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A  Notes on Thomas Hardy’s The Man He Killed. 
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Teaching Tips 
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War has been a subject of controversy over throughout time. Many poets have written on it and continue to do so.

	Ask your students about the latest war they can recall. Who were the combatants? What was the quarrel about? What were they views of the observers? What are the students views about war in general?

	Let the students read the poem and identify difficult words. Let them compare the title and the poem.
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Answers to questions 
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	The theme of the poem is the inhumanity of war. A soldier, long retired from the war considers his reason for having killed another soldier – a fellow human being. His ‘reasons’ are not personal at all. In fact, he has to grope in the dark memory of his guilty mind to find or rather create a reason. He belatedly admits to himself that, had he met the same person in different circumstances –outside the war for example – the two would probably have become friends. He’d most probably have bought him a drink  ‘.....wet/ right many a nipperkin’, or he’d have helped him with some money, ‘or help to half – a – crown’.

	The speaker is a retired soldier. He is probably addressing a fellow mate –most likely a stranger, at an inn (which might explain his imagery) since it is the similarity the circumstances present that brings to mind this long forgotten incident. The audience only happens to eavesdrop into this conversation.

	The punctuation helps to emphasize the ‘hollow’ nature of the ‘conviction’ that the retired soldier comes up with as he attempts to come up with a reason for his inhuman act. The dash in line 9 demonstrates the speaker’s hesitation as he ‘looks’ for a convincing (at least to himself) reason for what he did since, essentially, there isn’t any. The colon in line 11 again demonstrates the same lack of conviction – the reason why he repeats the empty ‘because’, and the empty ‘my foe of course he was’. In fact, the self-conviction in ‘just so’ even sounds infantile while the words ‘my foe of course he was’ as well as ‘’that’s clear enough’ demonstrate his attempt to ‘hurry on’ since a second consideration of the same will affirm its hollowness – something the speaker cannot live with given again how long he has denied the same! 

	They go to war because they have nothing to do ‘...was out of work’/ or because they have left one job and the war finds them as they are waiting for another, not for it – they are not fanatic ‘communists’ or ‘democrats’ who share in the reasons their governments send them to war. The person he kills, for instance, may have sold the tools of his trade ‘....had sold his traps’, and was therefore merely deliberating on what to do next when the war finds him and he is drafted and therefore, the war gives him something to do. This again emphasizes that the two had no personal reasons to get into the war, or to hate each other for that matter.

	The speaker is very human. The easy conversational tone (emphasized by the iambic tetrameter – the rhythm of normal English speech) brings out the speaker’s humane conversational nature. This is further emphasized by his guilt – consciousness (again emphasized by the form of the poem in stanza two) about an incident that happened a long time ago in the war, but which, due to his nature, has refused to leave his memory.

	The two settings are: (i) war – with all its troubles and violence, and (ii) out – of – war - the serene, calm atmosphere, e g, taking a drink on a calm afternoon many years after retirement which triggers these memories. The words which emphasize these settings are: infantry, shot, killed for the war setting (stanza 2), and fellow, treat, bar, help for out of war (stanza 5).

	Nipperkin - a cup or glass containing   about a half cup of  a drink (in context) – utensils, paper napkins etc.  


Infantry  -  foot soldiers

Treat - buy a drink, a meal etc. in a bar, restaurant etc.

Foe  -  enemy (in context); person hated for no apparent or for a flimsy or childish reason

Traps - tools, equipment, whatever one uses in his trade

‘list  -    (short form of ‘enlist’) get drafted military

Quaint –   odd, old fashioned

Ranged - (arranged) ordered in ranks, standing or walking in formation as in the army

The tone is easy, rambling and conversational as shown by the dominant iambic rhythm e g a consideration of the following lines will show you that the stressed syllables alternate with unstressed to form perfect iambs, which, as said above, form the natural rhythm of the English language.

Had he and I but met   

Was out of work

Had sold his traps

This helps to maintain the conversational nature of the poem – thus the poem feels like a confession of one true friend to another.

