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    DEDICATION
 
To all the celebrities, in or out of uniform, that spend time supporting troops and civilians during war times.   They all need to be remembered. 
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INTRODUCTION




[image: ]


Carol A. Wirth first started gathering Celebrity military names along with mini biographies to add as a bonus section in A Timeline for Robert Fuller Fans 2.  She also included several sections about the military in her final volume in THE WORLD OF YOUR ANCESTORS – GENERAL INFORMATION – VOLUME 4.   
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She thought she could tie everything into Robert Fuller’s Korean military service and get fans to know more about people he had worked with or knew.  Since Carol A. donates a portion of her A Timeline for Robert Fuller Fans book sales to veteran’s group Wounded Warriors it was also a way to encourage fans to donate too.
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Carol A.’s curiosity and research enthusiasm took over and the size of this additional material grew until she soon realized it had to be a separate book.  She added people selling war bonds,  those on posters created, or those who truly did things to lessen the death toll of war.  

––––––––
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Many of the names included in this new book are names people will recognize but others may be new.   The main emphasis was to include film people either serving in the military and those who used their time or talents to entertain and increase morale both at home and overseas.  There are more movie and television actors and actresses then other occupations and organizations that were a part of the war effort.  

––––––––
[image: ]


Carol A.’s chose the most names tied to World War I, World War II, Korea War or soon afterward.  Although some celebrity names tied to Vietnam and more current wars are also included.  Several celebrities participated in more than one war so each war’s experiences are listed separately vs. all background details listed in one chapter.  
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With rare exception, mini bios contain only military service or their activities celebrities did to support the war effort and veterans.  Based on the author’s favorites and the amount of military service background found, the size of each bio varies greatly.  Some celebrities gave interviews or wrote autobiographies sharing their experiences.  
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Carol A. also included a few non-celerity entertainers, like sports figures, both veterans and non-veterans, who were directly involved in the war / wars.  Those included give readers insight into the vast scope of any war.  Some worked on secret government programs or helped fellow soldiers, boosted morale, raised funds or aided war support programs.  For Movie & TV Celebrity  Military Ties  Veterans – Entertainers Fund Raisers and More Carol A. found  some interesting, maybe forgotten or little known, information.  Each person or organization listed needs to be  remembered.  The bonus section also includes 19 politicians.  Carol A. has included 385mini  bios along with many additional names included in some bios.  Wars, then and now, impact us all.  Everyone has lost someone dear to them.  
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Celebrity names are bolded by their first name and in alphabetical order under each topic area.  Carol A. hates being called by her last name so she breaks tradition and uses celebrity first names in all bios.  If they served, performed or supported the war in more and one war, their name is cross referenced.  If other people are also included in a mini biography, that name too is bolded.  Some of these  extra bolded names are not found elsewhere but readers can research on their own.  
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During wars people of all occupations were drafted or volunteered and women who had worked at home filled in doing jobs of men in the military.  After Japan’s actions on 12/7/1941 most Americans supported the war.  Over aged men and women and even children participated in the many fund and material raising events that helped solve shortages.  U.S. government programs and individuals helped boost morale both for those left behind and military men and women far from home.  
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The author has attended many events meeting World War II survivors and has seen many re-enactment events from both World Wars.  Sadly, wars continue and the author, Carol A. Wirth, wants to make sure veterans, well known or not, are remembered.  
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A portion of each sale of every ebook or paperback is donated to The Wounded Warriors Warrior Project at 4899 Belfort Road, Suite 300, Jacksonville, FL 32256, USA. or at   https://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/ .  Readers can help today’s veterans and their families by donating to this worthy organization or another veteran’s charity of their choice.
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WORLD WAR I AMERICAN CELEBRITIES
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Carol A. Wirth has written five ebooks and paperback books that include World War I data.  Readers curious about life then can find more information in THE WORLD OF YOUR ANCESTORS – GENERAL INFORMATION – VOLUME 2 covers topics like history, religion, holidays, transportation, diet, clothing worn and influential people in the early 1900’s into the present (See About the Author chapter).
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THE WORLD OF YOUR ANCESTORS – GENERAL INFORMATION – VOLUME 3 covers topics like banking, crime, diet, education, games and toys.  It also shares courtship and marriage rituals, tells about people’s homes, occupations, clothing, religion and slang in the 1900’s to 2017.  (See About the Author chapter).
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THE WORLD OF YOUR ANCESTORS – GENERAL INFORMATION – VOLUME 4 is the final volume in this series.  It contains topics that include World War I and World War II, slang and women in the military.  (See About the Author chapter).
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THE WORLD OF YOUR ANCESTORS – DATES – VOLUME THREE continues with 1900 through 1929.  (See About the Author chapter).
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THE WORLD OF YOUR ANCESTORS – DATES – VOLUME FOUR continues with 1930 through 1949.  (See About the Author chapter).
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Carol A. had included 68 mini bios along with additional names who were tied to World War I.
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Arthur Godfrey, Broadcaster, Entertainer, World War I and World War II Celebrity

