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INTRODUCTION


Small-scale homes have long proven to be an attractive and practical design solution for natural spaces located on the periphery of the city. Small chalets have become hugely popular, largely thanks to two key principles: despite their small space they benefit from all the basic commodities of any home, and they provide ample opportunity for direct contact with nature. And all this comes hand in hand with a huge respect for their natural environment.

It was the very popularity of these properties that saw them breaking geographical boundaries and settling themselves in areas that were far from their natural environment. These days, the spatial limitations of these types of homes make them suitable for far more than one single location. The most up-to-date designs can be adapted to situations ranging from city to mountain and coast.

This book takes us on a journey through the most current and breathtaking compact homes in existence in the world today, designed by the most talented architects and designers.

Over the course of four chapters, you will discover everything: classic cottages that have been passed through the filter of modernity; the most original space-saving solutions for urban locations; coastal houses perched in the most privileged of positions; and the most original, yet ever more commonplace, prefabricated and modular housing solutions.

In demanding environments such as the countryside or mountains, small chalets or cottages remain an ideal choice. These days, progress and developments in techniques, materials, and finishes, together with continuous experimentation and design innovation, have resulted in solutions that are completely in tune with their environment while retaining their every comfort and refined aesthetic finish.

The added attraction of a house simply by dint of its proximity to water, whether it be a river, lake, or ocean setting, is undeniable. Houses located by the water certainly enjoy a privileged position and especially in built-up coastal zones, thanks to their smaller size, manage to stamp their footprint on land where there is little room for construction. Moreover, these homes also demonstrate innovative strategies to help them adapt to the environmental conditions of their natural surroundings, such as the coast.

In urban environments, embracing small-scale designs has been something of a necessity. The growing demands on increasingly urbanized and highly populated spaces have led to the emergence of more and more intelligent living solutions. Today the aim is to get the most out of the little space available, without affecting the house’s overall comfort. Moreover, in the same way as rural homes, urban houses also need to demonstrate a strong relationship with their immediate surroundings.

This book has also set aside a special space in which to showcase modular and prefabricated homes. Among these you will find everything from individual tiny homes that are fully mobile and equipped with the basic essentials for everyday life, to modular homes that despite their simple configuration create fully fledged small-scale residences that can be combined with other modules to create large-scale homes with every creature comfort. This type of house does more than just play with size; it demonstrates certain characteristics that set it apart from the crowd: easy transportation, practical installation in just about any location, minimal environmental impact, and low costs and energy bills.

The wide range of examples of tiny houses that are showcased in this book demonstrates that this is more than a mere architectural trend, more than a simple fad, but rather a phenomenon that is becoming more and more common and is not consigned to a single geographical area. Tiny houses are accessible and are adaptable to any environment, no matter how small and how demanding it may be. Living in small space, whether it be in a compact or a modular home, is no longer a handicap, nor does it require us to give up any of the creature comforts we would expect from a home of a larger size.
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Countryside





[image: image]

[image: image]


Beach Hampton


600 sq ft

Bates Masi + Architects

Amagansett, New York, United States

© Bates Masi + Architects


The design of this house, perched on a plot that was bought by the owners some forty years ago, was driven both by the small size of the land and the legal restrictions on building in the area. The first floor is about six feet above the ground and the maximum height is no greater than twenty-five feet.

This 600-square-foot property explores a geometric solution that brings luxury to a minimal space. Despite its limited size, the experience and functions of this house are similar to those of any of the larger neighboring houses.
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Upper level floor plan
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Lower level floor plan



	A. 
	Laundry closet 



	B. 
	Bathroom 



	C. 
	Hall 



	D. 
	Bedroom 



	E. 
	Open to below 



	F. 
	Entry 



	G. 
	Dining room 



	H. 
	Kitchen 



	I. 
	Living room 



	J. 
	Coat closet 



	K. 
	Powder 



	L. 
	Deck 



	M. 
	Entry walkway 



	N. 
	Parking 
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At the end of the access road through the native vegetation, this house is situated in the center of the landscape like an object mounted on a pedestal.
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001

Open-plan spaces—those that incorporate different rooms within the same environment—tend to be a smart solution for use in compact homes.
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002

Orientating the building correctly can eliminate the need for heating or air conditioning. In tiny houses, it can also ensure the interior is adequately lit.