NB: it might help to get the students to compare this poem with The Battle by Louis Simpson. Let them compare the themes in both poems and the poets’ attitude to war. 

B  Notes on Robert Frost’s The Objection to Being Stepping On
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Teaching Tips
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	Find out how many of the students have ever found themselves in a very crowded place such as a lift or the shoving and pushing when fighting to get into a train or some other similar means of transport.

	How did the student react to the pushing especially by people bigger than them? 

	Find out whether the students have ever had someone in front of them step back and tread on their toes accidentally or witnessed this happen to someone else. How did it feel? What was their reaction?


	The poem is set on a farm. The allusion to a hoe and row (of crops) shows that the speaker is working on a farm.

	The buttocks of the speaker are struck (see the use of ‘seat’ in ‘in the seat of my sense’). Seeing the buttocks as the seat of one’s sense is quite odd .....but again it makes perfect sense when we think of how some people thrash the buttocks of children to ‘drive sense’ into them. 

	Pun – the humuoruos use of words to suggest two different meanings of the same word – as in ‘term’ – i) a regular period of time e g school term, ii) a word with specialized use in a certain field e g, 


Two examples of pun are:

	Unemployed - 1. Of an object – not in use



2. Of a person – not given any paid work





	Row – 1. A rowdy fight or quarrel             2. No. of things arranged in a line







‘Unemployed’ helps us understand that the hoe is idle and seething with discontent at not having been given any work. Thus, it is waiting until it can get a good chance/opportunity to revenge on the speaker, who is responsible for making it be occupied.

‘row’ helps us picture the line of crops, thus emphasize the setting as well as the context. The speaker walks to one end of the row (of crops?) forgetting the hoe where he begins without giving it any meaningful occupation. This gives the hoe reason enough to get angry and wait on the speaker so it can take its revenge on him upon his return.

	The persona means he insulted it – most likely used a dirty word which he can’t print here. He appears to take offense at the tool which he blames for what happens – rather than recognize his clumsiness. 

	The tool turns into a weapon in that the hoe, a tool normally used for gardening, becomes a weapon which strikes the speaker. Thinking carefully about it, the hoe is actually that metallic bit of the tool. We only add the long wooden handle to make it easier to use the tool. The creative poet sees this which many of us wouldn’t and this helps him compose a very interesting poem. The angry hoe uses its long handle, which becomes its strong ‘arm’ in the context to strike the speaker thus communicate its anger.

	The irony lies in the fact that it is the speaker who views the tool as a weapon. We can easily imagine the speaker, alone in the garden, jumping in pain after being struck by the hoe, insulting and probably kicking it instinctively – in other words taking revenge at it. The hoe remains a tool to any other onlooker and it is quite difficult for anybody else to see it otherwise unless we understand its personification at being cross for being ignored. In the same circumstances, we are quite likely to act in the same way.

	The poet uses a series of iambs and anapests to create a regular rhythm : 


At the end of the row               I stepped on a toe            Of an unemployed hoe               It rose in offense.....

All the underlined syllables in the lines above are stressed while the others aren’t. They form regular patterns and the same patterns, more or less, are carried on to the end of the poem. The poem also uses an average of five syllables in every line to maintain and emphasize this regularity. The end rhyme is similarly regular with every syllable matching one or two elsewhere. The scheme is:

Aaabaccddbeefefgg

The regularity of both rhyme and rhythm helps tone down the violence between the speaker and the object his anger, even making the speaker and his behavior look quite foolish (even though we know we are quite

	People normally regard tools as just that – tools to be used towards a certain end. The personification of the hoe here makes one see how much it is misused or disregarded. The poet intends that we have more respect to tools (probably even people) who help us achieve certain ends. The poet adopts a humorous tone to invoke his critical attitude towards people in the way they use objects and people around them. By personifying the hoe and showing as if it feels offense for the way it is handled, the poet hopes to change people’s attitudes towards objects and people around them especially those used and ignored the way the hoe is in this poem. 

