
Living Like Jesus, Part 2

His Mother, Followers, Holy Spirit, The Evil One, His Light, His Words, This World 

[image: A watercolor of a person with long hair

Description automatically generated]

––––––––

Copyright © 2024

By

Fernando Davalos

All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means; electronic, mechanical, or otherwise, other than for “fair use”, without the written consent of the author.


Table of Contents

Copyright Page

Living Like Jesus, Part 2 His Mother, Followers, Holy Spirit, The Evil One, His Light, His Words, This World

Index

Jesus loved dearly His mother and took care of her.

Jesus had followers.

Jesus was full of the holy spirit.

Jesus knew who Satan is and what he is doing in this world.

Jesus was light in a dark world.

Jesus words have power.

Jesus was in the world, but He was not of the world.

Jesus shook off the dust of His feet, and walked away from the towns that did not receive Him.

Sign up for Fernando Davalos's Mailing List

Also By Fernando Davalos

[image: A person standing on a path with a stick

Description automatically generated]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Index


[image: ]


Jesus loved dearly His mother and took care of her

Jesus had followers

Jesus was full of the holy spirit 

Jesus knew who Satan is and what he is doing in this world

Jesus was light in a dark world

Jesus words have power 

Jesus was in the world, but He was not of the world

Jesus shook off the dust of His feet, and walked away from the towns that did not receive Him

[image: A painting of a person and person

Description automatically generated]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Jesus loved dearly His mother and took care of her.

[image: ]


“Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved standing near, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son!’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother!’ And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home”.

John 19:25-27, RSV2CE.

The role of women in the upbringing and well-being of men in our world can never be overestimated. It is fundamental, and this became very clear through the education and nurturing that the infant Jesus received from His mother Mary of Nazareth during His childhood.

Afterwards, and even when Jesus was a mature and fully developed son of God, it was Mary His mother -who rarely appears speaking in the four gospels- the one who gave the starting signal for her son’s ministry on this earth during the marriage at Cana in Galilee, and even on spite of Jesus rebuttal of her words ‘there is no wine’, -[saying]- “O woman, what have you to do with me? My hour has not yet come. [She], His mother, [simply] said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you” (John 2:3-6, RSV2CE). And her son obeyed. And the accomplishment of His Father’s business started that day, through the mediation of Mary’s maternal authority (stpaulcenter.com).

Saint John Paul II affirmed that “God's saving plan which is revealed in creation attributes equal dignity and worth to women, but it also affirms the uniqueness of the gift of femininity. The model represented by Mary dearly shows what is specific to the feminine personality. Feminine authority is meant to lead men to fulfill what it means for them to be masculine and to fulfill the specific tasks and responsibilities with which they are entrusted in the order of creation and redemption”(Saint John Paul II, Mary Shed Light on the Role of Women. ewtn.com).

Several academic studies portray some characteristics about the importance of women's education and nurturing their children through their infancy, with love and understanding; let's see some:

Hollenstein, Tighe, and Lougheed (2017) in their paper Emotional Development in the Context of Mother-Child Relationships affirmed that “children's emotional development is primarily directed by mother-child emotional processes, and that mother-child relationships impact emotion development. Also, they added that caregiver sensitivity to ‘infants’ distress is a well-established factor of emotional development” (Current Opinion in Psychology, 17, 140-144).

In the academic paper, Affective Quality of The Mother-Child Relationship: Longitudinal Consequences for Children's School-Relevant Cognitive Functioning, Estrada, Arsenio, Hess, and Holloway (1987) wrote: “Our findings suggest that affective relationships may influence cognitive growth. The affective quality of the mother-child relationship when the child was 4 years of age was significantly correlated with mental ability, school readiness, and school achievement “(Developmental Psychology, 23(2), 210–215).

“Higher maternal school involvement in their children's education was related to higher child achievement if the mother and child shared a warm relationship, was among the research findings of Simpkins, Weiss, McCartney, Kreider, and Dearing (2006), and they concluded that child outcomes associated with family educational involvement in the school vary based on the positive nature of the mother-child relationship”(Mother-Child Relationship as a Moderator of the Relation Between Family Educational Involvement and Child Achievement, Parenting, 6:1, 49-57).

“In particular, the tie formed in the earlier years between mother and child will affect the personality creation and social relations in the period of adolescence and adulthood. Successful relations of the child, and unconditioned love and trust that will be built with his mother is known to be the basis of their future life”, maintained Fatma Tezel Sahin (2015) in her academic paper Mother-Child Relation and Factors Affecting This Relation. She affirmed that “the basis of a healthy mother-child relation depends on an infancy period starting with the process of pregnancy and going on with physical contact and nutrition after birth. Mother’s feeding of her baby, [and] her care and preparation for life, creates love and a feeling of trust at [in a] child. When the child becomes an adult, he will guide his life with these two basic feelings. In this circle where enough support is given to the child, the qualities of the discipline and education given by the mother are positive” (International Journal of Sports Culture and Science, 2(3), 79-88).  

