

  CHAPTER ONE


  The Dauntless


  There is nothing like being shot at.


  —MAJOR GENERAL NORMAN COTA (RET.)


  WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT A SOLDIER, MARINE, AIRMAN, OR SAILOR acted beyond intrepidity? What are the circumstances that would drive a normally sane individual to conduct him- or herself in what appears to be a completely reckless manner? The word “intrepidity” is the noun of the adjective “intrepid.” It means fearless or dauntless, such as one would expect of an explorer. Its synonyms are “brave,” “courageous,” and “bold.” It is derived from the Latin word intrepidus, meaning undaunted, fearless, or untroubled. To be dauntless means not to be overcome with fear, not to be intimidated, not to be frightened, discouraged, or dismayed. In our society, the word “courage” is often overused, but here we find the truest meaning of the word. Courage is the quality of mind or spirit that enables a person to face difficulty, danger, or pain with firmness and without fear. Courage in combat is the ability to take all necessary action actually inspired by the fear, channeled into something much more deliberate and focused. One of my favorite posters shows the famous photo of Americans landing on D-Day on Omaha Beach. It says, “Courage—Bravery doesn’t mean you aren’t scared, it means you go anyway.”


  In the United States, the highest honor that can be bestowed upon an individual is the Congressional Medal of Honor (MOH). This award is for valor in action against an enemy force while serving in the Armed Services of the United States. The award is generally presented to its recipient by the president of the United States of America in the name of Congress.


  On December 9, 1861, Iowa senator James W. Grimes introduced Senate Bill No. 82 in the United States Senate, a bill designed to “promote the efficiency of the Navy” by authorizing the production and distribution of “medals of honor.” On December 21 the bill was passed, authorizing the production of two hundred such medals, “which shall be bestowed upon such petty officers, seamen, landsmen and marines as shall distinguish themselves by their gallantry in action and other seamanlike qualities during the present war [Civil War].” President Abraham Lincoln signed the bill, and the Navy MOH was born.


  Two months later, on February 17, 1862, Massachusetts senator Henry Wilson introduced a similar bill, this one to authorize “the President to distribute medals to privates in the Army of the United States who shall distinguish themselves in battle.” Over the following months, the wording changed slightly as the bill made its way through Congress. When Lincoln signed Senate Joint Resolution No. 82 on July 12, 1862, the Army MOH was born. It read in part,



   Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause two thousand “medals of honor” to be prepared with suitable emblematic devices, and to direct that the same be presented, in the name of the Congress, to such noncommissioned officers and privates as shall most distinguish themselves by their gallantry in action, and other soldier-like qualities, during the present insurrection [Civil War].1




  More recently, the award criteria are codified in Sections 3741, 6241, and 8741 of Title 10, United States Code (USC). The current criteria and eligibility requirements include that the medal may be awarded to a person who, while a member of the army, navy, or air force, distinguished him- or herself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his or her life above and beyond the call of duty. The action must have occurred while the recipient was engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States or in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force. The MOH recommendation must contain proof beyond a reasonable doubt that the service member performed the valorous action that resulted in the MOH recommendation. The valorous action(s) performed must have been one(s) of personal bravery or self-sacrifice so conspicuous as to clearly distinguish the individual above his or her comrades and must have involved risk of life. While MOH criteria require the member to risk his or her life, there is no requirement for the member to be wounded or killed in order to meet that criterion. The Department of Defense (DoD) defines these terms for its own use. “Conspicuous” is defined as attracting attention by being unexpected, unusual, outstanding, remarkable, or striking. “Gallantry” is described as having nobility of behavior or spirit or heroic courage. “Intrepid” is defined as being bold, fearless, dauntless, very brave, and not afraid. Lastly, the DoD defines “valor” as an act or acts of heroism by an individual above what is normally expected while engaged in direct combat with an enemy of the United States or an opposing foreign or armed force, with exposure to enemy hostilities and personal risk.2


  The first MOH was awarded on March 25, 1863, to nineteen-year-old Private Jacob Parrott of Kenton, Ohio, who served with the 33d Ohio Infantry. He was a raider on a famous incursion into the South to disrupt Confederate rail operations. He was captured and severely beaten after interrogation. After he and six other captured soldiers escaped and returned to the Union, they became the first to receive the MOH, but he had the distinction of being the very first. His citation reads,



   The President of the United States of America, in the name of Congress, takes pleasure in presenting the Medal of Honor to Private Jacob Parrott, United States Army, for extraordinary heroism on April, 1862, while serving with Company G, 21st Ohio Infantry, in action during the Andrew’s Raid in Georgia. Private Parrott was one of the 19 of 22 men (including two civilians) who, by direction of General Mitchell (or Buell) penetrated nearly 200 miles south into enemy territory and captured a railroad train at Big Shanty, Georgia, in an attempt to destroy the bridges and tracks between Chattanooga and Atlanta.3




  The first and only woman to earn the award was Dr. Mary Edwards Walker for heroic actions during the Civil War as a battlefield surgeon. She treated men from both sides at risk to her own person and at one point became a prisoner of war. The South ultimately freed her, and she continued her lifesaving mission.4


  Many people have at least heard of the heroic World War I exploits of Sergeant Alvin York or those of one of World War II’s most decorated soldiers, Lieutenant Audie Murphy. The reader is encouraged to take some time to research the various MOH recipients awarded over the course of history. More recently, we owe honor to men like Lance Corporal William Kyle Carpenter, who volunteered to defend America against further terrorism in response to the September 11, 2001, attacks. He was awarded the MOH, and his citation reads,



   For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serving as an Automatic Rifleman with Company F, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines, Regimental Combat Team 1, 1st Marine Division (Forward), 1 Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward), in Helmand Province, Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom on 21 November 2010. Lance Corporal Carpenter was a member of a platoon-sized coalition force, comprised of two reinforced Marine squads partnered with an Afghan National Army squad. The platoon had established Patrol Base Dakota two days earlier in a small village in the Marjah District in order to disrupt enemy activity and provide security for the local Afghan population. Lance Corporal Carpenter and a fellow Marine were manning a rooftop security position on the perimeter of Patrol Base Dakota when the enemy initiated a daylight attack with hand grenades, one of which landed inside their sandbagged position. Without hesitation, and with complete disregard for his own safety, Lance Corporal Carpenter moved toward the grenade in an attempt to shield his fellow Marine from the deadly blast. When the grenade detonated, his body absorbed the brunt of the blast, severely wounding him, but saving the life of his fellow Marine. By his undaunted courage, bold fighting spirit, and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of almost certain death, Lance Corporal Carpenter reflected great credit upon himself and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.5




  Lance Corporal Carpenter survived his ordeal and fought just as hard to recover from his near-fatal injuries. His story is the quintessential tale of one who threw himself on top of a grenade to save the lives of those around him. This is often the measure of bravery U.S. citizens speak of and understand when they think of valor in this context.


  To date 3,520 Medals of Honor have been awarded to American servicemen and one woman.


  What does it now mean to you when you think of someone who distinguished him- or herself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his or her life above and beyond the call of duty? The reader should consider this question for the remainder of this book. What would you do if you were placed in the situation you are about to absorb? What measure of respect do these real-life superheroes deserve in our society? How can you effect change in your life and for those around you with the knowledge you are currently absorbing?


