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Notes

PREFACE

1
Written in English. A first Dutch translation was published by Boom in Amsterdam in 2006.




CHAPTER 1

1
Conversely, one American dollar corresponded to 0.77 Euros and 0.51 British pounds (February 2007).


2
Dutch quality daily NRC Handelsblad, weekly edition, August 5, 2003.


3
Jews were excluded for many centuries from the possession of agricultural land and certain traditional professions in many European countries (for instance, those controlled by guilds), so they tended to turn to modern professions and enterprises instead, also using diaspora networks, as well as to intellectual and cultural skills, which could not be taken away whenever they were forced to flee.




CHAPTER 2

1
Analyzed by me in a previous Dutch book Comic Strip Heroes on the Couch: The Riddle of the Obsessions of Asterix, Babar, Donald, Superman and Tintin (van Ginneken 2002).


2
Details in van Ginneken (1998), chap. 1, among others.


3
“Disney lyrics Grate on Arab Americans,” International Herald Tribune, July 5, 1993, p. 5. The version that was ultimately adopted was slightly different. Also see Bernstein & Studlar 1997, p. 17 n. 20; van Willigen 1995, p. 172; Wasko 2001, p. 140.


4
Recently, they released a brand-new feature-length film, Leo, King of the Jungle, directed by Yoshio Takeuchi.


5
See the interview with him about this on the Animated World Network site, www.awn.com/issue1.5/articles/deneroffadd1.5.html.


6
See an item to this effect in the “People” column of the IHT, September 9, 2004, and Sharon Lafranière, “Song’s Success Finally Returns Home: ‘Lion Sleeps Tonight’ Income Arrives Many Decades Late,” NYT/IHT, March 16, 2006.


7
The major Internet sites with critical information are www.powhatan.org and www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/Pocahontas.html.


8
For example, Jacquelyn Kilpatrick, “Disney’s ‘PC’ Pocahontas (Race in Contemporary American Cinema).” Cineaste 21, no. 4 (Fall 1995).


9
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1973–74 edition, vol 11, pp. 590–91.


10
Encyclopaedia Britannica, vol. 11, pp. 590–91.


11
Encyclopaedia Britannica, vol. 11, pp. 590–91.


12
See Michael Winerip, “For Some Indians, Thanksgiving without the Pilgrims,” New York Times/IHT, November 27, 2003.


13
Sheryl Gay Stolberg, “Picture an Artistically Correct US Capitol,” New York Times/IHT, August 19, 2003.


14
Michael Laris, “China Agrees to Allow Disney Show to Go On,” Washington Post/IHT, February 9, 1999; “Faith in Disney Magic Helps Lift Hong Kong,” Washington Post/IHT, December 4–5, 1999.


15
Shen Qipeng, “Chinese Lawmakers Show High Concern over Cultural Security,” www.chinaview.cn; quoted in Liu 2004, pp. 6, 11.




CHAPTER 3

1
Claude Aziza, “Hercule contre les tyrans de Babylone: La psychanalyse du pauvre,” Le Monde, August 7–8, 1994, radio & television supplement, p. 9.


2
In reaction, African American scholars claimed the opposite. See the September 23, 1991, Newsweek cover: “Was Cleopatra Black?” A dozen years later, Francesca T. Royster published a fascinating study on the cultural struggle to appropriate an ambiguous symbol: Becoming Cleopatra: The Shifting Image of an Icon.


3
Ancient Egypt long ruled Nubia to its south and thus received a significant influx of darker-skinned citizens. Between approximately 750 and 650 BCE the roles were even reversed, with five successive Nubian pharaohs ruling Egypt. But after their overthrow, most of their images were destroyed. See the 2005 Swiss television documentary On the Traces of the Black Pharaohs by Stéphane Goël and Sylvie Rossel, broadcast on the Franco-German Arte channel.


4
A multivolume study on this subject written by Martin Bernal (son of a famous historian of science and technology) stirred considerable controversy. It was hailed as a major breakthrough by some famous scholars of the Orient (Joseph Needham, Edward Said, Perry Anderson) but derided by others as overly “PC.”


5
The Times, June 23, 2000; quoted in a Netherlands Press Agency (ANP) dispatch, printed the next day as “Piramiden in deeltijd gebouwd” in the daily NRC Handelsblad, June 24, 2000.


