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To my muse...Lea 

How to be a witch:  When I first started this project I thought I would write a book about how to become a witch for the beginner. Then I quickly realized this was not what I wanted to do at all. First off, there are a depressing number of those books already out and they range from Very Good to just plain Bad. So, what to write that would have any real meaning? I went back to my own experience of learning the craft and got my answer, a book that gives you the ‘what’s next’ after you’ve made the decision to be a witch and have learned some of the basics. When I made my choice there was no ‘what’s next’ book, and to my knowledge, there still is not, until now. This book attempts to answer the myriad questions, pitfalls and joys, that makeup ‘what’s next?’. After all, there is still a big question you need to answer once you’ve decided this life path: How ‘witchy’ do I plan to get? What I mean is: there are degrees: The occasional candle magic spell user, all the way up to the crazy crone who lives in the corner house, talks to trees, keeps bees, and cackles at everyone. Most of us; me included; try to aim for something in between these extremes.  So this book is dedicated to answering as many ‘what’s next?’ questions as possible. Let’s get started okay? But, where to begin? With the four basic pillars that makeup witchcraft:


1)  The Wiccan Rede: An it harm none, do what thy wilt

2)  The Three-Fold Law:  What I do will return to me three-fold

3)  I operate within reality: The dual nature of the universe I accept and operate within i.e. Light and Dark, Good & Bad, Helpful & Harmful, Life & Death

4)  I use common sense: as my approach to magic and life


Some people are put off by the simplicity of witchcrafts’ tenants, four simple guidelines that tells us what we should and should not do. For myself, I was drawn to witchcraft because of the simplicity and common sense approach it took to life, and it has held me in good stead for a long time.
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Lesson 1: Getting Real About the Unreal and Other Things
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Coming out:  That sounds like such a loaded phrase doesn’t it? But I am amazed at the trouble many new witches have in trying to tell people they have chosen this life path. Some wear pentacles under their clothes to ‘protect themselves’ from negative influences, stop talking to their Christian/Jewish/Muslim friends or relatives, or worse egg on a confrontation with them. Others cast spells in the hope that magic will do what they haven’t done, that is tell: people they’re a witch. Incidentally, it won’t, magic is great for many things; conveying your life choices to loved one’s is not one of them. So how do you come out?

By practicing your faith. This means worshiping your chosen gods/goddess (if any), revering the earth and nature as a divine force and not sneering at anyone else’s belief system.

Further stick to your decision when your ‘concerned’ loved ones and family members begin to try and ‘make you see reason’ and can’t understand why you’ve thrown your life, soul, identity (as they see it) away.  Now, there is a fine line here, you don’t need to dress in all black, paint your nails black, wear a huge pentacle and tell everyone ‘Like it or lump it’. Just smile tell people ‘this was a decision I’ve spent a great deal of time on and I’m happy and comfortable with my choice. I hope you’re happy with your life choices as well.’ That’s it...

UberWitch: There is a joke I love to tell: How to tell how long someone has been a witch by their reaction to being slighted: New Witch: I have two black candles, oil, ivy herb, salt and tomorrow is the new moon, ‘now you’re gonna get it!’ Intermediate Witch: I’ve got some mushrooms and an old candle ‘I’ll fix his little red wagon!’ Old Witch “Ah, fuck you!” It never fails, you make the choice to become a witch after a period of careful thought (I hope anyway) and suddenly everything is magical, the fall of every leaf has deep meaning. You need ‘protection’ from bad or evil influences. Every full moon must be blessed; even though it is the middle of winter and freezing outside! Nature must be worshipped on every level, and you start eyeing that gas guzzler you bought and wonder how expensive those electric cars are. Magic abounds and touches you.  My advice is this: You’ll drive yourself mad trying to fulfill every requirement.  There is no such thing as being just the right amount of ‘witchyness’ if that’s a word. A practiced witch understands there is a time for magic and there is a time to simply let things be. Only with practice and patience will you learn which is which (pun intended). Just remember to make common sense an essential part of your witch’s repertoire.

Magickal Nonsense: With the rise of interest in witchcraft the charlatans have come out of the woodwork. A cast of characters is out there just waiting to suck you into their little magickal mystery tour, which is NEVER a free ride.  MAGICK is almost always spelled with a K for some unknown reason in this arena. I’m talking about covens that are at ‘war’ with one another; teachers with the ‘real’ magick which they will teach you for only $199.99; the holier than thou who were initiated as a witch at age 4 from their gypsy grandparents and on and on and on. They lie in wait for new witches always with an agenda, always with their hand out. These folks mostly hang out on social media. They’re most deceiving too, they start out reasonable, even friendly, then suddenly they’re talking magickal nonsense to you, trying to frighten you, or suck you into their dark mystical world.  The most insidious are the fraudsters that pass themselves off as ‘teachers’. Here are a couple of common-sense guidelines: If the teacher wants to jump your hot bod, or needs to ‘borrow some cash’ forget em! How to avoid this pitfall you ask? Simple, listen to your common sense, and follow the four basic principles outlined above.

