

    
        
          The Logistics of the Corporate Gut

        

        
        
          Edward Heath

        

        
          Published by Edward Heath, 2026.

        

    



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      THE LOGISTICS OF THE CORPORATE GUT

    

    
      First edition. July 8, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Edward Heath.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8235276345

    

    
    
      Written by Edward Heath.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by Edward Heath

	    

      
	    
          
	      Beyond

          
        
          
	          The Seed

          
        
          
	          Beyond Belonging

          
        
          
	          Beyond the Boundaries

          
        
          
	          The Adventures of Nance Hatfield

          
        
          
	          Journey Through the Stars

          
        
          
	          The Nexus

          
        
          
	          The Veiled Expanse

          
        
          
	          Beyond the Edge

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Bloodstained Shadows

          
        
          
	          A BloodStained Shadow

          
        
          
	          A BloodStained War

          
        
          
	          BloodStained Beginnings

          
        
          
	          Blood Ronin

          
        
          
	          Viking Blood

          
        
          
	          BloodStained Tears

          
        
          
	          BloodStained Eclipse

          
        
          
	          A Midnight Wedding

          
        
          
	          Blood Bound

          
        
          
	          Blood Doll

          
        
          
	          Bloodstained Moon

          
        
          
	          Enchanted Bonds

          
        
          
	          Legacy of Shadows

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Dungeons & Dorks

          
        
          
	          The Dragon Wasn’t Supposed To Be There

          
        
          
	          The God Wasn’t Supposed To Be Helpless

          
        
          
	          The Plot Wasn’t Supposed To Be Self-Aware

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Fractured Reality

          
        
          
	          In the Shadow of the Hunt

          
        
          
	          The Hunt: Into the Frost

          
        
          
	          The Hunt Sands of Survival

          
        
          
	          I Dream

          
        
          
	          The Silent Cage

          
        
          
	          Utopia Sold, Dystopia Lived

          
        
          
	          Flickers of the Future

          
        
          
	          I Remember

          
        
          
	          The Hunt

          
        
          
	          Echoes of Balance

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Fragments

          
        
          
	          A Fragment of Humanity

          
        
          
	          Fragments of Unity

          
        
          
	          Fragments of Discovery

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Midnight Carnival

          
        
          
	          Midnight Carnival

          
        
          
	          Midnight Carnival The Enchanted Forest

          
        
          
	          Midnight Carnival: The Maze of Shadows

          
        
          
	          Midnight Carnival and the Haunted Masquerade

          
        
          
	          Midnight Carnival: The Cemetery of Whispers

          
        
          
	          The Midnight Carnival: The Dream Library and The Fountain of Youth

          
        
          
	          Midnight Carnival The Beginning

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Redemptions

          
        
          
	          The Judgment of Gabriel Hawke

          
        
          
	          The Redemption of Matthew Hawke

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Shadow Banned

          
        
          
	          Shadow Banned

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Shadows Reborn

          
        
          
	          Rebirth

          
        
          
	          Ascension

          
        
          
	          Late Night Radio

          
        
          
	          Hellbound

          
        
          
	          Catalyst of Shadows

          
        
          
	          The Night Crew

          
        
          
	          Lilith

          
        
          
	          Late Night Radio: A Miracle in the Dark

          
        
          
	          The Night Crew: Full Moon Protocal

          
        
          
	          The Night Crew: Shadow War

          
        
          
	          Afterlife

          
        
          
	          Rebirth

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Society of Shadows

          
        
          
	          It’s Always Night Somewhere

          
        
          
	          Life does strange things to you

          
        
          
	          The History of Everything, According to Lucifer

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Evil Bunny

          
        
          
	          Wild Inferno

          
        
          
	          Beyond Absurdity

          
        
          
	          Requiem: Shadow and Light

          
        
          
	          The Garden Gnome

          
        
          
	          Pain

          
        
          
	          Smoke and Shadows

          
        
          
	          The Chosen

          
        
          
	          Shattered Democracy

          
        
          
	          Shadows of Valor

          
        
          
	          Breaking Stupid

          
        
          
	          Alien Ultimatum

          
        
          
	          Luck o' the Unlucky

          
        
          
	          Fluffy the Demon Destroyer of the Worlds

          
        
          
	          The Puppet Masters of Liberty Hall

          
        
          
	          The Host's Game

          
        
          
	          Breaking the Cycle

          
        
          
	          Voyage Awakened

          
        
          
	          Son of Satan

          
        
          
	          Beyond the Horizon

          
        
          
	          So I'm Dead, Now What?