He was born Arthur Morton Godfrey and at 15 was living on his own and working as a civilian typist at Camp Merritt, New Jersey.  At 17 Arthur lied about his age and enlisted in the U.S. Navy on 2/18/1918 serving as a Fireman 2nd Class (F2c).  He was discharged from active duty on 8/9/1919 but continued in the Navy Reserve until 2/17/1922.    
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One source has him as a radio operator on destroyers serving in the U.S. Navy from 1920 until 1924.  Arthur joined the Coast Guard in 1927 and graduated from Radio Material School at the Naval Research Laboratory in 1929.  One October 5th during this time he also appeared in a local talent show broadcast in Baltimore that led to a short weekly program.  Arthur left the U.S. Coast Guard in 1930.  
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Arthur received additional radio training in the Coast Guard from 1927 to 1930. He passed a stringent qualifying examination and graduated from the Radio Materiel School at the Naval Research Laboratory in 1929.  While stationed in Baltimore, he appeared on a local talent show, which helped launch his early radio career.  (Also see him in World War II Celebrity).
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Bill “Bojangles” Robinson, Actor, Tap Dancer, Singer, World War I and World War II Celebrity

He was a well-known headliner in vaudeville and Broadway shows.  Prior to World War I Bill served with the U.S. Army in the Spanish-American War.  As a rifleman he was accidentally shot by a Second Lieutenant cleaning his gun.
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Bill entertained both Black and White troops as a part of The War Department’s series of “Liberty Theaters” at training camps with vaudeville’s Keith and Orpheum Circuits who underwrote their performances.  Bill refused any money for his work, volunteered to perform for free to thousands of White and Negroes troops.  Bill and received a commendation from the War Department in 1918.  (Also see him in World War II Celebrity)
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Busby Berkeley, Actor, World War I  Celebrity

He was a Field Artillery Lieutenant in the U.S. Army where he drilled 1,200 soldiers using complicated choreography. 
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Buster Keaton, Actor, World War I Celebrity

He was born Joseph Frank Keaton, made his motion picture The Buther Boy debut with Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle in 1917, that was released two weeks after the start of World War I.  Buster was able to complete 12 two-reel comedies with Arbuckle when he, at 22 years old,  received his draft notice on 7/24/1918 into the U.S. Army.  

––––––––
[image: ]


In 7/1918 Buster reported for duty at Camp Kearney, California and after two weeks of training Buster was transferred to Camp Mills on Long Island, New York.  Buster was a part  of the 40th Division, the 159th Infantry, Company C. on 7/24/1981.  (In 1917 The 40th Division was formed of National Guard troops from California and five other states and its nickname became The Sunshine Division). 
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Enlisted men from each company put together their own entertainment to entertain the troops and boost morale.  Buster was one of 22 in his company who became known as the 40th Division “The Sunshine Players.” They performed in barracks or YMCA huts.  Taking the idea from a vaudeville show he had seen Buster performed his “My snake dance”.  He was  dressed as an -Egyptian dancer with Theo “snake” about as long as a link sausage.  (This dance routine was so popular the top military brass kept Buster in France long after his fellow buddies were shipped home after the war ended 11/11/1918. He later performed this act in the film The Hollywood Revue of 1929).  
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Buster, on the HMS Otranto, arrived in Liverpool, England for more training before being sent to his base camp in France.  Troops traveled for days in overcrowded boxcars.  World War I war conditions were very bad.  There were food shortages and inadequate housing.  Buster later recalled experiences like sleeping in circular tents with our feet in the center and our heads close to the drafts from outside or for seven months in France sleeping every night but one on the ground, on the floor of mills, barns and stables. Buildings were drafty and Buster got a cold which left him with a hearing loss.  Superiors had to shout order and he couldn’t  sentry’s commands.
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Buster’s military records show from 11/1918 Buster he was in Nerondes, Somme Saleux near Amiens, Salouel, La Mans, the Hotel Brighton in Paris, Cadillac near Bordeaux before leaving Bordeaux Embarkation Camp No.2. and sailing  U.S.S. Luckenback.  Buster arrived back in Brooklyn, New York on 4/5/1919 and went to several hospitals and was discharged 4/19/1929.  Buster arrived home in Los Angels, California 5/6/1919.  
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(The ship he used in his 1924 classic, The Navigator, was a former World War I troopship that was stationed in the same port that Buster shipped out of in France).  His war experiences also helped him in the 1926 Civil War film “The General”.  In 12/1951 Buster started to hemorrhage and his doctor rushed him to a Veteran’s Hospital nearby that had the medical equipment needed to save his life.
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Charles Bickford, Actor, World War I Celebrity

