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    Dedicated to all those who've supported me, especially F & Z

      

    


For as long as he could remember, all Richie York had wanted was to be a hero.

For the most part, he liked to think he’d succeeded in that goal, difficult though the path was.

It wasn’t that he wanted this for the acclaim or the attention, no, as a deeply empathetic young man who’d always instinctively put the needs of others before himself, more than anything else he found himself wanting to put as much good into the world as possible, and he was pleased to say that now he was actually capable of bringing life to that desire. At 23 years of age, he had already been serving for two years as a firefighter and certified EMT with the Springwood Fire Department, and liked to believe he had already helped a great number of people in that time. To be fair, Springwood was a small town, and though the SFD served the remainder of Spring County as well as Springwood proper, they were hardly as busy as they would be in a big city.

Nevertheless, he was kept busy and got to live every day happy that he was helping people, and that wasn’t bad by his books.

On top of all that, Richie knew he’d be lying if he said he didn’t live something of a charmed life. Between regular workouts, a physical job, and hitting the genetic lottery, he knew he was pretty fucking handsome, even if he genuinely didn’t like making a big deal of it. With a face that was at once boyish and carved with a distinctive, prominent jaw line, one that was offset by dark puppy dog eyes that had a way of melting the ladies’ hearts, he had a pleasant, easygoing look about him that made him easy to open up to. Like everything else about him, his soft brown hair was meticulously trimmed, even if he found it nearly impossible to win the war against his stubble that kept a near-permanent residence on his lower face.

It was his body, however, where he was truly gifted, as the 6’3” firefighter was fucking built. With muscles forged for practical, physical labor and honed in his frequent gym trips, Richie had the body of a Greek god. Mostly, this wasn’t a bad thing for the handsome young man, as it had served him well over the years and even helped him catch the eye of his girlfriend of two years, a sweet and thoroughly cute blonde elementary school teacher by the name of Elisabeth Driscoll.

The way Elisabeth looked at him, not just ogling him as so many women did, but actually seeing him, offering him a smile that let him know that she cared about him on a deep and fundamental level beyond just his looks (not that he minded when she was the one ogling him)... well, that always made him feel truly warm inside. Elisabeth was the kind of woman he could see a future with, and though they both had been dealing with pretty rough hours lately, there had been discussions of moving in, maybe even something more.

Richie knew he lived a charmed life, and that his good looks, natural and honed alike, were a big part of the why of that... but there were some times where the naturally shy guy found the attention they brought him to be a problem. Sometimes, even, a big problem.

Take the Springwood Fire Department’s annual fall fundraiser, for instance.

***
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Every fall, the towns of Spring County would get together in the town square of Springwood for a weeklong festival celebrating a kickoff of the season. There were games and activities for the kids, silent auctions and a scale pub crawl for the adults, and the true backbone of the event, the stalls from local businesses looking to peddle their wares. This local festival had a way of bringing people in from far and wide, and had only been growing in renown over the past few years, meaning that for those local businesses who desperately needed the money, it was a fantastic opportunity to make some extra income.

While this was easier for businesses, it was a little trickier for the local services that weren’t about making money, but that could use that extra cash all the same. The SFD had tried a number of fundraising ideas in the past with little to no effect, and with their aging fire station in desperate need of some modernization, they were in pretty dire straits.

And then Richie York joined the service.

By the time fundraising ideas were being bandied about for the year’s upcoming fall festival, Richie had already made something of a name for himself in town as a hardworking, upstanding young man and a good face for the department. Call it a bit of bad timing, or perhaps the cruel hand of fate, but as new fundraising schemes were being considered by Fire Chief Guerrero and the rest of the department’s bigwigs, Richie just happened to be walking by and caught the chief’s eye. An idea formed, at first more as a bad joke than anything else, but within ten minutes of conversation, Guerrero and the bigwigs realized they had a potentially fantastic idea on their hands.

And that was the birth of the SPRINGWOOD HEAT calendar. All it took was hiring a talented photographer and finding a dozen of the most presentable local firefighters (with some cops and a hunky nurse from the hospital thrown in for good measure to pad out their numbers), to put together a pinup calendar of the town’s men in uniform. It was fairly tongue in cheek, with a lot of skin (albeit tasteful amounts of skin), with all proceeds going to the most immediate needs of the fire station and whatever leftovers there might be going to other local charities.

If it weren’t for a good cause, Richie never
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