[image: image]


 




003

Using large, transparent glass walls to separate certain spaces in place of walls creates the feeling of one continuous space.
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Sol Duc Cabin


350 sq ft

Olson Kundig Architects

Olympic Peninsula, Washington, United States

© Benjamin Benschneider


This design is a response to the owner’s wish to own a compact chalet that is easy to maintain and virtually indestructible; a place in which he and his wife can stay during his beloved fishing trips.

Supported by four steel columns, the chalet boasts a spectacular sliding gate that can be completely closed when the owner is away. The chalet’s sturdy patina and raw materiality respond to the surrounding wilderness, while its verticality provides a safe haven from the occasional flooding of the nearby river.
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Site plan
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West section
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South section
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Tiny houses are ideal for use in harsh natural environments. They can be easily raised on pillars to stand them away from the ground, and can have high ceilings attached to provide protection from the sun or storms.
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Axonometric view
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Exploded axonometric view
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Main level plan
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Upper level plan



	A. 
	Entry 



	B. 
	Bathroom 



	C. 
	Kitchen 



	D. 
	Dining/Living room 



	E. 
	Terrace 



	F. 
	Trench drain 



	G. 
	Loft 
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In homes with high ceilings, installing a mezzanine not only makes the most of the height, it can also create little areas with much more privacy than the communal spaces.
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Moose Road Residence


1,894 sq ft

Mork Ulnes Architects

Ukiah, California, United States

© Bruce Damonte


This project is a prime example of the measures that are necessary for a house to coexist in total harmony with its surroundings. Through its structure and the materials used, it achieves a complete balance between the wishes of the clients, a small budget, and the role of the environment as an active agent in the final configuration of the project.

The result is a house that, by observing its landscape, maintains intact each and every tree that surrounds it (from roots to crown) without compromising the beautiful views that surround it as well.

[image: image]

Made of raw, unfinished steel, the building’s exterior cladding changes color and takes on a life of its own during the course of the day according to the movement of the sun.
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Distributing a house into differently orientated axes enables it to be adapted to the peculiarities of the terrain and be divided into very distinct spaces.
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High-intensity, white artificial lighting in the kitchen not only provides plenty of illumination under which to work, it also increases the feeling of space.
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Site plan
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Floor plan



	A. 
	Entry 



	B. 
	Spa room 



	C. 
	Great room 



	D. 
	Kitchen 



	E. 
	Powder room 



	F. 
	Bedroom 



	G. 
	Closet 



	H. 
	Deck 
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North elevation
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Section
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Brightly colored floors, especially those in the same color as the walls or one that is very similar, create continuity between surfaces, which immediately increases the feeling of space.
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BIG & small HOUSE


1,200 sq ft

Simon Storey/Anonymous Architects

Los Angeles, California, United States

© Steve King


This project aimed to make the most of the reduced size of a home situated on a smaller than usual uncultivated plot. Thus, with just two full-height walls, the design creates an interior that is almost as big as the building’s footprint. Furthermore, high ceilings and abundant natural light help to give the house a strong loft feel.

The end result is a reversal of expectations, in which the smallest house in fact contains the largest space: the square feet it lacks are made up for in volume.
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When building on slopes and uneven terrain, constructing on piles helps to keep the plot intact and means that the entire space between the house and the ground beneath can be used.
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Site plan
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South elevation
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East elevation
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North elevation
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West elevation


  1.  Tempered glass, typical

  2.  Metal siding typical

  3.  Concrete pile beyond

  4.  Concrete pile, typical

  5.  Natural grade

  6.  Top of slope beyond

  7.  Structural post

  8.  Structural concrete pier beyond, typical

  9.  Structural concrete pier

10.  Natural undisturbed finish grade

11.  Natural finish grade

12.  Skylight

13.  Building beyond

14.  Automatic sectional garage door



[image: image]

Sections
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	A. 
	Garage 



	B. 
	Mezzanine 



	C. 
	Living room 
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Whether it be with natural or artificial light, effective lighting in passageways adds to the feeling of space and facilitates people’s movement.
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Loft plan
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First floor plan



	A. 
	Bedroom 



	B. 
	Stairs 



	C. 
	Garage 



	D. 
	Bathroom 



	E. 
	Living/Dining room 



	F. 
	Kitchen 
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Kitchen islands are a beautiful and practical way to provide continuity between the dining room and kitchen, as long as you have enough space to install them.
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The house’s asymmetric parallelogram footprint mimics the shape of the plot, and results in an unusual geometry inside and outside. The elevation of the house also reflects its shape.
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It is difficult to get full use from corners. One way is to position the furniture so as to create a storage space. In a minimalist room, a chair or lamp can also add space to a corner.
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