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  1.


  Quail Springs


  Trashcan Rock at the Quail Springs Picnic Area is one of Joshua Tree’s quintessential “roadside crags.” A short hike leads to Hound Rocks and two classic 5.10 crack climbs. Farther down the trail, sitting high on a hillside, is the White Cliffs of Dover, featuring Yosemite-like dihedrals and cracks plus a couple of excellent face climbs, all on very smooth, high-quality granite.


  Getting there: Drive 5.7 miles from the West Entrance and turn right at Quail Springs Picnic Area. From the Intersection Rock Junction, drive north 2.8 miles and turn left. Here you’ll find Trashcan Rock. There is ample parking on the south and west sides of the rock, as well as picnic tables and an outhouse. The trail to Hound Rocks and the White Cliffs of Dover begins at the south end of the parking lot (GPS: N34° 02.388’ / W116° 11.835’).


  TRASHCAN ROCK


  Often crowded, especially on weekends, Trashcan Rock is one of Joshua Tree’s most popular crags. The routes aren’t classics, but the crag is. The west face has a great assortment of climbs for beginners, and the east face has several excellent harder routes. The east face receives morning sun and afternoon shade, and the west face receives early morning shade, then sun all day. Note: There are no fixed anchors or rappel anchors on top—all the climbs require gear anchors. Crag GPS: N34° 02.429’ / W116° 11.797’


  Descent: The easiest approach to and descent from the top is a 4th-class scramble up the northwest side (the far left side of the west face).
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  Trashcan Rock—East Face


  1. Filch (5.6) Begin off a boulder. Climb the wide crack to thinner jamming.


  2. Ripper (5.11a) Crank the overhang to a lieback/jam. Often done as a boulder problem (V2), downclimbing Filch.


  3. Wallaby Crack (5.9) Jam an awkward flare to the top.


  4. Hermanutic (5.10c R) Climb the face and thin crack to a tricky crux with poor pro.


  5. Butterfly Crack (5.11c) Jam the classic fingertip crack, with a very hard start.


  6. Left Sawdust Crack (5.10c PG/R) Climb the left crack, avoiding the one on the right. Using both cracks at the top makes the route significantly easier.


  7. Right Sawdust Crack (5.9) Solid hand jams lead to the top.
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  Trashcan Rock—West Face


  1. Karpwitz (5.6) Face climb up to a well-protected thin crack crux.


  2. B3 (5.3) Smear and jam up the groove.


  3. Profundity (5.10b) Friction climb and mantle past two bolts. Reachy.


  4. B2 (5.3) Smear and jam up the groove. It’s 5.9 if you climb the slab just left of the crack.


  5. Tiptoe (5.7) This little gem has you edging and smearing up a thin dike past three bolts. The easiest way to get to the first bolt is by starting up B2, then stepping right to the first bolt. Some large camming devices (#4 camalots) are handy to set up a toprope.


  6. B1 (5.1) Ascend a groove that leads to a nice combination of face climbing and jamming.


  7. Walkway (5.5 R) Make delicate friction moves to an easy jam crack. A 5.6 lieback start can be done just to the right.


  8. Baby Point Five (5.10a R) No pro, but a good toprope. A thin move on polished holds leads to easier friction.
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  9. Tulip (5.6 R) Jam a short groove and finger crack, then smear your way up the slab. One bolt provides rather inadequate protection.


  10. Bimbo (5.10a R) Lieback a flake to a seam, then make some very delicate friction moves (crux) to easier smearing.


  11. Eschar (5.6) Mantle up to the big ledge, then face climb up to the left-slanting jam crack.


  12. Cranny (5.8) Mantle up to the big ledge, then climb a steep wall with two vertical cracks. Nice stemming on the upper section.


  13. Bloodymir (5.9) From the big ledge, climb the face on the right past a bolt, then jam the left-slanting crack.


  [image: Hound Rocks]


  HOUND ROCKS


  Hound Rocks consist of two rock formations split by a narrow canyon once used as a miner’s camp.