He was a stoker and fireman in the U.S. Navy when a friend dared him to get a job in burlesque.  Charles was an Engineer Lieutenant during World War I. 
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Darryl F. Zanuck, Film Producer, Studio Executive, World War I Celebrity

He was born Darryl Francis Zanuc and was only 15 years old when deceived the U.S. Army recruiter.   Darryl served with the Nebraska National Guard in France during World War I. 
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Douglas Fairbank, Actor, Film Producer, Production Manager, World War I and World War II Celebrity 

He was born Douglas Elton Fairbanks Jr., and attended Military Academy in 1919.  Douglas  joined other celebrities like Charlie Chaplin and Mary Pickford in 1917 in selling war bonds via train across the U.S.  (Also see him in World War II Celebrity).
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Edward G. Robinson, Actor, World War I Celebrity 

He served in the U.S. Navy but was not overseas.
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Ethel Merman, Actress, World War I Celebrity

She sang at camp shows.
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Frank Capra, Film Director, Film Producer, Screen Writer, World War I Celebrity

He was born Francesco Rosario Capra and later became Frank Russel Capra.  After graduating from college and completing campus ROTC Frank was commissioned in the U.S. Army as a Second Lieutenant.  He taught mathematics to artillerymen at Fort Point in San Francisco, California.  Frank caught the Spanish flu and was medically discharged to return to live with his widowed mother.  (His father had died in an accident in 1916).
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George O’Brien, Actor, World War I Celebrity

He enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1917 and served on a submarine chaser.  George also volunteered to be a stretcher bearer for wounded Marines and was decorated for bravery.  
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Howard Hawks, Actor, Film Director, Film Producer, Screen Writer, World War I Celebrity

He was born Howard Winchester Hawks and joined the U.S. Army in 4/1917 after the U.S. entered World War I.  Howard served as a Lieutenant in the Aviation Section of U.S. Signal Corps teaching men how to fly.  Like many college students who joined the military during World War I he received his degree in absentia in 1918.  Before being called to active-duty Howard worked on a Cecil B. DeMille film.
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A 1973 fire destroyed Howard’s military records but Howard himself said he spent 15 weeks in basic training at the University of California in Berkeley being trained to be a Squadron Commander in the Air Force.  When Mary Pickford visited Howard at basic training, his superior officers were so impressed they promoted him to Flight Instructor sending him to Texas to teach new recruits.  He was bored and from 1/1918 through 6/1918 Howard tried to transfer out until he was relocated to Fort Monroe in Virginia.  Howard never saw active duty and after the war ended in 11/1918 was discharged as a Second Lieutenant.  (Also see Mary Pickford in World War I Celebrity).
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Humphrey Bogart, Actor, World War I and World War II Celebrity

He was born Humphrey DeForest Bogar he served in the U.S. Navy during World War I.   As a sailor he ferried troops between Europe and the U.S.  (Also see him  in World War II Celebrity).
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Jack Benny, Actor, Comic, Musician, World War I, World War II and Korean War Celebrity

He was born Benjamin Kubelsky and served in the U.S. Navy during World War I.  He entertained military personnel with his violin playing and comedy.  (Also see him in World War II and Korean War Celebrity.).
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John Boles, Actor, Singer, World War I Celebrity

He learned French as a child.  After John enlisted in the U.S. Army he went to France working as an undercover spy.  John’s spy intelligence service also occurred in Germany, Bulgaria and Turkey.  He also became a YMCA entertainer during World War I. 
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Lewis Milestone, Director, World War I Celebrity

