in the spring they will concentrate around the blowdowns and other woody cover to spawn. Crappies are easily caught during this time on minnows or small jigs. For the remainder of the year, crappies suspend over deeper water, and trolling small jigs is the best method for catching them.

DeLorme: Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 13 G-6.

General information: The lake is open March through November from 7:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M.; a daily fee is charged to use the lake. A paved boat ramp is available, and outboard motors are restricted to 10 horsepower or less. Outdoor privies are present near the parking area.

Food, lodging, and supplies are available 12 miles away in Calhoun. Johns Creek (Site 5) is a mile away.

Nearest camping: The Forest Service operates the Pocket Campground, which was a CCC camp in the 1930s. The campground is 2 miles from Lake Marvin. It is open seasonally and contains 27 campsites with tent pads, picnic tables, and grills.

Parcels of the Chattahoochee National Forest are found in all directions from Lake Marvin. Primitive camping is allowed on any national forest land unless posted otherwise. There is no public camping at Lake Marvin itself.

Directions: From Interstate 75 in Calhoun, travel west on Highway 156 until reaching the crossroads of Rosedale (about 14.5 miles). Turn right onto Everett Springs Road (County Road 641) and continue 14.2 miles to Lake Marvin Road (County Road 210) on the right. Drive 1.2 miles and the access point will be on the right.

For more information: For fishing information, contact the Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office in Calhoun. For information on the Pocket Campground, contact the Forest Service Armuchee-Cohutta Ranger District.




5 Johns Creek (see map on page 79)

Key species: Rainbow trout, redeye bass.

Overview: Johns Creek flows through the Chattahoochee National Forest and Johns Mountain Wildlife Management Area before eventually joining the Oostanaula River.

Best way to fish: Wading, bank.

Best time to fish: April through October.

Description: In its upper reaches, Johns Creek is designated as secondary trout water and receives periodic stockings of catchable-size rainbow trout. Besides rainbows, Johns Creek also has a good population of redeye bass.

Access to the trout water portion of Johns Creek is good since the creek flows directly alongside the road running through the Johns Mountain Wildlife Management Area. The boundaries of the area are well marked. Although the very upper reaches of Johns Creek and its tributaries are on public land, these waters are very small and may dry up completely at times. Anglers would do better to concentrate their efforts on the public portions of the main stem downstream of the Pocket Campground. Beyond the portion of the creek running through public lands, there are several bridge crossings downstream of the management area where anglers can fish the creek from the county road right-of-way.


[image: chpt_fig_022.jpg]
Universally accessible fishing piers and in-stream structures are found on Johns Creek in Johns Creek Wildlife Management Area.



Since access to the creek is so good, the fishing pressure is heavy, especially early in the spring. However, an angler who is willing to get away from the parking areas will find that most of the pressure is directed toward a few roadside pools. Get away from these areas and you can fish virtually undisturbed, especially after the opening day rush subsides.

The fishing: Like most Georgia trout streams, Johns Creek is difficult going for the fly fisher. The creek is relatively narrow with overgrown banks, making back casting difficult. The best way to approach the creek is with ultralight spinning gear.

Trout anglers preferring natural bait will find that worms, a few kernels of canned corn, or commercially prepared trout bait is an enticing offering to the hatchery-reared trout living in Johns Creek. Several deep pools lend themselves well to this method of still-fishing. Other anglers prefer to fish artificials. Small spinners are a good bet. Fish the spinners through the deep pools and other likely places. Within a few days of being stocked, most of the trout will have migrated away from the stocking sites. Anglers should wade the creek away from the heavily used access points in search of these less pressured fish.

Redeye bass are regularly caught using the same methods used for trout. Redeyes are aggressive feeders and will strike nearly any small plug or spinner. Redeyes will also strike explosively at small topwater lures. Slowly twitching a small popper through a still pool will test an angler’s nerves waiting for the strike of a small but feisty redeye bass.

Besides trout and redeye bass, you are likely to encounter bluegill, redbreast sunfish, and other small panfish. The same methods used for trout will likely produce some sunfish also.

DeLorme: Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 13 G-6.

General information: Due to its designation as a seasonal trout stream, Johns Creek is open to fishing from the last Saturday in March through October 31, and night fishing is prohibited. Anglers must meet Georgia licensing requirements and have a valid Georgia trout stamp to fish the trout water portion of Johns Creek.

Food and lodging are available in Calhoun (20 miles), LaFayette (21 miles), or Rome (24 miles).

Nearest camping: The Forest Service operates the Pocket Campground, which was a CCC camp in the 1930s. Johns Creek runs through the campground, but no fishing is allowed at the campground itself. The campground is 1 mile away from the fishable portion of the creek. It is open seasonally and contains 27 campsites with tent pads, picnic tables, and grills. Drinking water and flush toilets are available.

Also, since this site is on national forest land, primitive camping is allowed anywhere unless posted otherwise.

Directions: From Interstate 75 in Calhoun, travel west on Highway 156 until reaching the crossroads of Rosedale (about 14.5 miles). Turn right onto Everett Springs Road (County Road 641) and continue about 10 miles to the Johns Mountain Wildlife Management Area.

For more information: For fishing information, contact the Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office in Calhoun. For information on the Pocket Campground, contact the Forest Service Armuchee-Cohutta Ranger District.




6 Stamp Creek

Key species: Rainbow trout, redeye bass.

Overview: Stamp Creek is a stocked trout stream in Pine Log Wildlife Management Area. Stamp Creek is unusual in two regards: It is a walk-in put-and-take trout stream, and it is open enough for fly fishing.

Best way to fish: Bank, wading.

Best time to fish: March through October.

Description: Most of the designated trout water portion of Stamp Creek flows through the 14,913-acre Pine Log Wildlife Management Area. After leaving the management area, Stamp Creek eventually flows into Allatoona Lake (Site 7).

Stamp Creek is periodically stocked with catchable-size rainbow trout. Redeye bass and various sunfish species are also present. A dirt road runs close to the stream in the management area. However, a gate limits the road to nonvehicular traffic for most of the year.


[image: chpt_fig_023.jpg]
Stamp Creek is a walk-in, put-and-take stocked trout stream, and the open canopy allows for some fly fishing.



The fishing: Stamp Creek more closely resembles a lowland stream moseying its way along than a rushing mountain trout stream. Though there is no trout reproduction, periodic stocking maintains numbers of catchable fish.

Good places to try are by the check station along the county road, and the section of the stream that parallels Grassy Hollow Road above its intersection with Pine Log Gap Road in the WMA. The pool at the county road does not require any walking and therefore receives the most fishing pressure. To reach the more secluded portions of the stream, walk in on Grassy Hollow Road.

Most of the trout in the creek are not long out of the hatchery and are aggressive feeders. Small spinners, tiny plugs, worms, crickets, and corn will all produce fish on light spinning gear. Fly fishers will find that unlike many Georgia trout streams, Stamp Creek is open enough for them to practice their art. Fly selection is not critical. Anything that resembles something good to eat is likely to draw strikes. Redeye bass and various sunfish species are common in the creek and will strike the same lures used for trout.