  World War II was the costliest war in world history. Within the context of the war between the Allies and Axis powers, one day is widely known to Americans and Europeans. This was June 6, 1944, when British, American, and other Allied forces opened the western front through the invasion of Normandy, France. On this Day of Days—D-Day, as it is known—the Americans were responsible for two of the five landing beach zones. More than 130,000 Allies landed on the shores of Normandy on D-Day. The invasion force included over 6,000 landing craft, ships, and vessels, some 176,000 troops, 822 aircraft, and 18,000 airborne troops. It remains the largest amphibious invasion in world history. One of these landing zones, known as Omaha Beach, gained the moniker “Bloody Omaha” due to the extremely well-defended coast and the high casualty rate among the invading Americans. The landing on this beach was a near disaster as it almost collapsed in on itself, and the men were nearly pushed back into the English Channel. It is widely believed that the bravery of the men assaulting the beach with all their might saved the day. Twelve men earned the MOH for their actions on D-Day.


  Within this context, one man, the oldest and highest-ranking man to land on western Omaha Beach, placed mission above self and rose to lead his men from the front. This man was Brigadier General Norman Daniel “Dutch” Cota. Although he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for his heroism on D-Day, his extreme acts of bravery have become the stuff of legend. Seventy-five years after that historic day, Dutch was finally recommended for the only proper award equal to the task of honoring his actions. It is the hope of the Cota family and of the 29th Infantry Division community that General Cota will finally receive his due.


  This said, the general often quoted this chapter’s epigraph in the years following the war to his grandson, Tom Morris, in a way that contextualized for the boy what it meant to be concerned about trivial matters in life. In reflecting on the European Theater of Operations, Dutch often also said that the “worst part of it all was writing the condolence letters home.” To young Tom, thoughts of having the “free world” at stake, coincident with the sheer brutality of it all while under intense enemy fire, gave realism to the concept. This was further tempered by the idea that comments made by those who had yet to experience such things were feeble statements at best and continue to be.




  CHAPTER TWO


  From Chelsea, Massachusetts, to North Africa



   I think this permanent record of a story which we have enjoyed and laughed over, and sometimes felt like weeping over, will be a record that most of us will want to have in our libraries. We have to remember that in the future we will want to keep before our children what this war was really like. It is so easy to forget; and then, for the younger generation, the heroism and the glamor remains, while the dirt, the hardships, the horror of death and the sorrow fade somewhat from their consciousness.1


  —ELEANOR ROOSEVELT




  NORMAN DANIEL COTA WAS BORN ON MAY 30, 1893, IN CHELSEA, Massachusetts. Chelsea was an industrial town along the Mystic River, opposite East Boston and Charlestown. His parents were George and Jessie (née Mason) Cota. His father, born in 1860, was a provisioner of French Canadian decent. A provisioner is a supplier of victuals or supplies to an army. After retiring from the railroads, his father was part owner of G. W. Cota & Co., located at 85 Winnisimmet Street in Chelsea, with his brother Frank (Norman’s uncle).2 His father was a hard taskmaster to his son. His mother, born in 1861, was a kind woman and a teacher of English descent, via a long line of Americans. The Cotas lived in an apartment above the store. Norman had odd jobs as a youth, such as picking up dropped coal from coal wagons and working as a delivery boy. While his sister went away to college to follow her mother to become a teacher, Norman’s father didn’t see the value of education for his son. Norman came to realize his father would push him out on his own before he began high school. In thinking about his station in life and his options, he went to his mother for encouragement.3


  Then tragedy hit as Chelsea was ravaged by a disastrous fire on April 12, 1908. Known as the Great Chelsea Fire of 1908, it destroyed the Cotas’ home and business along with 350 acres (as shown in figure 2.1). Nineteen people were killed, and fifteen thousand people were left homeless.4 This great fire undoubtedly forged the young man in ways that only tragedy can. I think that his steady disposition came from a desire not to emulate his father, the kindness of his mother, and realizations about what is important in life as a result of surviving this calamity. Plus, he had tremendous drive.


[image: Figure 2.1. The Great Chelsea Fire of 1908 viewed from the marine hospital (Popular Science).]


Figure 2.1. The Great Chelsea Fire of 1908 viewed from the marine hospital (Popular Science).


  Norman left public high school at fifteen, and by 1910 he was working as a stenographer in a bathroom supply mercantile office. He graduated from Burdett College of Business and Shorthand in Boston with a degree in business in June of that year. He was an emancipated young man. He saved his money while working with the goal of attending a private school of good quality. He enrolled in the fall of 1910 at Worcester Academy, a private school located in Worcester, Massachusetts. It is one of the country’s oldest day-boarding schools, founded as an all-male institution in 1834. The academy’s motto is the Greek phrase Έφικνού τών Καλών, which translates to “Achieve the Honorable.” The school moved to its current location on Worcester’s Union Hill in 1869. The main building had previously served as a Civil War hospital called the Dale General Hospital.


  Norman Cota was an Episcopalian Christian, a faith he kept his whole life. Early in his academic career, he was known to participate in boxing, softball, baseball, basketball, skiing, bowling, fencing, football, golf, swimming, tennis, track, and wrestling. He was captain of his football team, which gave him the nickname “Dutch.” As an adult, he stood 5'8½" tall, weighed 175 pounds, and had brown hair and striking blue eyes. In June 1913, he graduated from high school having financed his own education.


  During his senior year, he took the entrance exam for the United States Military Academy (USMA) at West Point, New York. He sought and earned a nomination from Congressman Ernest W. Roberts of the 7th Massachusetts Congressional District for the entering class of 1913. He reported for duty on June 14, 1913. He was assigned army serial number O-5284. Among his classmates were Matthew Ridgway, Mark Clark, and later commanding officer (CO) Charles Gerhardt. Author and historian Robert Miller wrote the book Division Commander: A Biography of Major General Norman D. Cota. His work largely focused on General Cota’s time with the 28th Infantry Division; however, it provides insights into Cota’s early life and career. He wrote that Cadet Cota took to army life immediately and fell in lifelong love with small arms while at the USMA. Cadet Cota played football with Cadet Dwight D. Eisenhower (USMA Class of 1915). They became good friends and remained so for life. He was evaluated by his superiors in 1917. Cadet Cota’s attention to detail, general bearing, military appearance, and attitude toward discipline were rated as very good. He was noted for excellent habits. He was deemed active but not athletic, even though he was captain of his football team. He qualified as a sharpshooter in rifle. His superiors assessed him as having good judgment, originality, efficiency, and character. He graduated 79th out of 139 cadets on April 19, 1917. He weighed 156 pounds upon graduation (as pictured in figure 2.2). He was now fluent in French, Spanish, and German.5 He sought out and was accepted into the infantry branch of the army.
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Figure 2.2. Cadet Norman Daniel Cota, U.S. Military Academy, West Point, New York (Tom Morris).


  On May 29, 1917, now 2d Lieutenant Cota took his oath of office in Chelsea, Massachusetts.



   I, Norman Daniel Cota, having been appointed a 2d Lieutenant of Infantry in the military service of the United States, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office upon which I am about to enter: So help me God.




  Thus began the career of an American officer destined to affect history. Second Lieutenant Cota reported to the 22d Infantry Regiment on April 20, 1917, with orders to Fort Jay on Governors Island in New York Harbor. Prior to 2005, the word “regiment” was omitted from unit names and will be done so from this point. Therefore, the 22d Infantry Regiment correctly becomes the 22d Infantry. The 22d Infantry Cota was assigned to traces its lineage back to September 1866 in Missouri. The regimental crest is shown in figure 2.3. Prior to the spring of 1917, this regiment had served along the Mexican border in Arizona to pursue the outlaw Pancho Villa. It then stayed in Arizona to ensure border security and peace until called east for World War I.6 The men of the 22d arrived quietly on April 2, 1917, and took station at Fort Jay. Fort Jay is a coastal star fort and a former U.S. Army post. It is the oldest existing defensive structure on the island and was named for John Jay.7


 
[image: Figure 2.3. Unit crest of U.S. Army, 22d Infantry (U.S. Army Institute of Heraldry).]


