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SMART POP EXPLAINS HARRY POTTER BOOKS AND MOVIES

SMART ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS THAT POP UP

There’s not a witch or wizard alive who doesn’t know the name Harry Potter. In fact, there’s hardly a Muggle alive who doesn’t know his name. Since the first book, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, was published in September 1998, over 500 million copies of all the books in the series have been sold, and the Harry Potter movies have made $7.73 billion altogether at the box office.

That’s a lot of Galleons!

But do you really know who Harry Potter is? Or Hermione? Or Dobby? Or even what Dobby is? And do you really know why you should know? Because even if you know you should know, there’s so much to know. You know? Like the memories in a Pensieve, the sheer amount of detail in the “Potterverse” can be more than astounding and entertaining. It can also be as daunting as the Triwizard Tournament Challenges.

You see, there are people who have only seen the movies and not read the books . . . or read the books and not seen the movies. And then there are those who are so devoted and, probably, have so much free time, who have seen all 18 hours of the movies, read all 4,224 pages of the books, and bought all the T-shirts. And then there’s you, and a lot of people like you, who are just coming on board the Hogwarts Express and don’t know what you don’t know.

Smart Pop Explains Harry Potter Books and Movies: Smart Answers to Questions That Pop Up is here to help! Because unlike any other encyclopedia, trivia book, or know-it-all Potterhead, this book will explain it all to you in a way that nothing or anybody’s ever done before. Like a friend sitting next to you in the movie theater (or on your couch), it’ll not only fill you in on who’s who and what’s what, it’ll add lots of serious, fun, and seriously fun insights and asides to make it all go down sweeter and smoother than a glass of butterbeer. So not only will you learn the basics and discover a few forgotten things, you’ll be able to watch the movies and read the books with a totally new perspective.

So sit tight and hold on for a wild ride on the Knight Bus as we explain all about Harry Potter.

And if that didn’t make sense to you . . . you definitely need this book.

Alohomora!
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[image: ]Who Is Harry Potter?

Harry Potter, the son of James and Lily Potter, started life as an ordinary wizarding baby (if wizarding babies can be considered ordinary). James and Lily were members of the Order of the Phoenix, a group of wizards who opposed the evil Dark Lord, Voldemort. Most wizards and witches don’t like saying his name out loud so he’s sometimes referred to as “He Who Must Not Be Named.” As Dark Lords are wont to do, when Harry was a little over a year old, He Who Must Not Be Named came to the Potters’ home and attacked the family. Lily sacrificed herself, activating her special protection for Harry. When the Dark Lord attempted to use a Killing Curse on Harry, it rebounded, destroying the Dark Lord’s body and leaving a lightning-bolt-shaped scar on Harry’s forehead. We keep calling him the Dark Lord because we don’t like saying his name either.

Harry was raised by his Muggle (wizard speak for “normal boring human”) aunt and uncle, Petunia and Vernon Dursley—if you can call how they treated him that. It was more like they barely tolerated him—he was little more than a servant for them and his spoiled cousin Dudley. The Dursleys were not what you could call model citizens. However, things changed on Harry’s eleventh birthday. He discovered he was a wizard and was enrolled at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry (where he would learn . . . you guessed it!).

Though he grew up outside the magical community, when Harry enrolled at Hogwarts, thanks to his scar, people already knew who he was—the legendary “Boy Who Lived” (because “the Boy Who Has a Lightning-Shaped Scar on His Forehead” takes too long to say).

He later was also known as “the Chosen One,” and he liked that name about as much as the Boy Who Lived—which was not at all.

[image: ]Who was He Who Must Not Be Named and how do we talk about him?

Very carefully! Lord Voldemort (SHHHH! You’re not supposed to say the name—he may be listening!) is the dark wizard who terrorized the wizarding world twice. Decades before Harry was born, Hogwarts student Tom Marvolo Riddle was obsessed with becoming immortal.