DeLorme: Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 19 CIO.

General information: Stamp Creek is a year-round trout stream and thus is open to fishing every day of the year. In addition, night fishing is allowed on this stream. Anglers must meet Georgia licensing requirements and have a valid Georgia trout stamp to fish the trout water portion of Stamp Creek.

Lodging, food, and supplies are 10 miles away in Cartersville.
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Nearest camping: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Upper Stamp Creek Campground on Allatoona Lake is about 7 miles away. The campground has sites with electricity and water, a swimming area, and a launch ramp.

Directions: From Interstate 75 exit 293 at Cartersville, take U.S. Highway 411 2.8 miles north to Stamp Creek Road (County Road 634) on the right. Travel 3.5 miles to the check station on the left.

For more information: Contact the Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office in Calhoun. For information on the Upper Stamp Creek Campground, contact the Allatoona Lake Resource Manager’s Office.




7 Allatoona Lake

Key species: Spotted bass, striped bass, hybrid striped bass, crappie.

Overview: Located only 30 miles from metro Atlanta, Allatoona Lake is one of the most frequently visited U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) lakes in the United States. More than 13 million visitors each year enjoy the angling, camping, and other outdoor opportunities provided by the lake.


[image: chpt_fig_025.jpg]
Winter drawdown reveals the piles of brush and tires that have been placed as fish attractors on Allatoona Lake.



Best way to fish: Boat, shore.

Best time to fish: February through December.

Description: Allatoona Lake is a 12,010-acre impoundment on the Etowah River. The dam impounds runoff from about 1,100 square miles to alleviate flooding in the lower Etowah Valley and to reduce flood heights at Rome, Georgia. Because a large drainage area feeds a comparatively small reservoir, the lake level can undergo severe fluctuations. Daily increases of 3 to 4 feet are possible following heavy rains. Each fall the lake is drawn down about 17 feet to provide extra flood storage capacity. Allatoona Lake is a multipurpose project providing hydropower, flood control, and recreation.

Preliminary site work began in 1941, but the project was put on hold with the outbreak of World War II. In 1950 the dam was completed. At the time of construction, it was common practice to completely clear the lake basin. The result is a lake with very few stumps or other offshore cover. To rectify this situation, the USACE and the State of Georgia, working with local angler groups, have constructed and placed numerous fish attractors throughout the lake. Successful anglers key on this offshore cover and on depth breaks and other structural changes that attract fish.

Its proximity to metro Atlanta makes Allatoona Lake a very busy place during the warmer months as pleasure boaters and personal watercraft descend on the lake
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in force. During these months most Allatoona anglers seek out other less crowded waters or restrict their fishing to very early in the morning or even at night.

The fishing: Allatoona Lake goes by the unflattering nickname of “The Dead Sea” with many Georgia anglers. Fish population surveys show that the moniker is not really deserved, but Allatoona is definitely a challenging arena for consistently catching fish. The lack of cover, heavy use, and water level fluctuations make Allatoona Lake a tough nut to crack.

Successful anglers at Allatoona Lake have learned to key on structural breaks to find fish. Points, creek channels, and humps are the types of places to seek out. Most of Allatoona’s black bass are spotted bass, but largemouths are also present in good numbers. Generally, largemouths are found in the more shallow, turbid head-waters of the lake, and the spotted bass fishing is better in the deeper waters of the lower end. Any of the popular bass lures can work at times, but the nature of the lake lends itself to fishing deep-diving crankbaits or bumping soft plastics or jigs along the bottom.

Stripers and hybrid striped bass are also popular with Allatoona anglers. These open-water fish are constantly on the move in search of forage, but use humps and other structure as feeding locations during their travels. Trolling is a good method of catching these bass. Another exciting way to catch them is to watch for surface feeding activity early and late in the day during the warmer months.

In the winter months, anglers out for crappie troll offshore structure or fish small minnows or jigs around marina breakwaters. In the summer, fishing at night with floating lights around bridges is popular. The lights attract minnows and other small bait, and predators soon follow.

DeLorme: Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer: Pages 19 and 20.

General information: Access to Allatoona Lake is excellent for both shoreline and boat anglers. Allatoona has more than 35 access points, most of which have boat ramps. More than 10 public campgrounds are found on the shores of the lake, and there are also several privately owned marinas with launch facilities and sometimes lodging. Some public areas on the lake charge a day-use fee, so be sure to check area rules and regulations. Angling at Allatoona Lake is managed under standard Georgia creel and length limits.

Food, lodging, and supplies are available around the lake in Acworth, Canton, and Cartersville.

Nearest camping: Many fine facilities are found all around the lake. The USACE alone maintains 11 campgrounds with a total of more than 700 campsites. In addition, some state and county recreation areas also offer camping. Camping in non-designated areas is prohibited.

Directions: Allatoona Lake is about 30 miles north of Atlanta in Bartow, Cherokee, and Cobb Counties and is reachable from Interstate 75 (exits 277 to 290) or Interstate 575 (exits 7 to 16).

For more information: Contact the Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office in Calhoun. Information about the lake and USACE facilities is available from the Allatoona Lake Resource Manager’s Office. Fish attractor maps are available on the Web at www.gofishgeorgia.com.




8 Carters Lake

Key species: Spotted bass, striped bass, walleye.

Overview: With absolutely no private development along its shoreline, Carters Lake is one of the most scenic reservoirs in Georgia. The lake is challenging to fish, but the rewards come in magnum spotted bass and undisturbed vistas.

Best way to fish: Boat.

Best time to fish: February through November.

Description: Construction of Carters Lake, a 3,220-acre U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) pumped-storage hydropower and flood control reservoir, was initiated in 1962 and completed in 1977. Although the dam is only 2,053 feet long, it towers to a height of 445 feet above its foundation. The height of the dam makes Carters Lake one of the deepest lakes east of the Mississippi River. Depths of more than 400 feet are present.

Carters Lake impounds the Coosawattee River. Before impoundment, the stretch of river was noted for its remoteness and fantastic white-water rapids. According to Georgia lore, the James Dickey novel Deliverance was inspired by a weekend canoe trip Dickey took on the Coosawattee before impoundment.

The Carters Lake hydropower system is really two lakes. Water is released from the much larger main reservoir into the shallow reregulation pool at times of peak electricity demand. At times of low demand, the turbines are reversed and the water is pumped back up to the main lake. Carters Lake, therefore, is in a constant state of flux; the pump-back operations can cause weekly water level fluctuations of up to 4 feet. The effects of power generation are much more severe in the reregulation pool. The water level can vary as much as 10 feet in a six-hour period and as much as 22 feet weekly. Because of the severe water level fluctuations, recreation on the reregulation pool is limited.

The fishing: Carters Lake has undergone some dramatic changes in its relatively short life. With the illegal introduction of shad, the bluegill fishery declined dramatically. In the years following their introduction, the shad population boomed and the spotted bass took advantage of the abundant prey. After a few years, the fish population reached equilibrium; catching a big spotted bass is now a notable event, not a weekly occurrence.