6
Quoted from his memoirs in the television documentary The True Curse of the Mummy, directed by Bryn Higgins for Stone City Productions in 2002 and broadcast in the Avro Close Up program on the first channel in the Netherlands.


7
The Curse of Tutankamon, directed by Susannah Ward for Take 3/The Travel Channel and Pioneer Productions, broadcast in France on the Fifth Channel (for culture and education).


8
The 2002 German documentary The Gladiators, directed by Günther Klein; the 2003 British BBC docu-fiction Gladiators! coproduced with France and directed by Tilman Remme; the 2003 German-Austrian television feature The Honour of the Gladiators, directed by Jorgo Papavassiliou.


9
See the article by Kevin O’Brien, “German Film Tax Break May Not Make Cut,” IHT, December 13, 2004.


10
Professor Fik Meijer of Amsterdam University, for one, had a monograph on the death of the Roman emperors followed by further monographs on their horse races and gladiators. The latter (Meijer 2003) estimated that most gladiators, fighting two or three times a year, probably died between the ages of twenty and thirty with some five to thirty-four fights to their names. Emperor Augustus boasted in his testament that no fewer than ten thousand men had fought to the death in the eight gladiatorial contests he had held. Under Claudius, nine thousand prisoners engaged in one mock sea battle alone. (Also see the review of the 2005 English translation by William Grimes in the NYT/IHT, December 15, 2005).


11
See the overview on the question in Dienekes Pontikos, “Racial Type of the Ancient Hellenes,” http://dienekes.angeltowns.net/articles/hellenes/.


12
Quoted in the “People” column, IHT, January 7, 2005, p. 10. One might add that homosexuality is one area where Hollywood insiders and their mass audiences differ markedly. Over the last ten years no fewer than “seventeen actors or actresses have been nominated for Academy Awards for playing gay characters,” but only two of the movies nominated for an Oscar “containing substantial homosexuality” made more than $100 million, according to a December 1, 2004 column by Ben Shapiro on the website www.townhall.com.


13
See his article “Into battle with Alexander” in the Times, May 8, 2004; also available at www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0„7434-1101601,00.html.


14
Bob Baker, “The Historical Battle in Making Alexander,” New York Times/IHT, November 18, 2004. Also see Fox 1973, p. 11.


15
The New York Times review of the film by Manohla Dargis (in the IHT, November 30, 2004) was appropriately called “The Soft-Pedaling of a Monster.”


16
Dispatch by Anthony Breznican, AP, November 22, 2004; also see www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/news/breaking_news/10247251.htm.


17
Dick van den Heuvel, “Oliver Stone strijdbaar over zijn ‘Alexander’: ‘Ze begrijpen me niet,’” De Telegraaf, December 23, 2004, p. T21.


18
Dispatch by Anthony Breznican, posted on November 22, 2004 (as in note 16).




CHAPTER 4

1
Interview in the French radio and television weekly Télérama, November 9, 2005.


2
One of the most famous American recruitment posters for World War I, which the directors had probably seen as recruits, depicted Germany as a big and dark ferocious gorilla carrying a smaller and white crying woman away—exactly as in King Kong—with “Destroy this mad brute” above and “Enlist” under the picture in large letters. See Keen 1991, p. 76, item 1. Nazi propaganda posters later in turn associated black U.S. soldiers with apes and rape.


3
Clive D. L. Wynne (associate professor of psychology at the University of Florida), “Kissing Cousins: King Kong’s Origins,” IHT, December 13, 2005.


4
As late as 1958, a poll found “that 96 percent of whites disapproved of marriages between blacks and whites”: Nicholas D. Kristof, “Blacks, Whites and Love in America,” New York Times/IHT, April 25, 2005. (Also see his article referred to in the first note of chap. 6).


5
Also see the overview documentary The Blonde and the Beast, which Kevin Burns and Kim Sheerin made for Prometheus Entertainment in 2004 (together with Animal Planet and Fox), broadcast on Dutch public television in the Close Up slot on December 18, 2005.


6
Brent Staples, “Finally Getting to Know the Real Godzilla,” New York Times/IHT, May 4, 2005.


7
The central television anchorman in the film calls Godzilla’s actions “the worst act of destruction since the bombing of the World Trade Center.” He means the “minor” bombing of 1993, not the airplane attack of 2001. Some observers noted that the event and the reporting on 9/11 resembled such Hollywood disaster films and may have been co-inspired by it. Others even likened Osama bin Laden to Godzilla.