How is the emotional development, and cognitive functioning of infants in our world today? How involved are mothers in their schooling, and what is the current nature -positive or negative- in the tie of the earlier years between mother and child?

With the kind of world in which we are living today, raising children in a loving environment where they can become good citizens of our world is becoming increasingly difficult, and this is affecting the deep core of a healthy society.

Is this the fault of our mothers these days? Certainly not. A good number of them are separated, divorced, or living as single mothers trying to make ends meet the best way they can with a poor or non-existent support from their former partners or husbands, and they have to be away from their homes most of the time in the workplace making a living to support their children.

The current cultural crisis, however, is merely symptomatic of a deep-seated spiritual crisis that continues to gnaw at the foundations of our once-shared societal values (Andreas J. Köstenberger, David W. Jones, 2004. God, Marriage, and Family: Rebuilding the Biblical Foundation. crossway.org).

Joel Hilliker and Stephen Flurry (2009) in their article The War Against Family. Why to fight it -how to win it! expressed concern stating that ‘We are at war”. The authors continued: ‘Making matters worse, a deafening chorus of politicians, activists, psychologists, and entertainers maintain that husbands and fathers are unnecessary for the overall health and well-being of society. Wives, meanwhile, have largely abandoned their most important duties at home- being a supportive helpmeet and loving mother. Caring for children while Dad is at work is no longer the primary responsibility for most mothers. As a consequence, children are largely left to themselves—growing up without proper, godly direction or a clear code of ethics upon which they can build their future families’ (Philadelphia Trumpet, September 2009 issue. thetrumpet.com).

Our entire culture, too macho and too technical, easily forgets its primitive feminine foundation. Individually, men are quick to acknowledge how much they owe to women, be they mothers or wives. But our civilization, dominated almost exclusively by men, is not willing to do the same, which undoubtedly reveals its one-sidedness and its delusion” (Von Balthasar, 1988, Mary Today, Ed. Encuentro, pp.5-71). Parents should help their children, by word and example, to cultivate the spirit and attitude suitable for home and family. They should believe in their children, nurture them, and give them guidance, confidence, and hope. Mothers of families: Make Mary your model. Children: love, honour and obey your parents, as Jesus loved, honoured, and obeyed Mary and Joseph (Femi Adeogun, 2023. The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. ibadanarchdiocese.org). In his book, Mary Through the Centuries: Her Place in the History of Culture, Jaroslav Pelikan (1998), maintained that “The Mother of Jesus has been more of an inspiration to more people than any other woman who ever lived, and she remains so, even in this century in which secularism is a dominant force. Full of sanctifying grace, full of love, full of faith, full of prayer, always aware, and always obedient to God. Mary managed to overcome her fear in a violent and unfair world such as ours, and was able to connect with her Divinity. With these spiritual tools, the author concluded- she became the gracious and loving mother of Jesus, and her first disciple”(pp.2,9).

Having taken refuge so many times in her loving arms, Jesus of Nazareth’s love for her beautiful mother knows no boundaries, and He knows how lucky He is, and how much His Heavenly Father loves Him by having placed Him in this fallen world under the loving tutelage of this beautiful human being (Davalos, 2019, Full of Grace. A Short Reflection on the New Eve, p.8).
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“Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ”.
1 Corinthians, 11:1, RSV2CE.

A Christian disciple is a believer who follows Christ and then offers his imitation of Christ as a role model for others. There are many ways to proclaim the gospel of Jesus and His teachings to our world, and one of them is through our example of life (Davalos, 2024, Living Like Jesus Part 1, pp.3,9).

One of the best examples of this individual and very personal imitation of Christ is found in the life of the apostle Paul of Tarsus, whose dedication, intellectual and creative brilliance generated and continue to generate many followers to his teachings due to the attractive and illuminating nature of his message, even among scholars and researchers of the New Testament. Paul has become a very clear path to understand and follow the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Saint Paul, thanks to his effort and personal purification, received many truths inspired by his holy spirit and sent to his heart by Jesus Himself, and his testimony have made him the undisputed and most important herald of the teachings of the resurrected Christ.

So, we have an uplifting example to follow. To offer our very personal imitation of Christ through our lives. If successful, we will begin to have some followers to our particular worldview of the life and teachings of Christ, provided we work daily on our purification and release of our fallen nature just as Paul of Tarsus, the apostle did, to allow the light
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