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This book is dedicated to the: 

Icons of Greatness

Voices of Greatness

Seekers of Greatness

Masters of Greatness

Authors of Greatness

Finders of Greatness

Creators of Greatness

Legends of Greatness

Educators of Greatness 

Visionaries of Greatness

Researchers of Greatness

Ambassadors of Greatness

Leading Lights of Greatness

Who make every day great. 
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"Sometimes it falls upon a generation to be great, you can be that generation." Nelson Mandela

Thank you for choosing to read the Greatness Code written by Professor Patrick Businge, Creator of The World Greatness Day, Co-creator of The World Greatness Awards, and inventor of The World Book of Greatness. Professor Patrick Businge is also the Founder of Greatness University: the world’s first institution dedicated to:

	Discovering greatness through its cutting-edge research and coaching; 

	Developing greatness through its revolutionary education; 

	Delivering greatness through its breakthrough publications and partnerships; 

	Sustaining greatness through its continuous training and mentoring;  

	Celebrating greatness through its unconventional awards and ceremonies. 


In writing this code, his goal is to help you discover, develop and deliver your greatness faster than you can ever imagine.  As a greatness creator and dedicated mentor, he has been inspired by great mentors including Dr Myles Monroe, a top leadership expert; Les Brown, The World’s Motivational Speaker; Brian Tracy, The World’s Prolific Writer; and Dr Clyde Rivers, The World’s Civility Spokesperson. Thank you for allowing him to help you walk to your greatness so that you increase your influence and affluence. As the great Nelson Mandela once said, “Sometimes it falls upon a generation to be great, you can be that generation,” this is your season to be an example and not an exception of greatness. 

However, like many other people, you might be searching for greatness but you do not know how it looks like. If you do not know how greatness looks like, how will you recognise it when you see it? More often, thinking about the origins, manifestations, and dimensions of greatness has been like going on a treasure hunt without a map. Hence the need for this book titled The Greatness Code: it is his hope that this code will act as a map to find greatness: the treasure you are looking for. Using various examples from great men and women that ever lived, this code will give you a picture on how greatness how it looks like. 

Whilst Chapter One exposes the dilemma of greatness, Chapter Two presents the multidimensional way of theorizing at greatness.  This is followed by the greatness code which examines the various spheres of greatness such as seekers, finders, leading lights, visionaries, creators, icons, and legends of greatness.  After reading this code, it is his hope that you will allow greatness to dictate your schedule, direct your plans, determine your vision, discern your destination, and make everyday a day of greatness.
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The Greatness Dilemma
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When we look at history, on one side we discover that there have been generations that have come and gone with hardly any trace of their existence. We don’t have to be this kind of generation. On the other side of history, we see that there have been tribes, races, families, leaders that have monopolised greatness and deprived it of others. This monopoly of greatness has resulted in evils against humanity such as slavery, discrimination, apartheid, terrorism, genocides, and wars. We don’t want to be this kind of generation either. 

In the midst of all this, there have been generations that have amazed us with their ideas, surprised us with their invention and astounded us with their discoveries. For instance, the generations that built the great pyramids of Egypt, the great colosseum in Rome and constructed other human wonders of the world. Looking at these wonders, we can hardly understand the brains that brought them to their existence. As we intellectually thirst for answers, we aspire to be like them: be great. In fact, we want to be the greatest generation that ever lived in this universe. 

This desire to be great leads us to the question that has occupied the human mind for many centuries: Why are some people great and not others? Or, are people born great or they become great? For many years, any attempt to answer this question has proven dilemmatic. Just as physicists have argued over whether light is a wave or a particle and theologians argued as to whether God is male or female, so have greatness scholars argued over its answer. In this chapter, I present the greatness dilemma using two concepts: natural greatness and nurtured greatness. 

Natural Greatness

At the heart of the greatness dilemma is the nature or nurture debate. On one hand, there is the argument that all people are born great. We are great by nature. Nature gives us greatness. In other words, we are all inherently great because of our positioning as human beings. This is natural greatness which is hereditary, is determined by nature and bestowed upon us by the creator.  Various versions of this argument exist. For illustration purposes, I will only present 3.