Carters Lake is still a fine fishery, and spotted bass reign supreme. Catching spots in the lake requires some patience and a subtle approach. Finessing small plastic baits through deepwater structure is the norm. Since the lake is relatively clear and the favorite lures are small, lighter tackle is required to consistently fool spots. Favorite places to bass fish are points or other offshore structure, especially if they are sweetened by stumps or brush piles. Deep-diving crankbaits and jigging spoons are also used to comb the bottom in search of fish.


[image: chpt_fig_027.jpg]
Visitors can enjoy this view from the top of Carters Dam looking down on the reregulation pool.



Carters Lake is one of the few lakes in Georgia with a good walleye population, though they are overlooked by most anglers and most walleyes are incidental catches. Trolling or casting crankbaits and small jigs over points and deep bars will produce fish.

Striped bass and hybrid striped bass are stocked into Carters Lake to help minimize the abundant shad population. Anglers catch stripers on both live and artificial baits trolled or cast over humps and other offshore structure. The key to finding stripers is to find shad.

The trick to Carters Lake is to think deep. It is common to be sitting over 50 feet of water, and a cast away from 5 feet of water. Once you find where the fish are holding, maximize the time your bait is at that depth by fishing parallel with the depth break.

To help anglers connect with the fish, the USACE, working with State of Georgia biologists and angler groups, has constructed numerous fish habitat sites throughout the lake.

DeLorme: Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 13 F10.

General information: The USACE maintains four paved boat ramps and a campground on the main lake. A privately owned marina is also present. Access to the
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reregulation pool is limited to a primitive boat ramp. Bank access is excellent immediately below the reregulation dam on the Coosawattee River. Day-use fees are required at some USACE facilities. Be sure to check area rules and regulations. Angling at Carters Lake is managed under standard Georgia creel and length limits.

Lodging, food, and supplies are about 15 miles away in Chatsworth or Ellijay.

Nearest camping: The USACE maintains several full-service campgrounds on the lake. Primitive, boat-in, and group camping sites are also available.

Directions: Carters Lake can be reached from Highways 136 and 382 on the south and east sides or U.S. Highway 76 on the north side.

For more information: Contact the Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office in Calhoun. For lake and facility information, contact the Carters Lake Resource Manager’s Office. Fish attractor maps are available online at www.gofishgeorgia.com.




9 Holly Creek

Key species: Rainbow trout.

Overview: Flowing through the Cohutta Wildlife Management Area, this creek provides a good mix of easy-access fishing for stocked rainbow trout and the chance at wild trout in its more remote upper reaches.

Best way to fish: Wading.

Best time to fish: April through October.

Description: Holly Creek is one of the better trout streams in northwest Georgia. A combination of good public access and heavy stocking on the lower end makes that section a favorite with families and those interested in a relaxing trout fishing trip. Farther upstream, as the creek veers away from the road, Holly Creek and its tributaries provide some challenging angling for wild rainbow trout. Typical of most Georgia mountain streams, Holly Creek is a small to medium stream and is better suited to ultralight spinning tackle than fly-fishing gear.

The fishing: Most of the fishing pressure on Holly Creek takes place at the popular roadside holes along Forest Road 18. Along with rainbow trout, anglers can expect to find redeye bass and other sunfish species. During the trout season, Holly Creek receives periodic stockings of catchable rainbow trout. These fish are fresh out of the hatchery and will fall for small spinners, flies, corn, marshmallows, worms, and virtually anything else that appears edible. The most aggressive fish are caught first, and the survivors are those who display a little more wariness in their approach to feeding. To catch these fish, a natural-looking presentation of a small spinner is a good method.

Even on the stretch of stream that runs alongside the road, getting away from the most obvious access points is worth the trouble. Shortly after being stocked,
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Holly Creek is one of the best trout streams in northwest Georgia.
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the fish will begin to disperse. Hitting less pressured holding areas can be very productive.

For more of an angling challenge, fish the upper reaches of Holly Creek or its tributary Emery Creek. A hiking trail leads from FR 18 to the confluence of Holly and Emery Creeks, and then follows the path of Emery Creek upstream before connecting with Forest Road 68. Shortly upstream of the confluence, Holly Creek flows through a steep valley. As one might expect, the difficulty of traveling the stream past this point eliminates much of the fishing pressure and rewards the hardworking angler with virtually untapped waters.

DeLorme: Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 13 D10.

General information: Holly Creek does not flow entirely through public lands; there are some private inholdings in this area of the Chattahoochee National Forest. Consult a Chattahoochee National Forest map to find out which stretches of the stream are on private land, and respect the landowner’s wishes regarding angler access. Holly Creek is designated as year-round trout water, so fishing can take place all year and any time of day. All anglers must meet Georgia licensing requirements, and a valid Georgia trout stamp is required to fish for any species in the designated trout water portion of the Holly Creek watershed.

Food, lodging, and supplies are 12 miles away in Chatsworth.

Nearest camping: Primitive camping is allowed around Holly Creek. The nearest developed campground is the Forest Service’s Lake Conasauga Campground about 11 miles away.

Directions: From the Chatsworth town square, travel 3.8 miles north on U.S. Highway 411 to the traffic light in Eton. Turn right at the light onto Fourth Avenue. Outside Eton, this road is named CCC Camp Road (County Road 299/FR 18). The paved road eventually gives way to gravel. About 6.5 miles from the turn at US 411, Holly Creek will appear on the left.

For more information: Contact the Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office in Calhoun. For information about nearby outdoor recreation opportunities and national forest rules and regulations, contact the Forest Service Armuchee-Cohutta Ranger District.




10 Mountaintown Creek (see map on page 94)

Key species: Rainbow trout, brown trout.

Overview: Mountaintown Creek starts its journey near the boundary of the Cohutta Wilderness Area and eventually joins the Coosawattee River. The upper reach of the stream flows through the Cohutta Wildlife Management Area before reaching private land. Depending on the portion of stream you choose to fish, both stocked or native brown and rainbow trout are possible.

Best way to fish: Wading.

Best time to fish: March through November.

Description: Although Mountaintown Creek is designated trout water for its entire length, the upper portion of the stream in the Cohutta Wildlife Management Area offers the most unrestricted public access. A good breaking point when discussing the stream is Mountaintown Creek Watershed Structure #2 (Hills Lake). A short stretch of the stream below the privately held lands around the lake is on public land and is popular with anglers. Although this stretch of stream is productive, identifying which portions are public and private can be difficult. Difficult wading conditions and heavily foliaged banks make fishing anything but the most popular pools difficult.

Upstream of Hills Lake, the stream flows through a solid block of the Chattahoochee National Forest. This portion is more open and better suited to fly fishing. Though access to this stretch requires some hiking, the rewards come in uncrowded fishing for stream-spawned trout. Wild rainbows up to 12 inches are possible, and the few browns caught will generally run less than 9 inches.

The upper portions of Mountaintown Creek have benefitted from stream structures constructed and placed by the Georgia Wildlife Resources Division working with Trout Unlimited. These structures have transformed some shallow broad stretches of stream to good holding water.

