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			Book Presentation: In Mortal Danger by Tom Tancredo

			Book Abstract

			Tancredo asserts that America’s borders still remain a grave security risk, now five years after 9/11. Our immigration system is broken and corrupt. In addition to permitting the threat of terrorist infiltration, our immigration system permits thousands of illegal immigrants to enter each year and the growth of mass illegal immigration costs taxpayers billions in enforcement and also burdens local and state governments that provide social services like healthcare and education.

			Tancredo also believes that the drastic changes in our cultural landscape resulting from mass immigration, coupled with the pernicious and enduring influence of multiculturalism, have resulted in the balkanization of American identity. This crisis of American identities and values can only negatively impact our position and effectiveness in the global arena as we struggle against terrorism.

			About the Author

			Tom Tancredo is the Republican Congressman for the 6th District of Colorado, located south of Denver. He was first elected to Congress in 1998 and he serves on the International Relations Committee and the Resources Committee. Tancredo created the House Immigration Reform Caucus in 1999, of which he is chairman. He has become nationally known as an outspoken critic of immigration policy.

		


		
			Summary of In Mortal Danger (Tom Tancredo)

			Introduction

			Our forefathers founded this country as a place of freedom and opportunity. But when illegal immigrants flock to America for these same reasons, “ironically they reap the benefits of a fractured system that leaves them unaccountable and indifferent to what it means to be an American.” The bonds of American citizenship become devalued by allowing illegal immigration. If the first act upon entering a country is to break its laws, this hardly sets an auspicious pattern for future social integration. Recent protests have advocated rights for illegal immigrants and condemned all opposition as “racist.” But these extreme views are out of synch with the majority of Americans and instead reveal the depth of how multiculturalism has infected our country’s politics of race and ethnicity, harming our national interest in the process.

			Destroying Our Roots

			The “cult of multiculturalism” is a potent and enduring force that has permeated our country’s education, media and government, and has degraded our country’s heritage and identity. The main casualty of the ongoing multicultural movement is the loss of a national sense of a cohesive identity, which threatens our country’s well-being and security.

			John Stuart Mill, an important nineteenth century political philosopher, described the qualities of a nation necessary for the successful workings of representative government. He saw that “two elements that defined a nation were the desire on the part of the inhabitants to be governed together, and the common sympathy instilled by shared history, values, and language (in other words, a common heritage).”

			Instead, America has become “disunited.” Americans have become balkanized, choosing too often to self-segregate into separate ethnic and cultural subgroups. We have become a nation of “hyphenated Americans.” Even Congress has its own ethnic caucuses. That the governing body of our nation is itself divided, on the basis of race, not ideology, represents a sad state of affairs reflecting the country’s broader social fragmentation along the lines of identity politics. The cult of multiculturalism and its support for all varieties of ethnic identity politics is responsible for this trend whereby every minority now makes claims to its own special rights.

			No wonder then that the overwhelming number of immigrants to this country see no need to assimilate to our culture. “Too many new immigrants continue to be loyal to their native countries. They desire to maintain their own language, customs, and culture; yet they seek to exploit the success of America while giving back as little as possible in return.” Gone is the notion of America as a melting pot and gone are the assumptions that governed the immigrants of several generations ago; that they would assimilate to the language and the culture. Instead, advocates of multiculturalism are seeking “a kind of reverse assimilation. They want society to incorporate and adapt to the values of other cultures.”

			Though the cult of multiculturalism may have begun with comparatively harmless goals of toleration and appreciating diversity, it has transformed to a malignant movement that “debases our uniquely American culture as well as Western civilization in general.” As a result, pride in our country has been lost. During his visits to Colorado high schools, Tancredo asks students, “What is the best country on earth?” Their reactions, which range from embarrassment at wanting to name the United States, fear of mockery, and outright derision and cynicism, demonstrate how multiculturalism’s critique of American identity has permeated school curriculums. The prevalence of watered down textbooks focusing on politically correct topics at the expense of history is another sign of our educational institutions caving in to multiculturalism that “demands manufactured diversity.”

			Our students may be ignorant of our country’s history and identity, but the intellectuals and academics on the left-wing fringe who are leading this movement actively slander America. Think of Ward Churchill, the tenured University of Colorado professor and head of the Ethnic Studies department, who in the wake of 9/11 blamed America for the attacks and praised the terrorists. Other academics likewise sided with the enemy by validating the attacks as evincing opposition to U.S. foreign policy. Their prevailing attitude is “blame America first.” Jim Nelson Black, a leading proponent of education reform, summarizes the combined effects of multiculturalism thus: “As we enter the 21st century, at least three generations of young Americans believe what they have been taught; that their own native land is populated by men and women who are homophobic, bigoted, misogynist, exploitative, environmentally insensitive, and morally corrupt.”

