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THEY SAY GUYS CAN'T get bullied. Man, were they wrong. 

Just another lie vicious girls feed to young, impressionable boys.

Assault Charges. Expulsion. Lies.

All begging to come to light. Things get worse before they get better for Mike and Robyn as they battle against the world. Or, at least, The Sorority House twins. The girls are coming at them harder than ever. 

The pressure's on as Robyn debates on which side to choose. And as Mike stares down the barrel of having his entire life torn apart, a knock at his door will change everything.

Setting him on a collision course headed straight for the Sorority House duo.
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Robyn

I drew in the deep scent of the library, taking in the silence. The solace. The deep, dark contrast between the shadows of the library and the bright lights of The Sorority House. That place had been a gong show lately. Loud. Filled with parties. Celebrations and gossip and late-night coffees with way too many snacks. I appreciated the library’s quietness. Its focus. Its reserve.

Because there wasn’t any sort of reserve in the DZ house.

I flipped through pages of my textbook and jotted down notes. I starred a few passages with pencil, hoping to go back and erase them later. I didn’t enjoy muddling up textbooks like that. Especially since I wanted to return them in order to have some money to count toward next semester’s books. I wanted to try and save my parents as much money as possible on all this. On tuition. On my semesters here. I wanted them to get the best bang for their buck. Especially Mom.

Since I still don’t know if I’m staying.

I made up some flashcards and started going through the information. I had my first-ever round of exams in my classes this week, and a couple of them I didn’t feel prepared for. And I needed to be prepared. Because these test scores had a very big weigh-in on how my midterms would turn out. At least, in my law class, they did. I was struggling with that class. With memorizing everything and finding places to stick all the reading I had to do. I found myself resenting that class, despite the fact that my parents wanted me to take it.

Mike would tell you to do what you wanted.

Guilt filled my gut. Tears welled in my eyes. I put the flashcards down and sighed, leaning back into my library chair. I sniffled as I wiped at my eyes. They hurt. They were swollen. Irritated. Red from all the crying I’d done. I wasn’t sleeping. Barely eating. I couldn't focus in my classes most of the time because every time I stepped foot inside that building, I wondered what he was doing.

Where he was.

How he was feeling.

I felt sick to my stomach for what I’d done. For everything I’d gone along with in the name of sisterhood. I never should have gotten in on Brenda’s silly plot. I never should’ve trusted them to “stick it to” someone who’d hurt her best friend. And while I hadn’t ever expected them to step this far, they had. And I’d been a part of it.

I’d been part of accusing Mike of possible sexual assault.

I closed my eyes and ran my hands down my face. Whether I wanted to be or not, I was a key player in what had happened. Claiming ignorance didn’t account for the fact that I knew everything happening up until that point. The dates, and how they were used to manipulate. The text messages, and how they were used to draw them in. The pointers I took from the girls to hook him on my line before sinking him at a party I willingly invited him to. Knowing damn good and well they were going to trap him in something.

Just because the trap was bigger than I suspected didn’t make me innocent.

It made me stupid.

Mom would be so disappointed in you.

I’d gone from wanting my mother’s advice to wanting her never to find out. I’d gone from wanting to seek solace with her comforting voice to never wanting to hear it. I’d never gone this long without talking with her. Without confiding in her. Without having some sort of phone conversation. But, I couldn't bring myself to return her calls. I couldn't bring myself to do much other than text her. Telling her I was simply busy with classes and The Sorority House.

I hadn’t even told her about initiation yet.

I sighed as I reached into my purse. My hand rooted around, looking for that pin. That little thing that symbolized all I’d compromised in order to be part of some random group of girls. My fingertips fell against the small velvet box and I pulled it out. I set the soft pink box down on the table in front of me, almost scared to open it.

But I did.

The box opened with a crack and there it was. The fourteen-karat gold pin no bigger than the tip of my thumb. The genie bottle, with a diamond encrusted at its opening and four seeded pearls lining the bottom of the bottle. There looked to be fire shooting out from behind it. Or wings of some sort. And the entire thing sat on the top of a Greek column. Golden, sparkling with miniature diamonds and pearls, and etched with the Greek letters for “DZ.”

And yet, all I wanted to do was throw it across the room.

I ran my fingertips over its smooth surface. I thought back to that evening a couple days ago. Back to initiation, where I’d almost passed out at the idea of them not giving me that pin. After all I’d done—after all I’d accomplished and compromised for them—and they actually thought about not giving me that damn thing. What a crock of shit. It made me sick to my stomach to think about. Putting Mike in that position and then not getting anything out of it? Ruining the one thing I had going well for me in school, only to come out with nothing?