	Precaution  prejudge  pretext        premiere  prepare  prehistory

	Tread/st  ep on somebody’s toe            meaning – offend or annoy somebody.



	The subject of the poem is death. The speaker leaves no doubt as to the fact that he is singing about the inevitability of death. “We shall all enter into the earth.”          



	- Repetition/chorus – “listen o earth ...... die on the earth” – it serves to hammer home the point that though we may not like it, death will always kill and “earth’   will always retain those killed. This heightens the speaker’s frustration.          





	The poem is fit for a burial/funeral ceremony. It would help the speaker to vent out frustrations at the inability to stop the death of a loved one – this might help the singer(s) and the audience to accept the status quo.

	– those in authority – “those who wear head plumes” – being the society’s command, it might be expected that death would fear them – it doesn’t.  




	The speaker is critical of death. He appears to fear it regarding it as mighty. As a result, he cannot criticize it directly and thus addresses earth.                



	The poem is in fitting since in African tradition, people do not just accept the death of a loved one. Relatives and friends will come to mourn with the departed thus death is not viewed as an eventuality but rather like a bad reaper. In the poem, the speaker is similarly not ready to death for what it is – the ebbing out of life – but rather like a fearsome deity who he in fact fears to address, and instead shifts blame to earth.

	- The grave does not get filled –death doesn’t get satisfied. 





	The poem is set in a countryside. The poet paints the image of a house emitting “blue peat smoke” which suggests the fuel used here. The family’s clothes are also hung outside to dry as suggested by their “flapping” in the wind. The diction of the title also emphasizes this. The words “shepherd” and “hut” can only be associated with a rural countryside.

	In the poem, the words “the only sign of life” suggest that the speaker is looking for somebody. This image is extended when he wonders of the whereabouts of the shepherd’s wife, suggesting that he has visited the shepherd’s home on some business and is looking for someone to talk to. The use of “those’ in line 5 also suggests that he is looking at the clothes from a distance.

	Finding the home deserted, the persona is distracted by the clothes flapping in the wind. Their fronts look like the filling of the belly while their limbs appear as if they are waving as they flap in the wind. This gives the persona the feeling that there are invisible forms inside the clothes and that these forms are waving at him.                





	Rhyme scheme - aabbccddee     





	The symbol used in the poem is smoke. It has been used in the poem to represent life and by extension, the shepherd’s family. It is the only sign that the family’s warmth, the warmth of the home is still alive. The smoke suggests a warm house and by extension, a happy family.

	The theme of this poem is 

	Three other aspects of style include: 


	Rhetoric – lines 3 to. 6 form a rhetoric question. “Where was the ...... to her family?”   The question helps expose the speaker’s fears. It is the absence of the family that leads the persona to ask the question. It is this wonder that excites the persona’s imagination into thinking that the flapping of the clothes is in fact ghosts trying them on. This, again, helps give words to the persona’s fears.  

	Imagery – the poet uses a series of images to help picture the scene in the persona’s mind. The smoke is described as “blue” and it is also said to “stagger” which helps the reader “see” it and picture its movement. The clothes are described as flapping and the image is well completed with the flapping being seen as ghosts trying the clothes on. This helps the reader to picture the exact behavior or movement of the clothes.    

	Personification – the poet personifies both the smoke and the clothes. The smoke is described as staggering while the clothes are said to belly out and wave. This helps in not only creating imagery but also in emphasizing the uncanny nature of the scene which leads the persona to think of ghosts.





	Bellied out – pushed the front of the clothes out (forward) to suggest the filling of the belly. This is effective in creating the image of the ghosts inside the clothes “pushing the bellies forward”.  










	Four sound patterns include:





















	‘Lectric should be electric – but the full word would affect the stress pattern beginning with a weak(unstressed) syllable thus affecting the forceful beginning of the line that is intended. All other unstressed opening syllables are conjunctions which only serve to link the lines (see lines 4, 12 and 27). The forceful opening helps to stress the gusto with which Hector goes about his business (as is indeed, also, by the number and nature of objects collected). This in turn helps heighten the deep feelings he has for his collection and thus prepares us for the contrast in the people’s reaction to them in the last line.

