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INTRODUCTION

In June 2015, Donald J. Trump didn’t just step onto the golden escalator in Trump Tower, but also entered the presidential race, crowded with governors, senators, and party veterans who believed they had earned their shot. The press was unsure whether to treat the announcement as a formality or a publicity stunt; those were the two prevailing thoughts. Hardly anyone anticipated the disruption of American politics as we knew it.

Within moments of Trump’s first speech, the uncertainty surrounding his candidacy announcement gave way to outrage, and the political establishment responded with mockery. Campaign veterans, analysts, and elected officials dismissed his chances. Yet across the country, something began to shift. Voters in towns long overlooked by Washington, D.C. — in steel cities, border communities, farming counties, and suburbs — heard in Trump’s words a reflection of their frustration with elites who spoke in riddles, made promises without follow-up, and seemed to have little grasp of the problems ordinary Americans faced.

Political pundits, unaware of this growing discontent, failed to recognize the scale of this shift. But by November 2016, it could no longer be ignored. Donald Trump defeated former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton in an electoral map that reversed expectations. He swept states where no Republican had held office in a generation and did so by energizing people who were tired of being overlooked. Their vote was not simply a rejection of the status quo but a decision to back someone who had promised to act.

When Trump took the oath of office in January 2017, his administration began with clear directives. One of his earliest legislative victories, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, reshaped the federal tax code in ways not seen since the Reagan era. Corporate tax rates dropped from 35% to 21%, small businesses received new incentives, and working families saw relief in
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expanded deductions and credits. As a result, millions of jobs were created in the next three years, including significant gains in manufacturing and construction, industries that had practically become extinct.

By 2019, unemployment fell, median household income reached record highs, and job openings outpaced the number of unemployed Americans.

At the same time, Trump pursued regulatory reform on a scale no recent administration had attempted. For every new regulation introduced, his administration eliminated eight others. Agencies long criticized for bureaucratic gridlock were pressed to streamline their processes and prioritize results. This also made life easier for small business owners and entrepreneurs.

Energy policy reflected the same posture. Trump opened federal lands to exploration, expedited permits for long-delayed infrastructure, and removed constraints on domestic production. By 2019, the United States had become the world’s leading producer of oil and natural gas. For the first time in decades, it exported more energy than it imported. Gas prices fell, utility costs stabilized, and American energy independence moved from campaign slogan to measurable reality.

Trade, too, underwent transformation. Through executive authority and congressional engagement, Trump imposed tariffs on imports where

U.S. industries had long faced unfair competition.

These economic and structural shifts were not isolated from global events. In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic introduced unprecedented challenges. Swift action followed. Trump contracted the virus himself in October and returned to the public eye after several days of treatment, framing his recovery as proof that America could endure and adapt.

Throughout his first term, Trump faced relentless scrutiny. The media maintained an adversarial posture, opposition lawmakers launched investigations, and his every decision was analyzed with suspicion. Yet public support for his policies remained strong, and his no-nonsense diction kept him connected to the grassroots.
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​When Trump left office in January 2021, he had altered the country’s expectations of leadership, governance, and national identity. He had restored a sense of agency to voters who had felt excluded from decisions made in the corridors of power. That is why leaving office did little to diminish Trump’s presence on the American political landscape. Cable networks continued to cover his statements, and headlines followed his movements with the urgency typically reserved for sitting presidents. Even on social media, Trump remained a viral sensation.

Throughout 2021 and into 2022, Trump’s influence was repeatedly tested and repeatedly affirmed. In primary contests from Arizona to Ohio, candidates he endorsed outperformed expectations. The media, though reluctant to admit it, began to acknowledge the obvious: Trump’s grip on the party was not weakening; it was strengthening. All the while, the existing administration failed to deliver and aggravated the common man’s woes.

On November 15, 2022, Trump formally declared his candidacy for the presidency in 2024.

The months that followed saw a campaign unlike any other in modern history. Trump returned to the rally circuit, drawing tens of thousands to airfields and arenas. His speeches echoed familiar lines, but the tone had shifted. He spoke less about revenge and more about unfinished work. He outlined a vision of the country grounded in self-reliance, dignity of labor, and national pride. Reporters noted the crowds—not only in size but in diversity. Farmers, small business owners, veterans, truckers, suburban parents, first-time voters—all drawn by the sense that the country had veered off course and that Trump remained the only candidate with both the resolve and the record to correct it.

But the 2024 campaign would be marked not only by political contests, but by a genuine threat, for Trump survived not one, but two assassination attempts.

Despite the setbacks, the presidential debates that October marked a shift in public perception. In debates with the incumbent President Joe Biden, viewers noted the difference in command, stamina, and specificity.
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Trump presented numbers, timelines, and policies. Biden, appearing uncertain and halting, struggled to match his opponent’s pace. Within a week of the debate, Biden announced that he would not seek reelection, citing the toll of public service and the need for generational leadership. The Democratic Party nominated Vice President Kamala Harris, who entered the race amid fractured support and internal discord.