Figure 2.3. Unit crest of U.S. Army, 22d Infantry (U.S. Army Institute of Heraldry).


  On Good Friday, April 6, 1917, the regiment was sent into the first combat action of the war for America. This action occurred just minutes after the United States formally declared war against Germany with the passage of a war resolution in the U.S. House of Representatives by a vote of 373–50. The secretary of the navy immediately ordered the Atlantic and Pacific fleets to mobilize for war in accordance with orders. The 22d Infantry boarded U.S. Coast Guard cutters, crossed the harbor, and seized all twenty-seven German-owned freighters, passenger ships, and shipping terminals in New York Harbor and along the Hudson River. The seized vessels included the largest passenger ship in the world at the time: the SS Vaterland. She was a 950-foot-long, 54,282-gross-ton vessel and the only one not completely sabotaged by the German crews before capture. The navy renamed her the USS Leviathan, and she served the remainder of the war as a troop transport. The captured facilities included the piers of the great North German Lloyd and Hamburg-American lines. At all American ports, the government seized over ninety-one vessels worth more than $100 million. The German personnel in New York were interned quietly and in an orderly fashion on Ellis Island without shots fired. Cota participated in this action.


  The 3d Battalion served as guards on Ellis. The government realized the importance of New York as the best harbor on the East Coast. They seized control of the Hoboken docks and piers, which became the basis of the New York Port of Embarkation from which tens of thousands of troops would depart for France, with the German cruise ships serving as troop transports. The regiment not only protected New York City but also provided other homeland security, including guarding tunnels, bridges, rail lines, and other important transportation infrastructure. One battalion was later posted in Washington, DC, to protect the capital. As the weeks progressed, the regiment developed a thorough system of harbor protection, and 1st Battalion was integral to this guard duty.8


  From April 20 to August 24, 1917, 2d Lieutenant Cota served the 22d Infantry as company commander of Company A. This situation surprised the young officer. He was promoted to first lieutenant on May 15, 2017. The approximately four hundred men were transferred and became the nucleus of the First Division, American Expeditionary Forces in France. As a result of the syphoning of the experienced officers and enlisted personnel for combat in France, he was promoted quickly to captain on August 5, 1917. The young officer was given a gift in that he had to learn his job quickly under wartime conditions, a feat that would take much longer during peacetime. He developed his cadre and got to work developing the enlisted men and noncommissioned officers under his command. Then the company began to expand from a peacetime strength of 150 men to a wartime strength of 250 men.9 He had to establish and enforce basic-type training for the influx of civilians into the ranks under his command. The draftees often arrived at the regiment not even knowing to which company they were assigned and without any equipment or uniforms. He rose to these challenges, and the organizational skill required undoubtedly aided him in the next war. He also had to become adept at dealing with career officers, enlisted men, and draftees alike. This helped him not be so predisposed to regular army types at the expense of the rest of the men. Captain Cota remained an infantry line officer in the regiment until September 1918. While assigned to the regiment, he also served as prison officer, battalion adjutant, exchange officer, and summary court officer.


  On August 25, 1918, Captain Cota was assigned to temporary duty at the USMA as a tactical officer. He was permanently assigned to the USMA Department of Tactics on September 21. He rose to the rank of major on the same day and held the rank until after World War I, when the army downsized, and he was reduced in rank to first lieutenant on August 21, 1919, as were many career officers in the service. In 1919, he found himself under the command of Brigadier General Douglas MacArthur at the USMA. The postwar years were not pleasant at the academy. Congress cut funding to the institution, and, at the same time, pressure was put on by Congress to institute changes to make West Point more competitive academically with institutions such as Harvard. The hazing of cadets came under scrutiny as a first-year cadet died in 1918. MacArthur was successful in correcting the hazing issues but ran into a brick wall with entrenched tenured professors. Through it all Cota continued his path of excellence as an officer. In July 1919, Cota’s CO wrote that he was “excellent in every way, a hard-working officer and that during a time of war he would be best utilized commanding troops.” This was among the first of many such observations throughout the course of his long and distinguished career. “He was conscientious in his performance of duty.” Lieutenant Cota then regained the rank of captain on September 1, 1919.


  Cota remained at West Point as an instructor until July 1920. Miller wrote that compared to serving as a company commander, Cota found being an instructor less interesting and challenging. From October 1 to November 20, 1920, he served as assistant quartermaster, giving him experience as a supply officer (S-4). In the army, the S-4 “performs staff and supply duties as directed by the battalion commander and is responsible for the functioning of the battalion supply system in the field and in combat, with particular reference to rations, water, ammunition, gasoline, and oil.”10 The S-4 officer prepared battalion supply plans based on regimental supply plans and battalion tactical plans. They controlled the ammunition, kitchen, and baggage necessities. They ascertained and met the needs of the companies. Duty with the quartermaster was not the most desirable for a young infantry officer, but it undoubtedly trained him in the importance of this vital arm of warfighting and preparation.


  In 1919, during his time at the academy, he took every opportunity to take passes and travel south on the Hudson River to the New York City area to visit his old friends and colleagues in the 22d Infantry at Fort Jay. On one of these jaunts, while attending a tea party on Governors Island, he first encountered a beautiful brunette named Connie, a recent high school graduate with plans to attend college to study physical education and music. Her father was a practicing lawyer in Manhattan, and she lived with her folks. The two fell in love, and a short courtship led to their marriage. After their honeymoon, she joined Captain Cota at West Point, where they had abysmal vermin-infested quarters. Connie became pregnant, and daughter Ann was born on October 23, 1920. Ann was the very first baby to be born at the cadet hospital in history. Unfortunately for Dutch, he was in New York City at the Army–Notre Dame football game—a boneheaded move for any young husband. He missed the birth, and one must wonder whether he enjoyed the doghouse.


  Ever mindful of his future, Captain Cota thought it important to branch out in his military career and petitioned to become a finance officer. He was transferred to the Finance Department of the War Department in October 1920 and left West Point. He undertook training in finance and then was assigned as the property auditor, 3d Corps Area, Edgewood Arsenal in Baltimore, Maryland, on December 1, 1920, remaining there until May 31, 1922. While stationed in Baltimore, Dutch and Connie were able to find an apartment off base. This would surely have been good for the couple after their early years of hardship. During his stints in finance, he spent time training in Washington, DC, at Fort Howard, Edgewood Arsenal, and Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland. When Norman Cota Jr. was born in December 1921, Connie went to the U.S. Army Walter Reed General Hospital in Bethesda, Maryland, for the birth. The young family took shape as the children began to grow, and time was spent with grandparents when possible. Captain Cota was then assigned as the finance officer at Langley Field, Virginia, on June 1, 1922, and served there until July 1, 1923. An unfortunate incident occurred while he was assigned this duty that required congressional intervention to correct; at the same time, it built additional character into an already sound officer.