8
On the unprecedented merchandising effort in France, see for example P. P., “Dinomania: Comment l’invasion a été programmé,” L’Evenement du Jeudi, August 26–September 1, 1993, pp. 68–69; Henri Béhar & Danièle Heymann, “Les profitosaures: Une monstrueuse série B,” Le Monde, October 20, 1993, pp. 14–15; and Philippe Baverel, “Les déçus de la ‘dinomania,‘” May 3, 1994, econ. suppl., p. II, and many others.


9
In a television overview documentary The Wild Africa of the Movies, which Michel Viotte made in 2003 for La Compagnie des Indes, broadcast by Arte in France and Germany and on Dutch public television in the Close Up slot.


10
The studio had reportedly bought off his original wife with $10,000, but his widely publicized later romances were no success either, and his five further marriages all ended in divorce. He was briefly hired as a “gambling guest greeter” by Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas, but drank. He ended up on welfare in a hotel room in Acapulco, Mexico, and not one Hollywood superstar came to his low-key burial. Loudspeakers played his yell as his coffin sank into the grave. (According to the documentary Tarzan, the One and Only, made by his Romanian “compatriot” Florin Iepan for West End Film & Television, broadcast during a Tarzan night for the Franco-German Arte channel on August 22, 2004, and in Avro’s Close Up on the first Dutch public channel on September 5, 2004.


11
See, for instance, Roos Kuiper, “Three Hundred People on an Uninhabited Island,” Intermediair [The Netherlands], October 16, 2003, pp. 36–39.


12
Tom Shales, “The Grand Finale of a Television Obsession,” Washington Post/IHT, August 25, 2000, p. 22.


13
Quoted by correspondent Koert Lindijer in his article “Overleef Kenia en win 1 miljoen,” NRC Handelsblad, June 27, 2001, p. 4.


14
IHT, January 12, 2000, p. 6.




CHAPTER 5

1
The National Congress of American Indians and other organizations recently filed a detailed and documented lawsuit on behalf of three hundred thousand U.S. Indians, claiming they had been cheated out of the equivalent $137.2 billion (in present-day terms) over the years. See Joel Brinkley, “Indians Hand US a Bill,” New York Times/IHT, January 8, 2003.


2
The famous Chilean author Isabel Allende (a cousin of the murdered president) published Zorro: The Novel in 2005. Even the famous Mexican Zapatista guerrilla leader Commandante Marcos adopted some of his traits.


3
In May 2002 Disney’s boss Michael Eisner said he wanted to “capture the post–9/11 surge in patriotism” by investing $107 million in a movie about the Alamo, to be released by Christmas of the following year. The intended blockbuster proved a dud. Sharon Waxman, “For Disney, a Battered Journey to ‘The Alamo,’” NYT/IHT, March 26, 2004, p. 9.


4
Riva Palacio was named Vicente after his maternal grandfather Guerrero, the first “colored” president of the country.




CHAPTER 6

1
Nicholas Kristof, “Mixing the Races in America,” International Herald Tribune, December 7–8, 2002.


2
“People” column, IHT, March 3, 2005.


3
There is a famous similar incident from the history of the mainstream National Geographic Magazine. Photographers reported that the editors once corrected the color of naked overseas breasts from whitish to brownish, in order to make them supposedly “less offending” to its middle-class readers.


4
Alan Riding, “Gauguin’s Tahitian Paradise Visits Paris,” NYT/IHT, October 10, 2003.


5
Olivier Cena “Vahinés et vanités,” in the French radio and television weekly Télérama, October 1, 2003, and a special issue “hors série.” Also see Alan Riding, “Gauguin”s Tahitian Paradise,” New York Times/IHT, October 10, 2003.


6
Claire Harvey, “Trouble in Paradise: Sex Scandal in Pitcairn,” New York Times/IHT, October 20, 2004. Also see the shorter AP items during the period before and after that: “7 Bounty Descendants to Be Tried in Attacks, September 29, 2004; “6 Men Convicted in Pitcairn Trials, October 26, 2004.