Riddle’s father, Tom Sr., was a rich Muggle whom Tom’s mother fell in love with and won his affection by using magic. At least temporarily. Tom Sr. left his family after his wife, Merope, stopped using magic on him. Merope died soon after Tom Jr. was born, leaving him to be raised, unaware of his wizardy powers, in a Muggle orphanage.

Dumbledore brought him to Hogwarts, where he discovered he was descended from one of the school’s founders, Salazar Slytherin. A gifted student, Tom soon found he could perform unusual feats, as many young witches and wizards do. But unlike many young witches and wizards, Riddle discovered possible methods of immortality, and soon set into motion his plans to defeat death.

Creating a new identity for himself, Tom became the Dark Lord. He wasn’t fond of the fact that he himself was only a half-blood wizard. To renounce his father’s Muggle heritage, he chose a new name—an anagram formed from his real name, “Tom Marvolo Riddle”: “I AM LORD VOLDEMORT.”

Like a verse from a certain Alanis Morissette song, it’s ironic that Voldemort’s plans to achieve immortality racked up a deadly cost. Voldemort’s power grew, and eventually a war raged between his followers and those who wished to protect a peaceful and tolerant way of life, in particular, acceptance of Muggle-born wizards and witches.

Voldemort was totally obsessed with not dying. Like, even more obsessed than your best friend is about making TikTok videos. He Who Must Not Be Named wanted to be He Who Will Never Die, No Matter What. This sort of obsession can cost you a social life. Luckily, Voldemort had some followers (more than your friend does on TikTok) who were almost as obsessed with not dying as he was.

[image: ]Who are the Dursleys?

Imagine the meanest, most obnoxious people you can imagine. Now double it (triple it, in the case of Vernon), and you have the Dursleys. The Dursley family were the “worst sort of Muggles imaginable,” according to Professor Minerva McGonagall. She would know. Prior to Professor Albus Dumbledore leaving the infant Harry Potter in their care, McGonagall, in the form of a cat, watched them all day.

Why was Harry left with them? Petunia was Harry’s aunt on his mother’s side. Vernon and Petunia Dursley disliked anything out of the ordinary and were well aware that Harry’s parents, James and Lily, were magic. Petunia, in particular, despised even knowing about the wizarding world (for reasons). She and Vernon concocted lies and kept the truth from Harry when they were forced to take him in. They treated their nephew as poorly as a house-elf, not that they knew what one was. For years, Harry’s room was a cupboard under the stairs, and he was treated like a servant.

In contrast, they spoiled their own son, Dudley, tremendously. He was allowed to eat anything he wanted, and at each birthday he received more and more presents than the previous year. The predictable outcome of this treatment? Dudley grew up to be a bully.

[image: ]

After Harry was revealed to be a wizard, it only increased the Dursleys’ dislike of him. However, Petunia had made a promise to Albus Dumbledore after her sister died. They allowed Harry to live there until his seventeeth birthday.

Though he did get an actual room after his first term at Hogwarts. You can’t really keep someone who can cast spells on you in a cupboard under the stairs forever.

[image: ]Who is Rubeus Hagrid?

Astoundingly, Rubeus Hagrid, the Keeper of Keys and Grounds at Hogwarts, actually never graduated from the school. For someone who seemed to Harry and his friends to be everything Hogwarts symbolized, Hagrid never even got the Wizarding World equivalent of a GED.

Born to a human father and giant mother, Hagrid grew quickly, though he never achieved the stature of his half brother, Grawp . . . which is to say, BIG. Giants were not known as much for their magical casting abilities as much as their ability to resist spells cast at them, but Hagrid entered Hogwarts and, despite his expulsion, never left. He was fiercely loyal to Dumbledore, and to his friends like Harry.

