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Elle sat in the parlor, a wineglass of dark blood in one slender hand, glancing around and thinking the room was too red. It was Nashira’s parlor in her old mansion at the top of Eve’s Hollow, and it was quiet and empty. Elle found it almost surreal, the silence, for it suddenly occurred to her that she had only been to Nashira’s mansion when there was a party – a funeral, a masque, a “wine” tasting . . . During such events, the rooms of the mansion would be crowded with vampires and their prey, the vampires gliding about with glowing eyes and gleaming fangs, masculine women in suits and feminine women in tight party dresses. And the music, the music was always exotic, yet soft and soothing. Nashira loved the violin, the oud, and the piano. 

Tonight, however, the mansion was silent and empty, empty except for Elle and the two mortal slaves, Sabrina and Sybelle, who glided back and forth with trays of wineglasses, all of which were filled with the blood of the frightened little mortal who sat passed out on the couch.

The mortal on the couch was a young woman with long blonde hair and pink cheeks. She was wearing a torn pink party dress, tight to fit her curves, and one of her heavy breasts was poking from the strapless top, which had been pulled down over it. The little pink nipple was hard and stood erect from the fat mound of the girl’s breast. Teeth marks were all over the cleavage, as well as her slender neck. She looked as if she was sleeping sitting there, head back, lips parted, pale lashes angled down. But she wasn’t sleeping. She was dying. Her wrists had been slit to fill the wineglasses, one of which Elle was drinking from at that very moment.

Elle sat on the couch opposite the dying mortal. She wore a short black dress, one slender leg crossed over the other as she drank from her wineglass and waited. As a fledging, she still wasn’t allowed her own cattle, and the only mortals she drank directly from had to be mortals she had hunted herself. Victoria had told her it was a part of her training, to make her self-sufficient as a vampire, rather than relying on the charity of her elders. Still, Elle felt bitter that she wasn’t as coddled as Alice, who’d had cattle such as the dying girl brought to her for months. Elle could see the red and swollen teeth marks on the girl’s bare thighs and knew they belonged to Alice, who liked to drink from the thighs after going down on her victims.

But Alice was dangerous, Elle reminded herself. The turning had practically made Alice a monster. Though Alice had progressed somewhat back to sanity, she still couldn’t be trusted to hunt without supervision, and Nashira was so paranoid that she hardly allowed Alice to hunt at all, instead bringing her fresh young girls from the village to drink from. 

As if her thoughts had summoned the ancient vampire, Nashira suddenly appeared in the armchair adjacent to the couches where Elle and the dying girl sat. She had moved too fast for Elle to follow and had passed Elle in a blur of color. Now she sat in the armchair, legs mannishly spread, in a beautiful black suit with a red ascot. The ascot was held in place by a gold pin, and on her fingers were many gold rings. With her black hair a silky veil about her, she brought a slender hand to her lips and eyed the dying girl on the couch in much fascination.

The dying girl, having felt the breeze of Nashira’s passing, stirred drowsily and blinked, gazing around. She looked up and froze to find Nashira gazing steadily at her – those cat-like eyes glowing bright with hunger—and Elle almost felt sorry for the mortal, for Nashira was a terrible sight – beautiful but terrifying. The ancient vampire’s pupils were narrowed against the candlelight, and her fangs were apparent within her glossy parted lips. 

Nashira was staring intently at the frightened girl as she said softly to Elle, “Exquisite, isn’t she? Massive tits, blonde hair, tiny waist, tight pussy. She reminds me a great deal of Alice when she was mortal. So soft. So innocent.” So saying, she gestured, and the frightened girl rose against her will and walked stiffly to Nashira, eyes wide.

Horrified by what was happening, the mortal, like a helpless puppet, turned her back to Nashira and sat on her lap, big breasts jutting. Nashira slowly unzipped the back of the girl’s party dress and tugged it down, and Elle felt the blood pumping in her sex when the fabric peeled away and girl’s soft, naked body was exposed. Huge breasts, tiny waist, round hips: a perfect hourglass. The pink fabric pooled around her lap and was hitched back on her thighs when Nashira spread her legs with her own, revealing the girl’s pink sex. Her sex was swathed in blonde hair that had been shaven into a narrow landing strip. She shivered when Nashira’s slender fingers tweaked one of her nipples and fondled her pubic hair.

“Please, don’t kill me,” the girl whispered hoarsely. She sobbed a little – then she blushed and bit her lip against a moan when Nashira’s careful fingers slid inside her. Her nipples hardened from Nashira’s touch. She was frightened, but she was enjoying being fondled. She leaned back against Nashira, gazing up at her dotingly as the vampire lovingly groped and fingered her. 

Elle watched, wishing she was that mortal. Nashira was beautiful, powerful, and deadly. A true killer. She wasn’t immature or reckless like Victoria. Elle had always envied Alice that she had caught the eye of the coven leader while Elle was stuck with Nashira’s petty younger rival. 

Love Victoria though she did, Elle had always secretly longed for Nashira. And of course, Nashira had chosen Alice. According to the rest of the coven, Alice was to become Nashira’s queen – whatever the hell that meant, Elle thought with great jealousy and disdain. 

Nashira clutched one of the mortal’s heavy breasts in a fistful and fingered her deeply. As the girl was gasping in rhythmic ecstasy, Nashira’s face wrinkled up like a monster, and with the guttural snarl of a beast, she sank her fangs in the soft flesh where shoulder met neck, sucking hungrily. The girl stiffened in Nashira’s grasp, and her pretty eyes fluttered wide in a panic as she realized what was happening. She wiggled helplessly to escape, but Nashira held on strong with her slender fingers, like a spider that had captured a butterfly, and the girl’s heavy breast jiggled against her clutching hand. Very slowly, the girl stopped struggling, her face drained of color, and she was still. Her empty eyes stared into space.

Nashira gently let the girl tumble to the carpet, where she lay on her side like a broken doll, pale hair streaming across her haunted eyes. She had been murdered, murdered so deliciously, Elle thought with a satisfied smirk. She had watched Victoria kill many times, and while Victoria could be brutal with her strength and domination, Nashira had killed the girl almost delicately, like gently unfolding a blanket. Elle couldn’t get the sight
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