The fishing: On the lower reaches of the stream, where stocking occurs, the usual trout-fishing assortment of natural baits and small spinners fished on ultralight spinning tackle will catch fish. When angling for native trout, a little more care is required to catch the wary stream-raised fish, especially the persnickety brown trout.

Traditional match-the-hatch fly fishing is not the way to go on Mountaintown Creek. Hatches of a significant nature are rare, so the best route is to base fly selection on generalizations instead of trying to exactly match a hatch that may never come. Attractor patterns like the Royal Wulff and Humpy present a general “buggy” look and are always good choices.

If ultralight spinning gear is your tool of choice, small spinners are one of the most effective lures. Experiment with different sizes and colors of spinners to find what is most productive on any given day. Many anglers prefer dark color schemes, but sometimes the most unlikely choice will turn out to be the most productive lure of the day.

Most of the trout caught will be rainbows, but browns are also present in lower numbers. The brown trout tend to be more wary and are a challenge to catch. Do not overlook small feeder streams and tiny brooks as choice locations. These hard-to-fish trickles of water can sometimes produce surprisingly large results.

DeLorme: Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 14 Cl.

General information: The Mountaintown Creek watershed is designated as year-round trout water. However, some special regulations are in effect on part of the stream. Anglers fishing Mountaintown Creek and its tributaries upstream of Hills Lake are restricted to artificial lures only. Downstream of Hills Lake, standard Georgia trout fishing regulations are in effect. Since Mountaintown Creek is designated trout water, a valid Georgia fishing license and trout stamp are required to fish the stream, no matter the species being pursued. Consult the Georgia Sport Fishing Regulations pamphlet for more information on trout-fishing regulations in the Mountaintown Creek watershed.

Since portions of Mountaintown Creek are on private property, take extra care to respect landowner rights. Reaching the portions of the creek above Hills Lake requires foot travel either starting on the lower portions of the stream near the lake and hiking up, or starting near the boundary of the Cohutta Wilderness Area and hiking down into the headwaters of the stream. Either way, access to this portion of the stream requires some hard work. Good maps of the area will help determine land ownership and the best routes to reach public stretches of the stream.

Food, lodging, and supplies are about 15 miles away in Ellijay and Chatsworth.

Nearest camping: Primitive camping is allowed on public land around Mountain-town Creek. The nearest developed campgrounds are 11 miles away at Fort Mountain State Park and 15 miles away at the Forest Service’s Lake Conasauga Campground.

Directions: To reach the lower section of Mountaintown Creek near Hills Lake, travel west from Ellijay on Highway 52 for about 19 miles. Turn right onto Conasauga Creek Road (Forest Road 18) for 1.5 miles. This road is paved but soon changes to gravel. Take a right onto Stillhouse Branch Road (County Road 25). After 2 miles you will reach this road’s intersection with Forest Road 90. Bear to the right onto FR 90 and go 0.75 mile to the stream. The dirt road on the left (Forest Road 241) just before reaching the stream will take you to the primitive camping areas near the stream.

To hike in from upstream, follow the directions above except continue straight on FR 18 past Stillhouse Branch Road (CR 25). At the intersection of Forest Roads 18, 68, and 64 on top of Potatopatch Mountain, bear right onto FR 64. Hiking in off FR 64 will access the upper reaches of the Mountaintown Creek watershed.

For more information: Contact the Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office in Calhoun. For more information about other outdoor recreation opportunities and national forest rules and regulations, contact the Forest Service Armuchee-Cohutta Ranger District. Information on camping at Fort Mountain State Park is available from the Park Superintendent’s Office.




11 Lake Conasauga

Key species: Largemouth bass, bluegill.

Overview: Situated on Chattahoochee National Forest lands near the summit of Grassy Mountain just west of the Cohutta Wilderness Area, Lake Conasauga is the highest lake in Georgia at 3,150 feet above sea level.



[image: chpt_fig_031.jpg]
Lake Conasauga is the highest lake in Georgia.



Best way to fish: Boat, shore.

Best time to fish: April through October.

Description: At 19 acres, Lake Conasauga is the largest Forest Service lake in northwest Georgia. The Civilian Conservation Corps built the lake during the Great Depression, and it was opened to the public in the 1940s. Lake Conasauga is more than 3,000 feet above sea level, which makes it the highest lake in Georgia. With depths down to 30 feet, Lake Conasauga is also deeper than a typical small lake.

Reaching Lake Conasauga requires traveling rough mountain dirt roads, but the lake is worth the journey. The campground and recreation area serve as an excellent base camp for hiking and fishing in the Cohutta Wilderness Area or other surrounding trout streams on Forest Service land.

The fishing: Despite a shorter growing season at the high elevation, an infertile watershed on top of an undeveloped mountain, and a popular campground on the lake, largemouth bass manage to grow to trophy size in Lake Conasauga. In fact, Lake Conasauga has given up largemouth bass in the 10-pound range.

Lake Conasauga contains a fair amount of woody cover. Some small weed beds are also present. Concentrate on finding deep stumps and other hidden cover for the best bass fishing. Most casual anglers will miss the hidden cover, and it should hold the greatest concentration of fish.

Bluegill and shellcracker provide the most consistent fishing through the year. Beginning in late spring and continuing through the summer, search for a collection of bream beds in shallow water. A small popping bug or sponge spider fished on a light fly outfit is the most sporting way to partake of this hot action. If you prefer live bait, a red wiggler hooked lightly once or twice through the middle with both ends left to writhe seductively is hard for any self-respecting sunfish to pass up. Crickets are also a good choice.
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DeLorme: Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 13 CIO.

General information: Lake Conasauga is perfect for a family trip. Picnic tables and shelters are available. The area also includes a swimming beach and hiking trails. A gravel launch ramp is present, and all boats are limited to electric motors only. A day-use fee is required for the area, so be sure to check rules and regulations upon arrival.

During the season, the gates open at 7:00 A.M. and close at 10:00 P.M. The lake is open to fishing all year, but during the closed season anglers must get to it on foot.

If you are planning a trip to Lake Conasauga, call ahead to check the status of fishing in the lake and whether or not the area is open. Besides being open only seasonally, severe weather can block the roads to the area with downed trees or ice. All anglers must meet Georgia licensing requirements. Fishing is allowed year-round and at night.

Food, lodging, and supplies are 17 miles away in Chatsworth.

Nearest camping: A 35-site campground with restrooms and drinking water is on the shores of the lake. Each campsite is equipped with a tent pad and picnic table. Drinking water and flush toilets are available. Lake Conasauga Campground is open mid-April through late-October.

Directions: To reach Lake Conasauga, travel 6.9 miles north on U.S. Highway 411 from the town square in Chatsworth. Turn right onto Grassy Street in the village of Crandall. Stay on Grassy Street until it crosses the railroad tracks and ends at an intersection. Turn right and then turn left onto Forest Road 630 at the next intersection. FR 630 starts as a paved road but soon changes to gravel. Continue about 7 miles and then turn right on West Cowpen Road (Forest Road 17). Stay on West Cowpen Road until it intersects Forest Road 68. Turn right onto FR 68 and follow the signs to Lake Conasauga.