He was born in Russian with the name of Leib Milstein.  Lewis enlisted in the U.S. Army’s Signal Corps in 1917 shortly after U.S. entered World War I.  Leib was stationed in New York City and Washington, D.C. in a photography unit.  He trained in aerial photography, assisted on training films and edited documentary combat footage.  Working with him in the Signal Corps were future Hollywood directors Josef von Sternberg and Victor Fleming and future silent movie Film Producer Jesse D. Hampton.  In 2/1919, Lewis was discharged from the army, became a U.S. citizen and legally changed his name. 
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Marie Dressler, Actress, World War I Celebrity

She was born Leila Marie Koerber, toured with other celebrities during World War I selling Liberty Bonds.  Marie also entertained via the American Expeditionary Forces and U.S. infantrymen in France named a street and a cow after her.  Marie, along with other celebrities, helped sell Liberty bonds.
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Mary Pickford, Actress, Film Producer, World War I Celebrity 

She was born in Canada Gladys Louise Smith but baptized as Gladys Marie Smith.  During World War I she promoted buying liberty bonds.  Her first bond fund-raising event was in Washington, D.C.  With her were Charlie Chaplin, Douglas Fairbanks, Marie Dressler and Theda Bara. (all can be seen individually in World War I Celebrity).   Five days about 50,000 people came to hear her speak on Wall Street.  Mary’s events including auctioning off one of her famous curls for $15,000 and kissing the American flag on camera.  After one speech in New York City, New York Mary sold about five million dollars’ worth of bonds.  
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Mary became the U.S. Navy’s official “Little Sister” and the Army named two cannons after her and made her an Honorary Colonel.  At the end of World War I, Mary wanted to create a fund to help financially needy actors.  A leftover fund from her work selling Liberty Bonds was put toward its creation and in 1921 the Motion Picture Relief Fund was officially incorporated.
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Melvin Douglas, Actor, WWI and World War II Celebrity

He was born Melvyn Edouard Hesselberg and joined the U.S. Army in 1918 as a Private during  World War I.  (Also see him in World War II Celebrity)
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Merian C. Cooper, Actor, Film Producer, World War I Celebrity

He was born Merian Caldwell Cooper (had fought against Pancho Villa in Mexico prior to becoming a pilot in the U.S. Army Air Service in 1917.  He flew DH-4 bombers and was shot down over Germany with burn injuries in 1918.  Merian was thought to be dead but was a prisoner of war until the war ended.  
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Rather than return home, Merian volunteered for relief work in Poland and co-founded the Kosciuszko Squadron after the Red Army invaded in 1919. Merian was captured by Cossacks and spent nine months as a POW before he escaped and walked over 700 miles to freedom.  He was rewarded with Poland’s highest military honor, the Virtuti Militari.
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Norman Z. MacLeod, Actor, Director, World War I Celebrity

He was born Norman Zenos McLeod and was a Fighter Pilot in the U.S. Army Air Service in France for two years during World War I.
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Pat O’Brien, Actor, World War I Celebrity

He was born William Joseph Patrick O’Brien and attended Marquette Academy in Milwaukee, Wisconsin with childhood friend and fellow actor Spencer. Tracey.  They both joined the U.S. Navy together and trained at a camp at the Great Lakes Naval Training Center.  But neither went to sea because the war ended while they were still in training.  (Also see Spencer Tracy in World War I Celebrity).
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Randolph Scott, Actor, World War I and World War II Celebrity

He was born George Randolph Scott and joined the North Carolina National Guard with buddy Andrew Harriss in 7/1917.  At 19 years old he joined the U.S. Army and trained as an Artillery Observer.  In the Spring of 1918, Randolph was in France with the 2nd Trench Mortar Battalion of the 19th Field Artillery.  Randolph and Andrew formed an observation team spending long hours in advanced shelters guiding the Allied artillery fire avoiding sniper fire and shells.
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Randolph was later sent to France fighting with the IV Corps in Toul and Thiaucourt-Regnieville.  After the Armistice of 11/11/1918, he was part of the post-war occupation of Germany as part of U.S. VI Corps.  He received his commission as a Second Lieutenant of Field Artillery in 5/1919 and departed for the United States shortly afterwards. (Also see him in World War II Celebrity.)
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Rin Tin Tin - World War I Celebrity