7
Broadcast as Les filles des mers du Sud in France (and Germany) on the Arte channel, January 30, 2005, and around that same time as De betovering van de hoela hoela meisjes in the Avro Close Up program on the Dutch first channel, January 16, 2005.


8
An assumption challenged in great detail by Obeyesekere 1992.


9
He refers to a specific scene in Bird of Paradise that seems to derive from the famed “monkey dance” in Bali, a small Hindu island east of Java, the main Muslim island of Indonesia.


10
One of the early successfully exported present-day Chinese movies, Shanghai Triad (by the famous couple of director Zhang Yimou and actress Gong Li), also gave the “pleasure girl” such different characteristics.


11
Dutch daily NRC Handelsblad, April 7, 2004, p. 4


12
Ivan Wolffers, “Iedereen moet naar het Westen willen: De witte wereld van Miss Saigon,” NRC Handelsblad, December 27, 1996, cultural supplement, p. 5.


13
”I Love ’75,” in the series I Love the ’70s, broadcast in the Netherlands on Net 5, April 18, 2004.


14
There is some confusion over what ultimately happened to the franchise. An Internet search seems to yield at least seven installments of the original French series up to 1993, another seven American ones with the same name from 1994 on, and two individual Italian titles.




CHAPTER 7

1
For example, the French Télérama, October 24, 2001, p. 123; and the Dutch Vpro-gids, June 1, 2003, p. 33.


2
Also see the revealing television documentary The White King, Red Rubber and the Black Mountain, which Peter Bate made for Periscope productions in 2004 and was broadcast on the Franco-German Arte channel on November 2, 2005.


3
A 1966 study by Suleiman Mousa, for instance, said that many of his claims about exploits were demonstrably wrong and that his views on Arabs and their independence at the time were later misrepresented by himself and others. Also see Asher 1998.


4
By Richard Andrews and Georg Graffe (Germany 2001), rebroadcast in prime time on the Franco-German Arte channel, November 29, 2003.


5
Philip Bowring, “Hollywood Can’t Get Royal Siam Right,” IHT, November 24, 1998; Keith B. Richburg, “Anna’ Raises a Royal Furor in Thailand,” Washington Post/IHT, January 19, 2000. Also see the IHT, of December 9, 1998; August 27, 1999; November 23, 2001.


6
Bowring, “Hollywood Can’t Get Royal Siam Right.”


7
According to a Quatermain website, the name William Quaterman is mentioned near that of the father-in-law of Samuel Pepys, who reportedly asserted in 1667 that he had discovered those same mines.


8
“Allan Quatermain,” Who2, www.who2.com/allanquatermain.html.


9
“Allan Quatermain,” The British Empire Library, www.britishempire.co.uk/library/allanquatermain.htm.


10
They created problems with the “all ages” PG rating, so that Hollywood especially created the “PG-13” rating. Some spooky scenes and the mine car chase were designed to be licensed to theme parks such as Disney.


11
Fundamentalist Jews want to look for them under the Temple Mount, whereas fundamentalist Muslims see this as an attempt to undermine the Al Aqsa mosque on top of it. See the Israeli TV documentary on The Ark of the Covenant by Nir Toib, rebroadcast among others by EO on the Dutch first public channel September 23, 2003.




CHAPTER 8

1
More about the ongoing discussion: Hochman (2002). Also see IHT, November 13 and 22, 2002.


2
Michiko Kakautani, “Review of Stephen Winder’s The Man Who Saved Britain,” IHT, November 28.


3
Stephen Winder, “Her Majesty’s Sacred Service,” IHT, November 22, 2006. Also see IHT, November 15 and 28, 2006.


4
In the television documentary The James Bond Story, directed by Chris Hunt for Iambic productions in 1999, around the release of The World Is Not Enough, and rebroadcast on the Paris Première channel on April 27, 2003, and also in the Avro Close Up program on the first Dutch channel.


5
In a one-hour 2002 U.S. portrait documentary, broadcast in Europe a few months after his death on the Franco-German Arte channel, January 25, 2007.


6
Professor Michael Rogin, of the University of California at Berkeley (IHT, September 21–22, 1985). More in Rogin 1988.


7
Reuters, July 31, 1985; carried the next day in the International Herald Tribune as “In U.S., ‘Rambomania’ Has Struck a Rich Vein: ‘Rambo’ Paraphernalia Sell Briskly.”


