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Prologue: The Beginning of the End

The cobbled streets of Florence gleamed beneath the dim glow of streetlights, their ancient stones carrying the weight of centuries. The air was thick with history, with secrets, and with the scent of blood and betrayal that had lingered for too long. The city, beautiful in its imperfections, was a place where the past and present collided—where empires were built on shadows and lies, and where men like me carved out their legacies in silence.

I had always known my destiny. It was written in the blood of my ancestors, in the whispers of the wind that blew through the narrow alleyways of this city. Power, control, and revenge—these were the things that shaped me. My name was feared, my empire untouchable. I had seen the world bow before me, had watched kings and criminals alike grovel in the dust at my feet. I was invincible, or so I thought.

But that was before Elena.

Her presence in my life was like a storm—an unrelenting force of nature that I couldn’t predict, couldn’t control. She wasn’t like the women I had known—beautiful, cold, and willing to be silenced by a diamond or a well-placed word. Elena was different. Her eyes held fire, her spirit was untameable, and for the first time in my life, I felt something stir within me that I hadn’t thought capable: vulnerability.

But I couldn’t let myself fall for her. I couldn’t let her get close, couldn’t let her disrupt the plans I had spent years carefully crafting. She was just a pawn, a means to an end. She didn’t know that, of course. She thought she could change things—thought she could fight me, push me away, and that I would let her go.

I should’ve killed her the moment I realized she was a threat. But I didn’t. I kept her in my grasp, told myself it was all just part of the game, part of the power I wielded over the lives of others.

The first time I saw Elena, it was at a gala in Rome. The city shimmered with gold and jewels, the elite gathering to parade their wealth in front of each other. I was there for business, as always. But when I saw her, something shifted. She wasn’t looking at me with the same calculating gaze that others did. She wasn’t impressed by my name, my money, or the power I wielded.

She was standing by the grand windows, her figure framed by the soft light of the moon as it cast shadows over her face. There was a defiance in her eyes—something fierce and untamed. And it called to me.

The others, they wanted my attention. They wanted to be by my side, to claim their place in the world I had built. But Elena? She wasn’t interested. She was there for something else entirely—something I couldn’t understand at the time. She didn’t belong in my world. And that made her dangerous.

Over the months that followed, I couldn’t get her out of my mind. I watched her, studied her every move, every glance, every word she spoke. She never looked at me like others did—like a god to be worshipped, like a man who could offer her everything she could ever want. No, Elena was different. She looked at me like I was nothing more than a means to an end, a tool to be used. And that infuriated me.

I could have let her go. I could have erased her from my life, moved on with my plans. But I didn’t. I let her get closer. I let her think she had the power. But in the end, it was always me who controlled the game.

At least, that’s what I thought.

The night I decided to put an end to it all, I drove through the streets of Florence, my mind racing, my heart beating with an intensity I couldn’t suppress. The rain was relentless, pouring down in sheets, as if the city itself were mourning what was about to happen. I had planned it all—the meeting, the confrontation, the end.

I stopped in the desolate part of town, far from the lights and life of the city. The shadows clung to the buildings, whispering secrets of a past I was about to erase. There, in the middle of the empty street, she stood waiting for me.

“Do you really think you can control me?” she asked, her voice cold, yet challenging. There was no fear in her eyes, no hesitation. She was ready for whatever came next.

I raised my gun, the weight of it in my hand comforting, familiar. The plan had been simple. Take her life. Erase the one person who had ever made me question my own power. But as I stood there, my finger on the trigger, I hesitated.

Something inside me faltered.

For a moment, I saw her not as the pawn in my game, but as a person—someone with dreams, with hopes, with a heart that didn’t belong to me. And that, more than anything, scared me.

But then she spoke, her words cutting deeper than any bullet ever could.

“You’ll never have me,” she said, the finality in her voice chilling me to my core. “You’ll never control me. I’m not yours.”

And with that, she turned and walked away, disappearing into the night.

I stood frozen, the gun still in my hand, the weight of my thoughts crushing me. I had been so sure, so convinced of my own power, my own ability to control everything. But Elena had shattered that illusion.

She had won.

Or so I thought.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 1: The Price of Power
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The city of Florence never stopped moving, but it always felt like I was standing still. The world outside was full of life—tourists taking pictures of the Duomo, the endless streams of scooters zipping through the narrow streets, and the quiet chatter of people sitting at cafes under the warm Tuscan sun. But for me, none of it mattered. All of it was just background noise to my world, a world that had long since forgotten the meaning of peace.