First, theists or people who believe in God have come up with the image of God concept. They firmly believe that ‘All human beings are made in the image of God’. Given that God is great and humans are made in his image, they too are great. Theists thus consider greatness to be originating from God and dwelling in human beings. In this line of thought, greatness is understood as the image of God living within each human being. This greatness is sometimes conceptualized as the soul, the Holy Spirit and conscience. This is evident in the French philosopher Teilhard de Chardin’s assertion that, ‘You are a spiritual being immersed in a human experience’. Then in Robert Collier’s book The Secret of the Ages where he writes, ‘You have within you a force against which the whole world is powerless’. And in one of the foremost spiritual authors Anthony de Mello that: 


I have a treasure: the thing that I value most in life. I relive the events that led me to discover it. I think of the history of my life from the time I found this treasure...what it has done and meant to me. I stand before this treasure and I say, “Of all the things I have, you are the dearest.” 


It is this spiritual reality, this powerful force, this hidden treasure which has been perceived by theists as the source of greatness in the world.

Second, the scientific version of natural greatness is revealed by genetics. According to some scientists, all people are genetically great. In other words, all human beings have a natural ability to be great. Even within people with limited ability or disability, psychologists tell us that there are islands of genius within them hence genetic greatness. This has been referred to as savant syndrome in that these people possess exceptional skills, instinctual ability, giftedness, and inborn talent in certain areas such as music, art, mathematics, memorization, etc. In effect, genetic greatness allows human beings to know beyond their own existence. It allows them to know the things they never learnt. For instance, there are people who have genetic memory that allow them to view a whole city like London, New York or Paris in a short helicopter flight and draw it in a couple of days without any other reference than their memory. 

Third and last, the philosophical version of natural greatness is that no human being is born tabula rasa or with an empty head. From the moment of conception, there exists within each person a dot of greatness that manifests itself with time as the person grows. This dot of greatness allows human beings to see, feel, taste, imagine, and do things that they never learnt. This implies human beings are loaded with greatness from conception ready to explode on any day of their lives. This is sometimes referred to as talent, intuition, genius, giftedness. After examining the three manifestations of natural greatness, it is worth turning to nurtured greatness that, in my perception, suggests the contrary. 

Nurtured Greatness

Nurtured greatness is based on the assumption that human beings are not born great but become great.  This means human beings achieve greatness overtime. In this stream of thought, greatness is perceived as an individual pursuit. Greatness is a direct result of nurture and deliberate practice. With this mindset, any human being can become great if they invest time and effort to do what they want. Effectively, there is no such thing as natural greatness but nurtured greatness. 

Some people suggest that nurturing greatness requires hard work and a winning mentality.  This is best illustrated by this quote from probably the best player in the history of the NBA Michael Jordan: 


I've missed more than 9,000 shots in my career. I've lost almost 300 games. Twenty-six times, I've been trusted to take the game-winning shot and missed. I've failed over and over and over again in my life. And that is why I succeed. 


This winning mentality is characterised by passion, persistence and determination. After reading about natural greatness and nurtured greatness, what do you think is the source of greatness?  

As I think about this question, I remember this quote from the famous Russian ballerina Anna Pavlova who says, “God gives talent. Work transforms talent into genius”. For me, this implies that nature gives us greatness and nurture allow us to manifest it. For instance, a person with innate football greatness (natural greatness) who never practices within their environment (nurtured greatness) will not become great a footballer. A singer with innate singing greatness who never practices will not become a great singer. So, there is need for nurturing so that natural greatness manifests itself. In other words, nature gives us greatness. Nurture allows greatness to flourish. 

Nature-Nurture Greatness

The brief discussion above leads to accept that natural greatness and nurtured greatness go hand in hand. This is the assumption I will make in this greatness code. As you read this greatness code and discover the various manifestations of greatness, you will probably notice the complex interplay between natural greatness and nurtured greatness. If you do not notice it because it is not obviously written, keep this interplay in your mind and it will help you to discover, develop, deliver, sustain, and celebrate your greatness. 

What follows in this book is a model that allows you to know how greatness looks like so that you don’t miss it. The next chapters give you a system on how greatness can be discovered, developed and delivered. In this book, I will attempt to answer three key questions: what is greatness? How does greatness look like? How can I walk into my greatness? It is my belief that once we know what greatness is, then we can discover it, design it, develop it, deliver it, sustain it, and celebrate it in individuals, nations, organisations, and systems. Let us now start with the first question: what is greatness? 
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Dimensions of Greatness
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Scientists tell us that for something to be complete, it must have dimensions. For example, the dimensions of objects are length, breadth and height. I think this is the same for greatness. In my view, there are four dimensions of greatness: inward, outward, upward, and downward greatness. These dimensions help us to answer the initial question that have occupied the human mind for centuries: what is greatness? Before exploring the 4 dimensions of greatness, it is worth looking at an example of a person who, according to me, epitomizes these dimensions. 

