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PREACHERS: 
THE RESPONSE OF HEAVEN
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Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”

— Isaiah 6:8 (NIV)

You are the response of Heaven to the cry of your generation! As a preacher and conduit of the message of the Gospel, you’re not just an extra; you’re a necessity to the purpose that God is working out here on Earth! While you’re a flawed instrument, you are His chosen vessel to communicate His most important message to the people He so desperately loves. The declaring of the Gospel brings freedom, healing, and reconciliation to its hearers, which is why the enemy works to silence the voice of the leaders of God’s people. As you walk in your calling to preach and teach the Word of God, you will have to push past the things that would leave your message powerless or ineffective.

The nation and city you’ve been placed in are strategic, but that doesn’t mean it will be easy or automatic. God is looking for men and women with boldness who will be willing to say, “Here am I. Send me!” Preachers who won’t back down or back up from proclaiming the word of God! This world needs preachers with authority! Just like in Jesus’ time on earth, there are many people talking, but few with authority.

“When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.”

Matthew 7:28-29 NIV

Preaching with Authority is less about mechanics and more about your calling and character. Jesus spoke with authority because He was under authority; He was anointed and called for the hour. He was also living congruently with His message; the Pharisees of the day were living opposite to their preaching. This book will walk through how to write a sermon and communicate well, but it’s more about shaping the foundations of the preacher's life. It’s a call to live a life worthy of the calling you’ve received. It’s a call to develop a depth of character that can carry your calling. It’s a call to boldly embrace your calling to bring God’s Word to a world that desperately needs it! Don’t think small about the call you’ve received.

You’re not here on this planet, in this era, by chance, 
but by God’s appointment! 
SUCH A TIME AS THIS!

In the book of Esther, we see this play out between God’s people and a young Jewish girl named Esther. This story parallels the world we live in today: The enemy had devised a plan to destroy God’s people and purpose, and we also see God’s consistent work at play as the cry of the people reached Heaven. God then orchestrates a plan to have a young woman perfectly positioned to shift the outcome of the enemy's plan and rescue a generation. I encourage you to reread the whole book of Esther with this context in mind, but I’ll focus on the epic conversation that saves a generation. The plot to kill the Jews reaches the ears of Esther’s cousin and informant, Mordecai. He calls on her to step in and speak to the King. This seems logical, but in that context, she explains that she could be killed. When she sends that message back to Mordecai, he sends back a powerful challenge and insight into the vital need for preachers in this era as well:

For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. 
And who knows but that you have come to your royal position
for such a time as this?”
— Esther 4:14 (NIV)

He says if you remain “silent at this time,” it will result in the destruction of this generation. But you may be thinking, “Didn’t God say He would bring deliverance from someone else?” True, and ultimately, God will work His purpose on the Earth no matter our obedience or disobedience, but that doesn’t mean there aren’t negative implications to our disobedience. If God has called you to preach and you remain silent, God will raise up other preachers, but there will be people you were specifically positioned for “such a time as this” who may never hear the Gospel. You and I cannot afford to assume that our obedience to the call of God impacts only me and my life when, in reality, if He’s placed you in this time and called you to be His messenger, then you better believe that your voice is not only valuable but necessary! 

When the church loses its voice, the world loses its way. 
– Leanne Matthesius
THE CALL CONTINUES 
TO GO OUT!
This generational positioning by the Holy Spirit to have the right voice in the right place, at the right time, isn’t just something that happened in Biblical times with people like Noah, David, Samson, Esther, Moses, Joshua, Peter, Paul, Abigail, Joseph, John the Baptist and so many more. It’s still something that God is doing to this very day. Like Kevin Gerald often says, “The Church is plan A, there is no plan B.” In saying this, he was reinforcing the reality that God has placed the privilege of and responsibility of advancing the Gospel on the shoulders of the church, and He doesn’t have a backup plan. That’s why He sent us His Spirit to empower us for the work. And just like the broader collective of believers is responsible for carrying the message of Jesus, we as preachers are the front runners of leading the way in declaring truth and raising others up to do the same. Preachers aren’t the only ones bringing good news; a key part of our role is to raise up the broader church to carry the message to every corner of the Earth!

So, I firmly believe that if you’re hearing the call of God to preach and teach His Word, you must embrace that call with an appreciation for the privilege and soberness of the eternal impact of your response. Eternity is literally in the balance for countless multitudes that will be impacted over the generations as a result of people encountering the truth of God’s Word through you.

THE WORLD IS IN DESPERATE 
NEED OF PREACHERS
In a world of confusion and uncertainty, we need men and women who declare the word of God with boldness and clarity because only in this declaration of truth is there any hope! Many of society’s struggles and hardships result from a lack of truth or the teaching that there is a plurality of truths. We can compromise on preferences and opinions, but where the Word of God is clear, we must be also. As a rule, speak where God speaks, and be silent where He’s silent. This means don’t feel the need to fill in gaps that Jesus never did. For years, we got caught in this trap of making rules where God didn’t; this is when we slip into religion, following the way of the Pharisees of Jesus's era.

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

— Matthew 9:36 (NIV)

When we look out into the city that God has placed us in, we need to see what Jesus sees: people without guidance or revelation. People who are wandering aimlessly need someone with the courage to call them back to the only thing that will give peace and fulfillment to their lives—Jesus. Preachers are guides for people. It’s so important that we as preachers understand this function because we’re not just here to say nice things that people want to hear and dance around difficult issues; we’re called to guide people through life’s dark valleys and confusion back to the clarity of God’s Word.

Preachers aren’t performers; we’re on a mission.

We’re laboring with Christ to mature, strengthen, and lead His people forward. You’re not preaching to “not offend” but to advance their lives. Our preaching should equip and inspire people towards Jesus and His purpose for their lives!

PREACHERS REVEAL
GOD’S HEART
As preachers, one of the primary roles we’ve been given is to echo Heaven. How you view God and think about Him matters. Who is He to you? Is God a taskmaster? An angry dictator? A distant creator? Or is He a loving father, savior, and friend? As I’ve had the privilege of being a father to my two beautiful girls, Mercedes and Kenzie, God has used that to give me glimpses and windows into how much God truly loves us. We are the local representative of the heart of God. When I remind myself of that truth, it impacts what I say and how I say it. If I remember that I’m a steward and an ambassador of Heaven, I’ll bring His message to His people to advance His kingdom. So, while we want to be open and authentic as preachers, ultimately, what I’m trying to reveal is not my heart but the heart and nature of God. My authenticity is not to draw people to me but to reveal more of the heart of God as it encounters my humanity.

WHO WILL GO? 

Why do we even have preachers? The answer to that is simple: God has a message! 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

— Isaiah 6:8 (NIV)

As long as there’s a message God needs to communicate to people, there will always be a demand for a preacher or a voice to bring that message to people! It’s a powerful look into the process of the calling of a preacher. The call goes out, the request comes to Earth, and God is looking for a willing vessel and messenger for His Gospel message! Sometimes, we may not have been the first choice, but just the preacher who said yes! I remember hearing the story that Kathryn Kuhlman shares about God keeping her walking in humility by reminding her that she was well down the list of choices for the ministry but that she was just the one to finally say, “Yes, Send Me!”
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