  At approximately 9 a.m. on January 30, 1923, Captain Cota was traveling with two armed guards through Hampton, Virginia, when two armed men robbed them at gunpoint in a busy downtown area while their government vehicle was stopped at an intersection. The party had just secured the cash for the monthly base payroll disbursement. The captain and his party were abducted and held at gunpoint in the car until about noon. They were eventually tied to trees along a creek outside town, under threat of death if they tried to free themselves, as the crooks made their getaway. After the bandits made off with the loot, the robbed soldiers initiated an escape led by Captain Cota. The thieves had absconded with $42,578.46, or the sum of the base payroll funds for the month for Langley Field. After a thorough investigation, Captain Cota was found innocent of wrongdoing, but the army burdened him with repayment of the funds lost. It took Congress (H.R. 724 dated December 7, 1925) to make right the financial burden placed on the officer by the Department of the Army. The amount lost was originally assessed against Cota as per army regulation. I debated about including this episode in this book, but, on further reflection as to Cota’s character, I think this event was instructive to him and greatly aided his increasing coolness under fire.


  Even in light of this unfortunate event, Cota’s superiors rated him well. On June 29, 1923, Captain Cota, post finance officer, was referred to by his CO at Langley Field as a “conscientious and loyal officer who has handled his work well.”


  Captain Cota was transferred again to the USMA on August 26, 1923, this time serving there as the finance officer, until he felt a call to return to his roots in the infantry. Captain Cota’s efficiency report for June 30, 1924, stated he was “an earnest and hardworking conscientious officer, anxious to cooperate, and with more than the average amount of judgement and common sense.” The army acquiesced to Cota’s request to return to the infantry and sent him to the U.S. Army Infantry School at Fort Benning, Georgia, for the Infantry Company Officers Course on September 1, 1924, where he remained until August 11, 1925. After World War I, the army realized the need to develop training specific to the various arms within the service to better equip its officers and enlisted men. Fellow USMA alums Matthew Ridgway and Mark Clark attended the class with him. Omar Bradley was enrolled in the advanced class at that time. The army developed these classes as a “postgraduate” level of education for the officers. The army learned to balance classroom tactical and strategic learning with practical training in the field. Captain Cota found himself immersed in this training and took instruction on field problems from the platoon through the battalion levels. The officers gained hands-on experience in everything from mortars to machine guns, automatic rifles, grenades, and all other manner of weapons in the arsenal. The officers were expected to learn the weapons inside and out, as well as how to lead enlisted men who knew their deadly craft and those who were learning. The postwar army took time to analyze the lessons learned from World War I and make advances in military science so that America could learn how to outfight a potential future enemy and not repeat the trench warfare of the last war. The army was coming to terms with combined arms and mechanized warfare during the 1920s and the development of airpower and what that meant on the battlefield for the infantryman. Evidence of this can be found in various records on the U.S. Army Ike Skelton Combined Arms Research Library Digital Library.


  Upon graduation, Captain Cota was ordered to Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, one of the most desirable posts in all of the army (as shown in figure 2.4). He and his family sailed from New York on August 11 and arrived in San Francisco on September 8, 1925, via the Panama Canal. They had a seven-day layover before sailing on to Hawaii. Cota reported for duty and was first assigned as an infantry line officer, serving as a company commander for nine months. Cota’s grandson, Tom Morris, recalled that the family often said Hawaii was their favorite posting of Dutch’s long career.
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Figure 2.4. Housing at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, 1925 (Library of Congress).
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Figure 2.5. Unit crest of U.S. Army, 35th Infantry (U.S. Army Institute of Heraldry).


  On September 25, 1920, the 35th Infantry (whose regimental crest is illustrated in figure 2.5) was assigned to duty at Schofield Barracks. In February 1921, the Hawaiian Division, also known as the “Pineapple Army” (as illustrated in figure 2.6), was established to provide land defense of the territory strategically located at “the crossroads of the Pacific.” It was formed from units of the old World War I 11th Infantry Division. From July 6, 1917, until July 31, 1942, the word “infantry” was omitted from divisional unit designations. Therefore, the 11th Infantry Division correctly becomes 11th Division during this period. The Hawaiian Division soldiers wore the taro leaf shoulder patch, which would later pass down to two new divisions. The Hawaiian Division was formed under the square structure used in World War I, with two infantry brigades, consisting of two infantry regiments each, and a brigade of artillery.11


[image: Figure 2.6. U.S. Army Hawaiian Division patch (U.S. Army Institute of Heraldry).]


Figure 2.6. U.S. Army Hawaiian Division patch (U.S. Army Institute of Heraldry).


  Cota was assigned to Headquarters, 35th Infantry, 22d Brigade. He ultimately became the regimental plans and training officer (S-3), serving there until May 25, 1928. The S-3 is the commander’s main assistant in coordinating and planning for battle. In summary, the S-3 has staff responsibility for planning the tactical operations, organization, and training as directed by the commander. S-3s work closely with executive officers to accomplish missions. They write operational directives and plans, tactical orders, field training exercises, and training schedules. They prepare courses of action and recommend actions or decisions to the regiment commander for the accomplishment of missions. They are concerned with planning, training, control, and supervision of operations. The duties also involve monitoring budgets, establishing composition of forces to support plans, and ensuring that the unit tables of organization and equipment (TO&Es) are adequate, making recommendations to the CO to address deficiencies. S-3s establish policies and standards for unit readiness and supervise unit efforts to meet them. They plan and evaluate military operations and unit readiness. It is here that Cota came into his own. His understanding of finance and logistics gained in the 1910s and into the early 1920s allowed him to see the big picture beyond the battlefield in terms of the planning and operations of the army.


  Despite the idyllic surroundings, Hawaii was a very important strategic base of operations for the United States. The 35th Infantry was tasked with the defense of the islands and the important navy base there. This fact was highlighted at the outset of World War II during the attack on Pearl Harbor. The Americans were wary of their neighbors to the west in Japan. The regiment planned for the possible eventuality of conflict. This was a very real-world assignment, and Cota rose to the challenge.12


  On December 13, 1926, Captain Cota’s efficiency report stated he was a very exceptional officer, energetic, loyal, and painstaking, with a delightful personality and a very marked leadership ability. It noted he should be sent to General Staff School at once to prepare him for that work. A year later, he was noted as an officer of exceptional abilities. “He is thoroughly dependable, most efficient and with fine tactical sense and understanding.” On April 15, 1928, Captain Cota’s efficiency report stated, “His work of maintaining the regiment in a state of training whereby it has been able during the past year and a half to comply creditably with all the demands made upon it has been performed in an admirable manner. Has shown himself equal to emergencies. He was rated as an excellent officer, qualified for high command.”


  Throughout this time, the Cota family grew close as the young children came of school age. Dutch became friendly with various fellow officers, including Omar Bradley, and he came to know others, like George Patton. When it was time to depart, Dutch and his family sailed back to the U.S. mainland, ultimately arriving in New York City, with transit through the Panama Canal.


  From here he was assigned back to Fort Benning for the one-year Infantry School Advanced Course (1928–1929). Fort Benning had changed as Colonel George C. Marshall, future chief of staff of the U.S. Army during World War II, arrived and implemented what he saw as needed improvements to the army training doctrine. He eliminated burdensome regulations and paperwork and began to transform the army to preposition itself to train vast numbers of raw civilian recruits, should the need exist in a future war. The new doctrines included four basic departments of tactics, logistics, weapons, and military history and publications. Marshall wanted officers who were skilled in the tactics of modern warfare and could communicate effectively to superiors and subordinates alike. He wanted officers who understood the dynamics of leadership. Captain Cota excelled in this environment and graduated at the top of his class. This achievement opened doors that positioned him for his next assignment.