Augustine of Hippo 

[image: image]

“People travel to wonder at the height of the mountains, at the huge waves of the seas, at the long course of the rivers, at the vast compass of the ocean, at the circular motion of the stars,
and yet they pass by themselves without wondering.”  
St. Augustine of Hippo 354-430

Augustine was an influential theologian from the modern-day Algeria. He was a Berber by ethnicity and was born in Souk Ahras. As his area was very Romanised, Augustine and his parents spoke Latin at home. Whilst his father was a pagan, his mother was a devout Christian. For Augustine, he belonged to the Manichean sect founded by the prophet Mani around 240 AD. For most of his life, Augustine searched for love and truth. In his autobiography Confessions which is one of the most read books after the Bible; Augustine details his battle against sin and his struggle toward a life of virtue and greatness. In the Confessions, Augustine remembers the time when a youth stole a fruit from an orchard because he liked the idea of rebelling. This incident stuck in his mind and helped him formulate his idea of the inherently sinful nature of human beings. 

Despite his lifestyle, Augustine developed an interest in philosophy and rhetoric. These led him to a prestigious career as a Professor of Rhetoric and Philosophy at the Imperial Court of Milan. Though he was reaching his goals and achieving his dreams, Augustine felt his life was not yet fulfilled. His pursuit of truth left him feeling empty inside until he realised that he could only find fulfilment in God. As he wrote in his Confessions, ‘You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.’

While in Milan, Augustine became skeptical of his Manichean faith. During this skepticism, he met with Ambrose: the Bishop of Milan. Augustine became his friend, listened to his sophisticated lectures and church sermons. This experience later led to his conversion to Christianity. Augustine was baptised by Bishop Ambrose in Milan on the Easter of 387.  In my view, Augustine models what searching for greatness in all its dimensions looks like: coming to an awareness of God, gradually turning toward to Him, moving ever closer to Him, and never turning back. For Augustine, becoming a Christian marked the end to his Manichean faith and the comforts to which he had become accustomed. 

When his mother Monica died, Augustine returned to his hometown in Algeria with his son Adeodatus. He sold what he had except the family home and gave all his money to the poor. Using the family home, he started a religious community for men so that he can give them a chance to live his lifestyle. He was ordained a priest and later became the Bishop of Hippo in North Africa where he died. 

Augustine’s story is an illustration of hope for those who look for greatness in all the wrong places. It reminds us that we will remain discontented until we discover our true greatness and live it.  He is best known for his writings that have stood the test of time and remain among the most-cited by theologians and philosophers as they tackle issues facing the modern society such as the problem of evil, suffering, free will, justice, and education liberalism. Augustine was declared Great by the Roman Catholic Church and was canonized by Pope Boniface VIII in 1298. 

Inward Greatness

At the heart of Augustine’s life is his search for inward greatness. Also called the inward dimension, inward greatness is the inner search to discover who he is and the reason for his existence. It is the inward concern that he had to know himself and achieve self-mastery. This was based on the assumption that if he was not concerned about developing himself, he was not going to be concerned about developing others and helping them step into their greatness. 

Inward greatness is therefore your deepest quest to know yourself. This engenders knowing your purpose: what you are living for and what you are willing to die for. Inward greatness pushes your life forwards to achieve your dreams and vision. In this dimension, your greatness lies in your ability to seek and find for your identity and purpose in life. This is reflected in what the 4th Century African Bishop of Hippo St. Augustine wrote in his book Confessions after discovering his inner greatness after years of searching: 


Late have I loved you, beauty so old and so new: late have I loved you. And see, you were within and I was in the external world and sought you there, and in my unlovely state I plunged into those lovely created things which you made. You were with me, and I was not with you. The lovely things kept me far from you, though if they did not have their existence in you, they had no existence at all. You called and cried out loud and shattered my deafness. You were radiant and resplendent, you put to flight my blindness. You were fragrant, and I drew in my breath and now pant after you. I tasted you, and I feel but hunger and thirst for you. You touched me, and I am set on fire to attain the peace which is yours. 


Like Augustine, once you find who you are and what you are living for, you experience an outward push to actualise you purpose, fulfil your
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