For more information: Contact the USDA Forest Service Armuchee-Cohutta Ranger District.




12 Mill Creek (see map on page 99)

Key species: Rainbow trout.

Overview: A fairly small stocked trout stream almost entirely within the bounds of the Chattahoochee National Forest. Access is easy since the creek is paralleled for most of its length by a Forest Service road.

Best way to fish: Wading.

Best time to fish: March through October.

Description: The very upper reaches of Mill Creek are impounded to form Lake Conasauga (see Site 11). Downstream from the lake, the creek runs down Grassy Mountain before losing its trout water designation and running into the Conasauga River west of Chatsworth. The trout water portion of Mill Creek receives periodic stockings of catchable rainbow trout. Although a Forest Service road parallels the creek for most of its length, the drop from the road down to the creek is a steep one, which limits the number of places the stocking truck can reach. Most fishing pressure is directed at these obvious access points.

The fishing: Mill Creek has the look of a good trout stream but actually is somewhat marginal habitat. Redeye bass are common and will make up a good portion of your catch.

Although it is a small stream, Mill Creek is open enough in many places to allow fly casting. Reaching the stream from the road can be a little challenging because of the steep banks. Wading up or down from the few easy access points will escape most other anglers and get you to less-pressured water.

For stocker trout, corn, marshmallows, or store-bought trout candy will all produce strikes. Trout that have been in the creek for a time and regained their wariness will more likely be fooled by worms, crickets, wet or dry flies, or small spinners. Small spinners are probably the best all-around choice since they will draw aggressive strikes from both trout and redeye bass and can be effectively fished in nearly any type of water.

DeLorme: Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 13 CIO.

General information: Mill Creek is designated as year-round trout water; fishing can take place all year and any time of day. A valid Georgia trout stamp and fishing license are required to fish for any species in the designated trout water portion of the Mill Creek watershed.

Food, lodging, and supplies are about 13 miles away in Chatsworth.

Nearest camping: Primitive camping is allowed around Mill Creek. One popular location is near the Hickory Gap section of the stream. The nearest developed camping is at Lake Conasauga Campground.

Directions: To reach Mill Creek, travel 6.9 miles north on U.S. Highway 411 from the town square in Chatsworth. Turn right onto Grassy Street in the village of Crandall. Stay on Grassy Street until it crosses the railroad tracks and ends in an intersection. Turn right and then turn left onto Forest Road 630 at the next intersection. FR 630 starts as a paved road but soon changes to gravel. Shortly after the road changes to gravel the creek will start to periodically appear along the right-hand side of the road.

For more information: Contact the Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office in Calhoun. For more information about Lake Conasauga Campground and national forest rules and regulations, contact the Forest Service Armuchee-Cohutta Ranger District.




13 Conasauga River

Key species: Rainbow trout, brown trout, brook trout.

Overview: Considered by some authorities to be one of the top 100 trout streams in the nation, the pristine 15-mile stretch of the Conasauga River is within the Cohutta Wilderness Area.

Best way to fish: Wading.

Best time to fish: April through November.

Description: The core of the Conasauga River trout fishery is found on the 37,000 acres of the Cohutta Wilderness Area. Travel in this block of rugged mountain country is restricted to nonmechanical methods of transportation, which in practice means on foot, or in a few designated areas, on horseback. The Forest Service manages the lands of the Cohutta Wilderness Area as a special part of the Chattahoochee National Forest.
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Stream-reared rainbow trout have distinct markings and a pinkish red stripe.



Rising near the southern boundary of the wilderness area, the Conasauga River flows northwest into Alaculsy Valley. Along the way, many small tributaries enter the stream, giving it enough flow and width to be considered a small river by the time it leaves the wilderness boundary. Although the designated trout water portion of the river extends beyond the wilderness area, it is marginal trout fishing at best.

Since reaching the river is no small feat, fishing pressure is light. Stream-spawned rainbow trout are plentiful. Some brown trout are also present, and what they lack in numbers they make up for in size. At the highest elevations in the tributaries and main stem itself, even brook trout are a possibility. Since no stocking has occurred in the river in many years, all trout are stream-spawned fish. Although rainbows up to 20 inches and browns weighing more than 5 pounds are possible, most fish caught will be in the 10-inch range.

Because the Conasauga River flows through a valley that has laid undisturbed for many years now, the stream remains clear even during high water. The complete lack of fields, roads, and other human development in the stream’s upper basin has allowed the waterway to retain its pristine state. In addition, the restrictions that come with the wilderness designation have limited the recreational use the area would otherwise receive. From the spring through fall, the area is popular with the more hardy variety of hikers and backpackers, but very few of them will be seriously fishing. The Cohutta Wilderness Area is one of the few high-quality trout
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fisheries in Georgia where you can have a reasonable expectation of enjoying your trip in complete solitude.

The Cohutta Mountains are rugged country, and some trails can be exhausting to even the most conditioned trekker. Wading the river usually means navigating slick rocks in a sometimes strong current. Trips should be carefully planned and researched beforehand. File a trip plan with a trusted individual to let someone know exactly where you plan to be and when.

The trails vary in difficulty. Some follow old road grades and are relatively easy going, but others are rough with long, straight climbs. The Conasauga River Trail follows the river for most of its length and is sure to be part of any trip to the Conasauga. The Tearbritches and Chestnut Lead Trails access the midway portions of the river. Both trails are steep, with Tearbritches especially so. The trail is so demanding it is best used as an access trail into the valley, with the uphill climb out of the valley taking place on another less demanding trail. Farther downstream, the Hickory Creek Trail gives access to the lower sections of the river in the wilderness area.

Although the water may look crystal clear and safe to drink, do not be tempted. Giardiasis, a disease caused by a parasite often present in beavers and deer, is known to occur in the area and can be present no matter how clean the water looks. Boil or purify any water before drinking it.

The fishing: Catching fish in the Conasauga River requires no small degree of stealth and skill. The fish are extremely wary, and the first heavy footfall will send them darting for cover. A pool filled with several visible trout does much to pique the angler’s interest, but unfortunately if you can see them, they can see you. Camouflage clothing and using all available cover to break up your outline and hide movement is the best way to overcome these tough conditions.

Except the extreme headwaters, the Conasauga River is open enough for fly fishing. Anglers serious about having all the bases covered might want to carry a fly outfit and a short ultralight spinning outfit, but keep in mind that even the lightest rod and reel can turn surprisingly heavy well before reaching the trail’s end. Travel as light as possible; leave all the superficial gadgets and gizmos at home.

Rainbows will make up most of the catch, but each pool seemingly holds at least one good brown trout. Finding brook trout means bushwhacking to the very upper reaches of the stream and small tributaries. Look for tiny brooks that have barrier falls preventing the upstream migration of rainbow and brown trout. On the lower sections of the river, redeye bass start to mix with trout. Good trout fishing can still be had, but redeyes make up a fair portion of the catch.