Lee Dunkin was a U.S. Aerial Gunner and one of the first Americans sent to France in late 1917 with the U.S. Army Air Service’s 135th Aero Squadron.  Lee took part in numerous engagements for the last year of the war, including the bloody Battle of Saint-Mihiel.  Following this engagement, he was sent forward to survey whether the small French village would make a suitable location for his unit’s airplanes. 
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On 9/15/1918, Corporal Lee Duncan walked through the bombed-out ruins of a German camp near Flirey, France. There, he found a kennel that housed military-working dogs meant for the German army. Most of the abandoned  dogs were dead, but he discovered a starving German shepherd mother with her litter of five newborn puppies less than one week old. Their eyes hadn’t even opened yet.
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Lee couldn’t leave them behind so with help from a friend, he rescued all six animals and smuggled them to his unit’s camp.  He gave the  mother and three of the litter to his fellow soldiers.  Lee kept two for himself — a male and a female — he named them Rin Tin Tin and Nanette after small arn dolls that French children made and gave to American soldiers as good luck charms.
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When the war ended in 11/1918, Lee convinced his commanding officer to help him smuggle both dogs aboard the ship returning to the United States. Once back in New York, Lee found a German shepherd breeder, Mrs. Leo Wanner, who agreed to temporarily care for the two dogs.
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In 7/1919 Nanette got pneumonia and died. Mrs. Wanner gave Lee a replacement female puppy from her own litters, which he named Nanette II.  Lee traveled with Rin Tin Tin and the new puppy to his home in Southern California by train.  After the war Rinty became a movie star saving Warner Bros. studio.

––––––––
[image: ]


Rudy Valee, Actor, Musician, Rado Host, Singer, World War I Celebrity

He was born Hubert Prior Vallée and enlisted in the U.S. Navy on 3/29/1917 in Portland, Maine, using a false birth date.  Rudy was discharged at the Naval Training Station in Newport, Rhode Island on 5/17/1917 after 41 days of active service.
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Spencer Tracy, Actor, World War I Celebrity

He was born Spencer Bonaventure Tracy and was 18 when he enlisted  in the U.S. Navy in World War I with his school mate Pat O’Brien.  They went to the Naval Training Station near Chicago, where they were still recruits-in-training when the war ended.  Spencer searched one year and was a Seaman Second Class but never went to sea and was discharged in 2/1919.   (Also see Pat O’Brien World War I Celebrity).
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Walt Disney - World War I , World War II Celebrity

He was too young to enlist in the U.S. Army but did join the Red Cross as a volunteer ambulance driver.   He saw trench warfare and experienced the horrors of war.  (Also see him in World War II Celebrity). 
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Walter Brennan, Actor, Singer, World War I Celebrity

He was born Walter Andrew Brennan and enlisted in the U.S. Army in World War I.  He served from 11/1917 to 4/1919 and was in France with the 101st Field Artillery Regiment.  His unit fought in four major offensives: Champagne-Marne, Aisne- Marne, St. Mihiel and Meuse-Argonne.  Walter survived a mustard gas attack that caused him to lose some of his teeth and injured his vocal cords changing his voice forever. 
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Walter Ruttmann, Actor, Cinematographer, Film Director, World War I Celebrity

He was drafted into the Army in 1913 and served in Darmstadt, Germany.  Shortly after the start of World War I, he was sent to the Eastern Front serving as an Artillery Lieutenant and a Gas Defense Officer.  Walter spent 1917 in a hospital treated for post-traumatic stress disorder.
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OTHER WORLD WAR I  PEOPLE DIRECTLY TIED TO THE WAR
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ASTRONAUT – WWI, WWII, KOREA 

Buzz Aldrin, , was born Edwin Eugene Aldrin Jr.  His father Edwin Eugene Aldrin Sr. was a U.S. Army aviator during World War I and the Assistant Commandant of the Army's test pilot school at McCook Field, Ohio, from 1919 to 1922, but left the Army in 1928 and became an executive at Standard Oil.

––––––––
[image: ]


Fay Ann, one of his two sisters mispronounced  "brother" as "buzzer", which was then shortened to "Buzz" (which became his legal first name in 1988).  Buzz was a Tenderfoot Boy Scout.  At Montclair High School Buzz participated in military training through ROTC and played football.  
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His father wanted him to attend the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, and 1946 enrolled him at Severn School, a preparatory school.  His father got him a Naval Academy appointment but Buzz got seasick and really wanted to fly airplanes so he convinced his father to recontact Senator Albert W. Hawkes to change the nomination to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, New York.  Buzz entered West Point in 1947 and in his first year was first in his class.  He also competed in the academy’s track and field team as a pole vaulter.
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In 1950 he traveled with a group of West Point cadets to Japan and the Philippines to study Douglas MacArthur’s military government policies.  During the trip, the Korean War broke out. On 6/5/1951, Buzz graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in mechanical engineering and being third in his class allowed him to choose his  assignment.  He chose the U.S. Air Force, now a separate service but without its own academy.  Buzz became a Second Lieutenant and had basic flight training in T-6 Texans at Bartow Air Base in Florida.
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One of his friends and classmate was Sam Johnson who later became a prisoner of war in Vietnam.  Buzz attempted a double Immelmann turn in a T-28 Trojan and suffered a grayout (vision loss) but recovered in time to pull out at about 2,000 feet avoiding a fatal crash.
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Buzz decided to fly fighters vs. bombers that his father advised.  He moved to Nellis Air Force Base in Las Vegas and learned  to fly the F-80 Shooting Star and the F-86 Sabre (his favorite of the two).  Buzz later flew the F-86, an improve version.

