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"Chrono-Lapse Melody" is a story about the intertwined lives of three teenagers brought together by their shared passion for music. It explores themes of love, loss, and the courage to chase one's dreams against the backdrop of the vibrant and competitive local music scene.
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Panel 1: A full-page spread of a packed, dimly lit live house. The crowd is a sea of enthusiastic faces, all focused on the stage.

Panel 2: Close-up on KAITO, his eyes closed, fingers flying across the fretboard of his electric guitar. Sweat drips from his temple. The caption reads: Music is the only way I can truly speak.

Panel 3: A wider shot of the stage, revealing REN on drums, a blur of motion and concentration, and another band member on bass. The energy is electric.
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Panel 1: The song ends. The crowd erupts in cheers. Kaito opens his eyes, a faint, almost sad smile on his lips.

Panel 2: Backstage, Ren hands Kaito a bottle of water.

REN: You were on fire tonight.

KAITO: (Takes a long drink) Just trying to keep up with you.

Panel 3: Ren's expression is serious.

REN: Are you thinking about her again?

Panel 4: Kaito's smile fades. He looks away, his long hair obscuring his face.

KAITO: Always.
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Panel 1: The next day, at a bustling high school. YUNA is at her desk, headphones on, lost in a notebook filled with lyrics. ERI leans over her shoulder.

ERI: (Excitedly) Yuna! Did you hear? Ephemeral Echo is playing at the Battle of the Bands next month!

Panel 2: Yuna jumps, startled, pulling off her headphones.

YUNA: R-really? That's amazing!

ERI: We have to go! I bet Kaito will be incredible!

Panel 3: Yuna blushes slightly, tucking a strand of hair behind her ear.

YUNA: (Softly) Yeah... incredible.
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Panel 1: After school, Yuna walks past a music studio. She hears a hauntingly beautiful guitar melody drifting out.

Panel 2: She peeks through the window and sees Kaito, alone, playing a gentle, melancholic tune. His expression is vulnerable, a stark contrast to his stage persona.

Panel 3: Yuna clutches her notebook to her chest, captivated.
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Panel 1: Days later, at the same music studio. Ephemeral Echo is rehearsing. They're struggling with a new song.

KAITO: (Frustrated) It's not right. The lyrics... they're empty.

REN: We've been at this for hours. Maybe we need a break.

Panel 2: At that moment, Yuna, who has been working up the courage to enter, accidentally trips and stumbles into the studio, her notebook flying open and scattering pages of lyrics.

YUNA: I-I'm so sorry!

Panel 3: Kaito, annoyed, turns to scold her, but then he sees the lyrics on the floor. He picks one up.
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Panel 1: Kaito's eyes widen as he reads the lyrics.

KAITO: (To himself) "A melody caught in a chrono-lapse, a memory I can't outrun..."

Panel 2: He looks up at Yuna, a new light in his eyes.

KAITO: Who wrote this?

YUNA: (Timidly) I... I did.

Panel 3: Ren watches them, a thoughtful expression on his face.
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