  He moved on to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, for the Command and General Staff School (C&GS), a two-year course, in 1930 and 1931. The C&GS was a well-established school intended to train senior officers in the management of divisions and corps in battle. It was a must for promotion from captain to the field-grade officer ranks of major, lieutenant colonel, and colonel. Cota’s class was the first to follow a two-year curriculum instead of the previous one-year one. The students were given what seemed an overwhelming workload. They were given case studies and theoretical problems pitting teams of students against each other in simulated combat. Cota found the course challenging and highly stimulating, even though he spent long hours in study while in attendance. He graduated in June 1931 and then went for a one-month Chemical Warfare Field Officers Course. After World War I, the United States—like many other nations—grappled with the prospect of readiness as a result of the Axis and Allied use of chemical weapons during the Great War. Cota and other officers were trained to learn the hazards of this type of warfare on the battlefield as well as advanced mortar techniques. The army developed a policy that came into being as a result of a letter between the army chief of staff, General Douglas MacArthur, and Secretary of State Henry L. Stimson on June 28, 1932. This letter stated,



   In the matter of chemical warfare, the War Department opposes any restrictions whereby the United States would refrain from all peacetime preparation or manufacture of gases, means of launching gases, or defensive gas material. No provision that would require the disposal or destruction of any existing installation of our Chemical Warfare Service or of any stocks of chemical warfare material should be incorporated in an agreement. Furthermore, the existence of a War Department agency engaged in experimentation and manufacture of chemical warfare materials, and in training for unforeseen contingencies is deemed essential to our national defense.




  After his training was complete, Captain Cota was assigned to Fort Benning for four years as an instructor. Dutch’s family took on-post residence in the newly completed Rainbow Hill officers housing located southeast of the intersection of Marne and Lumpkin Roads. He was neighbors with Omar Bradley, who ended up being Cota’s boss at the weapons section. Major Bradley reported to Lieutenant Colonel George C. Marshall Jr. Dutch also became very close with Bradley. Captain Cota received his efficiency report on June 15, 1932, while on duty as an instructor in musketry and rifle company weapons at the Fort Benning Infantry School. This report, covering July 1, 1931, to June 15, 1932, stated that his performance was excellent. Bradley indicated that Cota was well qualified for duty and that he was an officer of sound judgment who should go far. Marshall concurred, with a provisional statement that he would rate Cota as underqualified for a battalion in peace and brigade staff in war. Cota was promoted to major on November 1, 1932 (as shown in figure 2.7). Shortly after his promotion, the Great Depression resulted in a reduction of military salaries. He remained an instructor at the Infantry School until May 21, 1933.


  Major Cota was then assigned to duty at Fort Barrancas, Florida, as part of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). The CCC was an organization formed as part of President Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal. It worked to provide opportunities to Americans and to counter the unemployment of the Great Depression. The CCC was established in 1933 by an act of Congress and included men as young as sixteen as well as World War I veterans and skilled laborers. The federal government employed millions for the work associated with this organization. The CCC performed conservation and engineering projects across the nation. Though civilian in nature, it was military in fashion, with structure, discipline, and training standards. The enlistees underwent medical physicals and inoculations, followed by basic training for five days at military posts like Fort Dix, New Jersey, to become acclimated to the rigorous discipline and routines required to deliver their mission.
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  Men were assigned and transferred to a company, which in turn reported to a subdistrict, which reported to a district headquarters. These districts were associated with army corps commands and were led by high-ranking regular military officers. The CCC used military equipment and army uniforms. The living quarters were military-style open-bay barracks. They were led by active-duty military officers, from lieutenants to colonels, from the army, navy, or marines. Many of the higher-ranking officers assigned to the CCC had fought in World War I and would fight again in World War II, as Cota would. The civilians lived by military discipline, following standards such as lights out, marching, formations, and kitchen patrol duty.


  The CCC was, however, a civilian organization. It had civilian leaders to augment the military leadership. The CCC enlistees were provided tutoring and ministering. They learned a wide variety of academic and vocational subjects and had instruction from the various federal agencies involved such as Agriculture, Forestry, or Interior. Today, many of the structures, buildings, and bridges built by the CCC remain throughout the United States, if one knows where to look.13


  Fort Barrancas, Florida, was the home of the Supply Company, District G, Fourth Corps Area. It is located southwest of Pensacola and just to the immediate southeast of Naval Air Station Florida along the coast. When this CCC organization was officially put together in spring 1933, it originally comprised thirty young men who desired a new life and opportunities to earn a living made possible by the CCC. These young men were selected based on aptitude and physical abilities. They were assigned key positions in connection with the district CCC program. The unit was run like a military unit, and each man was assigned a specific job as clerk, typist, messenger, operator, pharmacist, hospital orderly, and so forth. As the unit progressed, demand increased for clerical and utility work, so new members were added. The strength rose to eighty-six and then higher later. Major Cota became the first CO from May 21 to August 19, 1933. He saw the experience as an opportunity to lead young men and boys on their way to becoming men and to provide valuable training to young men who someday might join the military. His experiences thus far were teaching him the value of total leadership, not of arrogance or exclusivity. Even today in military circles, some USMA graduates think themselves better than those around them, particularly fellow officers who gained their commissions through the Officer Candidate School or the Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC). In contrast to this attitude (shared by many of his peers), Dutch was honing his skills in communication, management, and leadership, despite whatever adversity might present itself.


  Cota was then again reassigned to be a weapons instructor at the Infantry School at Fort Benning on August 19, 1933, through June 1935. Upon the end of his time there, he sought to find his way to the Army War College. He knew that attendance there was critically important to finding his way further up the chain of command into the general officer ranks, and he worked hard to achieve his goal. On June 30, Major Cota’s efficiency report stated that he was superior: “An energetic Officer, brimmed full of enthusiasm, loyal, practical, excellent judgement. Plenty of force and thinks for himself. Has a pleasing personality and is capable of original work.” He was noted for his preparation of training schedules and small arms firing. His efficiency report stated, “This officer is fully competent to organize and conduct a small arms school.” This glowing report was prepared by Colonel Charles Weeks, who at the time had known Cota for ten years. Dutch found that he was assigned to the next class, set to begin in July 1935, and he and his family relocated to Chevy Chase, Maryland, on the northwest edge of Washington, DC. The War College at the time was located at Fort Humphreys, the present-day Fort Lesley J. McNair, at the confluence of the Potomac and Anacostia Rivers in the nation’s capital. The Army War College prepared and mentored the general staff in the academic studies of war. The curriculum included responsible command, historical studies, and the effects of social, political, and economic factors on national defense. Army applicants had to have previously completed the C&GS. They also had to have obtained the required Professional Military Education for officers with the rank of major. During his time in Washington, Cota and Connie had an invitation to the White House as one of the many social functions that comes with being an officer.


  From the War College, Cota was assigned to the 26th Infantry, located at Plattsburgh Barracks, New York, on March 6, 1936. This historic regiment was assigned to the 1st Division, “The Big Red One,” during World War I, and after the war it remained attached to the 1st Division as one of three infantry divisions and one cavalry division authorized to remain at full peacetime strength. The 1st Division was assigned to the Second Corps Area. The post was situated on the west side of Lake Champlain, about one mile from the village of Plattsburgh, New York. On July 1, 1936, Major Cota’s efficiency report stated that he was “a well-balanced officer of steady disposition. A good team worker, works thoroughly, methodically and accurately. Open-minded, appreciating the views of others. He takes a definite stand and holds to his convictions. Views problems from all angles. Produces practical ideas. Prompt and clean-cut in decision, with good judgment and firmness.” He took command of 2d Battalion from July 25 to August 13, 1936. In his early time with the regiment, he served for a bit as the supply officer (S-4). Major Cota then spent from August 14 to September 12, 1936, running the rifle instruction at Camp Perry, Ohio. He then returned to Plattsburgh Barracks until his reassignment in July 1938.


