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      For all the kids wondering who they are…

      You’re not alone!

      

      You never have been.
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      The bell for first period rang and Henry Tate thought he was going to be sick.

      Not just a little dry-retch sick.

      Oh no!

      He was going to fully hurl this morning’s granola and the milkshake he’d sucked down on the way to school and even last night’s spaghetti all over Mr. Cooper’s classroom, which he decided would be a damn shame because he loved his mom’s spaghetti, and seeing it dripping from Percy Preston’s hair, well, that’d just be a waste of good pasta.

      Of course, the reason for the sudden turning of his stomach was something he couldn’t tell anyone.

      Not his best friend Kevin.

      Not Mr. Cooper, his first period history teacher.

      Not even his Mom, who had sensed his queasiness before he left for school that day and asked, “Henry? You’re pale. Are you feeling okay?”

      He nodded and told his Mom he was fine.

      But looking back now, he really, really, REALLY wished he’d stayed home in bed that day.

      Why?

      Well, the reason was pretty simple.

      Last night Henry had woken from a dream. It was a dream about not just any old person, but about the most popular boy in his year, Logan Marshall.

      Logan Marshall was always smiling, always happy, always ready to help out the other students whether you needed help with your homework or jiggling the combination of your locker or just holding open the door to the classroom for you when the pile of books in your arms was about to teeter and tumble to the floor. He was pretty much the nicest guy you ever met, but more than that, he was handsome too.

      Seriously handsome.

      Of course, Henry had known this for some time.

      Everyone knew it.

      Nobody in school could deny how handsome Logan Marshall was.

      But it wasn’t until the dream last night—the dream in which Henry found himself kissing Logan Marshall—that Henry began to think about Logan in a totally new and unexpected way.

      Suddenly everything in Henry’s world turned WEIRD!

      Sure, he was fifteen, and at fifteen everything in life is kinda weird anyway.

      Your brain is constantly having weird attacks.

      Your body is doing all kinds of weird things.

      And everything inside is always shifting and moving and doing unpredictable stuff.

      One minute you’re happy.

      The next you’re sad.

      One minute you feel like you can fly.

      The next you want the earth to swallow you whole.

      That last one, about being swallowed whole, was how Henry felt as he walked into Mr. Cooper’s classroom that morning, wondering to himself that if he did taste any vomit rising up in his throat that morning, was he going to have to try to swallow it whole.

      Could he?

      Would he?

      He thought about how mortified he’d be if he saw Logan Marshall and barfed right in front of him.

      Oh God, the thought of that was enough to make him barf right now.

      He only just reached his desk when he seriously thought he was going to be sick.

      Quickly he turned to run for the corridor, ready to make a sprint for the bathroom.

      But as soon as he spun about, he ran straight into none other than⁠—

      “Logan Marshall?” Henry squeaked out, looking up at his classmate’s handsome face.

      Logan flashed that winning smile of his. “Hey Henry. You okay? You look kinda pale.”

      Henry gulped down his fear, as well as the granola-milkshake-spaghetti-fest that threatened to explode from his mouth. With Logan standing mere inches away, Henry knew that if he barfed now, he wouldn’t just vomit in front of Logan Marshall… he would have vomited all over him!

      So he downed his sickliness and cleared his throat, sounding as tough as he could as he said, “I’m fine. I’m just… I’m just a little…”

      “You’re just a little wobbly,” Logan noticed with concern.

      As Henry felt his legs fold beneath him, he watched the world spin.

      Suddenly Logan’s arms were there, catching Henry before he fell to the floor.

      Through the giddy rush of noises in his head, Henry heard Mr. Cooper call out. “Logan? What’s going on there? Is Henry all right?”

      Henry heard Logan answer urgently, “Sir, I don’t think he’s well.”

      “Quickly,” said Mr. Cooper. “Help him to the infirmary.”

      Henry felt his feet shuffling along.

      He saw the school hallway pass him by in a blur.

      He felt the strong arms of Logan Marshall propping him up.

      And despite his spinning head and his churning stomach, he smiled at the thought of those arms around him…

      Helping him to the infirmary.

      Keeping him safe.

      Holding him tight.
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      Boysenberry Valley High was an all-boys school with an all-male teaching staff, including Dr. Marsden who had only just started as the school’s counsellor, medic and First Aid officer earlier that year.

      Henry had never needed to see Dr. Marsden before, but as Logan assisted his classmate into the infirmary, Henry was glad to see someone equipped with a stethoscope ready to help.

      Instantly Dr. Marsden took Henry from Logan and sat him on the infirmary bed.

      “Henry? Can you hear me?” Dr. Marsden’s words had a clarity and calmness to them. He needed to help, he needed to get to the bottom of the problem, and yet his tone needed to be reassuring too. He needed to let Henry know everything would be all right. “Henry, can you tell me what happened? Can you tell me how you’re feeling right now?”

      Henry shook his head. “I’m fine. Really, I am. I just felt a little woozy. Then I felt a little dizzy. And then…”

      “And then he kinda fell into my arms,” said Logan.

      Henry couldn’t help but smile at the thought. “I did?” he asked, barely able to piece together the last ten minutes or so.

      “Yeah,” Logan smiled back from the foot of the infirmary bed. “You did.”

      For a moment, Henry’s vision smeared at the edges.

      The entire infirmary…

      The medical posters on the walls…

      Even Dr. Marsden…

      All faded away, leaving nothing but Logan’s handsome face, smiling at
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