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Dedication

To all who watch for the return of Jesus Christ.

To those who wonder if the signs of the times are unfolding before their eyes.

To those who have questions, concerns, hopes, and even fears about the future.

And especially to those who love the Savior and long for the day when faith shall become sight.

May we be found watching.

May we be found faithful.

May we be found ready.

Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
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Introduction

Why Another Book About the Second Coming?

Few subjects capture the attention of Christians more than the return of Jesus Christ.

For generations, believers have studied prophecy, searched the scriptures, examined world events, and wondered whether they might be living in the last days. Entire libraries have been written on the subject. Conferences have been held. Predictions have been made. Timelines have been proposed. Some have confidently declared that they had finally unlocked the mysteries of biblical prophecy.

Yet despite all of this effort, one fact remains unchanged:

No one knows the day or the hour of the Savior's return.

Jesus Himself said so.

That reality has led some Christians to avoid the subject altogether. If we cannot know when Christ will return, some ask, why bother studying the signs?

The answer is simple.

Because Jesus told us to.

The same Savior who taught that no man knows the day or the hour also commanded His followers to watch, to be ready, and to recognize the season of His coming. He warned of deception. He spoke of wars, tribulation, and worldwide gospel preaching. He compared the signs of His return to leaves appearing on a fig tree. Just as we can recognize that summer is approaching without knowing the exact day it will begin, Christ taught that believers can recognize the season of His return.

This book is not an attempt to set dates.

It is not an attempt to sensationalize world events.

It is not an attempt to convince readers that every headline fulfills a biblical prophecy.

Instead, this book is an invitation to study what Jesus actually taught.

Throughout these pages, we will spend most of our time in the words of Christ Himself, particularly in Matthew 24, where the Savior answered His disciples' questions about the end of the age and His return. We will also examine the teachings of the apostles and prophets, compare major Christian viewpoints, and carefully distinguish between what the scriptures clearly teach and what remains uncertain.

Whenever possible, we will follow a simple rule:

Certainty where scripture is clear.

Humility where scripture is not.

You may discover that some of your assumptions are challenged. I certainly have had many of my own challenged over the years. Faithful Christians often disagree about prophetic details. Questions surrounding the rapture, the tribulation, the millennium, and the sequence of future events have been discussed for centuries by sincere believers who love Jesus Christ and accept the authority of the Bible.

This book does not ask readers to abandon their faith tradition.

It asks only that we approach the scriptures with open hearts and a willingness to learn.

More importantly, this book is not ultimately about prophecy.

It is about preparation.

The purpose of prophecy is not merely to satisfy curiosity about the future. The purpose of prophecy is to draw us closer to Jesus Christ. If our study of the Second Coming causes us to love the Savior more deeply, trust Him more completely, repent more sincerely, and follow Him more faithfully, then we will have gained something of eternal value.

The greatest question is not whether we can identify every future event.

The greatest question is whether we know the Shepherd well enough to recognize His voice.

Jesus declared:

"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me." (John 10:27)

That promise may be more important in the last days than any prophetic timeline.

As you read, I invite you to bring your Bible, your questions, and your faith.

Search the scriptures.

Consider the evidence.

Pray for understanding.

Most of all, look to Jesus Christ.

The signs of the times matter.

The return of the King matters.

But the King Himself matters most.

And so, with hope rather than fear, anticipation rather than anxiety, and faith rather than speculation, we begin our journey together.

Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
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The Question That Started It All

Few conversations in all of scripture have generated more discussion than the one recorded in Matthew 24.

For nearly two thousand years, Christians have returned to this chapter seeking answers about the future. Entire books have been written about it. Sermons have been preached from it. Prophecy conferences have been built around it. Yet before we begin examining the signs Jesus gave, it is important to understand the setting in which His words were spoken.

Like all scripture, context matters.

The words of Matthew 24 were not spoken in a classroom. They were not delivered as part of a theological debate. They were spoken by Jesus Christ during the final week of His mortal ministry, only a few days before His crucifixion.

The Savior knew what lay ahead.

His disciples did not.

As they left the temple in Jerusalem, the disciples called His attention to the magnificent buildings that surrounded them.

Matthew records:

"And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple.

And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down."
(Matthew 24:1–2)
To modern readers, these verses can pass quickly. To the disciples, however, the statement must have been shocking.

The temple was not merely a building.

It was the center of Jewish worship.

It represented the covenant people of God.

