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			Stieg Larsson

			Swedish journalist and writer

			
					Born in Skelleftehamn (Sweden) in 1954

					Died in Stockholm in 2004

					Notable works: 	The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (2005), novel

	The Girl Who Played with Fire (2006), novel

	The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest (2007), novel 




			

			Stieg Larsson (1954-2004), a Swedish journalist and the founder of Expo magazine, became internationally renowned thanks to his Millennium trilogy which was published posthumously between 2005 and 2008. Stieg Larsson was an author who we know little about, as he died suddenly in 2004, shortly after giving his manuscript to his editor. He was mainly known in Sweden for his journalistic investigation work and for his commitment to fighting the extreme-right and racism, which earned him many death threats. His sudden death created a mystery around his works and helped with the success of the novels. The Millennium trilogy is his only fictional work. There is still a fourth manuscript, which is kept by his widow, that will never be published. 

		


		
			The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo

			A crime saga based on social criticism

			
					Genre: novel

					Reference edition: Larsson, S. (2008) The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo. Trans. Keeland, R. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc.

					First edition: 2005

					Themes: violence, denunciation, investigation, murder, capitalism, corruption 

			

			The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo was published in Sweden in 2005. The novel tells the story of Mikael Blomkvist, an economic journalist who launches an investigation into a disappearance that happened 37 years previously. His investigation will finally lead him to the trail of a still-active murderer. 

			The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo makes up the Millennium trilogy, alongside The Girl Who Played with Fire and The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest. Shortly after its publication, the saga became phenomenally successful. It was translated into more than 25 languages and sold millions of copies around the world. The cinema world quickly seized the story and Swedish and American adaptations were released to theatres in 2009. 

		


		
			Summary

			Prologue 

			As he has each year for almost 40 years, Henrik Vanger receives a mysterious gift for his birthday: a dried flower in a box. He calls one of his friends, a former superintendent, to tell him the news. The sender’s identity has never been discovered. 

			The investigation into Harriet’s disappearance

			In Stockholm, a journalist, Mikael Blomkvist, is condemned for slander following an article he wrote to report a fraud perpetrated by a large industrialist, Hans-Erik Wennerström. 

			Dragan Armanskij, manager of the security company, Milton Security, organises a meeting with his best investigator, a slightly strange and unsociable young woman, Lisbeth Salander, and a lawyer, Dirch Frode, concerning an investigation that she carried out on Mikael Blomkvist. The lawyer wants her to lead a second enquiry into the Wennerström affair. 

			Mikael Blomkvist meets Erika Berger, who has been his friend and occasional mistress for 20 years, with whom he founded Millennium magazine. They together decide to pull Mikael out from the management of the magazine for some time and to hand it over to Erika. They end the night together. 

			Dirch Frode calls Mikael to tell him that his client, Henrik Vanger, former CEO of an industrial empire, wants to meet him to offer him a job. After the New Year’s parties, the journalist goes to Henrik’s house on Hedeby Island. The job that he is offered consists of writing a book about the history of his family and using this excuse to try to solve the murder of his great-niece, Harriet, who mysteriously disappeared 37 years earlier. He recounts the circumstances of her disappearance to him. 

			Mikael looks at photos of the day of the disappearance and Henrik shows him the dried flowers that he receives each year. He suggests that Mikael works for one year and that he will give him compromising information about Wennerström in exchange. Mikael accepts, moves to Hedeby Island and begins his research on the Vanger family. 

			Lisbeth reads Mikael’s article on Wennerström. She decides to break into the industrialist’s house and take photos of his electrical system. Then, she buys material from a hacker. 

			We learn that the young woman has been under legal guardianship since her childhood, which she spent in a psychiatric institution. She must meet her new guardian, Advokat Bjurman. Unfortunately, their meeting goes badly: Bjurman is tactless. Following this, he becomes too zealous and forces her into sexual acts in exchange for the release of her money. 

			Meanwhile, Mikael meets members of the Vanger family who live on Hedeby Island, as well as the superintendent who was in charge of Harriet’s disappearance. He learns that he will be jailed in March and is dejected. Erika comes to see him and tells him that Millennium magazine has not been doing well since the trial. Together, they meet Henrik who they suggest becomes co-owner of the magazine in order to keep it afloat.

			Lisbeth decides not to file a complaint against Bjurman and to take care of him herself. She then imagines a plan that she wants to implement during a meeting at his house, but the situation gets out of control: she is raped and tortured all night. The following week, however, she returns to her abuser’s house, gets the upper hand and blackmails him with a video of the rape scene that she had filmed with the help of a hidden camera. 

