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    To the timeless architects of wisdom—the sages, seekers, rebels, and teacherswho did not seek to be followed,but dared to guide humanity back to itself.
You spoke in silence, encoded truths in metaphors,and trusted future generations to decode your intent.
This book is for you—not to honor your names,but to restore the light behind your words.
With reverence and responsibility—Sandeep Chavan

      

    



  	
        
            
            "Wisdom was never meant to be worshipped.It was meant to be walked with."— Anonymous Seeker
"The truth does not belong to any scripture.It unfolds in the one who dares to ask without fear."— Sandeep Chavan
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Opening Note
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The Original Intent

Some truths are not found at the beginning. They are remembered in the middle—when the noise of interpretation fades, and the silence of purpose speaks.

This is not the first book I’ve written in this journey. And it is not the last. But it holds something unique—something none of the others held in isolation.

It holds the original intent.

Not mine. Not yours. But the intent behind everything that came before us—the purpose of our ancestors, the wisdom behind philosophies, and the voice behind verses we now quote without listening.

We’ve already explored the cracks in what we know. We’ve entered the game of the human mind. We’ve debated the divine in its many dilemmas. And though the ultimate answers may already exist elsewhere—this book doesn't rely on them.

Because this one stands on its own.

Here, we don’t ask who was right or what went wrong. We ask:

What were they trying to do when they gave us these philosophies in the first place? Were they building religions—or designing survival manuals for consciousness? Were they offering truth—or just the best version of understanding they could at the time?

In this book, I return to those who walked before us—not to worship, but to understand.

I’ve invited the ancient voices back—not as saints or gods, but as thinkers, seekers, architects of insight.

Together, we’ll sit in the arena again. And this time, not to argue—but to remember.

What was their original intent?

And did we lose it, or simply stop listening?

Let us begin.
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Preface
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The Original Intent is not a history lesson. It is a homecoming.

This book was born out of a simple but unsettling question: 

“Were our ancestors trying to create religion—or preserve humanity?”

We’ve been handed scriptures, rituals, commandments, and customs. But somewhere along the way, we forgot to ask: What was the intent behind them all?

In the process of turning philosophy into faith, manuals into monuments, and guidance into governance, we lost the original purpose these thinkers once lived and died for—to help us live wisely, think clearly, and evolve consciously.

This book is my attempt to go back—not to the rituals, but to the roots. To sit, not in worship, but in dialogue with Vyasa, Confucius, Buddha, Jesus, Muhammad, Patanjali, Vivekananda, Socrates, Ambedkar, and many more—Not to agree with them, but to understand what they were truly trying to say.

You will not find religious dogma here. You will not find spiritual marketing. You will not be told what to believe.

Instead, you’ll find a conversation—sometimes gentle, sometimes fierce—between the greatest minds and the modern observer, seeking meaning beyond the noise.

Each chapter returns to a fundamental human inquiry: What is our purpose? Who decides what is right? Why do we need God? What went wrong with our inherited systems? And most importantly—How do we think, live, and act today with responsibility, not rigidity?

This book is the fourth in The War of Thoughts series, and perhaps the most grounded. If the first three books deconstructed knowledge, morality, and divinity, this one attempts to reconstruct wisdom—brick by brick, intent by intent.

I didn’t write this book to offer answers. I wrote it to reignite the questions our ancestors once asked—with clarity, not fear. To restore the foundation, not as it was written—but as it was meant to be lived.

If you finish this book not with agreement, but with awakening—then it has served its purpose.

Let’s not return to the past. Let’s return to the intelligence that shaped it.

— Sandeep
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How to Read This Book
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This is not a book to believe. It’s a book to dialogue with.

The Original Intent is not a linear argument or a traditional history. It is a series of conversations across time—between you, the reader, and some of the greatest minds ever to walk this Earth. It blends philosophical reflection, spiritual inquiry, social intelligence, and practical clarity.

Here’s how to get the most out of it:

1. Don’t Rush. This Isn’t Fast Food for the Mind.

Each chapter is designed to trigger reflection, not resolution. Pause. Re-read. Sit with the discomfort. That’s where insight brews.

2. Treat the Thinkers as Equals, Not Idols.

You’ll meet Vyasa, Buddha, Confucius, Jesus, Muhammad, Patanjali, Ambedkar, Socrates, Osho, and many more. They’re not here to be followed blindly—but to be understood contextually. Agree. Disagree. Question. Dialogue with them. That’s the point.

3. Don’t Look for One Truth. Look for Intent.

This book doesn’t claim to know the final truth. It seeks to uncover why truths were offered in the first place—What were they trying to preserve? What were they trying to warn us about? Ask not just what they said, but why they had to say it.

4. Use the Interludes. They’re More Than Breathers.

The interludes between chapters are lenses to reframe what came before and prepare for what’s next. They’re not summaries—they’re shifts in perspective. Let them reset your lens.

