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Note

The clay that is used for the projects in this book is a super soft, lightweight, air dry clay. There are many brands on the market, including, among others, Cloud Clay, Creatology Air Dry Clay and Model Magic. Oven-baked polymer clay, kiln-fired clays and heavier, wetter air dry clays are not appropriate for most of the projects in this book.
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These lightweight, air dry clays are easy to work with, providing hours of entertainment and experience in making 3-D art. They are colorful, nearly mess-free and require very little in the way of equipment or tools.

The packages may vary in consistency depending on the brand and whether the package is airtight. Since the clay begins to dry upon contact with air, it is important to keep the clay protected in airtight containers or bags. Generally it dries to the touch in 24 hours. If the clay is too soft, leave it exposed to the air until it starts to dry a bit.

Usually the clay does not stick to hands, though it sticks very easily to itself. Provide yourself with a suitable work area because some of the colors may stain hands or work surfaces. Washing with soap and water will remove most stains.






Tips and Tricks for Using Super Lightweight, Air Dry Clay

Inside each package of lightweight, air dry clay is a whole world full of creations. It’s up to you to imagine it all into being. But you’ll have help. Lots of help. This book is full of tips, tricks and ideas to help you do just that. Ready to start?
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USE THE RIGHT CLAY

Does the clay that you are using feel light, like a marshmallow? Are the words air dry printed somewhere on the package? If so, then you probably have clay that will work for making these animals.
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KEEP IT SEPARATED

If you want one piece of clay to stick to another, just touch them together. It’s that easy. If you don’t want them to stick, keep the pieces separated.
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MIX IT UP

Create striped clay by twisting two or more colors together. Make solid colors by twisting the colors together, rolling and folding, then twisting again.
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PROP IT

Help your creations keep their shape by propping them up until they are completely dry. This won’t matter for some pieces, but an arm that you want to stay up in the air or those wings that are posed for lift off will droop if not propped in place.
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KEEP IT COVERED

Clay that is dried out doesn’t stick to itself very well. And it doesn’t roll into a smooth ball or shape. To keep it fresh, store it in an airtight container or bag. Seal the container every time you use the clay.
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KEEP PROJECT COLORS TOGETHER

Put all of the colors that you’ll use for a project into one gallon-sized bag. If the colors keep sticking together, keep them separate by wrapping each in a piece of plastic wrap. Flatten the bag to press out the air, then fold over the top if you’ll be using it right away. Remember to tightly close the bag when you’re done with the project so you can use the clay another time.
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REVIVE DRIED-OUT CLAY

If your clay dries out, try folding and twisting it to see if it becomes workable. Still too dry? Place it in a plastic bag and sprinkle a little bit of water on it. Too much water will make it very sticky. Leave the clay in the bag for a few minutes, then twist and mix it to see if it’s workable again. If your clay is very dry, you may have to add more water and let it rest even longer. Completely dried-out clay usually cannot be revived, so remember to keep it covered!


Tools You Can Use

Make yourself an art supply box. Decorate the outside if you like and put your favorite art supplies and tools in it. That way you’ll always know where they are, and they’ll be there when you’re ready to create.

You don’t have to go out and buy all new tools. Look around and see what you already have that might work. Here are some suggestions.
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Fill Your Toolbox

Barbecue skewers

Barrettes

Beads

Blocks

Bottle caps

Craft sticks

Dull knife

Flat and round toothpicks

Glitter glue

Glue stick

Knitting needles

Old toothbrushes

Paintbrushes

Paper

Paper clips

Plastic bags

Plastic wrap

Ruler

Scissors

Shoe boxes

Straws

Twist ties

Washers or weights

Watercolor markers

Watercolor paint

Wax paper

White glue that dries clear






A Quick Lesson in Making Faces Using Tools From Your Toolbox

HOMEMADE TOOLS

Not all art supplies need to be purchased. Toilet paper and paper towel tubes, boxes and scrap paper can be rescued from the trash bin. Watch for small jars and cans in the trash and save them to use as handy containers, but make sure they don’t have sharp edges and are well rinsed. Some of my favorite tools are ones that I make from drinking straws and plastic lids.
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Pieces of a straw can be used for making curved lines. To make straw tools, cut drinking straws in sections, then cut them again lengthwise.

Pieces cut from a plastic lid also make great cutting tools. Make them in different sizes so you’ll have some choices. Bend some pieces to make wavy lines or long curved lines.