As valiant and true as Hagrid was, he had one weakness—his affection for any and all creatures of the magical world. He loved them all, possibly more than people. Even the most disagreeable or dangerous animals were like fluffy kittens to him. His passion and knowledge of the animals was second to none, except perhaps Newt Scamander himself, and it sometimes (okay, a lot of times) got Hagrid in trouble. From hatching a dragon egg in secret to attempting to teach the third-years about hippogriff etiquette (come on, that one’s on Draco, though), Hagrid’s obsession did cause him problems.

[image: ]Who was Albus Percival Wulfric Brian Dumbledore?

Why, the headmaster of Hogwarts, Supreme Mugwump of the International Confederation of Wizards, and Chief Warlock of the Wizengamot, of course!

Dumbledore rose from his tragic family life to become who many considered the greatest wizard of modern times. And since he was 115 at the time of his death (spoiler alert!), that modern time covers a lot of ground. He mentored Harry Potter at Hogwarts and through him ultimately defeated Voldemort, though the Dark Lord’s downfall came after his death.

Known during his time as a student at Hogwarts as perhaps the brightest student ever to attend the school, Dumbledore took the position as the Defense Against the Dark Arts teacher before eventually becoming headmaster. He was always courteous, even in life-threatening situations, and usually calm and humorous. He was somewhat eccentric (Ron went so far as to say a bit “mad”), but there’s no doubt Dumbledore had the best interests of the wizarding world at heart.

True, after the events that crippled his sister’s magic, he blamed Muggles and even supported a world where wizards ruled over ordinary humans. We’ve all been there. However, a repentant Dumbledore saw how power could corrupt and worked the rest of his life to defeat evil—first his ex-friend Gellert Grindelwald and then Voldemort.

His trust was a valued thing, and as Harry and those in the Order of the Phoenix learned, it was something to take seriously. While Dumbledore was not above making mistakes, and indeed considered himself foolish at times, he ultimately helped safeguard the wizarding world from the greatest threats of the twentieth century.

And he didn’t need any Every Flavor Beans to do it.

[image: ]Who is Ron Weasley?

None other than the Boy Who Lived’s best friend. Of course, no wizards ever gave Ron a name like Best Friend to the Boy Who Lived, but Ron might not have minded. Ron met Harry the first day they both attended Hogwarts, when Harry was struggling to get to Platform 9¾. After sharing a compartment on the train, exchanging some candy, and trading some chocolate frog cards, the two became best friends for life.

Ron was often embarrassed by his family’s lack of money, but he loved his large family and friends deeply. He was extremely loyal, and while Hermione’s book smarts and Harry’s cleverness often stole the spotlight, Ron himself had strong magical talents and a quick wit.

[image: ]

Ron loved Quidditch far more than he loved classes, and combined with his knack for following Harry and Hermione into often dangerous situations, it’s a small miracle he graduated at all. Ron was like a brother to Harry, and while they had an occasional fight, the two always came back together.

[image: ]Who is Hermione Granger?

If Ron was like a brother to Harry, then the sometimes overbearing older sister role went to Hermione. Harry’s other closest friend was the cleverest witch of her age . . . possibly any age. Academically, Hermione excelled and was brilliant at any subject she turned her mind to. When she first met Harry and Ron, they were somewhat put off by her bookishness. Perhaps, as a Muggle-born witch, it’s understandable that she would read voraciously about the new world she was becoming a part of.

Ron branded her an “insufferable know-it-all,” and her overeager enthusiasm for answering teachers’ questions sometimes cost Gryffindor points when she was in Snape’s classes. Still, Hermione was loyal and fearless and dedicated to what she felt was right. She was a staunch advocate for humane (or should that be elven?) treatment of house-elves, and didn’t shy away from a fight, whether it was with Draco Malfoy or Voldemort himself.

While Hermione mastered almost every subject at Hogwarts (though she stalked out of Divination, calling it a “rather woolly discipline,” which, to non-Brits, means confused or unclear), her favorite subject was arithmancy. Hermione was such a gifted student that she was able to double her course load during her third year with the help of a time-turner.