I sat in my office, the floor-to-ceiling windows offering a perfect view of the city below. The golden light of the afternoon stretched across the rooftops, but the warmth did little to ease the cold, dark thoughts swirling in my head. I ran my fingers through my hair and leaned back in my chair, staring out at the horizon, but all I saw was her. Elena. Her face. Her voice. The way she walked away from me, like I didn’t matter.

I had always been in control. Always. But Elena? She broke through everything I thought I understood about power. About control. She was a wild card I couldn’t predict. And every time I thought I had her figured out, she proved me wrong.

The last time I saw her, everything changed. She looked at me with those defiant eyes, like she had nothing left to lose. She wasn’t scared of me, and that was something I couldn’t stand. It gnawed at me, deep down.

I wanted her back. I needed her back.

But how could I get her to come back to me when she didn’t even care? When she was looking at another man, like he could replace me?

I was snapped out of my thoughts by the sharp sound of footsteps. Enzo, my most trusted associate, stood in the doorway. His face was unreadable, but there was something in his posture that told me this wasn’t a regular visit.

“What is it?” I asked, not bothering to look at him.

Enzo stepped closer, his voice calm but serious. “It’s about Elena.”

I turned to face him, my heart rate picking up. She was never far from my thoughts these days. “What about her?”

“She’s been seen with someone. A man. They were at a café in the city center. She’s with a... fiancé, maybe.”

The words hit me like a punch to the stomach. A fiancé. I couldn’t believe it. She had moved on so easily.

I clenched my fists, my nails digging into the palms of my hands. “Who is he?” I demanded, my voice low, a dangerous edge to it.

Enzo hesitated for a moment before speaking again. “We don’t know yet. But it looked serious. They were close.”

I felt a surge of anger, hot and violent. The idea of another man touching her, holding her, made something inside me snap. I had been the one to mark her. I had been the one to make her mine, even if she had tried to fight it. How dare she think she could replace me so easily?

I stood up, my chair scraping loudly against the floor. “Find out who he is. Now.”

Enzo didn’t need to be told twice. He nodded sharply and turned to leave.

I watched him go, but my mind was already elsewhere. Elena. With another man. A fiancé. It made no sense. After everything, after what I had done to her, why would she throw herself into the arms of someone else? Was she trying to forget me? Or was she simply done?

I ran a hand over my face and tried to focus. But the anger swirling inside me was hard to ignore. I couldn’t let this go. I wouldn’t.

Elena was mine. She might have walked away once, but I wouldn’t let her get away again.

I walked over to my desk, grabbed my phone, and made a call. My people needed to move quickly. I couldn’t afford to wait. I wasn’t going to let her slip away. Not again.

As I set the phone down, I couldn’t help but remember the night I almost killed her. That night, everything had been so clear. She was going to pay for what she’d done to me. But then... something stopped me. Something deep inside made me hesitate, just for a moment. And in that moment, I let her go.

Now, I wasn’t going to let that happen again. I had made a mistake, and I wasn’t going to repeat it.

I sat back down in my chair, my mind already racing with plans, schemes, and ways to bring her back. I wasn’t going to let her get away again. I couldn’t.

Enzo returned soon after, his expression more serious than ever. “I’ve got his name. I’ll dig deeper into his background. But she’s staying at a café and bakery on Via dei Calzaiuoli. It’s the same place she was seen with him.”

A cold chill ran down my spine. Elena’s café? I had no idea she was involved in something like that. The image of her standing behind the counter, smiling at strangers, made me feel a strange mix of fury and jealousy.

I stood up abruptly. “Take me there. Now.”

Enzo didn’t argue, just nodded, and I followed him out of the office, my mind focused on one thing. Elena. I needed answers. I needed to see her.

As the car sped through the city, my thoughts kept circling back to that night. The night I almost killed her. I had come so close. So damn close.

But I hadn’t finished what I started. Not yet.

The café was just ahead. I could already see the sign, the warm glow of the lights spilling out onto the street. I didn’t know what I expected when I saw her. Would she be happy? Would she look at me the same way she had all those months ago? Or would she turn her back on me for good?

I stepped out of the car, my footsteps heavy against the cobblestones. As I pushed open the door, the bell above it jingled softly.

And then I saw her.

She was behind the counter, her back to me, talking to someone. The sight of her—the way she looked so at ease, so unaffected—pushed all the blood out of my face.

There she was, in her world, without me. Without a care in the world.

And then I saw him. The man beside her. He had his hand on her arm, his eyes locked on her, and a smile on his face that made my blood boil.

I didn’t know who he was. But I knew one thing. I hated him.

I made my way toward them, my heart pounding in my chest. The closer I got, the more I felt the anger and jealousy rise inside me. When Elena turned around and saw me, I expected something—shock, fear, anything—but all I saw in her eyes was indifference.