A QUICK LESSON IN MAKING MOUTHS
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USE THE BEST TOOL FOR THAT SHAPE

A knitting needle or round tool might work best for making a round mouth, while a cut straw tool is a quick and easy way to make a grinning smile. Straight lines are easily made with a piece of plastic that you cut from a plastic lid.
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USING THE STRAW

To use a straw tool to make small, curved lines, pinch the edges together before pressing. It works great for making the doubled curve of a cat’s mouth.
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HOW TO MAKE MOUTHS WITH PERSONALITY

To give more personality to a mouth, press in the corners with a rounded tool such as this knitting needle. It will turn a little grin into a bigger smile.
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MAKE A NOSE

Use a tiny piece of cut plastic to make the lines for a nose.
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USE BEADS FOR EYES

Pony beads can become eyes or glasses, depending on how you use them. To make eyes, press the bead in place, then drop a tiny clay ball into the middle of each bead. Poke the center with a toothpick.
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MAKE GLASSES

To make glasses, press a tiny roll of clay between the beads. This will also cover up cracks, which sometimes happen when the clay dries.
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USE A DRINKING STRAW TOOL FOR MOUTHS

To make simple mouths, press a small ball of pink clay where the mouth will be. Then use a piece of cut drinking straw to press in a curved line. It’s quick and easy!

To form the straw tools, cut a straw into short sections, then cut each section in half, lengthwise. Trim some pieces to create a narrow tool and some to make wider ones.
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USE GLUE AND TOOTHPICKS

Use glue and short pieces of toothpick to help hold shoes onto legs and hands onto sleeves. It isn’t always necessary, but sometimes these small pieces dry out while you’re working on them. They may seem to stick, but will fall apart easily once they’re dry.


How to Make Basic Shapes

All of the clay projects in this book begin with a ball shape because it’s the easiest shape to make and the most useful. It’s also the fastest way to get the clay smooth and to get the wrinkles out.
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When making shapes, first make a ball. Then you can quickly turn the ball into a teardrop, an oval, an egg or a rope.

THE BALL

All of the animals in this book start with one or more of six basic shapes. Learn to make a ball, an oval, an egg, a teardrop, a drumstick and a rope and you’ll be able to make all of the animals in this book. Of course, not all six are used in every animal. However, learning to make these shapes will help in creating that special combination of shapes that makes each animal unique. To illustrate this, let’s see what would happen if we used just one shape to make an animal.
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A REGULAR BALL

A ball is the easiest shape to learn to make. Rolling a ball is the fastest way to get the clay smooth and to get the wrinkles out. Once you make a ball, you can turn it into any of the other shapes.
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ODD BALLS

Rolling a ball of clay seems simple enough—just rotate your hands in a circle as you press lightly against the clay. But if you press too hard, you may get a disk or a football shape. If you press too lightly, or if the clay is too dry, you won’t be able to get the wrinkles out.
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THE BALL DOG

This clay character’s head, body, legs, eyes, ears and nose are all made from ball shapes.

THE OVAL
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MAKE AN OVAL SHAPE

To make an oval shape, start with a ball, then slide your hands back and forth just a few times. Make sure to stop before it turns into a rope.

[image: ]

THE OVAL DOG

This clay character’s entire body is made up of oval shapes.

THE ROPE
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MAKE A LENGTH OF ROPE

To make a long rope, first make a ball, then an oval. Keep rolling, and it will turn into a rope. To make it longer, lay it on the table and keep rolling, but move your hands away from the center as you roll. Don’t push down too hard. Roll and stretch the clay into a long, skinny rope.
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THE ROPE WORM

This clay character is made up of one long, twisted rope shape.

THE EGG
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MAKE AN EGG

To make an egg shape, hold a ball in your cupped hands. Be sure that your little fingers and the sides of your hands are touching and your thumbs are pointed out. Roll your hands back and forth, pressing lightly on the ball. Roll just long enough for the ball to turn into an egg shape.
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THE EGG-EARED RABBIT

This clay character is made up of egg shapes.

THE DRUMSTICK
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MAKE A DRUMSTICK

To make a drumstick shape, start with a ball, then make an egg. Roll your finger just below the small part of the egg. This creates an indentation so the clay looks like a chicken drumstick. To make the shape more


THE DRUMSTICK DOG


THE TEARDROP


MAKE A TEARDROP



MAKING LITTLE SHAPES FOR TEETH, NOSES AND EYEBALLS



MAKE A POINTY-EARED RODENT
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