As election day approached, Trump continued to emphasize core issues: inflation, crime, parental rights, the border crisis, and America’s dominance on the world stage. He framed the vote not as a personal redemption, but as a national course correction. His campaign gained strength in unexpected regions, narrowing traditional Democratic margins in urban counties while widening leads in rural and suburban districts.

On November 5, 2024, Trump secured a decisive victory with 312 electoral votes and, for the first time in his political career, won the popular vote as well. Voters in swing states delivered strong margins, while new coalitions emerged in traditionally blue states.

He returned to the White House on January 20, 2025, surrounded by supporters who had been with him since the beginning and others who had arrived more recently, drawn by his charisma, but more so by his political achievements. In his inaugural address, Trump thanked the ​American people for their trust and vowed to act without delay. Within hours of being sworn in, he signed a series of executive orders reversing key policies of the previous administration and initiating what would become one of the most aggressive first-year agendas in recent presidential history.

While headlines focused on immigration, Trump’s domestic agenda surged forward. He signed into law the Big Beautiful Bill, a package of reforms that restructured everything from taxation and education to infrastructure and energy. The law abolished taxes on tips and overtime pay, expanded deductions for seniors, created tax-sheltered Trump Accounts for newborns, and modernized air traffic control systems. It also included funding for military readiness and rural broadband expansion. Key to its success was its clarity—the bill focused on working families, veterans, and
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small business owners, rather than expanding bureaucracy or pushing ideological programs.

Yet these achievements, substantial as they were, mark only the beginning of the story this book intends to tell.

The following chapters attempt to capture the full arc of Trump’s leadership from outsider candidate to incumbent president, from political exile to historic return.

A Great American President 45 & 47: Donald J. Trump is not a biography in the traditional sense, nor is it a policy manual or political memoir. It is a chronicle of results.

The first step in that journey begins with a return to 2016, with a man descending an escalator and ascending to the highest office in the world.
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CHAPTER 1

The First Campaign and 45th Presidency

From the gleaming atrium of Trump Tower, his signature Fifth Avenue skyscraper and a monument to American boldness and ambition, Donald

J. Trump, the real estate tycoon and reality television star, announced his candidacy for President of the United States. The announcement was met with widespread media skepticism and late-night ridicule. Yet it was the beginning of a political movement unlike anything the nation had seen in its long and illustrious history.

From the very start, Trump defied the expectations of political analysts, pollsters, and party elites. He entered a crowded Republican field that included the likes of Jeb Bush, Marco Rubio, John Kasich, and Ted Cruz, each bringing conventional policy plans and political credentials to the table. Trump, in contrast, brought none of those. What he offered instead was name recognition, media dominance, and an unfiltered message that cut through the usual decorum.

It worked. For the first time, someone spoke not to lobbyists, donors, or party insiders but directly to the American voter.

Yet while television pundits rolled their eyes, ordinary Americans were tuning in. Trump’s campaign rallies drew enormous crowds across red and blue states alike. He captivated audiences with a message focused on national sovereignty, economic fairness, and unapologetic patriotism. He railed against bad trade deals, unchecked immigration, and what he called the “swamp” of Washington insiders who had grown rich while working families struggled.

What critics called incendiary, millions saw as refreshing. His style—brash, plainspoken, confrontational—was a deliberate rejection of the very
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language and posturing that voters had grown weary of. When he spoke about building a wall, renegotiating NAFTA, or “winning” again on the global stage, supporters heard resolve. Where others hedged, he asserted. Where others calculated, he improvised. He was, for many Americans, the embodiment of a long-awaited revolt against political correctness and establishment complacency.

Trump’s rise confounded the political class. Legacy media failed to grasp the force behind his momentum. Pollsters misread the depth of dissatisfaction across the Rust Belt and working-class America. Hillary Clinton, with decades of political experience, seemed the inevitable victor to most insiders. But beneath the surface, the electorate was shifting. Michigan, Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania, “confirmed” blue states, were the first tremors. What was happening?

Trump’s messaging was rooted in grievances many Americans had long harbored but felt no candidate would voice. His slogans, “Make America Great Again” and “America First,” became rallying cries for citizens who felt forgotten by both parties and the media. Economic anxiety, cultural frustration, and skepticism toward globalist policies coalesced into a political wave. Trump swore to fight for those who had been left behind, to challenge the bipartisan consensus that had failed to deliver.

The results shocked the world. On November 8, 2016, Donald J. Trump was elected the 45th President of the United States. He secured 304 electoral votes to Hillary Clinton’s 227, winning key swing states that Democrats had long considered safe.

Everything about the victory was historic. Trump became the first person elected to
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Victory in 2024 – Becoming the 47th President
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Laws, Acts, and Executive Orders
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The Big Beautiful Bill
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CHAPTER 9

Compassion, Endurance, and Leadership Style
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CHAPTER 10

Foreign Policy and Global Standing
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