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Goat farming holds special significance in the rural economy. It serves as a vital source of income for marginal and small farmers, as well as landless labourers in rural areas. Each year, an average of 34-40 percent of goats are slaughtered for meat, yet their numbers continue to grow at a rapid pace. This is because the reproductive capacity of goats is significantly higher compared to other animals, and goat farming is practiced by people of all castes and communities across every region. In India, 35-38 percent of total meat production comes from goats, while approximately 3-4 percent of total milk production is also derived from them. For these reasons, goat farming has become an integral part of the rural economy of our country. Today, unemployed youth are able to sustain their livelihoods through goat farming. Previously, special attention was drawn to goat farming by agricultural scientists and policymakers.

Goat farming is feasible with low costs and simple maintenance. Goat farmers and unemployed young men and women can acquire a bit of knowledge related to goat farming and run it as a highly profitable business.

Goat farming can primarily be done for meat and fibre (pashmina and mohair). However, in the Jharkhand region, goat farming is particularly beneficial for meat production. The goats found in this area reach maturity at a young age, birthing their kids at least three times within two years, with two to three kids born at a time.

In addition to meat, milk, hides, and fibre, the manure from goats enhances the fertility of the soil. Goats primarily depend on grazing and produce highly nutritious meat and milk for us by feeding on shrubs, grasses, and tree leaves.

Classification of Goats

In India, the classification of goats is primarily based on three criteria.

(a) Based on Height

Goats can be divided into three categories based on their physical height.

(1) Large-sized goats: Goats in this category have a height of over 26 inches. Their body weight ranges between 44 and 132 pounds. They are generally useful for both meat and milk.

(2) Medium-sized goats: Their physical height ranges from 20 to 26 inches. Their body weight can go up to 81 pounds. They are also useful for meat and milk.

(3) Small-sized goats: Goats in this category have a height of less than 20 inches. Their weight ranges from 40 to 55 pounds. Goats in this category are primarily useful for meat.

(b) Based on Productivity

Based on productivity, goats can be mainly divided into four groups:

(1) For meat—Black Bengal, Assam Hill, Ganjam.

(2) For milk—Barbari, Surti, Malabari, Beetle, Mehsana, Khandeshi.

(3) For both meat and milk—Kathiawadi, Marwari, Osmanabadi, Jamunapari, Sirohi, Jalabadi, and Zakharana.

(4) For fibre—Chegu, Chagthangi, Gaddi, Kashmiri.

(c) According to Geographical Conditions

Geographically, India is a diverse country. From a geographical perspective, India can be divided into the following regions:

(1) Himalayan region

(2) Arid northern region

(3) Southern region

(4) Central region

(5) Eastern region

(1) Himalayan Region (Temperate Region)

1. Gaddi—Goats of this breed are found in the Kangra, Chamba, and Shimla regions of the Himalayan state. They are also found in the hilly areas of Jammu. Their colour is light or brownish-red. Goats of this breed produce less milk. They are quite hard-working. Their hair is 7-10 inches long. The horns are pointed. Approximately 1/2 kilogram of fibre is obtained at one time.

2. Kashmiri—Goats of this breed are found in Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh. Their colour is light or brownish-red. The horns are twisted, and the ears stand upright. Their hair is silky. This hair is called Pashmina. About 100-200 grams of Pashmina is obtained from one goat.

3. Chegu—This is also a Kashmiri breed. Its colour is brownish-red. It is of small stature. Meat and Pashmina are obtained from it. The weight of an adult male is 45 kilograms, while that of a female is 32 kilograms.

4. Changthangi—This is a breed from Ladakh. It provides fibre and meat. The weight of an adult goat is 20-21 kilograms.

2. Dry Northern Region

1. Jamunapari—This breed is found in the Etawah and Agra districts of Uttar Pradesh. Its colour is light or pale brown. Occasionally, goats with dark brown or black spots are also found. The body is large. Its ears are large and folded inward. The face is Roman (elevated). An adult male weighs 50 kilograms, while a female weighs 35 kilograms. It is useful for both meat and milk. The average milk production capacity is 1 kilogram per day.

2. Beetal—Goats of this breed are found in the Ludhiana, Amritsar, and Gurdaspur districts of Punjab. The body size is quite large. Its colour is black. Sometimes, there are light spots on a red or black background. The ears are long and droop downwards. The horns are twisted. The face is Roman (elevated). An adult male weighs 50-60 kilograms, while a female weighs 45-50 kilograms. It is useful for both meat and milk. It averages 1 kilogram of milk per day.

3. Barbari—Goats of this breed are found in the Agra and Etawah districts of Uttar Pradesh. Its colour is light with red or black spots. It resembles a deer. The height is medium. The ears are erect. It can be kept tied at home. An adult male weighs 35-45 kilograms, while a female weighs 25-30 kilograms. It is primarily useful for milk. It gives slightly less than 1 kilogram of milk on average.