––––––––
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He was commissioned into the U.S. Air Force as a jet fighter pilot during the Korean War. In 12/1952, Buzz was assigned to the 16th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron, (part of the 51st Fighter-Interceptor Wing) based at Suwon Air Base, about 20 miles  south of Seoul.  His  squadron engaged in combat flights during the Korean War.  Buzz flew 66 combat missions in F-86 Sabres in Korea and shot down two MiG-15 aircraft.
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The first MiG-15 he shot down was on 5/14/1953. He was flying about 5 miles south of the Yalu River, when he saw two MiG-15 fighters below him. Buzz opened fire and surprised  one of the MiGs.  The 6/8/1953 issue of Life magazine featured Buzz’s gun camera footage showing the  enemy pilot ejecting from his damaged aircraft.
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His second victory occurred on 6/4/1953, when he was with other aircraft from the 39th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron in an attack on an airbase in North Korea.  Their newer aircraft were faster than his and he had trouble keeping up.  Buzz spotted a MiG approaching from above and they each tried to maneuver to get behind the other.  Buzz was first to do so but his gun sight jammed so Buzz manually sighted his gun and fired and immediately pulled out since he was now too low for the dogfight to continue.  Buzz saw the MiG's canopy open and the pilot eject but did not see a parachute open.  For his Korea service, Buzz was awarded two Distinguished Flying Crosses and three Air Medals.
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The Korean War had ended before Buzz’s year long tour ended in 12/1953.  He was assigned as an Aerial Gunnery Instructor at Nellis Air Force Base near Las Vegas, Nevada.  In 1954 Buzz flew  a Lockheed T-33A Shooting Star as an Instructor at Bryan Air Force Base, Texas.  In 12/1954 he was Aide-de-Camp to Brigadier General Don Z. Zimmerman, the Dean of Faculty at the new U.S. Air Force Academy, due to open in 1955. 
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Buzz also graduated from the Squadron Officer School at Maxwell Air Force Base in Alabama in  1955.  From 1956 to 1959 he flew F-100 Super Sabres with nuclear weapons as a Flight Commander in the 22nd Fighter Squadron, 36th Fighter Wing, stationed at Bitburg Air Base in West Germany.
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In 1959 Buzz earned a Doctor of Science degree in astronautics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).  In 1962 he applied to join the astronaut corps when NASA's Astronaut Group 2 was selected.  Buzz didn’t have  the required test pilot experience but hoped  an exception for be made but he was not accepted.
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In 1/1963 Buzz earned a Doctor of Science (Sc.D.) degree in astronautics.  He was assigned to the Gemini Target Office of the Air Force Space Systems Division in Los Angeles, California working with the Lockheed Aircraft Corporation.  They were trying to improve maneuver capabilities of the Agena target vehicle to be used by NASA's Project Gemini.  Buzz was then moved to the Space Systems Division's field office at NASA's Manned Spacecraft Center in Houston, Texas and became involved in integrating Department of Defense experiments into Project Gemini flights.
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On 5/15/1963, NASA announced another round of selections with new requirement of having  either test pilot experience or 1,000 hours of flying time in jet aircraft. Buzz had over 2,500 hours of flying time, of which 2,200 were in jets.  On 10/18/1963 he was chosen  to be one of  fourteen members of NASA's Astronaut Group 3 making him the first astronaut with a doctoral degree.  Combine with his expertise in orbital mechanics he was given the nickname "Dr. Rendezvous" by his fellow astronauts (not necessarily a compliment).
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Buzz completed his initial training and his field of expertise area was mission planning, trajectory analysis, and flight plans.  The 2/28/1966 deaths of the Gemini 9 prime crew, Elliot See and Charles Bassett, in an air crash meant both Jim Lovell and Buzz moved up on 6/1/966 to became the prime crew for Gemini. 
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On 11/11/1966 Gemini 12 was launched from Launch Complex 19 at Cape Canaveral in Florida, sending Jim Lovell and Buzz Aldrin into space for the first time.  As with all missions, the goal was to solve problems from the previous missions.  Changes in training and vehicle structures had occurred.  Buzz spent over five hours on extravehicular activity on his first space flight becoming the first astronaut to do a successful spacewalk.  On one of his 55-minute sessions on 11/14/1966 Buzz took photographs and conducted experiments.