It was the focal point of religious life.

To suggest that such a structure would be completely destroyed would have seemed almost unimaginable.

Naturally, the disciples wanted to know more.

Matthew continues:

"And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?"
(Matthew 24:3)
That single verse contains the questions that have occupied Christians ever since.

When shall these things be?

What shall be the sign of thy coming?

What shall be the sign of the end of the world?

Before examining Jesus' answer, however, we should recognize something important.

The disciples may not have fully understood the difference between these events.

From their perspective, the destruction of the temple, the coming of the Messiah in power, and the end of the age may have appeared closely connected.

Looking backward through history, we can see that some events Jesus described appear to have been fulfilled during the first century, particularly in connection with the destruction of Jerusalem. Other events clearly point beyond that period toward His future return.

This observation has led many Bible students to conclude that Jesus was addressing more than one horizon at the same time.

Like a mountain range viewed from a distance, events separated by centuries can appear close together from the perspective of prophecy.

The prophets often saw future events without always being shown the exact amount of time separating them.

Isaiah saw both the suffering Messiah and the reigning Messiah.

Daniel saw kingdoms rise and fall across centuries.

The Apostle John was shown events spanning vast periods of time.

Likewise, Jesus appears to discuss both near and distant events within the same discourse.

As we move through this book, we will attempt to distinguish between what may have been fulfilled in the first century, what appears to describe the entire Christian era, and what seems to belong specifically to the period immediately preceding the Savior's return.

We do so humbly.

Faithful Christians have sometimes disagreed about the meaning of certain prophetic passages. Our purpose is not to claim certainty where certainty does not exist.

Rather, we will seek to understand what Jesus taught and why He taught it.

Interestingly, the first thing Jesus did was not answer the disciples' questions directly.

He did not begin by discussing wars.

He did not begin by discussing earthquakes.

He did not begin by discussing the Antichrist.

He did not begin by discussing timelines.

Instead, He issued a warning.

A warning that remains just as relevant today as it was nearly two thousand years ago.

"And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you."
(Matthew 24:4)
Those words will become the subject of our next chapter.

Before speaking of political upheaval, natural disasters, persecution, tribulation, or His glorious return, Jesus warned His followers about deception.

The order matters.

The Savior understood that one of the greatest dangers facing believers in the last days would not simply be hardship.

It would be confusion.

False teachings.

False hopes.

False fears.

False claims.

Counterfeit voices pretending to speak for God.

Perhaps there is a lesson in the fact that Jesus began there.

Many Christians approach prophecy seeking information.

Jesus first offered a warning.

Many seek a timeline.

Jesus first emphasized discernment.

Many want to know what will happen.

Jesus first taught His followers how to avoid being deceived.

That may tell us something profound about preparing for His return.

The disciples wanted signs.

Jesus wanted disciples.

The disciples wanted information about the future.

Jesus wanted faithful followers.

As we continue our study of the signs of the times, it will be helpful to remember that the ultimate purpose of prophecy is not merely to reveal future events.

Its purpose is to help God's people remain faithful until those events arrive.
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​What We Know
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Jesus taught Matthew 24 during the final week of His mortal ministry.

The disciples asked about the destruction of the temple, His coming, and the end of the age.

Jesus answered their questions directly.

His response forms one of the most important prophetic discourses in all of scripture.
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​What We Think
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Some portions of Matthew 24 appear to have had an initial fulfillment in the first century.

Other portions appear to point to events associated with Christ's future return.

It is possible that Jesus intentionally addressed both near and distant events.
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​What We Do Not Know
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We do not know the exact sequence of every future event.

We do not know the precise timing of the Savior's return.

We do not know every detail of how prophecy will unfold.
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​How This Should Change Us
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The first step in understanding the signs of the times is learning to listen carefully to Jesus Christ.

Before looking for signs in the world around us, we should pay attention to the words of the Savior Himself.

The One who promised to return is also the One who taught us how to prepare.

That is where our study must begin.
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​Chapter 2

[image: ]


Take Heed That No Man Deceive You

If Jesus had been speaking to a modern audience, many of us would have expected Him to begin with wars, earthquakes, economic collapse, political turmoil, or natural disasters.

Instead, He began somewhere else entirely.

The first sign Jesus emphasized was deception.

Matthew records:

"And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.

For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many."
(Matthew 24:4–5)
It is worth pausing and asking a simple question:

Why did Jesus begin there?