Okay, that is a tad bit insufferable.

[image: ]Who is Professor McGonagall?

Professor Minerva McGonagall was the Transfigurations professor and Deputy Headmistress of Hogwarts. A well-respected, no-nonsense teacher, she felt at home becoming a stately cat (her Animagus form), at school teaching, or having tea in a palatial British great house of the 1920s. She was devoted to Hogwarts, Albus Dumbledore, Gryffindor House, and to her students, in particular, Harry and Hermione.

McGonagall was a powerful witch and more than capable of holding her own in a duel, as evidenced by the fact she took on Severus Snape just prior to the Battle of Hogwarts, and bested Alecto Carrow shortly afterward. The only known time she was beaten was when four Aurors hit her in a cowardly attack with four stunning spells as she tried to prevent them from evicting Hagrid.

She took incredible pride in her work and allegiance to the school. She was visibly and justifiably upset when Dolores Umbridge accused her of being disloyal; however, McGonagall never backed down from Umbridge (even though, in the film, the shorter Umbridge kept trying to climb the steps to appear taller than the Tartan Titan of Transfiguration). Yes, Minerva McGonagall would not break a rule.

She might bend a few, though, when it came to Quidditch. As the head of Gryffindor House, McGonagall took the 
Quidditch matches extremely seriously. Over the years, she chastised Lee Jordan for his, shall we say, colorful interpretations of events on the field, but she never booted him from his spot as game announcer. And when first-year Harry took off on a broom against the explicit instructions of Madam Hooch, Professor McGonagall not only didn’t punish him, she made him the Seeker of the Gryffindor team.

McGonagall was a fierce opponent, strict teacher, and graceful dancer. She also had a wry sense of humor and wasn’t above flinging some caustic wit at those she sparred with verbally. And during one of the school’s darkest hours, the Battle of Hogwarts, she showed a gleeful side when she finally got to use the spell to activate the school’s stone guardians to fight against Voldemort’s followers.

Just don’t be late for her class.

[image: ]Who is Draco Malfoy?

Draco was Harry’s chief rival, nemesis, and all-around pain in the wizarding rear while they were both at Hogwarts. Harry first encountered Draco when they both shopped for robes before his first year. Draco’s entitled attitude reminded Harry of a certain cousin who had to get more birthday presents each year than he did the last. While on the Hogwarts Express, Draco realized Harry was the infamous Boy Who Lived, and tried to be friends. This came five seconds after insulting Ron, his family, and non-pure-blood wizarding families in general, so Harry declined to become friends with Draco.

Rich and not afraid to flaunt it, Draco Malfoy was more than happy to let his father purchase Nimbus 2001 broomsticks for the entire Slytherin Quidditch team. Suddenly, Draco was now the Seeker, just as his rival Harry was on the Gryffindor team. Their rivalry went deeper and longer than a few Quidditch matches, however. It started before they even got to Hogwarts and continued until they left.

Draco bullied and taunted his way through his school career. He didn’t just bully Gryffindors, Ravenclaws, and assorted Hufflepuffs, but his own friends (and we use that term extremely loosely) relentlessly. Arrogant, entitled, and let’s face it, a total chicken, Draco was exactly the sort of personality that was perfect for Dolores Umbridge’s Inquisitorial (read: Tattletale) Squad.

It was the reemergence of Voldemort and the imprisonment of Draco’s father, Lucius, that ironically made life truly difficult for Draco for the first time. While his family claimed that Voldemort’s rebirth was all they wanted in life, the reality was quite different. Voldemort treated them no differently than any of his other followers, and he forced Draco to take on a mission in his sixth year—to kill Dumbledore.

While Draco couldn’t make himself do that, he did disarm Dumbledore, and in doing so, set the stage for Voldemort’s final defeat. While Voldemort attempted to master the Elder Wand, he never suspected or knew (nor did Draco) that by simply disarming Dumbledore, Draco had earned the Elder Wand’s allegiance . . . until Harry disarmed him.