Fly selection should be general attractor patterns since big hatches are rare. A Black Ant or light-colored Elk Hair Caddis in size 16 or smaller would be a good starting point. If spinning gear is preferred, a very small Panther Martin with a gold blade is a local favorite. When nothing else seems to work, a live cricket or worm will sometimes produce results (see below for seasonal natural bait restrictions).

DeLorme: Georgia Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 14 C1.

General information: The Conasauga River is designated as year-round trout water. All anglers must meet Georgia licensing requirements and possess a valid Georgia trout stamp. Several special regulations apply to the Conasauga River and its tributaries (except the Jacks River; see Site 14). Fishing is allowed 30 minutes before sunrise to 30 minutes after sunset; night fishing is not allowed. Any type of bait, natural or artificial, may be used during the designated trout season. During the months trout season is closed, fishing is still allowed on the stream but no natural bait is permitted; only artificials may be used. Trout may be harvested following standard Georgia creel limits. Consult the Georgia Sport Fishing Regulations pamphlet for more information on the Conasauga River and trout-fishing rules and regulations.

Some recreation areas in the Chattahoochee National Forest charge a day-use fee. Be sure to check information boards for rules and regulations on arrival.

Food, lodging, and supplies are 17 miles away in Chatsworth.

Nearest camping: Primitive camping is allowed throughout the Cohutta Wilderness Area. The nearest developed camping is on the western boundary of the wilderness area at the Forest Service’s Lake Conasauga Campground.

Directions: To reach the western trailheads, travel 6.9 miles north on U.S. Highway 411 from the town square in Chatsworth. Turn right onto Grassy Street in the village of Crandall. Stay on Grassy Street until it crosses the railroad tracks and ends in an intersection. Turn right and then turn left onto Forest Road 630 at the next intersection. FR 630 starts as a paved road but soon changes to gravel. The road will intersect with Forest Road 17 after about 7 miles. Several trailheads are accessible from FR 17.

To reach the southern trailheads, from the Chatsworth town square travel north 3.8 miles on US 411 to the traffic light in Eton. Turn right at the light onto Fourth Avenue. Outside Eton, this road is named CCC Camp Road (County Road 299/Forest Road 18). The paved road eventually gives way to gravel. About 10.4 miles from the turn at US 411, Forest Road 68 will appear on the left. Turn left on FR 68 and follow it 7 miles to where it intersects with Forest Road 64. Several trail-heads are accessible from FR 68 and FR 64.

For more information: Contact the Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office in Calhoun. For information about the Lake Conasauga Campground and Cohutta Wilderness Area rules and regulations, contact the Forest Service Armuchee-Cohutta Ranger District.




14 Jacks River (see map on page 103)

Key species: Rainbow trout, brown trout, brook trout.

Overview: The Jacks River is a major headwater tributary to the Conasauga River. The two rivers parallel each other through the Cohutta Wilderness Area and offer excellent angling for wild rainbow, brown, and brook trout.

Best way to fish: Wading.

Best time to fish: April through October.

Description: From its headwaters until it joins the Conasauga River near the Georgia-Tennessee border, the Jacks River flows almost entirely through the public lands of the Chattahoochee National Forest and the Cohutta Wilderness Area. One block of private inholdings is near where the South Fork and West Fork join to form the main stem of the Jacks River. With that exception, the river is entirely on public land.

The Jacks River and its valley are very much like the Conasauga River (see Site 13). Although the Jacks River is a tributary


















15 Lower Toccoa River-Blue Ridge Dam to State Line
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16 Blue Ridge Lake
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17 Upper Toccoa River
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18 Noontootla Creek
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19 Rock Creek (Fannin County) (see map on page us)



























Information and Resources



Northwest Georgia

Allatoona Lake

Resource Manager’s Office

P.O. Box 487

Cartersville, GA 30120-0487

(678) 721-6700

http://allatoona.sam.usace.army.mil

Armuchee-Cohutta Ranger District

Chattahoochee National Forest

3941 Highway 76

Chatsworth, GA 30705

(706) 695-6736

www.fs.fed.us/conf

Arrowhead Campground

(800) 631-8956

Atlanta West Campground

(770)941-7185

Carters Lake

Resource Manager’s Office

P.O. Box 96

Oakman, GA 30732-0096

(706) 334-2248

(706) 334-2906 (lake levels and generating schedules)

http://carters.sam.usace.army.mil/

Fort Mountain State Park Superintendent’s Office

181 Fort Mountain Park Road

Chatsworth, GA 30705

(706) 695-2621

www.gastateparks.org

Mayo’s Lock and Dam Park

181 Lock and Dam Road

Rome, GA 30161

(706) 234-5001

Rocky Mountain Recreation and Public Fishing Area

(706) 802-5087

www.gofishgeorgia.com

Sweetwater Creek State Conservation Park

P.O. Box 816

Lithia Springs, GA 30122

(770) 732-5871

www.gastateparks.org

Tennessee Valley Authority Hiwassee Watershed Team

221 Old Ranger Road

Murphy, NC 28906

(828) 837-7395

(800) 238-2264 (lake levels and generation schedules)

www.lakeinfo.tva.gov

Toccoa Ranger District Chattahoochee National Forest

6050 Appalachian Highway

Blue Ridge, GA 30513

(706) 632-3031

www.fs.fed.us/conf

Toccoa Valley Campground

(706) 838-4317

Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office

P.O. Box 519

Calhoun, GA 30703-0519

(706)624-1161

www.gofishgeorgia.com

Northeast Georgia

Brasstown Ranger District Chattahoochee National Forest

P.O. Box 9

Blairsville, GA 30514

(706) 745-6928

www.fs.fed.us/conf

Chattooga Ranger District Chattahoochee National Forest

200 Highway 197 N

P.O. Box 1960 Clarkesville, GA 30523

(706) 754-6221

www.fs.fed.us/conf

Georgia Mountain Fair Campground

(706) 896-4191

Georgia Power

North Georgia Land Management Office

Route 1, Box 2556

Lakemont, GA 30552

(706) 782-4014

(888) GPC-LAKE

www.georgiapower.com/gpclake

Hart State Park Superintendent’s Office

330 Hart State Park Road

Hartwell, GA 30643

(706) 376-8756

www.gastateparks.org

Hartwell Lake and Powerplant Office of the Project Manager

P.O. Box 278

Hartwell, GA 30643-0278

(706) 856-0300

(888) 893-0678

www.sas.usace.army.mil/lakes/hartwell

Lake Burton Hatchery

Wildlife Resources Division

Fisheries Section Office

(706)947-3112

www.gofishgeorgia.com

Lake Sidney Lanier

Resource Manager’s Office

P.O. Box 567

Buford, GA 30518

(770) 945-9531

(770) 945-1466 (water release information)