			Mikael begins a secret affair with Cecilia Vanger while continuing his investigation into the family history. He then goes to prison. 

			Connected cases

			After two months, Mikael gets out of prison and returns to Hedeby. Cecilia ends their affair. While searching for photographs dating from the day of Harriet’s disappearance, he discovers some new information that leads him to the murders, that are connected to Bible passages, of women.

			Henrik has a heart attack and is brought to hospital. Mikael still wants to continue the investigation, but he needs an assistant to do research into the murders. Dirch Frode proposes that he work with Lisbeth on this case. She accepts. Upon returning to Hedeby, Mikael notices that someone has searched his house during his absence. 

			Henrik recovers from his heart attack while Mikael continues his research on the photographs and discovers new information. Lisbeth also discovers other women that were murdered and talks about this to Mikael. He also learns that some members of the Vanger family want to stop him from digging up their past. 

			He makes sure that Lisbeth will be involved for the whole duration of his investigation. Very quickly, they get closer and begin a relationship. One night, they discover the remains of a mutilated cat outside their door and, shortly after, while jogging, Mikael is shot at, but manages to escape. Lisbeth then installs a security system around the house. 

			Lisbeth and Mikael each realise that the murderer of all these women is in fact Martin Vanger, Harriet’s brother. Mikael goes alone to his house, but Martin threatens him with a gun and locks him in his basement. 

			Explanation of the events

			Martin explains to Mikael that it was his father that taught him about the murder of women. Lisbeth realises that Mikael has gone to Martin’s house. She thus turns up in the basement, knocks Martin out and saves Mikael. Martin flees in his car and kills himself by ploughing into a truck.

			In order to continue their investigation, Mikael and Lisbeth go to London to spy on Anita Vanger, with the help of Lisbeth’s hacker friends. They find out that Anita calls somebody in Australia. Mikael books a flight, but Lisbeth cannot go with him as her mother has just died. 

			Following the trace of the phone call, Mikael learns that Harriet is managing a large company inherited from her dead husband in Australia. She tells him that she was raped by her father and her brother, and confesses to him that she killed her father, Gottfried Vanger. Martin was aware of this: that is what drove her to run away with the help of Anita. 

			Harriet returns to Sweden and meets Henrik and the other Vangers. Henrik asks Lisbeth and Mikael not to disclose anything about Martin. 

			The case is therefore closed but Dirch Frode tells Mikael that the information promised about Wennerström is worth nothing as it is too old. Mikael and Lisbeth therefore do research on Wennerström by hacking his computer. On it, they find compromising information. The Millennium team discover a mole working for a newspaper owned by Wennerström and they make him believe that the paper is doing badly. 

			Mikael isolates himself at his holiday home and begins to write in secret before unveiling his manuscript to Erika. Together, they prepare to publish a text about Wennerström. Lisbeth continues her research on the financier. When the article is published, the matter becomes governmental: everybody ends up coming around to the journalist’s side. Wennerström flees and is found dead in Spain several months later. Mikael tells Henrik that he is giving up writing his family’s history.

			After borrowing money from Mikael, Lisbeth goes to Zurich and carries out transactions in several banks using false identities. Unfortunately, her transfers are discovered and Europol is searching for her. She realises that she is in love with Mikael, but when she goes to declare her feelings, she finds him with Erika and decides to leave. 

		


		
			Character study

			Mikael Blomkvist

			He is the novel’s main character. He is nicknamed “Super Blomkvist”, in reference to a superhero, for having solved a case and for stopping a gang of armed bank robbers when he was 23. Aged 43, he is a political and economic journalist and manager of a magazine that he founded with Erika Berger: Millennium. He specialises in reports relating to the corruption and fraud of companies.

			An attractive and alluring man, Mikael likes women and has many affairs. He is divorced and the father of a 16-year-old daughter. He has also been having an on-off affair with Erika Berger for 20 years.

			A man of value and honour, he is presented as “the guardian of robust morality as opposed to the business world” (Chapter 2). His investigations drive him to get to the bottom of things so that the truth can come out. He is also sure of himself and dynamic, not thinking twice before going alone to Martin Vanger’s house to confront him after discovering his secret. 

			Mikael Blomkvist is Stieg Larsson’s alter ego: the character is the author’s double. Through Mikael, it is Larsson himself who speaks out and condemns the ills of society. 

			Lisbeth Salander

			The second most important character in the story, Lisbeth, is a young woman of 24 with a gothic look, “a pale, anorexic young woman who had hair as short as a fuse, and a pierced nose and eyebrows” (Chapter 2).

			An extraordinary investigator, she is exceptionally intelligent and has a photographic memory. She works for
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