  The drumbeats of war began to take shape when the Japanese Empire attacked China on July 7, 1937. The Japanese initiated hostilities with a clash with Chinese near Peiping in North China. Although the U.S. civilian populace held an isolationist opinion, the military clearly realized the danger around America in the world.


  Major Cota continued to excel as an officer. On June 30, Colonel Thomas L. Crystal, 26th Infantry, rated him as “truly superior.” He wrote that Cota was “an officer of fine character with outstanding military ability. A serious student of the military well qualified to plan for and to effect the best results. Most dependable and a distinct asset to any commander as well as giving every indication of inherent command ability. He had served the unit as Regimental Supply Officer, Summary Court and Investigating Officer, and Plans and Training Officer.” Accolades continued to pour in concerning Cota’s performance and demeanor, as he was responsible for training active-duty, reserve, and National Guard soldiers alike as the various units activated and trained with the 26th Infantry. One example of praise came in a letter to Cota’s superiors from the 389th Infantry, part of the New York Army National Guard.



   HEADQUARTERS 389TH INFANTRY


   Plattsburg Barracks, N.Y.


  August 14, 1937


  Colonel Thomas L. Crystal


  Commanding 26th Infantry


  Plattsburgh Barracks, N.Y.


  Dear Colonel Crystal:


  The active duty training period of this command draws to a close and we return to an inactive duty status for another fifty weeks.


  We do not feel that justice would be done by us to various principal instructors of your command without a word of comment from the regimental commander before departing.


  Through you, the officers of the 389th Infantry, as a unanimous body, wish to express to Major Norman D. Cota, 26th Infantry, the satisfaction they feel for the superior quality of instructions, lectures and demonstrations planned and executed under his direction, despite greatly reduced personnel.


  The thought through this command is that due to the detailed military knowledge of Major Cota and his clean cut, plain and painstaking methods, every officer present leaves this camp with a better understanding of the subjects covered than has been the case in any previous camp.


  Very sincerely yours,


  Franklin A. Loomis,


  Colonel, 389th Infantry,


  Commanding




  On June 30, 1938, Colonel T. L. Crystal, CO, 26th Infantry, wrote Cota a commendation. In it is a notation of outstanding performance. It states,



   You occupied key positions S-3 and S-4 in the Regimental and Post organizations, as well as other important duties, and in addition assisted me as a most valuable intelligent, understanding and able advisor. You are aware of our close relations: of my confidence and trust in you, and the high regard I have in your ability, judgment and loyalty. I know of no other officer more and very few as capable generally, and particularly in the duties of S-3 as yourself. I wish to emphasize your own marked ability in all tactical and field work, as an instructor and as one of the most able Regimental staff officers I have known. You likewise have demonstrated outstanding command ability. . . . Your efforts here have entered largely into my success I have had in this command. For all these things please accept my thanks and appreciation.




  In his final efficiency report from the 26th Infantry, Major Cota was noted as “the best S-3 I know. A keen analytical student, staff officer and commander. Outstanding as an instructor in training; in tactical operations. Honest and direct, devoid of pretense or sham. Loyal, willing, most industrious and cheerful. Participates in all activities with profit to them. Utterly Dependable.”


  On September 15, 1938, Major Cota was ordered to report back to the Command and General Staff School as an instructor at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. By this time, young Norman Cota Jr. had decided on a course to follow his father’s example to serve, and decisions were made to place him in a private boarding school with hopes to enable him to enter the USMA, which he ultimately did. Young Ann, the older of the two children, traveled to attend the University of Kansas at Lawrence. While there, she met and married Thomas Morris, an ROTC cadet.


  German troops marched into neighboring Austria on March 12, 1938, and they annexed the German-speaking nation for the Third Reich. Adolf Hitler’s Germany then invaded Poland at 4:45 a.m. on September 1, 1939. A force on the order of 1.5 million German troops marched on Poland all along its 1,750-mile border with German-controlled territory. The German Luftwaffe bombed Polish airfields, and German warships and U-boats attacked Polish naval forces in the Baltic Sea at the same time.


  As the war in Europe and in the Pacific escalated and nations fell, the U.S. military entered into the final years of careful peace, but with an anticipation of war. The officers and enlisted men of the armed forces became increasingly aware of the perils now all around them and made final preparations as best they could under “peacetime” conditions. The utter ferocity and speed with which the Germans and Japanese conquered their opponents alarmed the military all the way up to the top, to President Roosevelt.


  On June 30, 1940, Major Cota’s efficiency report from the assistant commandant of the Command and General Staff School stated he was an “excellent officer. An energetic, sincere, unassuming, enthusiastic and willing officer of high value to the Service.” Cota was promoted to lieutenant colonel, infantry, C&GS, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, on July 1, 1940. He remained at Leavenworth until October 30, 1940, when he received his next set of orders. This excellent officer and growing master tactician was to be sent to where his expertise was most needed at the moment: “The Big Red One” (whose unit patch is shown in figure 2.8).
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  The War Department issued Special Orders No. 257 on October 30, 1940, approved by Army Chief of Staff George C. Marshall. The War Department relieved Lieutenant Colonel Cota from assignment and duty as an instructor at the C&GS and assigned him to the 1st Division, Fort Hamilton, New York. He was ordered to proceed to that station and to report to the commanding general for assignment. Colonel T. L. Crystal, General Staff Corps, chief of staff of Headquarters, 1st Division, Fort Hamilton, New York, issued Special Orders No. 230 on November 15, 1940. These orders assigned Cota to the 18th Infantry at Fort Hamilton and then further attached him for temporary duty with the 16th Infantry, Fort Jay. He became the executive officer of the regiment until March 1941.


  “The Big Red One” was constituted on May 24, 1917, as part of the regular army. It was organized on June 8 at Fort Jay. Its men were the first to deploy to Europe, and then on October 23, 1917, they fired the first American shell at the Germans. They fought hard, and their combat operations ended with the November 11, 1918, armistice. The division was at Sedan, France, representing the farthest American penetration of the war. It was the first unit to cross the Rhine into occupied Germany. Just before World War II, on January 8, 1940, the 1st Division had adopted a new peacetime TO&E in preparation for war. This included the new army “triangularization” structure of a division composed of three regiments and other assigned units. The thought behind the new structure was to have two of the regiments in combat at a time, while the third stood in reserve to the frontline forces, allowing for swifter and more fluid movement on the battlefield. The World War I model of a division was to have a square structure consisting of four regiments in two brigades. The authorized strength of this structure was 9,057 officers and enlisted men. The 1st Division reorganized again on November 1, 1940, adding more units such as a reconnaissance troop and two field artillery regiments, with a total authorized strength of 15,245 soldiers.14


  The army brass decided that they wanted to bring the entire division together as one unified organization in order to fully train and prepare the men for what might come next. The War Department decided that Fort Devens, Massachusetts, would fit the bill in terms of the needs of the full division. Fort Devens was a sizable post forty miles west of Boston. The post was large enough to house the entire division. On February 5, 1941, Lieutenant Colonel Cota was detailed as a member of the General Staff Corps and assigned to general staff with troops assigned to Headquarters, 1st Division, at Fort Devens (as seen in figure 2.9). Lieutenant Colonel Cota’s February 21 efficiency report from the 16th Infantry, covering from November 18, 1940, to February 16, 1941, rated him as an “exceptionally capable, energetic and efficient officer. He is alert, observant, and ready and willing to act should occasion demand. He has plenty of force.” On March 11, 1941, Lieutenant Colonel Cota, General Staff Corps


 
[image: Figure 2.9. U.S. Army, Fort Devens, Massachusetts (U.S. Army).]