5. Reflect with the Reflection Guide at the End.

Don’t just finish the book—finish the thought. Use the open-ended questions in the final section to bring the dialogue into your own life. Because ancient wisdom only matters if it’s applied to today’s confusion.

6. Don’t Read This Alone—Even If You’re Alone.

This book is part of a larger series: The War of Thoughts. Each volume is a stage in the journey from ignorance to awareness. You can read this one independently—but it gains depth when seen as part of the whole.

7. Keep One Thing in Mind:

This is not a book that ends when you reach the last page. It is a mirror, a lens, and perhaps a spark.

And once truth is sparked—it doesn’t go out easily.

Read boldly. Reflect freely. Think originally. That’s all this book ever wanted from you.

— Sandeep
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Prologue
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The Wisdom That Was Never Meant to Divide

Long before temples, texts, and titles—there were questions. Not of worship, but of living. Not of rituals, but of relevance.

The earliest thinkers didn’t ask, “What should we believe?” They asked, “How should we live—without destroying ourselves, or each other?”

They observed human nature—its beauty and its bias. They saw how desire could create empires, and how ignorance could destroy them. They recognized that survival was not just physical—it was psychological, moral, and existential.

And so they offered us something we often fail to recognize today: Not commandments. Not creeds. But operating manuals—living, breathing philosophies meant to guide behavior, awaken awareness, and preserve the delicate balance between freedom and responsibility.

They never intended to become gods. They never demanded blind faith. They didn’t ask for statues or sects.

They gave us principles, So we could live without falling apart.

But over time, we did fall apart—not from lack of wisdom, but from misuse of it.

We turned teachings into territories. We turned philosophies into ideologies. We created systems of division from frameworks of integration. We canonized curiosity and institutionalized insight.

In our fear of the unknown, we built cages of belief.

And now we suffer—not from a lack of guidance, But from our inability to decode the original intent behind what was given to us.

This book is not about fixing the past. It is about understanding its purpose—and reclaiming the clarity we lost along the way.

It is not about proving who was right. It is about understanding what they were all trying to preserve.

Because underneath every text, every verse, every sutra and sermon, There lies a single thread—Woven not by religion, But by the intelligence that seeks to keep humanity human.

Let us follow that thread—not to rewrite history, but to restore wisdom to its rightful role.

Let us listen again. Not to the words—but to the intent behind them.
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Chapter 1: Philosophy Before Religion
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Hot Seats: Vyasa, Zarathustra, Confucius

Before belief systems, there were balance systems. Before temples were raised, wisdom walked barefoot through silence, experience, and observation.

This chapter is not a tribute to saints. It is a return to the minds who laid the intellectual and ethical groundwork for humanity—not to create religions, but to preserve civilization.

Vyasa, Zarathustra, and Confucius didn’t preach for followers. They built philosophical frameworks that could contain chaos, stabilize communities, and guide individuals through the inner wars of decision-making, identity, and consequence.

They didn’t say “worship me.” They said “understand this.”

Their texts—often later sanctified and misinterpreted—were never meant to chain the mind. They were written to awaken it.

As I welcome these voices into the arena, I am not asking them to defend their legacy. I am asking them to reveal the intent that came before all the layers of mythology, doctrine, and distortion.

This is a chapter about what existed before “religion” had a name. And why we must go back there—not to reject the present, but to reclaim the clarity we once knew.

Let the dialogue begin.

Sandeep Sets the Stage

Let me begin with a question that many are afraid to ask out loud:

Were these philosophies ever meant to become religions?

It’s not a rebellious question. It’s a responsible one.

Because when I look back at the roots of ancient wisdom—across regions, languages, and civilizations—I don’t see gods demanding obedience. I see thinkers solving human problems. I see teachers responding to chaos with clarity. And I see systems being born—not to rule—but to stabilize, to guide, and to evolve.

What we now call holy texts were once living manuals—crafted by minds who observed the world deeply and responded with thoughtful frameworks. These texts weren’t created to bind us in rituals. They were designed to help us live, choose, reflect, and survive with awareness.

But today, we recite them like spells. We memorize them for merit. We use them to prove our point—rarely to examine our behavior.

We quote what was once meant to question.

Philosophy became ritual. Questioning became blasphemy. And slowly, somewhere between reverence and rigidity, we lost the original intent.

This chapter—and this book—is not an attack on belief. I have no interest in mocking faith. Faith, in its purest form, is a beautiful expression of human hope and connection.

But blind belief is not the same as aware engagement. And so, this is not a rejection of religion—it is a return to the blueprint beneath it.

Before we canonized prophets and poets, Before we institutionalized wisdom and carved it into stone,

	There were conversations.

	There were insights.

	There were minds who spoke not for followers—but for thinkers.


And so, I’ve invited three such minds into the arena today: Vyasa, Zarathustra, and Confucius—not as founders of sects, but as early architects of human order, moral discipline, and social coherence.

Let’s ask them what they truly intended.

