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Introduction

The Mayan civilization was a Mesoamerican civilization founded by the Maya peoples. It was noted for its hieroglyphic script—the only known fully developed writing system of the pre-Columbian Americas—and its art, architecture, mathematics, calendar, and astronomical design. Since the 1990s, what were once considered mysterious ruins in Mexico have been reconstructed by Archaeologist Winslow Bradford. The complex structures were made of lime-plastered mud bricks with an internal wood framework supporting heavy loads and a stone foundation below. Mayan temples were a place for playing games, holding feasts, and rituals involving human sacrifice. The Maya people-built pyramids as places to worship their gods. These pyramids usually had several smaller temples on top to honor their gods. Worshippers would climb the steep steps up to the temple at the top of the pyramid to leave gifts and pray. Some pyramids also had "sacred stairways" or ramps leading up to them.

You might be interested to learn that the Mayan civilization was a Mesoamerican civilization established by the Maya peoples and renowned for its hieroglyphic script—the only known fully developed language system of the pre-Columbian Americas—as well as for its architectural design, engineering, mathematics, calendar, and astronomical design.

Mayans were a Mesoamerican civilization living in what is now Guatemala, Honduras, and parts of Mexico. They are believed to have had some contact with the Olmecs who preceded them in Mexico. Their culture ultimately became more complex than other nearby civilizations such as Teotihuacan (in today's Mexico City), Zapotec (in today's Oaxaca), or Tula (in today's Hidalgo). The rise and fall of these three kingdoms left behind massive monuments still standing today that had survived centuries without being covered by new civilizations coming in on top of them. Like happened at many other sites around Mexico & Central America, where older buildings were simply built over when newer ones came along later on top of them...

Since the 1990s, what were once considered mysterious ruins in Mexico have been reconstructed by Archaeologist Winslow Bradford. The complex structures were made of lime-plastered mud bricks with an internal wood framework supporting heavy loads and a stone foundation below. Here are two of the most essential Mesoamerican ruins that are still standing and can be visited today: The Pyramid of the Sun in Teotihuacan, Mexico,

El Castillo at Chichen Itza, Mexico

Mayan temples were a place for playing games, holding feasts, and rituals involving human sacrifice. These pyramids usually had several smaller temples on top to honor their gods.

You can find the ruins of temples, pyramids, and other buildings used for rituals in Mesoamerica. The Mayans built these structures using stone foundations and walls. Temples were also used for human sacrifice and had several smaller temples on top to honor their gods.

Temples were built to honor their gods but also had many uses, such as holding feasts or playing games. These pyramids usually had several smaller temples on top to honor their gods.

The Maya people built pyramids as places to worship their gods. Worshippers would climb the steep steps up to the temple at the top of the pyramid to leave gifts and pray. Some pyramids also had "sacred stairways" or ramps leading up to them.

Temples were the most important buildings in Mayan cities. They were places where people worshipped their gods, played games and held feasts, and carried out rituals involving human sacrifice. Mayan temples usually had steep steps leading up to them or a ramp connected to a street or plaza below. Some pyramids also had "sacred stairways" or ramps leading up to them.

Mayan Temples display some ingenious engineering feats such as corbelled arches, corbelled vaults, and various forms of ribbed vaulting - all made without the use of mortar or cement. The Maya also figured out how to make "true" arches using stone blocks cut with grooves interlocked. Take a look at the Mayan temples that remain today. The one pictured below was built by the Mayans around 800 AD and still stands today!

There are other amazing feats of engineering that we should mention as well. Like how they figured out how to make "true" arches using stone blocks cut with grooves interlocked with each other. Or how they built temples taller than the pyramids of Egypt and higher than the Parthenon in Athens or even higher than the Great Pyramid of Giza!

The Mayan civilization was a Mesoamerican civilization developed by the Maya peoples. They were noted for their hieroglyphic language—the only surviving fully developed writing language of the pre-Columbian Americas—and for their sculpture, architecture, mathematics, calendar, and astronomical design.