(770) 945-1467 (lake information)

http://lanier.sam.usace.army.mil

LaPrade’s Marina

(706) 947-3003

Moccasin Creek State Park Superintendent’s Office

Route 1, Box 1634

Clarkesville, GA 30545

(706) 947-3194

www.gastateparks.org

Smithgall Woods-Dukes Creek Conservation Area

61 Tsalaki Trail

Helen, GA 30545

(706) 878-3087

Tallulah Gorge State Park Superintendent’s Office

P.O. Box 248

Tallulah Falls, GA 30573

(706) 754-7970

www.gastateparks.org

Tallulah Ranger District Chattahoochee National Forest

809 Highway 441 S

P.O. Box 438

Clayton, GA 30525

(706) 782-3320

www.fs.fed.us/conf

Tennessee Valley Authority Hiwassee Watershed Team

221 Old Ranger Road

Murphy, NC 28906

(828) 837-7395

(800) 238-2264 (lake levels and generation schedules)

www.lakeinfo.tva.gov

Toccoa Ranger District Chattahoochee National Forest

6050 Appalachian Highway

Blue Ridge, GA 30513

(706) 632-3031

www.fs.fed.us/conf

Towns County Chamber of Commerce

(800) 984-1543

www.mountaintopga.com

Tugaloo State Park Superintendent’s Office

1763 Tugaloo State Park Road

Lavonia, GA 30553

(706) 356-4362

www.gastateparks.org

Unicoi State Park Superintendent’s Office

P.O. Box 997

Helen, GA 30545

(800) 573-9659

www.gastateparks.org

Vogel State Park Superintendent’s Office

7485 Vogel State Park Road

Blairsville, GA 30512

(706) 745-2628

www.gastateparks.org

Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office

2150 Dawsonville Highway

Gainesville, GA 30501

(770) 535-5498

www.gofishgeorgia.com

East Central Georgia

Bobby Brown State Park

2509 Bobby Brown State Park Road

Elberton, GA 30635

(706) 213-2046

www.gastateparks.org

Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area

Superintendent’s Office

1978 Island Ford Parkway

Atlanta, GA 30350

(678) 538-1200

www.nps.gov/chat

Elijah Clark State Park

2959 McCormick Highway

Lincolnton, GA 30817

(706) 359-3458

www.gastateparks.org

Hard Labor Creek State Park Superintendent’s Office

P.O. Box 247

Rutledge, GA 30663

(706) 557-3001

www.gastateparks.org

J. Strom Thurmond Project Operations Projects Manager’s Office

Route 1, Box 12

Clarks Hill, SC 29821-9703

(864)333-1100

(800) 533-3478

www.sas.usace.army.mil/lakes/thurmond

Lake Oconee/Sinclair Land Management Office

125 Wallace Dam Road

Eatonton, GA 31024

(706) 485-8704

(888) GPC-LAKE

www.georgiapower.com/gpclake

Lawrence Shoals Recreation Area

Georgia Power

(706) 485-5494

McDuffie Public Fishing Area

(706) 595-1684

Mistletoe State Park

3723 Mistletoe Road

Appling, GA 30802

(706) 541-0321

www.gastateparks.org

Morgan Falls Dam

(404) 329-1455 (water release schedule)

Newton County Parks and Recreation Department

(770) 784-2049

Oconee National Forest

1199 Madison Road

Eatonton, GA 31024

(706)485-3180

www.fs.fed.us/conf

Old Salem Recreation Area

Georgia Power

(706) 467-2850

Parks Ferry Recreation Area

Georgia Power

(706) 453-4308

Richard B. Russell Project Office

4144 Russell Dam Drive

Elberton, GA 30635

(706) 213-3400

(800) 944-7207

www.sas.usace.army.mil/lakes/russell

Richard B. Russell State Park Superintendent’s Office

2650 Russell State Park Road

Elberton, GA 30635

(706) 213-2045

www.gastateparks.org

Stone Mountain Park

P.O. Box 778

Stone Mountain, GA 30086

(770) 498-5690 (main office)

(800) 317-2006 (main office)

(770) 498-5600 (bait shop)

www.stonemountainpark.com

Thomson District Wildlife Resources Division

Fisheries Section Office

(706) 595-1619

www.gofishgeorgia.com

Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office

2123 U.S. Highway 278 SE

Social Circle, GA 30025

(770)918-6418

www.gofishgeorgia.com

West Central Georgia

Bartletts Ferry Land Management Office

1516 Bartletts Ferry Road

Fortson, GA 31808

(706) 317-6041

(888) GPC-LAKE

www.georgiapower.com/gpclake

Blanton Creek Park

Georgia Power

(706) 643-7737

Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center

Wildlife Resources Division

543 Elliott Trail

Mansfield, GA 30055

(770) 784-3059

Columbus City Marina

(706) 323-0316

F. D. Roosevelt State Park Superintendent’s Office

2970 Highway 190

Pine Mountain, GA 31822

(706) 663-4858

www.gastateparks.org

Flint River Outdoor Center

(706) 647-2633

www.flintriverfun.com

Florence Marina State Park

Route 1, Box 36

Omaha, GA 31821

(229)838-4244

http://gastateparks.org/info/flormarin/

George T. Bagby State Park and Lodge

330 Bagby Parkway

Fort Gaines, GA 39851

(800) 864-7275

http://gastateparks.org/info/georgetb/

Indian Springs State Park

678 Lake Clark Road

Flovilla, GA 30216

(770) 504-2277

www.gastateparks.org

Lake Jackson Land Management Office

180 Dam Road

Jackson, Georgia 30233

(770) 775-4753

(888) GPC-LAKE

www.georgiapower.com/gpclake

Lake Oconee/Sinclair Land Management Office

125 Wallace Dam Road

Eatonton, GA 31024

(706) 485-8704

(888) GPC-LAKE

www.georgiapower.com/gpclake

Oconee National Forest

1199 Madison Road

Eatonton, GA 31024

(706)485-7110

www.fs.fed.us/conf

Sprewell Bluff State Park Superintendent’s Office

740 Sprewell Bluff Road

Thomaston, GA 30286

(706) 646-6026

www.gastateparks.org

Tobesofkee Recreation Area

6600 Moseley Dixon Road

Macon, GA 31220

(478) 474-8770

www.co.bibb.ga.us/LakeTobesofkee

West Point District Wildlife Resources Division

Fisheries Section

(706) 845-4180

www.gofishgeorgia.com

West Point Lake Project Management Office

(706) 645-2937

(706) 645-2929 (lake levels and generation schedules)

http://westpt.sam.usace.army.mil

Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office

1014 Martin Luther King Boulevard

Fort Valley, GA 31030-6246

(478) 825-6151

www.gofishgeorgia.com

Southwest Georgia

Chehaw Park

105 Chehaw Park Road

Albany, GA 31701

(229) 430-5275

www.parksatchehaw.org

Georgia Veterans Memorial State Park Superintendent’s Office

2459-A U.S. Highway 280 West

Cordele, GA 31015

(229)276-2371

www.georgiastateparks.org

Lake Chehaw

Georgia Power Lake Information

(888) GPC-LAKE

www.georgiapower.com/gpclake

Reed Bingham State Park Superintendent’s Office

Box 394 B-l, Route 2

Adel, GA 31620

(229) 896-3551

www.georgiastateparks.org

Seminole Resource Management Office

P.O. Box 96

Chattahoochee, FL 32324

(229) 662-2001

(229) 662-2814 (lake level and generation schedule)

www.sam.usace.army.mil/op/rec/seminole

Seminole State Park Superintendent’s Office Route 2

Donalsonville, GA 31745

(229) 861-3137

semipark@surfsouth.com

www.georgiastateparks.org

Walter F. George Natural Resource Site Office

Route 1, Box 176

Fort Gaines, GA 31751-9722

(229) 768-2516 (office)