“Do you always look at your ex like that?” she asked, her voice flat, almost bored.

Her words cut through me. I had been expecting a reaction, some hint of the girl who had once cared for me, but there was nothing.

“I thought you had moved on,” I said, my voice tight.

“I did,” she replied, her gaze unwavering. “And I’m happy now.”

I didn’t know how to respond to that. It was like she had ripped the last thread of hope from me. And then, she said something that nearly broke me.

“I’m getting married, you know,” she said. “This is my fiancé.”
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Chapter 2: The Past That Haunts
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I couldn’t breathe. Not because I had to fight for air, but because I was suffocating in the realization that I had lost her. For a moment, all the noise in the café seemed to vanish, and all I could focus on was her—standing there, so calm, so indifferent, with that bastard beside her.

A fiancé. She had a fiancé. A man who wasn’t me.

The words echoed in my head, but my mind couldn’t process them. I had been in control, always. Every move I made, every decision I took—everything was calculated. But this? This was a storm I wasn’t prepared for. The world I had built, the empire I controlled, meant nothing in this moment.

“Elena...” My voice broke through the tension in the air, but it sounded strange even to my own ears. It didn’t hold the authority it usually did. It sounded... desperate.

She didn’t flinch. She didn’t show any emotion. She didn’t even acknowledge the pain that churned inside me.

I stepped closer, my heart hammering in my chest. I wanted to reach out, to grab her, to make her see me, to make her remember everything we had. But the words I needed to say wouldn’t come. I could only stand there, staring at her, feeling the distance between us grow.

“I never thought I’d see you again,” she finally said, her voice cool. Her eyes were colder than I ever remembered. “I thought you’d stay in your world, and I’d stay in mine.”

I wanted to laugh. I wanted to scream at her. What the hell did she mean by that? She couldn’t just forget what we were, what we had.

“You think it’s that simple?” I asked, my anger rising like a tidal wave. “You think you can just walk away, Elena?”

She glanced at her fiancé for a brief moment before looking back at me. The way she looked at me, as if I was nothing more than a stranger to her, cut deeper than any wound I had ever felt.

“I don’t owe you anything anymore,” she said, the words sharp and final.

Her fiancé put a hand on her shoulder, pulling her slightly closer to him, and my blood boiled. The sight of him touching her made my skin burn with a fury I couldn’t control.

“I’ll never forgive you for what you did,” I spat. “You think you can just move on? Just forget everything?”

Elena’s eyes softened for a fraction of a second. I saw the ghost of the girl I used to know, the girl who once loved me. But then it was gone, replaced with that cold, indifferent mask.

“I have,” she said, her voice a whisper now, but there was finality in it. “I’ve moved on. And I’ve made peace with it. I don’t hate you, but I don’t love you either. I can’t.”

I felt the weight of her words crash over me, but I didn’t let it show. I refused to show her how deeply her indifference stung.

“Then why are you here?” I demanded, the words barely leaving my lips before I regretted them. “Why are you still in this city, still living your life as if I never meant anything to you?”

Her gaze softened for the briefest moment, but it wasn’t enough to break through her wall.

“I’m not the same person I was,” she said, her tone quiet but firm. “And you... you’re not the person I thought you were either.”

Those words sliced through me like a blade. She was right. I wasn’t the same man I used to be. I wasn’t the man she fell in love with. The man who once cared for her. But why did she have to remind me of it now? Why did she have to say it like that?

Before I could respond, Elena’s fiancé pulled her away gently. “It’s time to go, darling,” he said, his voice too calm for my liking.

I clenched my fists, the urge to grab her and drag her back to me overwhelming. But something held me back. Maybe it was the fear of losing her completely. Maybe it was because I knew that if I made another move, if I showed any more weakness, she would finally be gone for good.

Elena turned to walk away, but not before casting one last look at me over her shoulder.

“I hope you find what you’re looking for,” she said softly, her words like a whisper in the wind. And then she was gone.

Just like that.

I stood there for a long moment, the silence of the café closing in on me. I was no longer sure of anything. My world, once so clear, now seemed like a fog of uncertainty.

“You’re not going to let her go, are you?” Enzo’s voice brought me back to reality, and I turned to see him standing behind me, watching me closely.

“I don’t know how to let her go,” I muttered, more to myself than to him. “She’s everything. I can’t lose her.”

Enzo nodded, his expression unreadable. “You might not have a choice, boss.”

I ignored him, pushing past him and walking out of the café. My mind was spinning. The rage inside me still burned, but so did something else—a desperation I hadn’t felt in years. Elena had moved on. She had a fiancé. A life.

