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        “I love the way you look at me. Like you are about to talk to me or devour me and I am fine with either.”

        N.R. HART

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Dear Reader,

          

        

      

    

    
      Writing these SEALs and Geeks books has been such a blast. With only one more to go after this, I’m not sure how ready I am to say goodbye to the Cyber Patrol and Flicka Invoked squad.

      Fortunately for me, these books take place inside the fictional sorta-small town of Mariposa. So many of my books exist in Mariposa, so if you haven’t checked them out, give them a go.

      It’s especially fun for me to visit Mariposa because I can see my journey and development as a writer from those early stories (Vice’d, Poke’d, Prick’d, and Glitch in the Game which was originally published as part of a charity anthology).

      I hope you’re enjoying my Cyber Patrol fellas and all the other characters I love so much from Mariposa. There’s so much more to come!

      Until next time,

      XoXo,

      Layne

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Pirate Problem
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      PIRATES ON THE PAGE ARE AWESOME. IN REAL LIFE, NOT SO MUCH. IF YOU OBTAINED THIS BOOK LEGALLY, THANK YOU! IF YOU’VE DOWNLOADED IT ANYWHERE ELSE, YOU’RE READING A STOLEN COPY WHICH PUTS THE AUTHOR’S ABILITY TO PUBLISH ON AMAZON AT RISK.
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        * * *

      

      STEALING EBOOKS ISN’T A VICTIMLESS CRIME, AND IF YOU’RE DOWNLOADING THIS BOOK FROM ANYWHERE BUT AMAZON OR MY ARC TEAM, YOU’RE AN ASSHOLE. KNOCK IT OFF.
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        Edison Bremer

      

      

      
        
          
            
              
        Roguella

      

      
        About to log on to unalive some baddies. U want in?

      

      

      

      

      

      Like a Pavlovian dog reacting to the ding of a treat bell, I’m fighting off a boner in the middle of a staff meeting. All it takes these days is the chime of an incoming text, the pattern I’ve assigned to Rowen Fowler, aka Roguella. Age twenty-six to my thirty-three. My dream girl. Who has no idea how close we actually are. Fuck, just that thought alone makes me feel like a creeper. I guess it’s accurate, though.

      We met on an online gaming platform as anonymous strangers, and over the last year, she’s gone from faceless gamer buddy, to friend, to obsession. Fortunately, or maybe unfortunately for my rapidly becoming a stalker self, Rowen lives right here in Mariposa. When my battle buddies and I retired from the SEALs, I moved home to the little town where my family still lives. My closest SEAL brothers, Huxley, Benedict, and Eco, followed me. We opened a security firm that primarily does contractor work with the Department of Defense.

      
        
          
            
              
        Me

      

      
        Give me fifteen and I’ll be there.

      

      

      

      

      

      At the other end of the table, Benedict details exactly how much drool his and July’s baby, Stella, is capable of producing as she gnaws her first two baby teeth free through her gums. Hux is nodding at Benzo as if he’s a governor dispensing death row pardons. I know it’s cuz he’s been dying for his wife to give the go ahead for baby making. I try hard not to think too much about that shit, though, given that he’s married to my little sister, Ramsey.

      Might have felt some sort of way about one of my best friends hooking up with my kid sister, but Hux is one of the best men I know. And Ramsey’s nosy ass butting in is what brought him back to the land of the living when the Navy bounced him out on a medical discharge. If it hadn’t been for her snooping while the guys and I were talking, who knows if Hux would have joined the other guys and me here in Mariposa.

      Still, I’m way happier paying attention to the messages between Rowen and me than listening to my brothers gossip about infant development. It’s like a damn mommies and me playgroup around here lately. Even Eco’s strangely focused on getting as many fatherhood tips from Benzo that he can. He’s perpetually single, but while we call him Radar because he can nose out anything hidden, he’s also the most secretive of all of us. Who knows if there’s an underlying reason for his sudden interest in dad life.

      My screen lights up with a message from Roguella.

      
        
          
            
              
        Roguella

      

      
        No promises 2day, Wizard. It’s nuclear @ work. No ?  how much time I’ll have 2 kick it. If I’m gone when ur on, I’ll CYL.

      

      

      

      

      

      CYL? She’ll catch me later? I think the fuck not.

      Learning to decipher Rowen’s texting shorthand had been easy. Way easier than convincing her to take our chats from in-game direct messages into actual cell number texts. Still, even after all the subtle-as-atom-bomb hints I’ve dropped, the woman’s eternally clueless about my intentions.

      “Benz, I think you ought to check out early and go be with July and the baby. Hux, you and Radar nail down the plans for the Skellit project. I gotta go. Something’s come up.” We might have all separated from our SEAL team with the same insignias and ranks on our chests, but everyone knows who’s in charge.

      Back in the days when we were brutalizing our bodies during training and live missions, the guys always looked to me for the final decisions.  It’s a role I was born for, and so I don’t bother with platitudes or asking for input now. If there was anything worth weighing options on, I certainly would lean into the expertise and opinions of the men I call brothers. I know Benzo would rather be with his wife and new baby than anywhere else. Hux and Radar are always like kids in a candy shop when it comes to getting all our tech specs lined up before big contracts.

      Me? I’ve got a finite time to capture my girl’s attention, even if it’s still behind a screen and not between her thighs as I’ve dreamed of for months. Whatever and whenever, I’ll take any piece of her I can get. The tactical planning for how to keep pushing our relationship out from behind the screen is ongoing, and I refuse to miss any chance.

      I haul ass back to my office and shut the door, locking it for good measure. There’s nothing overtly sexual about our game play. Simply hearing Rowen’s mic'd up voice while she slays enemies during our quests never fails to make me rock hard. The last thing I need is to have my brothers busting my balls because they barge in to find me damn near jizzing myself while I play a first person shooter game.

      
        
          
            
              
        Me

      

      
        Booting my system up now, Roguella. Save some baddies for me.

      

      

      

      

      

      I’m texting in one hand and starting my system up with the other. My dick already twitches and firms up because it knows what’s up.

      
        
          
            
              
        Roguella

      

      
        Hurry Whizz, I need you! dumped into a raid in progress and⁠—

      

      

      

      

      

      I have no idea what the rest of her message reads, because the first five words have so much blood rushing to my groin I’m dizzy with it. Sparks of pinprick light arc across my field of vision, making everything blurry. As a grown ass man, it’s unnatural and inconvenient to be so reactive to a single stimulus.

      In the last half year, since meeting Rowen online, absolutely
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