	All the things which Hector collects either belong to a bygone age(such as the Gatlin’ guns), objects that are disusable (such as the buckle-less belts, headless dolls, bent-up nails), objects that weren’t intended to be used(such as the copper keys and the rings) or objects that weren’t intended for the regular use(such as the electric trains or the airplane models) – in other words, objects which cannot be used in the normal way we expect them to be. The similarity in the objects emphasizes the theme of the poem. These objects were once cherished or help us to remember the past    nostalgia – the very reason why Hector so cherishes them. 

	The ellipses in the last line help to demonstrate the contrast. So much emphasis has been built in the previous lines on the strong feelings that Hector has for his collection that even the reader is beginning to cherish them. When we see how Hector’s collection is received by others in the last four words, we share Hector’s down – hearted feeling. This helps us to better see Hector’s reason for cherishing the “junk” and how “blind” these people must be, hence we share the speaker’s attitude towards them, By quoting line 26 the speaker helps us to “hear” Hector speak. This helps to demonstrate the depth of feeling in Hector – both for his collection and the need to share that feeling with others – indeed the word “treasure” is Hector’s, not the persona’s. This depth of feeling is contrasted with the people’s rejection which would underline Hector’s feeling of dejection.

	The stylistic device used in lines 22 to 24 is repetition. The words “loved” and “loved them more than” are repeated. These words, first demarcate between the list of Hector’s collection and the   action that Hector intends to take after collecting them – get people to enjoy his collection. Secondly, the repetition helps to emphasize the depth of the love that Hector has for his collection. Placed here, this repetition helps to build suspense and to juxtapose Hector’s deep feeling and depth of sight with the people’s coldness and “sightlessness” in seeing only junk.

	The poet employs pun – the using of words with a double meaning – the belts are worn – out because they are old and probably tattered to give them that aged look. They are also worn – out because they have been worn for too long – their time for being worn is out. The pun is used here to create interest and emphasize humor. It appears that it is the belts that insist on being worn while the wearers are tired of them and itching for something new.

	The four curious words are the adjectives bent – up, to describe nails, stepped – up, to describe horns, dried – up, to describe leaves and worn – out to describe belts. They are curious because they consist of past participles hyphenated to adverbs – most descriptive adjectives are single words. These adjectives demonstrate the poet’s creativity and are more descriptive to create better images. The fact that they contain verbs helps to emphasize action while the adverbs emphasize the resulting action. This is a stronger way of creating imagery than using ordinary descriptive adjectives.

	A collector is a person who collects rare items. In a newspaper advertisement, when something is advertized as ‘a collector’s item’ it means it is rare, often more expensive than expected, thus, meant for people with money to spend and who buy items as mere keepsakes. Hector, however, collects all the junk that people do not need – which people have thrown away. This means that Hector is an extraordinary collector. He sees beauty where others don’t. This way, the poet is ironic about social perceptions of beauty; those with money regard beautiful items as the ones which are expensive, the ones beyond the reach of the common man. Those without money regard beautiful things as the ones bought by the rich – the ones they cannot afford. We do not question these perceptions because we are conditioned as we grow up, meaning that we may never be able to enjoy true beaty – the one which Hector enjoys. 

	The use of modifiers “silly” and “sightless” is quite appropriate. It helps to contrast the way Hector cherishes these objects with the way all other people disregard them. Indeed, it would appear that these people’s attitude to the collection stems from their attitude to Hector himself. It is this that makes them silly. Their attitude again leads them to miss the real beauty of the collection which makes them sightless. They see the surface look of the objects rather than regard their significance – just like the beauty and significance of the skeleton of a dinosaur in a museum would be missed if you thought of it as a mass of bones.