  Finding the crags: The trail begins at the south end of the Quail Springs parking lot. Walk west for a few hundred yards to where the trail climbs gently over a sand dune, then drops down and slightly left, crossing a broad, sandy wash. After another few hundred yards, the trail leads directly to the Hound Rocks. The Right Baskerville Crack is on the first cliff you come to. Tossed Green is on the next formation to the west, accessed by walking around the left side of the first cliff. Both of these climbs face east and receive morning sun and afternoon shade. Crag GPS: N34° 02.028’ / W116° 12.089’


  1. Right Baskerville Crack (5.10b) Start up a delicate slab, then jam and lieback the steep, thin crack. Route GPS: N34° 02.028’ / W116° 12.089’. Descent: Downclimb (4th class) off the opposite (west) side of the formation. Pro: Some large cams are useful for the anchor.
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  2. Tossed Green (5.10a) Climb the steep finger crack to a 2-bolt belay/rappel anchor. Route GPS: N34° 02.011’ / W116° 12.104’. Descent: Rappel from the bolt anchor. Pro: Take a good selection of cams from .5 to 2.5 inches.
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  [image: White Cliffs of Dover Overview]


  WHITE CLIFFS OF DOVER


  These cliffs feature Yosemite-like cracks and corners, along with some stellar face climbs, all on very smooth, fine-grained granite. The east-facing cliffs receive early morning sun, then shade for the rest of the day. In the winter this cliff gets very little sun.


  Finding the crag: The trail begins at the south end of the Quail Springs parking lot. Walk west for a few hundred yards to where the trail climbs gently over a sand dune, then drops down and slightly left, crossing a broad, sandy wash. After another few hundred yards, the trail leads directly to the Hound Rocks. Head left and follow the trail as it parallels the base of the hillside to your right for several hundred yards, until it merges into the base of a steeper hillside. From here the trail climbs directly up the hillside to the base of the routes. Approach time is about twenty-five minutes. Crag GPS: N34° 01.820’ / W116° 11.950’


  1. Scientific Americans (5.8 PG/R) Begin at the base of Popular Mechanics and climb up to a pillar left of a chimney. Clip a bolt, make an extended reach out left, then face climb up to a horizontal crack. Climb past another bolt on the arête/face of the pillar, then follow a crack system and flakes up to the 2-bolt anchor shared with Ace of Spades. Descent: Rappel 100 feet from the bolt anchor shared with Ace of Spades. Pro: thin to 2 inches.


  2. Ace of Spades (5.9) Climb through the crux of Popular Mechanics, then climb double cracks on the steep left wall up to a bolt anchor. Descent: Rappel 100 feet from the bolt anchor.


  3. Popular Mechanics (5.9) Jam, stem, and lieback up the spectacular corner. The crux is about 15 feet up. Descent: Rappel 85 feet from the bolt anchor. Pro: medium nuts, cams to 3 inches; bolt anchor.


  4. Good Housekeeping (5.11b) Begin 20 feet right of Popular Mechanics. Crank steep face moves past a bolt (5.10d) up to a crack (2-inch pro here), traverse left across a thin seam, then climb thin slab moves (5.11b) past a second bolt. At the third bolt move left to the arête, then smear and slap your way up the rounded arête past two more bolts (5.11b) up to a sloping ledge. Gear anchor (1.5 to 3 inches). Descent: Belay down to the rappel bolts on Popular Mechanics and rappel 85 feet.


  5. Field and Stream (5.10c) Start with Good Housekeeping, then climb a slabby ramp, jam a thin crack, and bear-hug an arête to a 2-bolt anchor. Descent: Rappel 35 meters. Pro: 8 bolts, gear to 2 inches.
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  Mongolia