          
        
          
	          To Tend the Stars

          
        
          
	          You Signed for This

          
        
          
	          Six Hours Down

          
        
          
	          Symmetry: State of Affairs

          
        
          
	          The Logistics of the Corporate Gut

          
        
          
	          Le Dégustation Infernale

          
        
          
	          Heirs to a Silent Earth

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at Edward Heath’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Also By Edward Heath

Dedication

Epigraph

The Logistics of the Corporate Gut

Chapter 1: The Corporate Gut

Chapter 2: The Executive Ascent

Chapter 3: The Green Ledger

Chapter 4: The Sloth Engine

Chapter 5: The Red Refinery

Chapter 6: The Copycat Ward

Chapter 7: The Longing Loop

Chapter 8: The Return Loop

Sign up for Edward Heath's Mailing List

Further Reading: A BloodStained Shadow

About the Author



  	
  	
			 

			
		
    To my readers, thank you for stepping into strange worlds and following every impossible path to its end.
To my family, thank you for your love, support, and patience throughout this journey.
And to my friends, thank you for the encouragement, laughter, and inspiration that helped bring these pages to life.
This book is for all of you.

      

    



  	
        
            
            Every machine believes it is indispensable. Every system believes it is eternal. Even Hell eventually forgets why it was built.

      

    


The Logistics of the Corporate Gut

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 1: The Corporate Gut
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The grease in the Lower Administrative Kitchens did not fall from the ceiling; it seemed to exude directly from the air itself, condensing on the exposed copper pipes like a thick, amber sweat that tasted faintly of copper and old pennies. Bartholomew sat on a three-legged stool that had been bolted to the linoleum floor sometime during the late Eisenhower administration, his fingers slick with the lard of forty thousand industrial breakfasts. His job description, printed on a piece of gray parchment that had long since dissolved into mush in his back pocket, was deceptively simple: he was the Chief Portioner for Sector Four, a vast, subterranean cafeteria that fed the middle-tier bureaucrats who spent their eternities filing the paperwork for the people who had filed the paperwork incorrectly in life. It was a closed loop of absolute futility, seasoned with a heavy dash of salt and low-grade MSG.

"More," the man in the line said. He didn’t have a face so much as a collection of wet, gray folds where a face should have been, his eyes buried deep beneath ridges of pale skin that looked like rising dough. He held out a plastic tray that had warped under the heat of the heat lamps, its gray compartments stained with the ghosts of a million previous mystery meats. Bartholomew looked down into the steam table. Today’s offering was a gray, gelatinous slurry that the menu board referred to as Reconstituted Loaf No. 7. It vibrated slightly, a low, rhythmic pulsing that suggested it hadn't entirely given up the ghost of whatever cellular matter had been used to construct it. He brought the heavy stainless-steel ladle down into the pan with a wet, sucking sound that echoed off the tiled walls, lifting a portion that was exactly the size and weight of a human newborn. He dropped it onto the tray with a heavy thud.

"Next," Bartholomew said. His voice was a dry rattle, the product of four centuries of inhaling deep-fried sulfur and the exhaust from the massive, coal-fired dishwashers that hummed in the dark behind him. The line didn’t move. It never really moved; it merely compressed, the damned souls packing tighter and tighter against one another until the fabric of their polyester suits began to melt together from the sheer friction of their collective misery. This was the Gluttony Sector’s outer rim, the place where those who had spent their mortal lives consuming beyond their means were given exactly what they wanted: an endless, bottomless buffet of absolute nothingness. The joke, of course, the little cosmic punchline that Douglas Adams might have appreciated if he hadn't been busy being dead somewhere more pleasant, was that the food provided no nourishment, no satisfaction, and absolutely no caloric value. It was merely weight. It was the physical manifestation of gravity, filling their stomachs until their knees cracked under the pressure of their own internal ballast.

Behind Bartholomew, the kitchen door swung open with a screech that
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