8
Think of the Hungerford massacre in the U.K. and a long list of similar copycat events.


9
In another microphone test during the same period, he joked that he had just outlawed Russia: “The bombing begins in five minutes.” (Quoted by Kellner 1995, pp. 70 and 91, n. 17).


10
See the editorial comment “When Photo-ops Go Bad,” IHT, October 31, 2003.


11
The liaison office was subject to two recent elaborate TV documentaries: the longer and more historical French Opération Hollywood, directed by Emilio Pacull for “Les Films d”Ici” in 2004, broadcast during a “theme night” and repeated on the Franco-German Arte channel on October 18, 2006 (and earlier broadcast in the Netherlands on the Avro Close Up program on the first public channel, November 10, 2005), and the shorter and more topical Hollywood and the Pentagon: A Dangerous Liaison, directed by Marie Pia Mascaro and Jean-Marie Barrère for Capa Films in 2003, made for Canada, Australia, and half a dozen Northern European countries, broadcast in the Ram program, by Vpro on the third Dutch public channel, December 28, 2003. The Strub quotes are from both.


12
Paul Farhi discusses five examples in “Network TV Puts US Agents in the Crosshairs,” Washington Post/IHT, August 10, 2001.


13
In the 2003 TV documentary All the President’s Movies, by Brett Hudson and Burt Kearns, narrated by Martin Sheen (the president in the successful TV series The West Wing), broadcast in the Het uur van de wolf timeslot on the third Dutch public channel, May 9, 2005.


14
Elvis Mitchell, “Good at Action Films, Maybe Too Good,” NYT/IHT, September 19, 2001; Rick Lyman, “Wanted: Hollywood Villains for a New Climate,” NYT/IHT, October 9, 2001; James W. Hall, “A New Script for Thriller Writers,” New York Times/IHT, November 22, 2001; Sharon Waxman, “Hollywood Puts Out More Flags,” Washington Post/IHT, February 12, 2002.


15
Sharon Waxman, “Hollywood Exhales as Sales Hit Record Despite Sept. 11,” Washington Post/IHT, February 12, 2002; also see Paul Hegeman, “Hollywood na 11 September,” Dutch VPRO TV guide.


16
Jamie Malanowski “A Film of War, Without Any Answers,” NYT/IHT, December 21,2001.


17
Malanowski, “A Film of War.”


18
Malanowski, “A Film of War.”


19
John M. Broder, “Senior Officers in Qatar Watched Private’s Rescue by Video,” NYT/IHT, April 3, 2003, p. 4; Kenneth N. Gilpin, “Private Lynch Returns to Enthusiastic Welcome,” NYT/IHT, July 23, 2003, p. 5; David Lipsky, “Review of Rick Bragg’s I Am a Soldier: The Jessica Lynch Story,” NYT/IHT, December 23, 2003; Jim Rutenberg, “A Multimedia Strategy: CBS Interview Bid Offers So Much More,” NYT/IHT, June 17, 2003, p. 14. Also see the smaller items on July 10, August 9–10, September 3 and 17, November 7.


20
See the subsequent television special War Spin, broadcast on the Correspondent program, on BBC2, immediately after the war.


21
Vloet, “Saving Private Lynch,” NRC Handelsblad, May 17–18, 2003, p. 57.


22
The first interview was almost snatched away from ABC by CBS, which reportedly uses vague promises of extensive multimedia deals to land such scoops.


23
Also see “A Death Embellished,” IHT, March 29, 2007, p. 6; and “Army Lied, U.S. Athlete’s Brother Says,” compiled from news reports, in the IHT, April 25, 2007.




CHAPTER 9

1
American Philip Dye made a two-part overview television documentary The Bible according to Hollywood (1994), broadcast on the Planète channel in France on December 13, 2005.


2
The Bible Unveiled, broadcast on the Franco-German Arte channel just before Christmas 2006.


3
Compare the baby incubator hoax preceding the first American invasion of Iraq, for instance, and the long march preceding the founding of Communist China, respectively.


4
Original publication in German in 1914, quoted here from the English translation published by Vintage/Random House/Knopf, New York 1964, pp. 14–5, 11.


5
As the Nazis forced him to leave the European continent and to lead many of his disciples across channel and ocean to the conquest of the Anglo-American world. For a synopsis of his Moses theory, see Freud (1973), pp. 514–35.