  Mongolia is a complex series of ramparts and cliffs located within Joshua Tree’s wilderness boundary. If you’re looking for moderate, multi-pitch, bolted face climbs on a sunny, south-facing wall, Mongolia’s Eastern Siberia cliff is your crag. The routes range from 5.8 to 5.10 and up to three pitches in length. Bring a dozen quick-draws, some slings, and a light rack up to 2 inches. Be prepared to share the crag with others, particularly on weekends. This is a good place to climb during cooler weather. It is sheltered from north winds and gets a lot of sunshine. The area bakes in the sun during warmer conditions. If you climb here, please practice Leave No Trace wilderness ethics, and stay on climber’s trails to minimize your impact.
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  Finding the crag: From the West Entrance, drive 6.4 miles south on Park Boulevard and turn left into the Boy Scout Trail parking lot. From the Intersection Rock Junction, go 2.2 miles north and turn right. Hike 1.2 miles along the Boy Scout Trail to where it forks, then take the right fork (the Willow Hole Trail) for about 0.75 mile. Turn left off the Willow Hole Trail onto a marked climber’s trail (signed Outer Mongolia, GPS N34° 03.938’ / W116° 10.310’) and follow it to the base of the cliffs (marked Eastern Siberia). Scramble (3rd class) through a boulder-filled canyon, then turn right and follow the base of the main cliff about 200 feet to the right. Approach time is about one hour. Crag GPS: N34° 02.449’ / W116° 11.153’
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  Descent: All of the routes have bolted rappel anchors and can be rappelled with one 60-meter rope, although a 70-meter rope (or two ropes) is handy for rappelling Bull with Gas/Love Gas/Hollywood Rattlesnake.
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  EASTERN SIBERIA CLIFF


  Eastern Siberia Cliff—Left Side


  Routes 1 through 3 share the same first-pitch anchor. Crag GPS: N34° 04.193’ / W116° 10.183’


  Descent: From the pitch 1 anchor, rappel 100 feet with a 60-meter rope plus some downclimbing, or better yet, rappel with a 70-meter rope (or two ropes). From the top of pitch 2 on Love Gas, you can rap to the ground with two ropes (less than 200 feet) or make a 100-foot rappel down to the pitch 1 anchor. Beware of knocking off loose plates when rapping down.


  1. Bull with Gas (5.9) Start with a low-angle ramp, then move up a steep wall on slightly loose patina plates up and right past eight bolts to a bolt belay (shared with Love Gas and Hollywood Rattlesnake). Pro: to 2 inches for the ramp at the start.


  2. Love Gas (5.10a) Pitch 1: Climb the steep face on slightly loose patina plates just right of Bull with Gas past seven bolts and two fixed pins up to the 2-bolt anchor. Pitch 2: Climb the friction slab (5.10a) past two bolts up to a 2-bolt anchor. Pro: to 2 inches for the ramp at the start.


  3. Showers with Dad (5.10b) Sport. Perhaps the best pitch on this sector of the cliff. Climb past eight bolts and one fixed pin to the shared 2-bolt anchor.


  4. Hollywood Rattlesnake (5.10a) Begin just right of Love Gas and climb straight up past two bolts to a crack (2- to 2.5-inch cam), then angle left up the slab past six more bolts to the bolt anchor. 8 bolts to a 2-bolt belay/rappel anchor. Pro: a few 2- to 2.5-inch cams.
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  Eastern Siberia Cliff—Right Side


  5. Los Dos (5.8) Climb the crack on the left side of the central pillar, which slants up and right at the top, then peters out. Clip the last bolt of Dos Ch Chis, finishing at the ledge with a 2-bolt anchor. Pro: to 3 inches.


  6. Yasmine Bleath (5.10a) Sport. The leftmost route on the central pillar. The start is a little easier by climbing from the right to reach the first bolt. Climb the face past nine bolts to the 2-bolt anchor shared with Dos Chi Chis. Rappel from here (less than 100 feet) or continue on Dos Chi Chis.


  7. Dos Chi Chis (5.10a) Sport. The rightmost of two bolted routes on the central pillar and the best route on the cliff. Pitch 1: Climb the wonderfully featured face (5.9+/10-) past seven bolts and one fixed pin to an intermediate anchor (doubled for a rappelling), then up past two more bolts to a huge ledge with a 2-bolt anchor. (Two 100-foot rappels to descend from here.) Pitch 2: From the left side of the ledge, climb a delicate slab/arête past five bolts on fairly sustained smearing (5.10-) up to a 2-bolt anchor. From the summit there is a commanding view of the northern portion of the park. Descent: Make three 100-foot rappels down the route.