Of all the dangers He could have mentioned, why did He first warn His followers about deception?

The answer may be found in the nature of deception itself.

Wars are visible.

Earthquakes are visible.

Famines are visible.

Persecution is visible.

Deception often is not.

The person being deceived rarely realizes it at the time.

A thief who enters through the front door is easy to recognize. A thief who disguises himself as a trusted friend is far more dangerous.

In many ways, deception is the enemy's favorite weapon because it attacks the mind before it attacks anything else.

Long before people abandon truth, they usually become confused about truth.

Long before people reject God, they often accept a counterfeit version of God.

Long before people embrace error, they usually begin by questioning what is true.
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​The First Deception
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The very first recorded temptation in scripture involved deception.

In the Garden of Eden, Satan did not begin by attacking Adam and Eve physically.

He attacked truth.

"Yea, hath God said...?"
(Genesis 3:1)
The strategy has not changed.

From the beginning, the adversary has sought to distort truth, create doubt, and substitute counterfeit teachings for divine revelation.

Throughout history this pattern repeats itself again and again.

False religions.

False prophets.

False messiahs.

False doctrines.

False promises.

False hopes.

False fears.

The battlefield is often the human heart and mind.
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​Many Shall Come in My Name
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Notice carefully what Jesus actually said.

He did not merely warn about openly evil people.

He warned about individuals who would come in His name, particularly, those who preach for money or fame.  Turn away from those.  Prophets never preached for money.  

That distinction matters.

Many of the greatest deceptions throughout Christian history have not come from obvious enemies of Christianity.

They have come from people claiming to represent Christ.

Some have sought power.

Some have sought money.

Some have sought influence.

Others may have been sincere but mistaken.

Whatever their motives, Jesus warned that many would deceive and many would be deceived.

His words should encourage humility.

Every Christian should be willing to ask:

Could I be mistaken about something?

Am I willing to follow truth wherever God leads?

Do I love Jesus more than I love my assumptions?

These questions are not signs of weak faith.

They are signs of honest faith.
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​False Christs
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Jesus specifically warned:

"For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many."
(Matthew 24:5)
History records numerous individuals who have claimed messianic status.

Some have gathered only a handful of followers.

Others have attracted thousands.

Still others have launched movements that persisted long after their deaths.

Jesus warned that such claims would increase.

This warning appears especially relevant because many of those deceived are not intentionally seeking falsehood.

They are seeking hope.

They are seeking answers.

They are seeking deliverance.

The desire itself is understandable.

The danger comes when that desire exceeds discernment.
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​False Teachers
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The New Testament repeatedly echoes the Savior's warning.

The Apostle Paul wrote:

"For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears."
(2 Timothy 4:3)
Peter warned of false teachers.

John warned believers to test the spirits.

The apostles clearly understood that deception would remain one of the greatest challenges facing the Church.

This does not mean we should become cynical.

Suspicion is not discernment.

Fear is not discernment.

Discernment comes from knowing truth well enough to recognize error when it appears.

Bank tellers are not trained primarily by studying counterfeit bills.

They become familiar with genuine currency.

When a counterfeit appears, the difference becomes obvious.

The same principle applies spiritually.

The more familiar we become with Jesus Christ, His teachings, His character, and His voice, the easier it becomes to recognize counterfeits.
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​The Information Age
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Never in human history has information been more abundant.

With a few clicks, a person can access sermons, podcasts, videos, articles, commentaries, and opinions from every corner of the world.

This presents tremendous opportunities.

It also creates tremendous challenges.

The modern Christian faces a problem few believers encountered in previous centuries:

An overwhelming number of voices.

Some speak truth.

Some speak partial truth.

Some speak error.

Some mix all three together.

The challenge is no longer finding information.

The challenge is identifying wisdom.

Jesus anticipated this problem long before the invention of the internet.

His solution remains remarkably simple.

Know Him.

Hear His voice.

Follow Him.

The safest place for a Christian is not merely within a system, a denomination, a movement, or a personality.

The safest place is close to Jesus Christ.

My Sheep Hear My Voice

Years before giving the Olivet Discourse, Jesus taught:

"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me."
(John 10:27)
That statement may be one of the most important promises in scripture.

Notice what Jesus did not say.

He did not say His sheep would never encounter deception.

He did not say false teachers would never appear.

He did not say confusing times would never come.

He said His sheep would know His voice.

A shepherd's sheep may find themselves surrounded by unfamiliar sounds, but they learn to recognize the voice that matters.

