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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      This book is about the nine slaves of Dr. Samuel A. Mudd, a young 32-year-old country doctor who lived with his wife and children on a tobacco farm in Charles County, Maryland, about 30 miles south of Washington. D.C. The slaves’ names were:

      
        
        Elzee Eglent

        Mary Simms

        Milo Simms

        Lettie Hall

        Louisa Christie

        Rachel Spencer

        Richard Washington

        Melvina Washington

        Frank Washington

      

      

      Dr. Mudd was one of eight persons convicted of conspiracy in the 1865 Lincoln assassination trial. He served four years of a life sentence before being pardoned by President Andrew Johnson in 1869.

      Slavery was the root cause of Dr. Mudd’s problems. Like most of his fellow farmers and neighbors, and half the population of the country, he was a strong supporter of slavery - his property - and of the Confederate cause to preserve slavery. His entanglement with the assassin John Wilkes Booth, also a supporter of slavery and the Confederate cause, led to his arrest and conviction in the Lincoln assassination trial.

      Some of Dr. Mudd’s slaves testified at the trial. Their word-for-word testimony, taken from the U.S. National Archives record of the trial, is included in this book.

      Little has been written about the individual lives of America’s slaves, mostly because there are so few records. Before the Civil War and emancipation, about the only record of an enslaved person was an entry in a will or probate file where the slave was listed as property. The first public record that identified formerly enslaved persons by their name and other vital statistics was the 1870 Federal Census, five years after the end of the Civil War.

      This book will hopefully shine a little light on the lives of Dr. Mudd’s slaves.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            1

          

          
            SLAVERY IN AMERICA

          

        

      

    

    
      In 1492, the Italian navigator Christopher Columbus was the first European to set foot on Cuba, Jamaica, and other Caribbean Islands. He never made it to what is now the United States.

      On later voyages, Columbus and the Spanish conquerors who followed him enslaved the islands’ native populations to grow sugar cane, tobacco and other crops for sale in Europe.

      As the native islanders died off due to harsh working conditions and sickness, the Spaniards began to import large numbers of African slaves to replace them. By the late seventeenth century, the British had displaced the Spanish to become the dominant plantation owners and slave traders in the Caribbean islands.

      While the British were displacing the Spanish in the Caribbean, they were also beginning to displace the native Indian population on the American continent.

      The first permanent colony of English settlers arrived at Jamestown, Virginia in 1607. The sister colony of Maryland was established in 1634. Colonists soon learned that tobacco would bring them the greatest income from European markets, so it became their main cash crop. However, tobacco was a labor-intensive crop, and required more workers than the colonists themselves could provide.

      For a while, indentured servants from England and other parts of Europe were the answer. Indentured servants were poor young men and women who signed a contract, called an indenture, by which the servant bound himself or herself to a master for a given length of time. In return, the master agreed to pay for the servant’s transportation to the colony, to furnish him or her with adequate food, clothing, and shelter during service, and to give the servant a specified reward when service was completed.

      In Maryland, freed servants were commonly provided 50 acres of land. The usual period of servitude varied between two and seven years, with the most common being four years.

      As the 1600s came to an end, so did the supply of indentured servants. An improving European economy meant that poor men and women no longer had to leave home to seek a better life. To fill the void, slaves were brought up from the plantations of Barbados, Jamaica, and other British Caribbean islands to work in the tobacco fields.

      As European demand for American tobacco continued to grow, the need for slaves grew, and slaves were brought to the American colonies directly from Africa. The ready availability of land, servants, and slaves, plus the constant demand from Europe for high-quality tobacco, all combined to produce good profits for colonial tobacco growers.

      Initially, living and working conditions for the new slaves and existing indentured servants were much the same. They worked the tobacco fields side by side. The idea of slave-for-life had not yet fully taken hold. Many slaves served a period of indenture and were then freed, just like European indentured servants. By 1700, however, Maryland tobacco was grown almost exclusively by slave labor, and these slaves were now slaves for life.
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            SLAVERY IN CHARLES COUNTY

          

        

      

    

    
      In 1860, the year after Dr. and Mrs. Mudd began farming, the federal census recorded 603,000 people living in Maryland, including 87,000 slaves and 84,000 free blacks. Maryland had the highest number of free blacks of any state. In the six counties of Southern Maryland, more than half the total population was black.

      The Mudd family farm where Dr. Mudd grew up was located in Charles County, Maryland, near the small town of Bryantown. Richard Macks was a slave who recalled Bryantown quite well:

      
        
        I was born in Charles County in Southern Maryland in the year 1844 ... the county where James [sic] Wilkes Booth took refuge in after the assassination of President Lincoln in 1865.

        ...In Bryantown there were several stores, two or three taverns or inns, which were well known in their days for their hospitality to their guests and arrangements to house slaves. There were two inns both of which had long sheds, strongly built, with cells downstairs for men and a large room above for women. At night the slave traders would bring their charges to the inns, [and] pay for their meals, which were served on a long table in the shed. Then afterwards they were locked up for the night.

        ...When I was a boy, I saw slaves going through and to Bryantown. Some would be chained, some handcuffed, and others not. These slaves were brought up from time to time to be auctioned off or sold at Bryantown, to go to other farms in Maryland, or shipped south.

      

      

      To be shipped south was the worst thing that could happen to a slave. Slaves sold to other farms in Maryland retained some hope that they would see loved ones again, but to be sold south to the plantations of Georgia, Mississippi, or Louisiana meant the slave would most likely never see father, mother, brother, sister, or children again. One of the slave owners’ most powerful means of control over slaves was to threaten to sell them south if they didn’t completely submit to their master.

      In Maryland, a slave always had hope he or she could escape to freedom in nearby Washington, Baltimore, or points north. In the deep south, there was no such hope. Some slaves sold south were taken to Baltimore and placed on ships to New Orleans. These were the lucky ones. Others were forced to walk the hundreds of miles to the deep south, chained together like animals in groups called coffles.

      Charles County whites formed neighborhood patrols to keep a close watch on slaves’ movements by day and night. Slaves couldn’t leave their master’s premises without a permit. Any slave caught by a patrol without a pass from the owner, particularly at night, was dealt with harshly. The local Port Tobacco Times had this notice:
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      Former slave Richard Macks told about the Charles County slave patrols:

      
        
        In Charles County, and in fact all of Southern Maryland, tobacco was raised on a large scale. Men, women and children had to work hard to produce the required crops. The slaves did the work and they were driven at full speed sometimes by the owners and others by both owner and overseers. The slaves would run away from the farms whenever they had a chance, some were returned and others getting away. This made it very profitable to white men and constables to capture the runaways. This caused trouble between the colored people and whites, especially the free people, as some of them would be taken for slaves. I had heard of several killings resulting from fights at night.

        One time a slave ran away and was seen by a colored man, who was hunting, sitting on a log eating some food late in the night, He had a corn knife with him. When his master attempted to hit him with a whip, he retaliated with the knife, splitting the man's breast open, from which he died. The slave escaped and was never captured. The white cappers or patrollers in all of the counties of Southern Maryland scoured the swamps, rivers and fields without success.

      

      

      Former slave Page Harris told about his Charles County farm, where the owner trained bloodhounds for hunting runaway slaves:

      
        
        I was born in 1858 about 3 miles west of Chicamuxen near the Potomac River in Charles County on the farm of Burton Stafford, better known as Blood Hound Manor. This name was applied because Mr. Stafford raised and trained blood hounds to track runaway slaves and to sell to slaveholders of Maryland, Virginia
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