Covens: If you are looking to join a coven you should start at your local metaphysical store and talk to the staff about possible avenues of approach, many covens are strictly by invite only, others are more open.  I’m somewhat torn when it comes to covens. I’ve been in covens off and on for years. Must you be in a coven to be a ‘real’ witch? Of course not! It’s unlikely the early shamans of hunter-gather tribes went around performing magic with the aid of twelve carefully selected partners. They did their work solitary, and you can too. Covens are great places to meet likeminded people, gain lessons in new forms of magic, share your frustrations and triumphs, and feel part of a greater whole. But covens come at a price: Politics, Cliquishness, and a general pressure for everyone to conform to the crowds' ideals and prejudices. Personally, I am terrible at all of those things, so I’m solitary.  I find solitary witchcraft makes you stronger.

Solitary practice:  Sounds so lonely doesn’t it? SOLITARY! For five days bread and water. And may the Goddess have mercy on your soul. Solitary does not mean living your faith alone; it means that when you cast magic, by stepping into circle, or simply lighting a candle and casting a spell with it, you do it by yourself. All witches I know do this at one time or another. Spellcasting does not require 13, 26, 87, or whatever people to be successful or fulfilling. This does not mean shunning the witch community around you, it just means you are comfortable performing your magic alone.  Learn to cast magic with a teacher and if possible other witches in attendance. This is the best way to learn the ways and means of spell casting. Once you get the rhythm down you can confidently step into your private circle and cast with the best of ‘em!

Non-magical partners:  If you’re in a committed relationship it can be very awkward if you’re a witch and your partner is not.  Is this fatal to your relationship? It can be. If your partner is violently against your practice of witchcraft you may have to decide which is more important to you: the partner or your faith. If on the other hand your life partner ‘doesn’t understand...but is okay with whatever’ you two will get on fine. But make sure you talk about your choice of faith with your one and only. Make them see that the choice you’ve made to be a witch is not a whim, it is an honest expression of your belief. Follow that up by living that faith honestly. Further do not force your life choice upon your partner. Do not confront them with ‘If you really loved me, you’d be a witch too!’ We witches don’t do that to people, if your partner expresses an interest great! If not? Well, that part of your life is yours anyway and is a personal experience.

How witchy should my house be?:  Should I dress my house with a pentacle in every room? How about a big altar in the living room? I’m always a little uncomfortable in a house that screams ‘MAGICK!’ at me. An altar so big you can’t see the TV, never mind the backyard. Or they have pentacles strewn everywhere. Makes me wonder what these folks are up to. Decorate your house to suit your tastes and comfort. Don’t let your witchy stuff overrun your life or your home.

Death curses:  I once had a student come to me visibly shaken needing to talk about something that had happened during the workday. A manager at the plant she worked at had died of esophageal cancer. Further, one of her co-workers was laughing and gaily claiming credit for killing the poor man using magic. ‘Did she really do that?’ my student asked, at that moment her decision to become a witch was riding on the answer. This was not what she wanted out of the practice of magic.  I thought about how to answer the question for a couple of minutes before saying anything; I wanted to give the best possible answer. I said simply “Short answer: No”.  She sat very still and quiet and kept looking into my eyes. I added “Look, if we could go around killing people we didn’t like by merely thinking and wishing for it; there wouldn’t be a human race by now. Magic doesn’t work that way.” She smiled at my answer and seemed relieved.  And that is my answer to you. Magic can do many wonderful things for us and some of those things are dark, if you cast a spell on someone with bad intentions on your part, bad things could happen to them, death not being one of them. But it’s also possible they brought those bad things on themselves. And remember, whatever you do comes back to YOU THREE FOLD. Magic should be used to improve our lives, not to wreck someone else’s.  So the big question: DO death curses work? Well, no not really. If you are into magic so you can get people on your personal hit list (the Anton LaVey Approach I call it) you’re going to be disappointed. Incidentally, the man had been a lifelong smoker, so not really a surprise.

Wills & wonts’ of magic:  Now that I have disposed of being able to do in your seventh son of a seventh son enemy with a rabbit’s foot let’s talk about what magic will and will not do for us:

Will magic fix my car?: No. If you burn a sacred candle in the engine compartment you’ll probably damage an electronic component with hot wax. Magic won’t fix mechanical break downs of any type.

Will magic help me find a mechanic?: Yes! Magic is an excellent first step in finding the right mechanic to fix your car at a reasonable price.

Will magic help me find the money I need?: Yes! Money spells are terribly effective as long as you are willing to take advantage of every opportunity you are
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Raven Coyne has an entertaining and engaging style of writing. In Cartomancy: What You Need To Know
he offers practical guidance on all aspects of working with cards whie stillallowing for varying tempera-
ments. In ‘digestible’ chunks with clear instructions, the author presents his logically intutive card mean-
ings, solid cartomantic techniques and spreads. Many examples are given, as well as practice exercises. In
the last part of the book, RC shares his experience and advice on going pro.  J.M. Kerr
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