Likewise, Christians living in confusing times can learn to recognize the Savior's voice through scripture, prayer, worship, obedience, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
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​The More Excellent Way
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Some Christians become fascinated with identifying deception everywhere.

They see conspiracies around every corner.

They spend more time studying error than studying Christ.

Ironically, this can become its own form of deception.

Jesus did not tell His followers to become experts in every false doctrine.

He invited them to become faithful disciples.

The best defense against deception is not paranoia.

It is discipleship.

The more closely we follow Jesus Christ, the less attractive counterfeits become.

Perhaps this is why the Savior chose to begin here.

Before discussing wars.

Before discussing tribulation.

Before discussing cosmic signs.

Before discussing His glorious return.

He reminded His followers that they would need discernment.

Because the greatest danger in the last days may not be that people fail to recognize the signs.

It may be that they follow the wrong voices while looking for them.
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​What We Know
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Jesus identified deception as the first major warning of the last days.

False christs and false teachers have appeared throughout history.

The apostles repeatedly warned believers about deception.

Christ promised that His sheep can learn to recognize His voice.
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​What We Think
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The increase of communication and information in modern times may amplify the challenge of spiritual discernment.

Many end-time deceptions may appear religious rather than openly hostile to Christianity.
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​What We Do Not Know
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We do not know every form deception may take in the future.

We do not know all the false teachings that may arise before Christ returns.

We do not know how every prophecy concerning deception will be fulfilled.
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​How This Should Change Us
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We should become students of Jesus Christ before becoming students of prophecy.

We should seek truth with humility.

We should know the Savior's voice through scripture, prayer, and faithful discipleship.

The closer we walk with Christ, the less likely we are to be led astray by voices that only pretend to speak for Him.
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​Chapter 3
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​Wars and Rumors of Wars
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After warning His disciples about deception, Jesus immediately turned to another sign that would characterize the age preceding His return.

Many Christians are familiar with His words:

"And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet."
(Matthew 24:6)
For many readers, this verse raises an obvious question.

If wars are one of the signs of the times, should we interpret every conflict as evidence that the Second Coming is about to occur?

History shows that many have done exactly that.

Christians have pointed to the fall of Rome, the Crusades, the Napoleonic Wars, the American Civil War, World War I, World War II, the Cold War, the Gulf Wars, terrorism, regional conflicts, and countless other events as definitive proof that the end had finally arrived.

Yet generation after generation has passed.

The world has continued.

And Christ has not yet returned.

Does that mean Jesus was wrong?

Certainly not.

It may simply mean that we have misunderstood His purpose.
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​What Jesus Actually Said
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When discussing prophecy, it is important to pay careful attention not only to what Jesus said, but also to what He did not say.

Notice that He did not say:

"When you hear of wars, know that I am returning immediately."

Nor did He say:

"When war breaks out, calculate the date of My coming."

Instead He said:

"See that ye be not troubled."

That instruction is often overlooked.

Many believers become deeply interested in the signs while missing the Savior's counsel concerning how they should respond to those signs.

Jesus acknowledged that wars would occur.

He acknowledged that troubling events would happen.

But He specifically instructed His followers not to be overcome with fear.

This raises an important question:

Why would Jesus command His disciples not to be troubled?

Perhaps because fear itself can become a form of spiritual distraction.

Fear clouds judgment.

Fear weakens faith.

Fear causes people to seek certainty where God has not given certainty.

Fear can even make people vulnerable to the very deception Jesus warned about in the previous verses.

The Savior's instruction remains just as relevant today as it was when He first spoke it.

Christians should be informed.

Christians should be watchful.

Christians should not be fearful.
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​The World Has Always Known War
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One reason Christians sometimes struggle with this prophecy is because wars are not unique to the modern era.

Human history has been marked by conflict from the beginning.

The first murder recorded in scripture occurred between brothers.

Nations have risen and fallen through warfare.

Empires have expanded through conquest.

Entire civilizations have been shaped by military conflict.

When Jesus said there would be wars and rumors of wars, He was not describing something entirely new.

Instead, He was describing a condition that would continue and intensify as history moved toward its culmination.

The prophet Daniel saw a succession of kingdoms rising and falling upon the earth.

Nebuchadnezzar dreamed of great empires represented by different materials in a massive image (Daniel 2).

Daniel later saw beasts symbolizing world powers that would dominate the course of history (Daniel 7).