  

  

  

  

  

 
[image: Figure 2.10. Early Carolina Maneuvers operations, November 16, 1941 (U.S. Army, Center of Military History [CMH]).]




  

  

 
[image: Figure 2.11. Later Carolina Maneuvers operations, November 18, 1941 (U.S. Army, CMH).]





   



 
[image: Figure 2.12. Final engagements, Carolina Maneuvers operations, November 27, 1941 (U.S. Army, CMH).]




  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


   



  


[image: Figure 2.13. 1st Infantry Division invasion at Oran, Morocco (November 8–10, 1942) (U.S. Army, CMH).]




  

  

 
[image: Figure 2.14. Christmas 1942 recommendation of Colonel Cota by Major General Allen (Tom Morris).]




  

  


   



  


   

  

  

  

  

  



  

 
   

   

  

  

  

  

  
   




APPENDIX I1984 Letter to President Reagan and Congressional Response to Mr. Al Dogan for Cota MOH Upgrade
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  APPENDIX II Congressional Request Letter for Cota DSC Upgrade to MOH
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  APPENDIX III Letters of Support for BG Cota MOH Upgrade
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It appears to me that you have a unique opportunity to memoralize
General Cota's heroic accomplishments and his dedication to duty by
publically awarding him in the name of Congress at the 40th anniversary
celebration on June 6, 1984 the Medal of Honor posthumously. If he
were living, I am sure he would have accepted it only in recognition
of the sacrifices of the thousands of men who served under him on
D-Day and all the other battles which he gallantly led before and

after the Normandy Invasion.

It is noted that Gen. Teddy Roosevelt got his Medal of Honor
for the Utah Beach landing which General Omar Bradley described
saying in his recent book published in 1983, "Utah Beach was a

icce of cake,” He went on to say, "Omaha Beach however was a
nightmare, Even now it brings pain to recall what happened there
on June 6, 1944, I have returned many times to honor the valiant
men who died on that beach. They should never be forgotten. Nor
should those who lived to carry the by the slimmest of margins.
Every man who set foot on Omaha Beach that day was a hero. (umL-'rscogége a)

It is ironic that the landing on Utah Beach which was "a piece
of cake" warranted a Medal of Honor for General Roosevelt but the
leadership of General Cota, who saved the day and the success of the
invasion by wnscrambling under merciless enemy fire the "nightmare”
of the more importantOmamBeach has not been o recognized.

France, Belgium, and Luxembourg each awarded him their Croix
de Guerre and the British bestowed high honors with its Distinguished
Service Order.

If you want more information on General Norman D. Cota, (under
whom I served in Huertgen Forest and the Battle of the Bulge but
did not meet until 197D I have collected a vast amount of data on
this soldiers' soldier and would be happyto share it with you.

Respectfully yours,

12220 Droper
Dert W. Dog:

Ex-Pvt. 15303738 AUS
“C" Co. 109th Regiment
28th Infantry Division
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StATE OF KANSAS

CarmroL Bunoma.
Roow 241 Soumt
Torsxa, KS 66612

Proxe: (785) 296-3232

‘GovERNOR JEFF COLYER, M.D.

August 21,2018

The Honorable Pat Roberts

Frank Carlson Federal Office Building
444 SE Quincy - Room 392

Topeka, KS 66683

Dear Senator Roberts:

As Governor of the State of Kansas, | endorse the consideration of an upgrade of Major General
Norman Daniel “Dutch” Cota's previously earned United States Army Distinguished Service
Cross to a posthumously eared Congressional Medal of Honor. Major Cota honorably served
our nation during both World Wars.

The courage and leadership Major General Cota displayed throughout his military career
certainly marks him as an American hero. His extraordinary selfless acts on Omaha Beach
reflects a man of outstanding character, one committed to a life that protects the lives of
others. It is with great honor that | stand with the family of Major General Cota asking for
consideration to further honor the Major with the Congressional Medal of Honor.

Sincerely,

o —

frer, M.D.
Governor
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HRAIQUARTERS 187 INPANTRY WVISION
AP0 #1, U 8. Army

Decemder 25, 1942

SUBJEC?; Recommeadation of Colamel Norman D, Oota, O-5264, 6SC,
for promoticn to Brigedier Gemeral.

10 4 Commadizg Gesersl, Allied Yorce Headquarbers.

THROOGH: Commnding Gessrl, IT Corpas

1. Colonel Normna D. Cota bas served under me as Chisf of Staff of
the Piret Infantry Division sines Juse 2, 39L2.

2, This Division received a lebter of comendation from Gensral
Ge C. Mardiall, dated Awgust 27, 1942, through the Commnding Gemeral,
Respitn Theater of Operations, becauss of the exemplary fashion in which
movenest was condusted from the staging ares in New York, through the
nm 1n Sootland, %o its station in Eagland, I attribute this acoomplishe
went very largely to the work of Colamel Cota as Chief of Staff,

3. In the operations of the Center Task Force in North Africe oo
Novesber Oth = 10th, the First Infantry Division successfully accomplished
overy missicn sesigaed 1t. Again I attridute the sucoess of the Division
largely to Colomel Cota, because of his skillful planniag and coordination
of the multiple detaile involwed. Because of his dspendability, resource-
fulness and comnan sense and becauss of the thorough coafidence of all
slemeats of the Division in him as Culef of Stff, I was enabled to be
absent from the Division Commmad Post mush of the tine, when Wy presence
wen nesded with froat line unite.

L. Colamel Cota has scasistently eshidited superior Judgmest,

ability and leadership, oqual capable in both commnd and staff
functioning, Be 4e an officer of the highest pereanal integrity and is
intensely loyal.

5. The promotion of commaders, who have demmetrated their ability
oo the battlefisld, is more readily obtained than the prowoticn of etaff
officers umder 1ike oonditiens, Kevortheless, I agaia urgently rescmend
Colanel Cota for pramotion to the grede of Brigadier Gecersl, becsuse of
Bie demonstrated socemplishuents on the battlefisld,

A;/ Terry Allen

TREY ALLEX

Major Gemersl, Us 8. Army
Commnitng

A TETE QOPYs

st *
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ALBERT W. DOGAN
Certified Public Accountant

May 15, 1984

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D. C.

In re: Your upcoming trip to Normandy, France;
(D-Day + 40 ‘sears)

Dear Mr. President:

It has_come to my attention through various newspaper articles
that you will be traveling to Normandy, France to meet with French
President, Francois Mitterrand on June 6, 1984 to commemorate the
fortieth anniversary of the D-Day invasion by dedicating a
memorial on Utah Beach to the honor of the American soldiers who
participated in the June 6, 1944 invasion in that sector.

I have been researching for the past dozen years and more the
life and war experiences of one of the greatest, unsung hero's on
D-Day and in the whole European phase of World War II, His name is
General Norman D. Cota who among many other major achievements was

Irst general To land on Omana Beach with the first troops at
the crack of dawn on June 6, 1944, Many authorities consider his
personal exploits and leadership on Omaha Beach to be the difference
between success and failure of the whole Omaha assault.