6
Rebroadcast in the Netherlands by the Evangelical Broadcaster EO on the first public channel, September 30, 2003, and in France on the Histoire theme channel, April 13, 2004.


7
According to the 1999 edition of the annotated Groot Nieuws Bijbel, an official collaborative project of the Dutch (Protestant) Bible Society based in Haarlem, and the Catholic Bible Foundation based in Hertogenbosch, integrating historical research and maps provided by Oxford University Press. See the notes to Exodus 12:37, 12:41, etc.


8
Also see Solomon 2001, p. 242. He also notes on p. 250 that the 1954 movie The Egyptian had similarly turned the biblical Joseph into an influence on the pharaoh Akhenaton, the one who first tried to introduce monotheism. (Compare the Freud essay, quoted above, on this same theme).


9
See Sarah Vowell, “The Top Ten Commandments,” IHT, July 19, 2005.


10
See Tsippora, the second book of his trilogy on women in the Bible, by the present-day Jewish writer Marek Halter (Paris: Laffont 2004) and the review in the weekly Jeune Afrique, January 25–31, 2004, pp. 82–83.


11
Geraldine Fabrikant, “DreamWorks Dreams Big.” New York Times/IHT, December 29, 1998.


12
Bernard Weinraub, “Jeffrey Katzenberg Bets All on Prince of Egypt” NYT/IHT, December 16, 1998.


13
Weinraub, “Jeffrey Katzenberg Bets All on Prince of Egypt.”


14
Weinraub, “Jeffrey Katzenberg Bets All on Prince of Egypt.”


15
“Prince of Egypt: Three Perspectives.” Tikkun 14, no. 1 (1999): 8–10.


16
Laura M. Holson, “Pitching a DVD to the Faithful,” New York Times/IHT, September 1, 2004.


17
See, for instance, Jean-Claude Loiseau et al., dossier “L’Affaire Jésus:’ in the French weekly Télérama, March 24, 2004, pp. 13–24.


18
The supposed “distortion” of the original faith and particularly about Mary Magdalene was also one of the main themes of Dan Brown’s mega-bestseller The Da Vinci Code, later turned into a blockbuster movie (2006). It was savaged by reviewers but made $750 million anyway. The storyline derived mostly from a much earlier book, The Holy Blood and the Holy Grail by Michael Baigent, Richard Leigh, and Henry Lincoln (London: Jonathan Cape/Corgi, 1982/1994). Both wove ancient stories about the Merovingans, Templars, and so forth together into a superplot spanning millennia, masterminded by a mythical ”Priory of Sion“—an obvious and gross invention of French origin.


19
Produced and directed by Roel Oostra for CTC/Cresset Communications, in coproduction with the main German public channels WDR/ARD, the Belgian VRT, the Dutch educational Teleac/NOT, and the Cobo Fund. Among the noteworthy Bible scholars interviewed about these subjects were Elaine Pagels and Gilles Quispel, the aforementioned Keith Hopkins, Timothy Freke, and Peter Gandy (authors of The Jesus Mysteries and Jesus and the Goddess).


20
Rudi Fuchs (former director of the famous Stedelijk Museum of Amsterdam), “Kroon van Bloed” (Crown of Blood), Dutch quality daily NRC-Handelsblad, April, 23, 2004.


21
The documentary Jesus in the Picture, produced by Dutch evangelical broadcaster EO, was broadcast on April 1, 2004. It included an interview with Tatum and fragments from many of the films he discussed in his book. Most exposure, however, was given to an “exemplary” 1979 American evangelical dramatic documentary production based on the Gospel of Luke, Jesus—once again portrayed with blond hair and blue eyes.


22
The play had long retained its anti-Semitic overtones, and Hitler used its three-hundredth anniversary to reaffirm his anti-Jewish stance (Plate 2004, p. 7).


23
It reportedly received one hundred thousand worried phone calls a few years later, after Christian fundamentalists suggested its logo revealed that it was owned by the devil in person. The classical rumor case was inspired by the supposedly satanic number 666, which people saw in its logo. See van Ginneken (1993).