	The poet uses contrast. The emphasis in lines 22 to 24 shows the depth of the love that Hector has for his collection. It helps build the suspense that culminates in his calling the people to admire his treasure – we can even imagine the tone of voice that Hector uses. This is extended in the delay carried in line 27 and half of line 28 as the people come to see. The ellipses actually demonstrate the people’s “looking and considering” and sharply divides this with their verdict. These ellipses thus emphasize both imagery and the contrast.

	(Hector) invited (the people) to go and share his treasure trunk/to go and admire.....









	There are three voices -  the voice of the giant – line 3          - that of the wife  – line 4            - that of the narrator – narration especially              line 9

	Rhythm – the poem adopts a regular rhythm       e.g.  Giant Thunder striding home            Wonders if his supper’s done  




	The dominant feature of style is personification. The poet personifies the weather by imagining that the thunder and lightning we see result from the quarrel between a quarrelsome character named Giant Thunder and his old wife. The giant gets home angry and hungry to find his meal of bones not ready. His anger leads him to cast out his wife and the stove she is using. The noise results in the thunder we know and the lightning we see are the live coals from the stove. The moon is similarly personified. Its being hidden behind clouds the speaker sees as its hiding because of terror. This personification helps emphasize the malevolence of thunder and the fear it creates in everybody.

	The poem seeks to explain the occurrence of thunder and lightning which the speaker sees as resulting from the quarrel above mentioned. The malevolence of thunder leads him to bully his wife for not preparing his meal on time. His roaring causes thunder and his casting out the cooking stove causes lightning. The overturned pot causes the gale and the subsequent lightning – and indeed, only water enough for a giant’s soup would cause a downpour.

	The words “Giant” and ”Thunder” are capitalized to suggest  that it is a proper noun – the name of the supposed giant. This underlines the personification and helps in creating the strong image of the malevolent, quarrelsome and fearsome giant.

	The device is onomatopoeia – the using of words that sound like the sounds they name, A good example is “roars” in stanza 3.

	Striding – walking in long deliberate steps   

	done  - cooked; ready     





















	The action is set in the boy’s bedroom and the action happens in the deep of the night, most likely the small hours of the morning – “the stillest hour of the night”.

	The father’s hands are full of fire since the two hands are cupped over the flame of the matchstick which he lights to see. The perception of the hands being “full of fire” is caused by the fact that the room is dark and only the insides (the palms) of the hands is lit by the light of the matchstick. Also, the boy is not fully awake to fathom exactly what he sees.          

	The hands cupped over the flame form the shape of the heart. The flame within lights this heart shape. When the light is extinguished, this heart shape disappears – goes out the way a fire goes out. This heart is secret because only the boy perceives it this way. At another level of meaning, this heart symbolizes the father’s love for the boy – at least in the boy’s opinion. It is secret because only the boy realizes how much the father loves him – in denying himself sleep to ensure that the son is sleeping peacefully.

	The sun is associated with warmth, life, vivacity etc. To the boy, the lighted heart shape symbolizes the father’s warmth and love for him – thus the reason why he sees it as the sun.

	Aabbccddeeffgghhiijjgg





	The poem also uses alliteration; 





	Recall  - remember  sire  -  father








	The incident has a symbolic meaning to the boy. Apart from the obvious reason that it is uncommon to wake up in the night to find one’s parent watching over with a lighted matchstick that shapes the heart, it does appear that this is the first time that the boy is struck by the depth of his father’s love for him.

	The lighted hear shape is cast on the father’s chest which houses, “hides” the real heart. At another level, it is this heart-shape, seen against overriding circumstances that reveals to the boy the depth of feeling in the “hidden” or real heart – emotionally speaking.

	The double intedre in “a heart that gave out such a glow” is that first, the heart-shape gives out light as a result of the light within. Second, the symbolic heart gives out such a glow in that it shows a lot of love which the father has for the boy. Glow in the second case represents the deep love that the father has in his heart for his son – one that makes him come to check on his son at such a late hour.








d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
Noteston
Jorges P Lopez’s

ilihie
[Bllements of POy

Jorges P Lopez






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