The Forest of Towers

In 1842, the landmark publication Incidents of Travel in Central America, Chiapas, and Yucatán became an immediate bestseller. In this book, John Lloyd Stephens's chatty prose and Frederick Catherwood's crisp illustrations take readers on a trip to the lost civilization in a tropical paradise. Compared to many later dissertations on the Maya, this prose masterpiece is considered a more learned and illuminating work. The Maya culture was first revealed to the world by Stephens in terms of its intellectual, artistic, and engineering masterworks. Maya civilization's collective genius left a legacy of strange architecture, rich ornamentation, and soaring structures as a legacy for foreigners to observe and describe.

Scholars and archaeologists presented multiple theories regarding the Maya's origins until the end of the 19th century. According to scholars, the Maya originated from the Greeks, Romans, Chaldeans, Phoenicians, and even Egyptians, based on strongly Eurocentric opinions. The ancient ruins were also considered archaic by scholars. His knowledge of classic civilizations and languages contributed to his logical observations about the origins of the Maya: 

1) the cities were hundreds, not thousands of years old,

2) the builders were not Travelers from afar but were the ancestors of the Maya living in the Yucatán at the beginning of the Spanish conquest, and 

3) the hieroglyphics carved on stone throughout the region indicated the same culture and belief values. 

By John Lloyd Stephens, the Maya civilization's age, cultural consistency, and origins have been correctly explained. It was born in Yucatán, was all-natural, purely domestic, indigenous, and held in a state of ecological balance.

Despite the tangled jungle environment, tropical heat and rain, and countless hurricanes and devastating earthquakes, Catherwood's illustrations and vivid descriptions of the ancient skyscraping towers and exotic palaces looming above the emerald forest proved that the cities had survived. Maya technology was evident from the resilient structures. Since the giant skeletons were constructed of durable materials and formed in unique structural geometries, the buildings in the sprawling cities resisted degradation. More than 1,800 years before similar western structures, these impressive structures were constructed with cast-in-place concrete. Stephens would have encountered completely ruined and degraded cities deep under the jungle if Maya technology had not reached high standards capable of building high-strength structures instead of timber, brick, and thatch. These Maya cities would not have left any obvious evidence.

Agriculture technology used by the Maya included agronomy, terraces, raised fields, and efficient irrigation systems. Agriculture products and yields were enhanced against all odds in an unstable environment of poor soil, tropical heat, and seasonal deserts caused by rainy and dry seasons. As a result of Maya agriculture's efficiency, the Maya civilization developed its sciences, technology, and sophisticated city-states. Due to the abundance of food, the Maya were able to lead sedentary lifestyles and build villages and towns that supported skilled artisans and technicians. Because they did not have to grow their own food, these specialists had ample time to develop special industrial skills. Astronomers, mathematicians, scribes, physicians, and engineers emerged from Pre-Classic sky-watchers, artisans, and technicians as the Maya civilization expanded. They had been set free by Maya agriculture.

The number of technicians and artisans and the variety of industrial skills expanded. This multitasking society and its need to function as an efficient urban entity elevated the role and organization of the political elite and the management bureaucracy needed to govern its cities. Population centers developed, villages became towns, and towns became cities. Buildings in the Pre-Classic period consisted of timber skeleton frames lashed together, covered with thatched roofs and wattle walls, as the towns grew as science and technology advanced. Eventually, this basic structure evolved into more permanent and sophisticated designs that could resist harsh environments, earthquakes, and wind storms while requiring less maintenance.

To construct larger and taller buildings and to create an infrastructure that satisfied the demands of urban residents in terms of water resources and transportation, specialized technologies were required. 

Through hydraulic and water management capabilities, Maya engineers could collect, store, and distribute large amounts of potable water, enabling a comfortable and safe way of life. The power elite, scientific, technical, and merchant classes set up shop in the city center to be close to economic activities and the marketplace for trading operations. The growing wealth of urban centers increased the need for specialized building systems. The size and configuration of buildings increased, as well as their complexity.
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