			Reclaiming our Heritage

			The lack of pride in America, ignorance of our culture, and balkanization of ethnic groups will gradually result in a kind of cultural suicide that will destroy America’s position and effectiveness in the world. For “by the time many of us recognize it, our country may be itself so weakened by these destructive influences that the barbarians at the gate will only need to give a light push, and the emaciated body of Western civilization will collapse in a heap.”

			One way to combat the decline of American identity and heritage is by restoring the knowledge and appreciation of our roots within our educational institutions. Schools need to educate students in English and teach them about American culture. The movement in schools, and indeed in our government, towards bilingualism and special accommodations for ethnic groups must be resisted, for it can only result in a fragmented social body. As a step towards rescuing our national identity, Tancredo has called for a House resolution stating that students are required to be able to articulate an appreciation for Western Civilization.

			Clash of Civilizations

			The gravest threat to the American way of life is the “clash of civilizations,” as described by Samuel Huntington in the book by the same name. Western civilization is pitted against predominantly Islamist forces that seek to undo our way of life and our lack of cultural cohesion can only hurt us.

			In The Art of War, Sun Tzu counsels that one must know the enemy, but must also know oneself. “What places us in mortal danger is a lack of that knowledge. We apparently know little about our enemy while we, at the same time, struggle with an identity crisis of our own, which has been brought on by decades of politically correct propaganda being spewed out by the cult of multiculturalism.”

			Most Americans don’t understand the nature of the threat we face. President Bush has termed it terrorism or extremism. But “the real enemy is Islamofascism.” The term does not denote the Islamic religion, but it is linked with “a political philosophy that says all nonbelievers must be annihilated, abolished, eliminated.”

			The basic beliefs of Islamofascism that support terrorism are the following:

			
					Jihad is a religious duty.

					Martyrdom is the highest good.

					Muslins engaged in jihad must not show tolerance towards unbelievers.

					Acts of terrorism are justified by the Prophets’ example.

			

			Because strains of Islamofascism do not permit religious freedom, and because their strict adherence to the literal interpretations of the Koran limits the revision of such views, scholars believe that the movement is “incapable of a radical transformation” away from such extremism.

			What will result from this culture clash is a fight to the death, which many Islamic leaders clearly understand on such stark terms, as evidenced by their threats. For example, the Hezbollah leader Sheik Hassan Nasrallah has vowed “Death to America” as recently as February 2005. The threats of al-Qaeda and other radical leaders utter similar sentiments and likewise vow continued future attacks. But American leaders on all political sides have ignored such rhetoric and shown a lack of political will to protect America in this epic battle.

			The unwillingness to take these threats seriously has resulted in the continued post-9/11 leniency on immigration and illegal aliens. In our country, there are seven million Muslims. They are one of the fastest growing immigrant groups and thanks to the multiculturalists, they are surprisingly unassimilated.

			The Barbarians Are Past the Gate

			Our borders are utterly unable to keep unwanted immigrants and terrorists from entering. As the FBI director has testified before Congress, “individuals from countries with known al-Qaeda connections have attempted to enter the country illegally using alien smuggling rings and assuming Hispanic appearances.” Additionally, the number of illegal immigrants in general has continued to soar, even after 9/1l. In 2005, we saw the number of apprehended illegal immigrants rise to 155,000, more than double the numbers in 2004.

			The border with Mexico is unsecured and presents a grave threat that is vulnerable to terrorist entry. Evidence confirms that the terrorists have attempted to ally with Mexicans in the interest of gaining entrance. Reports indicate that specialized military style training camps, operated by drug traffickers, have been operating regularly in Mexico. Officials believe that the drug cartels, people smugglers and gangs who operate with impunity are also capable of partnering with terrorist organizations to smuggle arms and terrorists into the country. Mexican drugs and gangs have already infiltrated and corrupted many in our own country’s drug and immigration institutions. As Sheriff Sigifredo Gonzalez Jr. of Zapata County, Texas says of the 60 miles of border in his area, “the biggest fear … is that smugglers will bring terrorists and dirty bombs into the country through his county.”

			Our Broken Immigration System: Porous Borders

			Mass immigration, if not stopped, will continue to grow and be

			
			
					The threat of terrorist infiltration.

					The loss of American jobs.

					Wage depreciation.

					Urban sprawl and congestion.

					Increased spending for social services and welfare benefits.

					Soaring health-care costs.

					Rising costs for incarceration.

					Increased education costs with a resultant decrease in education quality.

			

			
			
			The Myths of Immigration

			
			
					There is nothing the United States can do to stop illegal immigration.

					Illegal immigrants take jobs Americans don’t want.

					Illegal aliens are an economic plus for America.

					Only bigots object and oppose illegal immigration.

			

			
			
			
			
			
			System Breakdown

			
			
			
			
			
			The Politics of Immigration

			
			
			What Needs To Be Done
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