Let’s listen—not to their mythology, but to their method.

And maybe—just maybe—we can remember what they hoped we’d never forget.

Enter Vyasa – The Voice of Dharma and Complexity

He doesn't walk in with thunder or light. Vyasa arrives like a still presence—aged, wise, observant—not as a saint, but as someone who has seen the cycles of human nature play out too many times.

His eyes are soft, but they carry the weight of generations of conflict. He does not greet with a blessing, but with a question of his own:

“Do you know why I wrote the Mahabharata?”

I hesitate, because the answer is too often simplified. Some say it was to record history. Others claim it was to teach the Gita. But Vyasa answers himself—not with pride, but precision.

“I wrote it to show man to himself—not at his best, but at his most confused. I did not glorify heroes. I exposed their doubt. I did not preach righteousness. I revealed how fragile it is when tested.”

He speaks of Kurukshetra, not as a battlefield of good and evil, but as a metaphor for internal struggle.

“Every character in the Mahabharata is a possibility inside you. Arjuna is not just a warrior—he is conscience in conflict. Duryodhana is not pure evil—he is ego unchecked. And Krishna... Krishna is not a god for worship. He is the voice of clarity in chaos.”

The room is quiet.

And then he speaks of Dharma, the most misused word in modern discourse:

“Dharma is not a rulebook. It is a compass. It changes with context, maturity, and consequence. What is dharma for a king is not dharma for a father. What is dharma in peace is not dharma in war.”

He pauses and leans forward slightly.

“I didn’t write to convert. I wrote to remind man of his nature, his conflict, and his responsibility.”

“You turned my teachings into rituals. You memorized the Gita but forgot the questions that gave birth to it. You glorified Krishna’s certainty, but ignored Arjuna’s hesitation. But that hesitation... was the most human thing in the entire story.”

There is no anger in his voice—only a quiet sorrow for how complexity was replaced with comfort, and how a book about human contradiction became a banner of spiritual certainty.

He steps back—not with conclusion, but with intent.

“If you truly understand Mahabharata, you will never be quick to judge again. Because dharma is not in answers. It lives in the quality of your struggle with the question.”

The silence that follows is not empty. It’s dense with accountability.

And now, the arena welcomes Zarathustra—from a land of fire, choice, and moral awakening. Shall we continue?

Enter Zarathustra – The Moral Code for Survival

He enters with the dignity of a man who once stood between chaos and coherence, not as a prophet with divine commandments, but as a voice of conscience born from necessity.

Zarathustra carries with him not fire, but a clarity that burns through confusion. He speaks slowly—not to impress, but to ensure every word reaches the soul before it hits the ears.

“I was born in a time when fear ruled minds, and power ruled tribes. When men worshipped whatever scared them most. When truth was not just rare—it was irrelevant.”

He looks across the arena, eyes sharp yet compassionate.

“So I did not bring a religion. I brought a reminder. That man must begin with himself, not his gods.”

He speaks of the Gathas, his poetic revelations—not as divine edicts, but as ethical awakenings.

“The words I offered—Good Thoughts, Good Words, Good Deeds—were not for the priests. They were for the people. For the child learning to speak. For the farmer deciding whether to cheat or share. For the leader tempted by greed. For the mind torn between truth and comfort.”

He explains that this trinity was not meant to be memorized, but embodied. Not to gain salvation, but to build a society that could survive its own desires.

Then he addresses the misunderstood heart of his teaching:

“Ahura Mazda and Angra Mainyu were never enemies in the sky. They were forces within the self. One building, one breaking. One illuminating, one deceiving. One is awareness, the other ignorance disguised as instinct.”

He pauses.

“I did not ask you to fear demons. I asked you to recognize them within—in the moment you lie, when you justify harm, when you ignore your own conscience.”

Zarathustra’s message was not mystical—it was psychological. He saw how survival wasn’t just







Enter Confucius – The Philosopher of Social Balance














	Discipline is not oppression; it is self-governance.

	Ritual is not superstition; it is respect in action.

	Hierarchy is not control; it is a framework to teach humility and accountability.








The Dialogue – Finding Common Ground












	Philosophy, to them, was intelligent design—a way to balance human instinct with ethical evolution.

	It was not about divine mysteries, but about earthly functioning.

	It wasn’t meant to last forever in the same form—but to evolve, adapt, and guide the living through the realities of their time.
















The Corruption of Intent – How It All Shifted







	The Mahabharata became a myth to be memorized, not a reflection to be wrestled with.

	Zarathustra’s ethics turned into theological binaries, detaching good and evil from the human psyche.

	Confucius’ social design was codified into hierarchies, stripping nuance from responsibility.















Closing Insight – Restoring the Foundation







	Vyasa taught us how to live with conflict without losing dharma.

	Zarathustra gave us the strength to choose truth over deception—within and without.

	Confucius reminded us that without responsibility, freedom becomes chaos.
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