3 Central Region

1. Marwari—Goats of this breed are found in the Marwar district of Rajasthan. Its colour is black. Its ears are long. It is a dual-purpose breed.

2. Mehsana—This breed is found in the Kockrej, Palampur, and Mehsana districts of Gujarat. Its height is medium. The face is Roman. Its udder is well-developed. It produces good milk. Its ears are brown-black.

Occasionally, there are light spots on a black background.

3. Jalawadi—This breed is found in the Jalawad and Mehsana districts of Gujarat. Its height is tall. The body is straight. Its colour is black. Goats of this breed produce good milk. Its horns are straight and spiral-shaped.

4. Berari—Goats of this breed are found in the Nagpur and Wardha districts of Maharashtra. Its colour is light black.

5. Kachchi—This breed is found in the Kutch region of northern Gujarat and adjacent Rajasthan. Its colour is light black. It is a medium-sized breed. Its horns are spiral-shaped. It produces 1.5 kilograms of milk per day.

6. Sirohi goats are found in the Sirohi district of Rajasthan. They are of medium height. Their colour is brown. This is a dual-purpose breed. They also produce good milk.

7. Jakharana is found in the Alwar district of Rajasthan. This breed is tall. Its ears are long and straight. There is a white spot on the black part of the ear, which is a characteristic of this breed. An adult male weighs between 60 and 80 kilograms, while a female weighs 45-60 kilograms. It is useful for milk production. It yields 1.5 kilograms of milk daily.

4 Southern Region

1. Surti—This breed is found in the Surat and Nashik districts of Maharashtra. It is small in stature. Its colour is light. It is useful for milk production. It gives 1-2 kilograms of milk daily.

2. Osmanabadi—This breed is found in the Osmanabad district of Andhra Pradesh. Its colour is black. It is often found in red as well. The horns are long. It is useful for milk production. It provides 1-2 kilograms of milk daily. Goats of this breed give birth twice a year. Generally, they give more than one kid at a time.

3. Malabari—This breed is found in northern Kerala. It is small in stature. Its colour is not fixed. Sometimes, a mixture of light and dark colours is found. Its hair is long, and some have shorter hair. It is useful for milk production. It yields 1-2 kilograms of milk.

5 Eastern Region

1. Black Bengal—This breed is found in Bengal, Bihar, and Odisha. It is of medium height. The colour is black. The ears are droopy. Its body is wedge-shaped. Goats of this breed are famous for having many kids. It is useful for meat production.

2. Assam Hill - This breed is found in the hilly areas of Khasi, Naga, and Lushai in Assam. It is tall. Its colour is light and brown. It is useful for meat production.

3. Ganjam—This breed is found in southern Odisha. Its colour is black. Its legs are long. It is useful for both meat and leather.

Foreign Breeds of Goats

Some breeds of goats have gained international fame. They are primarily useful for milk production. The breeds are as follows:

1. Saanen - Known as the "Queen of Goats" for its milk. It is found in Switzerland. Its color is usually light. However, sometimes it can also be found in a butter or brown shade. An adult male weighs 70 kilograms, while a female weighs 50 kilograms. The udder is well-developed. On average, it produces 3 kilograms of milk daily. The fat content is 3.3 percent.

2. Alpine - This breed is found in Britain and France. Its color ranges from black or brown to light. Goats that are black with a light stripe on both sides of the belly are preferred. Its front part is higher than the back. An adult male weighs between 65-80 kilograms, while a female weighs 50-60 kilograms. It produces an average of 2-5 kilograms of milk daily.

3.Toggenburg - Goats of this breed are found in Toggenburg, Switzerland. Their color is a deep chocolate. There are light stripes on both sides of the face. Two wattles hang down beneath the neck. Goats of this breed usually do not have horns. An adult male weighs 60 kilograms, while a female weighs 45 kilograms. It produces an average of 2 kilograms of milk daily. The fat content is approximately 3.4 percent.

4. Anglo-Nubian - This breed originates from Britain. It is a crossbreed of Jersi, Jamunapari, Toggenburg, and old British goats. Its color is completely light. However, it may have black or brown spots. Goats of this breed are large. They have long, drooping ears. The face is Roman in shape. An adult male weighs 60 kilograms, while a female weighs 40 kilograms. This goat is referred to as "Jersey." It produces an average of 1 kilogram of milk. The fat content is 5 percent. Additionally, there are some other foreign breeds as follows: Angora (Turkey, Asia Minor), Vienna (Switzerland), Mamber (Syria),

Granada and Yarsian (Spain), Maltese (Malta), Jerebi (Ethiopia), and Golden Guernsey (Britain).

Breeding and Selection

Breeding goats possess certain innate traits that set them apart from other animals. These primarily include:

Small size, equal feeding behaviour, greater ability to digest cellulose, higher fertility potential, more offspring, and a shorter
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