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Splash down was on 11/15/1966 followed by a helicopter taking them to the aircraft carrier USS Wasp.  After the mission, Buzz’s wife found her husband depressed, something new.  During a 1966 ceremony marking the end of the Gemini program, Buzz was awarded the NASA Exceptional Service Medal by President Lyndon Johnson at his ranch. 
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On 11/20/1967 Buzz became the Lunar Module Pilot (LMP) on the backup crew for Apollo 9 along with Jim Lovell and Neil Armstrong.   Delays and design changes also changed crews.  In the morning of 7/16/1969, about one million spectators watched the launch of Apollo 11 near  Cape Canaveral, Florida.  The launch was televised live in 33 countries, with about  25 million U.S. viewers.  Millions more listened to radio broadcasts.  
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On 7/21/1969  with Command Module Pilot Michael Collins in lunar orbit, Neil Armstrong  touched the moon’s surface.  Nineteen minutes later Buzz became the second man to step down on the Moon.  A Presbyterian elder, Buzz became the first person to hold a religious ceremony on the Moon, privately taking communion (the first food and liquid consumed on the moon).  But he kept this ceremony secret because of a lawsuit over the reading of Genesis on Apollo 8.  
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A member, Buzz also carried a Masonic flag to the Moon (now in the archives of the House of the Temple in Washington, D.C.).  Neil and Buzz also left a bag containing a mission patch for the Apollo 1 flight that Ed White never flew since he died in a cabin fire during the launch rehearsal; medallions commemorating Yuri Gagarin (the first man in space who had died the previous year in a test flight accident), and Vladimir Komarov (the first man to die in a space flight), and a silicon disk etched with goodwill messages from 73 nations.  
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On 7/24/1969 they splashed down after a total flight time of  95 hours, 18 minutes, 35 seconds.  They were in quarantine for 22 days on the aircraft carrier USS Hornet.  On 8/13/1969 the three astronauts rode in ticker-tape parades in New York and Chicago with about six million people attending.  U.S. President Richard Nixon giving the Presidential Medal of Freedom (with distinction).  They attended dinners, made speeches and on 9/29/1969 left for a 38-day world tour visiting 22 countries that ended on 11/5/1969.   Other 1969 awards for the Apollo 11 crew included the Collier Trophy and the 1969 General Thomas D. White USAF Space Trophy.  The National Aeronautic Association president awarded a duplicate trophy to Michael Collins and Buzz at a ceremony.  Buzz was awarded the Air Force Distinguished Service Medal (DSM) for his role as Lunar Module pilot on Apollo 11. 
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1970 was a big year for all three astronauts when they received The NASA Distinguished Service Medal for their Apollo 11 mission and The National Space Club for the 1970 Dr. Robert H. Goddard Memorial Trophy, awarded annually for the greatest achievement in spaceflight.  They also received international Harmon Trophy for aviators and the Hubbard Medal of the National Geographic Society that both presented to them by U.S. Vice President Spiro Agnew.  They were also co-winners of the Iven C. Kincheloe award from the Society of Experimental Test Pilots along with Darryl Greenamyer (broke the world speed record for piston engine airplanes).  They also got round plaques on the Hollywood Walk of Fame for their contribution to television.  
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In 10/1970, Buzz joined Soviet cosmonauts Andriyan Nikolayev and Vitaly Sevastyanov on their tour of the NASA space centers. He helped design the Space Shuttle.  During his NASA career, he had spent 289 hours and 53 minutes in space, of which 7 hours and 52 minutes was outside.  Knowing the Apollo program was ending, Buzz returned to the Air Force on 7/1/1971.  His Air Force Colonel's uniform had five rows of ribbons and astronaut wings.  
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Buzz became Commandant of the USAF Aerospace Research Pilot School at Edwards Air Force Base, California training astronauts and students to fly a modified F-104 Starfighter to the edge of space.  The job was more stressful than Buzz wanted and he saw the base surgeon. Besides depression, he had neck and shoulder pains.  Buzz was hospitalized for depression at Wilford Hall Medical Center for four weeks.  (His mother and grandfather had both committed suicide so Buzz feared depression was inherited.  He also feared stigma of mental illness would end his career and him socially). 