[image: ]

It was in the Room of Requirement, during the Battle of Hogwarts, that their feud seemed to end. Harry’s flying skills were put to the test when he saved Draco from the Fiendfyre ravaging the room. It’s not quite the same as catching a Golden Snitch, but in the end, Harry caught the biggest snitch he ever had that day.

[image: ]Who was always forgetting his Remembrall?

Oh, Neville.

Neville Longbottom seemed to be the class sad sack. He was overweight, a grandmother’s boy, and once was abysmally foolish enough to leave the Gryffindor dorm’s passwords for the week written down on a piece of paper and left it lying around. While some may have wondered why Neville was a Gryffindor, he proved his courage his first year at Hogwarts and never stopped proving it.

Neville’s parents were victims of Death Eaters during Voldemort’s first rise to power. Tortured into insanity by the use of the Cruciatus Curse, Neville grew up only knowing his parents during visits to St. Mungo’s Hospital for Magical Maladies and Injuries. Sadly, they never even recognized him. His grandmother raised Neville and was protective of him to a fault. She gave him things like a Remembrall, a magical device to help remind you of things you’d forgotten, though Neville managed to lose it well before his fifth year at Hogwarts. His grandmother also despaired that Neville might be a Squib, and constantly measured Neville against his father, who’d been in the original Order of the Phoenix.

However, despite his upbringing, Neville found his backbone. He stood up to Harry, Hermione, and Ron when they tried to leave the dorms to look for the Sorcerer’s Stone. The kindhearted and meek Neville steeled himself to fight Ron and Harry, until Hermione hit him with a full Body-Bind Curse. Dumbledore gave Neville ten points for having the courage to oppose his friends, which ended up winning Gryffindor the House Cup in Neville’s first year.

Neville’s bravery continued to shine throughout his school career. He was unafraid to practice dancing or ask Ginny to go to the Yule Ball. Neville joined Dumbledore’s Army and it took time for him to find his groove with the advanced spells he learned there. After the news of the mass escape of prisoners from Azkaban, including Bellatrix Lestrange, one of his parents’ torturers, Neville started learning defensive and offensive spells at an incredible rate. He joined Harry and others to fight the Death Eaters when they invaded the Hall of Prophecy in the Ministry of Magic and fought Death Eaters again after Dumbledore’s death on the Astronomy Tower. Neville was instrumental in the final Battle of Hogwarts when he stood up to Voldemort after Harry appeared to be dead, and then killed Nagini, the last of Voldemort’s Horcruxes.

And he didn’t even need the Remembrall.

[image: ]Who is Looney Luna Lovegood?

Luna Lovegood, daughter of The Quibbler editor, Xenophilius Lovegood, shared her father’s passion for the strange, the whimsical, and the really-that’s-just-not-a-thingness of the wizarding world. Xenophilius was devoted to his daughter after the loss of his wife, who died while experimenting with spells.

Though she knew Ginny Weasley, Luna didn’t meet Harry, Ron, or Hermione until their fifth year at Hogwarts, but they quickly became close friends. Luna wasn’t shy about making her odd habits and beliefs known. From wearing dirigible plum earrings or wearing Spectrespecs (to make the Wrackspurts visible, of course), to giving people advice about keeping away Nargles or The Quibbler’s exposé on the Rotfang Conspiracy within the Ministry of Magic (gum disease was a big part of the plot), Luna was nothing if not unique.

Luna also possessed a keen intellect. She answered the riddle of the Ravenclaw common room correctly and she was the one who told Harry where to find the Grey Lady. She explained her and Harry’s abilities to see Thestrals (as they’d both experienced a death of a loved one), and the Spectrespecs appeared to be what helped her find Harry when he was covered by his invisibility cloak and paralyzed by Draco on the Hogwarts Express.