The lesson is clear.

Human governments are temporary.

Human kingdoms are fragile.

Only the kingdom of God is eternal.

As Christians watch the nations of the earth, our confidence should never rest in military strength, political leaders, economic systems, or earthly alliances.

Our confidence must rest in Jesus Christ.
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​Nation Shall Rise Against Nation
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The Savior continued:

"For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom..."
(Matthew 24:7)
These words suggest more than isolated conflicts.

They describe widespread instability among peoples and governments.

The twentieth century alone witnessed warfare on a scale previously unimaginable.

Two world wars claimed tens of millions of lives.

Entire cities were destroyed.

The destructive power of weapons increased dramatically.

For the first time in history, mankind acquired the ability to devastate vast portions of the earth.

Yet even here we must be careful.

Jesus did not say that every war signals His immediate return.

Rather, these events form part of a broader pattern.

They remind us that humanity cannot solve its deepest problems apart from God.

Despite advances in science, technology, communication, and education, the human heart remains capable of hatred, violence, greed, and pride.

The Bible consistently teaches that the ultimate solution to these problems is not merely political.

It is spiritual.

The Prince of Peace must eventually return.
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​The Search for Peace
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One of the striking themes throughout scripture is mankind's repeated desire for peace.

The prophets longed for a day when swords would be beaten into plowshares.

Isaiah wrote:

"And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more."
(Isaiah 2:4)
This prophecy has never been fully realized.

Wars continue.

Violence continues.

Conflict continues.

Yet Isaiah looked forward to a future day when Christ Himself would establish lasting peace.

This reminds us that Christian hope is not rooted merely in the absence of conflict.

It is rooted in the presence of Christ.

The world does not simply need better diplomacy.

It needs its King.
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​Why Rumors Matter
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Jesus spoke not only of wars, but of rumors of wars.

That phrase deserves attention.

Many people spend their lives worrying about events that never occur.

Speculation can become just as disruptive as reality.

A threatened war.

An anticipated conflict.

A frightening prediction.

A sensational headline.

These things can create anxiety long before any actual event takes place.

Modern communication has amplified this phenomenon dramatically.

News travels around the globe in seconds.

Rumors spread instantly.

Predictions circulate endlessly.

Every day presents new reasons to worry.

Yet Christ's command remains unchanged:

"See that ye be not troubled."

The Christian life is not lived by reacting to every alarming report.

It is lived by trusting the One who knows the end from the beginning.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Looking Beyond the Headlines
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There is a temptation among prophecy students to view every headline as a fulfillment of scripture.

Sometimes world events may indeed correspond to prophetic themes.

But we should exercise caution.

Many previous generations were convinced they had identified the final conflict.

Many believed they had discovered the last great sign.

Many were certain they had correctly assembled the prophetic timeline.

History teaches humility.

The purpose of prophecy is not to transform believers into newspaper interpreters.

The purpose of prophecy is to help believers remain faithful.

The question is not merely:

"What is happening in the world?"

The greater question is:

"What is happening in my relationship with Christ?"

Wars may remind us that this world is temporary.

But they should also remind us that our citizenship is ultimately in another kingdom.
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​The Kingdom That Cannot Be Shaken
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The writer of Hebrews spoke of a future kingdom:

"Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace..."
(Hebrews 12:28)
Every earthly kingdom eventually falls.

Every empire eventually fades.

Every political system eventually changes.

But the kingdom of Jesus Christ endures forever.

When Christians understand this truth, world events assume their proper place.

They matter.

They affect real people.

They deserve our prayers.

But they do not determine our hope.

Our hope rests in Christ.

And because our hope rests in Christ, we can face uncertain times with confidence rather than fear.

The Savior's first instruction regarding wars remains one of the most important:

"See that ye be not troubled."
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​What We Know
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Jesus taught that wars and rumors of wars would characterize the age preceding His return.

He specifically commanded His followers not to be troubled by these events.

Scripture consistently teaches that earthly kingdoms are temporary while God's kingdom is eternal.
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​What We Think
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Modern communication may amplify the impact of rumors, speculation, and fear in ways previous generations never experienced.

The scale of modern warfare may represent a significant development in humanity's capacity for destruction.
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​What We Do Not Know
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We do not know which future conflicts, if any, will directly fulfill specific prophetic events.

We do not know the precise sequence of wars preceding Christ's return.

We do not know how close current events may be to the culmination of prophecy.
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