(229) 768-2424 (generation schedule)

www.sam.usace.army.mil/op/rec/wfg

Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office

2024 Newton Road

Albany, GA 31701-3576

(229) 430-4256

Southeast Georgia

Banks Lake National Wildlife Refuge c/o Okefenokee National Wildlife

Refuge

Route 2, Box 3330

Folkston, GA 31357

(912) 496-7366

www.fws.gov/southeast/BanksLake

Deen’s Campground

(912) 530-7951

Dodge County Public Fishing Area Manager’s Office

(912) 374-6765

www.gofishgeorgia.com

Evans County Public Fishing Area Manager’s Office

(912)739-1139

www.gofishgeorgia.com

Folkston Chamber of Commerce

Folkston, GA 31537

(912) 496-2536

www.folkston.com

George L. Smith State Park Superintendent’s Office

P.O. Box 57

Twin City, GA 30471

(478) 763-2759

www.gastateparks.org

Gordonia-Alatamaha State Park Superintendent’s Office

P.O. Box 1039

Reidsville, GA 30453

(912) 557-7744

www.gastateparks.org

Laura S. Walker State Park Superintendent’s Office

5653 Laura Walker Road

Waycross, GA 31503

(912) 287-4900

www.gastateparks.org

Metter District Wildlife Resources Division

Fisheries Section Office

(912) 685-6424

www.gofishgeorgia.com

Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge

Route 2, Box 3330

Folkston, GA 31357

(912) 496-7836

www.fws.gov/okefenokee

Paradise Public Fishing Area

Route 1, Box 68

Enigma, GA 31749

(912) 533-4792

www.gofishgeorgia.com

Stephen C. Foster State Park Superintendent’s Office

Route 1, Box 131

Fargo, GA 31631

(912) 637-5274

www.gastateparks.org

Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office

108 Darling Avenue

Waycross, GA 31501

(912) 285-6094

www.gofishgeorgia.com/

Coastal Georgia

Altamaha Fish Camp

(912) 264-2342

Beards Bluff Camp Ground

(912) 654-3632

www.broadriveroutpost.com/bbluff-camp.html

Blythe Island Regional Park and Campground

6616 Blythe Island Highway, SR 303

Brunswick, GA 31525

(912) 279-2912

(800) 343-7855

www.glynncounty.org/departments/recreation/blythe.htm

Brunswick and the Golden Isles Visitors Bureau

4 Glynn Avenue

Brunswick, GA 31520

(912) 265-0620

www.bgivb.com

Coastal Resources Division

One Conservation Way, Suite 300

Brunswick, GA 31520-8687

(912)264-7218

http://crd.dnr.state.ga.us

Crooked River State Park Superintendent’s Office

3092 Spur Highway 40

Saint Marys, GA 31558

(912) 882-5256

www.gastateparks.org

Cumberland Island National Seashore

P. O. Box 806

Saint Marys, GA 31558

(912) 882-4336 (information)

(877) 860-6787 (reservations)

www.nps.gov/cuis

Fort McAllister State Historic Park Superintendent’s Office

3894 Fort McAllister Road

Richmond Hill, GA 31324

(912) 727-2339

www.gastateparks.org

Fort Stewart Outdoor Recreation Center

(912) 767-2717

Fort Stewart Pass and Permit Office

(912) 767-5032

(912) 767-0202 (automated check-in number)

www.stewart.army.mil/dpw/fish/default.htm

Jekyll Island Campground North Beachview Drive

Jekyll Island, GA 31527

(912) 635-3021

(877) 4JEKYLL

www.jekyllisland.com/where/camping.html

Mclntosh County Chamber of Commerce

(912) 437-6684

www.mcintoshcounty.com

Pat’s Baithouse

(912) 588-9222

River’s End Campground and RV Park

P.O. Box 988

Tybee Island, GA 31328

(912) 786-5518

(800) 786-1016

www.riversendcampground.com

Skidaway Island State Park Superintendent’s Office

52 Diamond Causeway

Savannah, GA 31411-1102

(912) 598-2300

www.gastateparks.org

Tybee Island Online

www.tybeeisland.com

Tybee Island Visitors Center

(912) 786-5444

www.tybeevisit.com

Wildlife Resources Division Demeries Creek Fisheries Section Office

22814 Highway 144

Richmond Hill, GA 31324

(912)727-2112

www.gofishgeorgia.com

Wildlife Resources Division Fisheries Section Office

108 Darling Avenue

Waycross, GA 31501

(912) 285-6094

www.gofishgeorgia.com

Map Sources

Detailed Reservoir Contour Maps

Kingfisher Maps, Inc.

110 Liberty Drive, #100

Clemson, SC 29631

(800) 326-0257

www.kfmaps.com

Atlantic Mapping

P.O. Box 7391

Marietta, GA 30065

(770) 426-5768

www.fishinggpsmaps.com

TVA Lake Maps

(several themes available)

Tennessee Valley Authority

HB1A

1101 Market Street

Chattanooga, TN 37402-2801

(615) 751-MAPS

Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area

National Park Service

RBR Federal Building

75 Spring Street SW

Atlanta, GA 30303

(678)538-1200

www.nps.gov/chat/planyourvisit/maps.htm

Topographic Maps

GA DNR-Geological Survey Branch

Agriculture Building, Room 406A

19 MLK Jr. Drive

Atlanta, GA 30334

(404) 656-3214

County Maps

(excellent large-scale detailed maps of county road system and other features)

Georgia DOT

Office of Transportation Data

District Seven, North Annex

Map Sales Unit

5025 New Peachtree Road

Chamblee, GA 30341

(770) 986-1436

www.dot.state.ga.us/DOT/plan-prog/transportation_data/mapsales/index.shtml

Georgia GIS Data Clearinghouse

(wide variety of online maps, including DOT county maps)

http://gis.state.ga.us

Wildlife Resources Division

(a variety of useful maps at no charge)

Department of Natural Resources

Wildlife Resources Division

Fisheries Management Section

2070 U.S. Highway 278 SE

Social Circle, GA 30025

(770)918-6418

www.gofishgeorgia.com

Corps of Engineers Lakes

Contact the reservoir’s Resource

Manager’s Office for what is available.

You will find these listings in the appendix.

Forest Service Maps

(a variety of excellent maps of national forest land in Georgia)

Forest Service

1755 Cleveland Highway

Gainesville, GA 30501-3571

(770) 297-3000

www.fs.fed.us/conf/maporder.htm





About the Author

A fisheries biologist by occupation, and a freelance writer by avocation, Kevin Dallmier has published more than 100 magazine articles on fish and fishing in Georgia. Mr. Dallmier is a resident of northwest Georgia and spends most of his spare time in pursuit of anything with fins.
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