There’s no doubting Luna’s kind heart, creativity, and uncomfortable-at-times honesty. There’s just no reason to believe her if she’s talking about Snorkacks.

But if she’s discussing Loser’s Lurgy . . . there may actually be something to that. Ask Zacharias Smith.

[image: ]Who was Severus Snape?

Potions Master, bullied student, bullying teacher, spy, and all-around not-so-nice person, Severus Snape was (along with Draco Malfoy) the bane of Harry’s existence during his time at Hogwarts. Harry dreaded Snape’s classes, as Snape did. Not. Like. Him. From the first class, Snape belittled him, took points from him, and generally made his life miserable.

[image: ]

Why?

Because of Harry’s parents. Snape had been friends with Lily Potter when she was a young girl and throughout their first years at Hogwarts. Snape was deeply in love with Lily . . . but he was also in love with the Dark Arts. As he began to cross over to the dark side of magic and hang out with those who would eventually become Voldemort’s supporters, Lily had to kick him to the curb.

At first Lily wasn’t fond of James Potter, who was a bit of a bully. One of his favorite targets? Severus Snape. As James matured and stopped bullying, and as Snape got more involved with a bad crowd, Lily and James fell in love. Snape never forgave James Potter for all the bullying or for marrying Lily.

Still, Snape wasn’t pure evil, like Voldemort. He did awful things, to be sure, but he loved Lily and tried to save her from being killed by the Dark Lord. He couldn’t, but he did promise to watch over and protect her son, Harry. He wasn’t happy about it, as Harry resembled James physically and, in Snape’s mind, in arrogance. He made Harry’s school life as miserable as he could . . . but he never stopped protecting him.

[image: ]What’s a Muggle?

Look in the mirror (and not a Mirror of Erised—more on that later). You’re a Muggle. A Muggle is the term for a non-magical person, or an ordinary human being. While primarily a British term, other countries also use the word. In the United States, a non-magical person is often referred to as a “No-maj.” For the most part, Muggles are unaware of the existence of the wizarding world, and that’s how the magical community prefers it.

Which sucks for us, of course. We want to visit Hogwarts, Diagon Alley, and all these other cool places.

Not really Azkaban prison so much, though.

[image: ]Where is the Wizarding World?

While technically the Wizarding World shares the same basic real estate as the non-magical world (namely the planet Earth!), there are parts of it that are less accessible to Muggles. Charms, spells, and even misdirection prevent Muggles from accessing places like the Ministry of Magic or Diagon Alley. After all, even if a Muggle could flush themself down a toilet to get to the Ministry, would they think to try?

Platform 9¾ is the only way for students to board the Hogwarts Express train to school. It is part of the King’s Cross station in London, in between the regular train platforms there. (Hence the “¾” designation. No station agent who wants to keep their job is going to tell you to run into that brick wall between Platform 9 and Platform 10—imagine the lawsuits!) Therefore, most Muggles are unaware of its existence and are thus unlikely to catch the wrong train. Other places, like Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, or Azkaban prison, are more remote and also protected by spells that help avoid detection by Muggles. Of course, with the advent of smartphones and advances in radar and targeting technology, one has to wonder if there might not be a “Detect Magic” app somewhere in the works.

While witches and wizards live everywhere, some villages have a higher concentration of the magical population than others. Godric’s Hollow was the home of the Potter family, Bathilda Bagshot, and the final resting place of the Peverells. Hogsmeade, near Hogwarts School, is a village with numerous magical stores and sights, such as Honeydukes, Zonko’s Joke Shop, and the Shrieking Shack.

While there are a few Muggles aware of the existence of witches and wizards, and of the Wizarding World as a whole, most don’t talk about it. They may be related to a witch or wizard and know the fear and prejudice that ordinary Muggles may have against a relative. Or they themselves may be prejudiced against wizards and want to keep
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