And I... I was still stuck in the past, clinging to the idea of her.

But I wouldn’t give up. Not now. Not after everything.

I had to make her see. I had to make her understand. I wasn’t going to let her slip away. Not again.
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Days blurred together after that encounter. I couldn't focus on work, couldn't think about anything else. My mind was consumed by her, by the sound of her voice, the way she had looked at me with those cold eyes. I couldn’t escape the image of her and that bastard fiancé, standing so close to her, like they belonged together.

But they didn’t. I would make sure of that.

The more I tried to push thoughts of Elena away, the more they invaded my mind. The way she had turned her back on me, like I was nothing more than a fleeting memory. How could she do that? How could she forget everything we had, all the years we spent together?

I gripped the steering wheel of my car so hard my knuckles turned white. I needed to see her again. I needed to feel her presence, even if it meant dragging her back into my world, kicking and screaming.

But I wasn’t sure how to make her listen. She was so damn sure of herself, so convinced that I was the villain in our story. And maybe I was. But she didn’t know the whole truth. She didn’t know why I had to do what I did.

She didn’t know the sacrifices I made to protect her, even if it meant hurting her in the process.

I cursed under my breath, swerving the car down another empty street. I wasn’t sure where I was going, but I had to go somewhere. I couldn’t sit still. Not while she was out there, living her life with another man.

And that’s when I saw it.

Her café.

I stopped the car abruptly, my heart pounding in my chest. There it was. The café I never thought I’d step foot in again. The café that had been a part of our memories—our life, our future. And now, it was hers. All hers.

I stepped out of the car, my legs moving before I could stop them. I couldn’t let her go. Not like this.

As I walked toward the entrance, I felt the weight of everything I had done, all the mistakes I had made. The mistakes that had led me to this point.

I pushed open the door, the bell above it chiming as I entered. The familiar scent of freshly baked bread and coffee filled the air, but it only made my chest tighten. This place used to be ours.

I scanned the room, my eyes landing on her.

She was standing behind the counter, looking as beautiful and composed as ever. Her long hair cascaded down her back, and she wore that soft, serene smile that used to melt me every time I saw it. But now, it only made my blood boil.

I walked up to the counter, my fists clenched at my sides. She didn’t notice me at first. She was too busy taking an order from a customer. But when she finally looked up and saw me standing there, her eyes didn’t betray a single ounce of surprise.

“Can I help you?” she asked, her voice cool and professional, like I was just another customer.

That was the moment that shattered me. She was so far gone, so distant from me now. I wasn’t even a memory to her. I was just another stranger.

But I wasn’t ready to let her go. Not yet.

“I need to talk to you,” I said, my voice tight with restraint. “Alone.”

She didn’t respond right away, just stared at me, weighing her options. And then, with a deep sigh, she nodded.

“Fine,” she said, motioning toward the back of the café. “Follow me.”

I followed her through the narrow hallway, the air between us thick with unspoken words. When we reached a small office in the back, she closed the door behind us.

She crossed her arms, leaning against the desk. “What do you want, Luca?”

I stepped closer to her, my heart pounding. “I want answers. I want to know why you left. Why you chose him over me.”

She didn’t flinch, didn’t even seem fazed by my proximity. She just looked at me, that cold, indifferent look still in her eyes.

“You don’t deserve answers,” she said, her tone flat. “You never did. And you never will.”

Her words hit me like a punch to the gut. I could feel the anger building inside me again, but I didn’t let it show. Instead, I took a deep breath and tried to calm myself.

“I don’t care if I deserve them,” I said, my voice low but intense. “I need to know. I need to understand why you’re doing this to me. Why you’re doing this to us.”

She let out a bitter laugh. “There is no ‘us’ anymore, Luca. There hasn’t been for a long time.”

The finality in her voice cut deeper than any knife. But I wouldn’t back down. I couldn’t.

“I’m not giving up on us,” I said, stepping even closer. “You may have moved on, but I haven’t. And I’m not going to let you go. Not like this.”

She looked up at me, her eyes flickering with something I couldn’t quite place. For a brief second, I thought I saw a hint of regret, maybe even longing. But then it was gone, replaced by the cold indifference she had perfected.

“I don’t want you anymore, Luca,” she said softly, but her words still stung. “I’m done. This is over.”

She moved past me, walking toward the door.

“Goodbye, Luca,” she said, her voice breaking as she opened the door.

And just like that, she was gone.

I stood there, my heart aching in my chest, my fists clenched at my sides.

I wasn’t going to let her walk away. Not like this.

But how could I make her see? How could I make her understand that I loved her, that I would never let her go?
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