I hope to live long enough to do what he would not do for him-
self which is to honor him with a biography that will do justice to
his historic World War II career not only on the Normandy Beaches
but all his heroic actions before and after that day i. e. African
Invasion, Invasion of Sicily, COSSACK, St. Lo, Mortain, Falais Gap,
Liberation of Paris, Huertgen Forest, Battle of the Bulge, and the
Liberation of Strasbourg. In each of these actions he and his
various infantry units were *front and center.” In the Battle of
the Bulge his 2Bth Infantry Division held off nine German Divisions
for four days in front of Bastogne to allow the 10lst Airbourne
Division to arrive from Paris by truck to take up defensive positions.
By accomplishing this delay, the whole Hitler time schedule was so
upset that the enemy surprise attack was doomed to complete failure.

Enclosed with this letter are only a few citations from
published works which I would hope would help you appreciate the
significant and great accomplishments of this valorous man who
willingly risked his life to perform many acts of outstanding
bravery in the presence of the enemy in the front lines in a most
gallant manner “above and beyond the call of duty.”

Tolophone: (219) 462-3551 « 1307 Forest Park Avenue * Valparaiso, Indiana 46383
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Boe DoLE

August 10,2018

Dear Secretary Esper,

1 am writing to respectfully request that the Army review
the heroic actions of Brigadier General Norman Cota to
posthumously bestow upon him the Medal of Honor.

General Cota’s tremendous valor on D-Day is well
documented. His steady and strategic leadership — undaunted
by surrounding enemy fire s widely believed to have been
instrumental in the ultimate outcome and success of the D-Day
landings on Omaha Beach.

Upon reviewing his impressive record of service, T
believe the actions and achicvements of this true American hero
certainly deserve careful consideration with respect to the
Medal of Honor criteria.

I appreciate your time and consideration of this matter.
Thanks for all you continue to do on behalf of our nation’s
finest service branch.

God Bless America,

BOB DOLE J‘\
The Honorable Mark Esper
Secretary

Department of the Army
101 Army Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20310
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COMITE DU DEBARQUEMENT
DDAY CO

August 12,2018

Senator Pat Roberts
Washington, D.C. Office

109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-1605
Attention: Ms. Lauren Stockwell

Dear Senator Roberts,

We have come (o understand from some of our American contacts that your office leads
efforts for the process of consideration of an upgrade of the Distinguished Service Cross of
General Norman D. Cota for exceptional valor he exhibited on June 6, 1944 at Omaha
beach and Vierville sur Mer to the Congressional Medal of Honor.

On behalf of the board and members of the “Comité du Debarquement”, founded in 1945
and representative of allthe French towns and people included in the S landing beaches, we
offer this heartfelt letter of support for these efforts.

The exploits of General Cota and the 29 Infantry Division are well known here, as the
efforts of these men ended the tyrannical rule of the German Nazi regime here. Along with
your American soldicrs, many of our citizens paid a heavy toll for liberty during the war.
Seventy-five years later, our town and the surrounding areas still bear witness to the
ferocity of that day. Several thousand graves and other memorials to the liberating forces
are scattered throughout our region. From the General’s heroic breakout on the beach, and
his utterance of the American Ranger slogan Rangers Lead the Way!, to liberation of our
fair town, he exemplified courage, and we fully support your efforts to honor him and his
men.

If we can be of any assistance in your efforts, please let us know. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 0033673594732, email
jml.debarquement@orange.fr

Sincerely,

Jean-Mare Lefranc
Chairman

Former member of the French
" Parliament

Legion of Honor

Ranger Hall of Fame Inductee

4 RUE DU BIENVENU - B.P. 43402 - 14404 BAYEUX CEDEX
I 0231920026 : 02 31 22 11 35 1 counrie! - ol debarquement@orange.fr
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Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20510

August 9,2018

The Honorable Mark Esper
Secretary

Department of the Army
101 Army Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20310

Dear Secretary Esper,

We write to respectfully request that you review the heroic actions of Brigadier General Norman
“Duteh” Cota on D-day to elevate his previously awarded Distinguished Service Cross to the
nation’s highest military award, the Medal of Honor. On June 6", 1944, General Cota of the 29
Infantry Division landed on Omaha beach and through his gallant leadership contributed to the
suceess of that operation. Through historical investigations and eye-witness testimony it is
believed that his actions warrant this recognition.

‘We request that this case be reviewed, and in accordance with Section 1130 of Title 10, U.S.
Code. ask that General Cota be considered to posthumously receive the Medal of Honor.

Attached you will find declassified documents that include supporting evidence of General
Cota’s heroic achievements.

Please send your response to my District office, 444 SE Quincy, Room 392, Topeka, KS, 66683.
‘Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.

Sincerely,

éa‘ Roberts Jerry Viorln

United States Senator United States Senator
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United States Representative

Ron Estes
United States Representative

Aeten

Darren Soto
United States Representative

Ha fodo

Kevin Yoder
United States Representative

WOl

Roger Marshall, M.
United States Representative
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République Frangaise

MAIRIE DE VIERVILLE-SUR-MER Y
14710

OMAHA-BEACH CALVADOS

Antoine de Bellaigue
Maire
Vie:

e, France

August 12,2018

Senator Pat Roberts

Washington, D.C. Office

109 Hart Senate Office Building

‘Washington, DC 20510-1605
Atention: Ms. Lauren Stockwell

Dear Senator Roberts,

We have come to understand from some of our American contacts that your office leads efforts
for the process of consideration of an upgrade of the Distinguished Service Cross of General
Norman D. Cota for exceptional valor he exhibited on Junc 6, 1944 at Vierville-sur-Mer to the
Congressional Medal of Honor.

On behalf of the citizens of Vierville-sur-Mer, in the department of Calvados of the French
region of Basse-Normandic, we offer this heartfelt letter of support for these efforts.

The exploits of General Cota and the 29% Infantry Division are weil known here, as the efforts of
these men ended the tyrannical rule of the German Nazi regime here. Along with your American
soldiers, many of our citizens paid a heavy toll for liberty during the war. Seventy-five years
later, our town and the surrounding arcas sill bear witness to the ferocity of that day.  Several
thousand graves and other memorials to the liberating forces are scattered throughout our region.
From the General’s heroie breakout on the beach, and his utterance of the American Ranger
slogan Rangers Lead the Wayl, to liberation of our fair town, he exemplified courage, and we
fully support your cfforts to honor him and his men.

If we can be of any assistance in your efforts, please let us know. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me at 0033670271036 or at antoine.de-bellaigue@orange.fr.

Sincerely,

Antoine e Bellaigue

Téléphone : 0231224266 Fax:0231213857
Horairas d'ouverture  lundi et vendredi ce 100304 12h
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Congress of the Lnited States T

i House of Representatives oot e
PSR AWashington, B.C. 20515 ==
AT maT
gl August 27, 1984 Cooumun coumiacn.
AR e

Mr. Al Dogan
1307 Forrest Park Avenue
Vvalparaiso, Indiana 46383

Dear Mr. Dogan:

It has been brought to my attention that you have been in touch
with my district office relative to your letter addressed to
President Reagan calling for special recognition for General
Norman D. Cota. It is my understanding that although your
correspondence was sent in May, you have not yet received a
reply from the White House.

Upon contacting the White House correspondence office in your
behalf, it was learned that I must be able to provide the date
the letter was written (in addition to the subject material
which I already have) in order for that office to determine if
your letter was received. I would therefore appreciate it if
you could provide me with the approximate date your letter was
mailed. Upon its receipt, I will again contact the White House,
and I have been assured a reply will be sent if they are able to
locate your letter.

I am pleased to have this opportunity to be of assistance, and I
will be looking forward to hearing from you in the near future.

With best wishes, I am
sincerely,

Rl 0o

Elwood H. "Bud" Hillis
Member of Congress
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