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In 2/1972, Buzz found out the USAF Aerospace Research Pilot School was being renamed the USAF Test Pilot School and the astronaut training was being eliminated.  With the Apollo program ending soon, the Air Force's changing ideas about space and budgets cuts, Buzz’s  therapist suggested he take a regular job.   After 21 years of service Buzz decided to retire as a colonel from the U.S. Air Force on 3/1/1972. His father (who died 12/28/1974) and General Jimmy Doolittle, a close friend of his father, attended his formal retirement ceremony.
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He was awarded an oak leaf cluster in 1972 in lieu of a second DSM for his role in both the Korean War and in the space program, and the Legion of Merit for his role in the Gemini and Apollo programs. 
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Buzz wrote his first autobiographies Return to Earth in 1973. Stefanie Powers portrayed Marianne, a woman with whom Buzz had an affair in the 1976 TV movie version of Return to Earth).  In 10/1978, Buzz quit drinking for good.  He attempted to help others with drinking problems, including actor William Holden (Stephanie’s boyfriend) whose death in 1981 was alcohol related.
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Buzz was one of ten Gemini astronauts inducted into the International Space Hall of Fame in 1982.   In 1985, Buzz worked on a special spacecraft trajectory (now known as the Buzz cycler) that reduces the cost of repeated travel to Mars by using less propellant. Buzz continues to research this concept with engineers from Purdue University.   Also, in 1985 Buzz joined the University of North Dakota’s College of Aerospace Sciences and helped to develop their Space Studies program. 
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He was also inducted into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame in 1993 and the 1995 Toy Story character Buzz Lightyear was named in honor of Buzz Aldrin.  In 1996 Buzz founded Starcraft Boosters, Inc. to design reusable rocket launchers.  Buzz traveled to the North Pole in 1998.
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In 1999 celebrating the 30th anniversary of the lunar landing, Al Gore (who was both Vice President and Vice-Chancellor of the Smithsonian Institution's Board of Regents), presented the Apollo 11 crew with the Smithsonian Institution's Langley Gold Medal for aviation. After the ceremony, the crew went to the White House and presented President Bill Clinton with an encased Moon rock. 
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In 2000 Buzz was inducted into the National Aviation Hall of Fame.  In 2001, President George W. Bush appointed Buzz to the Commission on the Future of the U.S. Aerospace Industry.  He received the 2003 Humanitarian Award from Variety, the Children's Charity.  
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In 2006 the Space Foundation awarded him its highest honor, the General James E. Hill Lifetime Space Achievement Award.  In 2008 he was inducted into the New Jersey Hall of Fame.  
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In 2009, to remember the 40th anniversary of the first lunar landing and to encourage space exploration, Buzz teamed up with Snoop Dogg, Quincy Jones, Talib Kweli, and Soulja Boy to create the rap single and video "Rocket Experience" with proceeds donated to Buzz's non-profit foundation, ShareSpace.   Buzz is also a member of the Mars Society's Steering committee.
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The Apollo 11 crew was awarded the New Frontier Congressional Gold Medal in the Capitol Rotunda in 2011. 
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Buzz received honorary degrees from six colleges and universities and was named as the Chancellor of the International Space University in 2015.  He was a member of the National Space Society's Board of Governors and has served as the organization's chairman. In 2016, his hometown middle school in Montclair, New Jersey, was renamed Buzz Aldren Middle School.   The Buzz crater on the Moon near the Apollo 11 landing site and Asteroid 6470 Buzz are named in his honor.
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In 8/2015, in association with the Florida Institute of Technology, Buzz presented a master plan to NASA for consideration where astronauts, with a tour of duty of ten years, establish a colony on Mars before the year 2040.
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In 12/2016, Buzz was with a tourist group visiting the Amundsen–Scott South Pole Station in Antarctica when he fell ill and was evacuated.  At 86 years of age, he was the oldest person to reach the South Pole.  
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On 4/2/2017 at an air show in Melbourne, Florida Buzz became the oldest person to fly with the Thunderbirds.  In 2019, Buzz was awarded the Starmus Festival's Stephen Hawking Medal for Science Communication for Lifetime Achievement.
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On his 93rd birthday he was honored by Living Legends of Aviation. On 5/5/2023, he
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