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Abstract

Where and what is Hell is an examination of what the people of God thought through the writings of 1 Enoch, the Book of the Watchers, and the Zohar. 1 Enoch was written around 250 BCE. The Zohar was written around 200 CE. The addition of fire, torment, and a personification of evil was created by the Christian church of Rome during the Middle Ages.
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What is Hell? There is a difference in the understanding and definition of Hell between the three major world religions of Christianity, Islam, and Judaism. When was the definition of Hell established, and where is Hell located? Also, can a loving and caring God condemn people to Hell?

Hell is defined in the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) as a place where one is disconnected from the LORD. It is not a place of physical torment but rather a place of mental torment because the spiritual connection to the LORD is lost. The ancient Hebrews believed that when one died and was placed in the grave that their connection to the LORD terminated. Therefore, from a spiritual point of view, the person was terminated from all existence. That theological concept has changed over the centuries. However, there are Jews today who believe that when they die their existence is over. 

The Zohar, which are the mystical books of Judaism and Christianity, says that there are three parts to a person. The physical body, the spirit, and the spark of God in each person (the image of the LORD). When the physical body dies, the spirit returns to Heaven. The spark of God is no longer necessary because when the spirit enters the spiritual realm, the power of the LORD is always known. Where does a spirit journey after physical death? An answer to this question can be found in the Book of the Watchers, which is a part of 1 Enoch, which says that spirits travel to the Mountain of the Dead. When the spirit reaches the Mountain of the Dead, it is judged and placed into one of four hollows. 

By the definition of the Zohar and 1 Enoch, all spirits travel into the Heavens to go to the Mountain of the Dead. That means the spirits of evil people and sinners also travel to Heaven. 1 Enoch is contradictory to what is espoused today. Sinners cannot enter Heaven. However, if Hell is a part of Heaven, then how does a spirit get into Hell. In the case of the Mountain of the Dead, which is in Heaven, how can an evil spirit get to the Mountain? 

Perhaps the theological view of Heaven and Hell has to be examined in light of 1 Enoch. Most Christians do not know about the existence of the book 1 Enoch. This book was read by the church until around 600 CE when it became a heresy. A possible reason for this status of 1 Enoch is because the book does contradict the church’s theology of Heaven and Hell. The church outlaws any writings that conflicts with what the church has decided is the “proper” theology about everything. So, 1 Enoch was not studied after 600 CE except for some scholars and persons looking for information about the formation and purpose of Hell. 

In the Middle Ages, the church created the torment and fire of Hell. What purpose did it serve? The building of Saint Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican was a bold project that required a large sum of money. The church did not have the money to do this. Therefore, it created a system where people could purchase indulgences for their relatives in purgatory. They were taught the theology of purgatory. The loved one died and went to the holding place. The living could then pay for indulgences that would help their loved ones move from purgatory to Heaven. How many indulgences were needed? The amount is not known. What it did was to bring in the money needed for the building of Saint Peter’s Basilica. It also was a final spark that created the Reformation in 1517. There is no scriptural writings indicating that the living can buy a dead person’s way out of purgatory. It is up to the individual to repent for their sins, which will lift them out of purgatory. 

After examining the definition of Hell, the next piece of the puzzle is where Hell is located? There is a view from 1 Enoch, and a view based on the Sefirot in the Tree of Life from the Kabbalah (the Zohar and other writings comprise the concept of the Kabbalah). From there, the reader can decide as to the idea of Hell and where it may be located. Do not doubt that there is a place we call Hell. The Bible speaks about such a place. Jesus talks about Hell. It is real, and it is a place that spirits do not want to spend eternity.
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Hell and Heaven Touch in the Gospel of Luke
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20 "And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores, 21 and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling from the rich man's table; besides, even the dogs were coming and licking his sores. 22 "Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham's bosom, and the rich man also died and was buried. 23 "In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 "And he cried out and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.' 25 "However, Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your life you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 'And besides all this, between you and us there is a great chasm fixed, so that those who wish to come over from here to you will not be able, and that none may cross over from there to us.' (Lk. 16:20-26 NAU)

What is important about this narrative is that the rich man in Hell can see Abraham and Lazarus in Heaven. Jesus said that there was a chasm between them. When Enoch was traveling in Heaven, he noted several times that there were mountains with large valleys and chasms between the mountains. The chasm is a divider between Hell and Heaven. When a spirit is condemned to Hell, that spirit can never leave. 

This narrative also indicates that when the flesh dies, the spirit is taken into Heaven immediately. How can the rich man who sinned be in Heaven with Lazarus? Current theology says that sinners cannot enter Heaven. Under that premise, then Hell cannot be in Heaven. However, this narrative is saying the opposite. In the Book of the Watchers, Enoch is taken on a journey. He saw the Mountain of the Dead, the Paradise of the Righteous, and other places in Heaven. He passed over several mountain ranges and valleys and saw different places where spirits were kept. 

A torment in Hell would be the ability to see what the righteous spirits were doing while the spirit in Hell could not. Spirits in Hell cannot communicate with the LORD and would not be able to receive any blessings. 
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