  8. Gandy (5.9) Sport. 5 bolts to a 2-bolt anchor on the small pillar at the base of the cliff.


  
    The Eastern Siberia routes represent the vision and hard work of longtime new-route pioneer and local Todd Gordon, who hand-drilled the bolts on the lead, in the traditional, ground-up style.

  


  9. Binder (5.8) Sport. Excellent moderate face climbing on the right-hand pillar. Eight bolts and one fixed pin up to a 2-bolt belay/rappel anchor (100 feet).


  10. Crossroads finish (5.7) Sport. Can be combined with Binder for a great two-pitch excursion. Pitch 1: A good strategy to protect your second is to climb Binder (5.8) to the anchor, then lower down to the Crossroads anchor about 30 feet down and left and belay. When your second follows, lower them down from the anchor to your belay (you can retrieve your gear on the rappel descent). Pitch 2: Fun climbing (5.7) up the face/arête past six bolts and one fixed pin to a 2-bolt belay/rappel anchor. Descent: Make two 100-foot rappels.


  11. Toby (5.10a) Sport. Climb the face of a pillar past seven bolts to a ledge, then up past three more bolts to a 2-bolt belay/rappel anchor (100 feet).
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  3.


  Lost Horse Road


  This area features a great assortment of both crack and face climbs on excellent, featured rock. The Freeway Wall has some excellent moderate crack pitches, and Rock Garden Valley boasts some classic 5.7 to 5.9 face and crack routes. The 400-foot-high Lost Horse Wall has perhaps the finest collection of moderate multi-pitch trad routes in all of Joshua Tree National Park.


  Getting there: From the West Entrance, drive 7.3 miles south on Park Boulevard and turn right onto dirt Lost Horse Road. From the Intersection Rock Junction, drive north 1.3 miles and turn left. Follow directions below for the individual cliffs.


  [image: Freeway Wall/Rock Garden Valley Overview]


  FREEWAY WALL


  This tall cliff sits high in a beautiful rocky canyon. It gets shade in the morning, then sun in the afternoon.


  Finding the crag: From the intersection of Park Boulevard and Lost Horse Road, drive 0.3 mile down Lost Horse Road and park on the left (GPS: N34° 01.439’ / W116° 10.833’). Follow a trail for several hundred feet to a small man-made dam, then head left and scramble up the hillside through the boulders, staying left as you approach the wall. Hiking time is about ten minutes. Crag GPS: N34° 01.390’ / W116° 10.709’


  Descent: Head down the back (opposite) side and downclimb a short, exposed 4th-class section, then head right and circle back around, through a notch, and back to the base.


  1. Sig Alert (5.10c) Begin on the left side of the face. Climb up to and over a corner (medium nuts), then climb the featured face on nice edges past five bolts to a 2-bolt anchor. The
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  ROCK GARDEN VALLEY
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  LOST HORSE WALL
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  About the Author


  Bob Gaines began rock climbing at Joshua Tree in the 1970s. Since then he has pioneered over 400 first ascents in the park. Bob began his career as a professional rock climbing guide in 1983 and is the owner of Vertical Adventures Rock Climbing School, which offers classes and guided climbs at Joshua Tree. Vertical Adventures was voted the #1 rock climbing school in America by Outside magazine.


  Bob has worked extensively in the film business as a climbing stunt coordinator. He has coordinated more than forty television commercials, and he was Sylvester Stallone’s climbing instructor for the movie Cliffhanger. Bob doubled for William Shatner in the movie Star Trek V, as Capt. Kirk free-soloing on El Capitan in Yosemite.
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  Bob is an AMGA Certified Rock Climbing Instructor and is the coauthor of Rock Climbing: The AMGA Single Pitch Manual, the textbook for the AMGA’s single pitch instructor program. He has worked extensively training US military special forces, including US Navy SEAL Team 6, and is known for his technical expertise in anchoring and rescue techniques.


  Bob is also the author of Best Climbs Tahquitz and Suicide Rocks, Toproping, Rappelling, and Advanced Rock Climbing, and is coauthor of Climbing Anchors and the Climbing Anchors Field Guide (with John Long). Bob’s other passion is fly fishing. He currently holds twelve International Game Fish Association world records.
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