24
“Using carbon-14 dating tests in 1988, a group of scientists dated the cloth between 1260 and 1390 and ruled that it was probably a medieval forgery”: Jason Horowitz, “Computer Creates Face of ‘Young Jesus.’” New York Times/IHT, December 27,2004.


25
In the Footsteps of Jesus, broadcast as Sur les traces de Jésus by France 3 on three successive Sundays around Christmas, December 23, 2001–January 6, 2002. Note that there was later a similar controversy over a historically correct BBC reconstruction of the face of Santa Claus/Saint Nicholas as a Turk with a boxer’s nose.


26
According to San Francisco pastor Mark Stanger in the webzine Salon.com, Laurent Rigoulet, “La Dernière Tentation de Mel Gibson,” French weekly Télérama, February 18, 2003, pp. 28–30.


27
Michael Lerner, “Mel Gibson Revives an Old Message of Hate,” IHT, April 1, 2004.


28
Details in Ton Crijnen, “JP II maakt omstreden Anna zalig”, Trouw [The Netherlands], October 2, 2004. According to Amy-Jill Levine, she also “promoted the obscene ‘blood libel,’ that Jews kill Christian children and use their blood to prepare mazzo, the unleavened bread eaten during Passover” (Plate 2004, p. 140).


29
Radio 620 AM. The transcript is now on many Internet sites: for instance, www.moviecitynews.com/notepad/2004/040303_npd.html.


30
Frank Rich, “Gibson’s ‘Passion’ Publicity Juggernaut”, NYT/IHT, September 20–21, 2003; “‘Passion’ and the U.S. Culture War,” NYT/IHT, March 6–7, 2004; “The Campaign against Christmas,” NYT/IHT, December 18–19, 2004.


31
Sharon Waxman, “Will ‘Passion’ Destroy a Career?” IHT, February 27; and Rich, “‘Passion’ and the U.S. Culture War.”


32
A. O. Scott, “Another Angle on ‘The Passion’: Jesus as a Box Office Hero,” IHT, March 10, 2004.


33
Rich, “The Campaign against Christmas”; see also “The Christmas Miracle,” Newsweek, December 10, 2004, www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6650997/site/newsweek.


34
Victor Frölke, “Vrolijk Pasen met een hippe kruisigingsspijker,” NRC Handelsblad, April 3–4, 2004.


35
Diederik van Hoogstraten, “Amerikanen geven schuld vaker aan joden na ‘Passion,’” De Volkskrant, April 5, 2004, p. 12.


36
David M. Halbfinger, “Mel Gibson Plans TV Mini-Series on Holocaust,” NYT/IHT, December 6, 2005.




CHAPTER 10

1
A series of TV magazines on television spots, Culture Pub on the French commercial channel M6, once also had a complete installment with images of aliens from ads.


2
The documentary The Dark Side of the Moon (Opération Lune) was made for Point du Jour Productions, shown on the Franco-German Arte channel and in the Netherlands on the third public channel by VPRO (February 12, 2003).


3
In the television documentary Star Trek Story, produced and directed by Richard Curson Smith and Russell England, broadcast on a BBC Star Trek night, on August 26, 1996.


4
Quoted in Neal Stephenson, “Now We Take the Jedi Geeks Offline,” IHT, June 18–19, 2005; A. O. Scott, “Sith Is Better Than Star Wars;” New York Times/IHT, May 17, 2005; and Henry Marchand, “The Unfading Dark Side,” Boston Globe/IHT, May 31,2005.


5
Also see the 2004 promotional documentary on Star Wars, which Edith Becker and Kevin Burns directed for Prometheus Entertainment, in cooperation with Fox and Lucasfilms, broadcast on May 16, 2005, as L’empire des rêves by the major French commercial channel M6.


6
Tim Weiner, “U.S. Seeks ‘God’s-Eye View’ of Warfare,” NYT/IHT, November 15, 2004; editorial “A Science-Fiction Army,” IHT, April 1, 2005; Tim Weiner, “Air Force Asks Bush to Put Arms in Space,” NYT/IHT, May 19, 2005; editorial “Weapons in Space,” NYT/IHT, May 25, 2005; Richard Reeves, “Star Wars, All Over Again,” IHT, May 25, 2005; editorial “Bush’s Star Wars Fantasy,” NYT/IHT, June 25–26, 2005; Robert Park, “The Dark Side of the Moon,” IHT, September 23, 2005.
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