I’d never been more selfish in my life than in that moment.

A moment I thought Trinity might win outright.

She was jealous. For what reason, I had no clue. She didn’t have a right to be. She didn’t have the platform to be jealous. Especially since this plan was her idea as well. Despite the fact that I had been presented with some preinitiation pin, which I still wasn’t sure was real, Trinity actually thought she could rip away my one chance at rushing this sorority.

Brenda gave me the pin, though.

Shame filled my chest as I closed the pin box. I hadn’t put it on once since I’d obtained it. The Sorority House had thrown a party with the rest of the houses on Greek Street. Closed to the bulk of campus, with the party being specifically for new initiates. And while we were urged to wear our pins, I didn’t. I told the girls I’d worked hard for something so beautiful, and that I wanted to protect it. Put it somewhere safe so it wouldn't be ruined by people falling all over me or a drink that might get spilled on my shirt.

Then I stuffed it in my bedside table and had forgotten all about it.

The heck are you saying? You could never forget about this thing.

I’d wanted this for so long. I’d been dreaming about this moment for the entire first part of my school semester. Hell, I dreamed about it sometimes over the summer! Mom and I gabbed about it. Talking about all the things I’d do with the girls. Well, the things she could talk about. She told me that once I became a sister, there were many other things she could fill me in on. Secrets only known to her and her sisters around the country.

I wanted that secrecy. That importance. I wanted to be part of the cool kid’s club, just once. Just to know what it felt like to be one of the desired girls instead of one of the outcasts.

Not at this price, though.

Mike probably hates you right now.

And he had every right to hate me. I grabbed the closed box and threw it back in my purse, frustrated with my existence. I wouldn't get any studying done this way. Not by a long shot. So, I started closing my binders and gathering up my flashcards. I stuffed everything into my backpack as my stomach growled, causing me to grow light-headed. Had I eaten today? I mean, I’d had plenty of coffee. But, had I gotten food?

If you can’t remember, probably not.

I sighed as I threw my backpack over my shoulder. I picked up my books, carrying them in my trembling arms as I made my way out of the library. Its comforting silence had grown deafening. And it let my mind think about way too much. I needed to find a space where I could focus on studying. On writing out my flashcards. On memorizing facts I needed to know for this stupid test for a stupid class I didn’t even want to take in the first place.

Your life is a mess, Robyn.

I made my way out of the library and crossed the cobblestone path of campus. I dipped into the cafeteria and got two trays of to-go food. Things to pick at, in case my appetite finally decided to kick in. I poured a massive salad into one of them, with dressing on the side. And in the other, I put finger foods. Fries. A couple of miniature desserts. A sandwich and some grapes. I grabbed myself a large soda before putting all of it into a bag. Then, I set off for The Sorority House.

I wonder what Mike’s doing right now.

I shook the thought from my head. I forced myself to focus on anything. Everything. Literally, whatever I could think of, other than that. Other than him. Other than what his life had become since that party over a week ago. I licked my lips and picked up the pace, huffing and puffing as I made my way to the house. Sweat trickled down the nape of my neck. I felt it sliding down my back as the last of the summer sun slammed against my body. As if it were punishing me for my actions.

Not like I wasn’t already punishing myself enough.

I panted as I came to the steps of the DZ house. I put down my food, gazing up at the door as I heard the girls giggling inside. Some of them threw their heads back, roaring with laughter. And some of them let out polite giggles. Must’ve been Hannah saying something. She had an odd sense of humor. Some of the girls loved the way she told her stories. How she phrased things. How she saw the world around her. And some girls couldn't stand her.

You really should put on your pin.

It made me sick to think about. But the girls were beginning to look at me sideways. The new initiates wore their pin on literally everything. I mean, one of the new girls had been walking around with a towel wrapped around her yesterday, and she had her pin on it! And not once had they seen me wearing mine.

What would Mike think if he knew you pledged?

I drew in a deep breath as I slid my purse off my shoulder. I dug around in it until my hand fell against that little velvet box again. I opened it up and sucked it up, pinning the crest against my chest. It burned a hole in my skin. A hole I wanted to be taken over by. I wanted it to devour me. To suck me into a black hole and never release me.

“Here goes nothing,” I murmured.

I tossed the box back into my purse. I picked up my food and started for the door. I slipped in, listening to the girls laugh and chatter on the couch. And when I walked in, everyone stopped.

“There’s our bright new initiate,” Brenda said.

It took all I had not to spit at her.

“Hey there, guys. Sorry I’m late,” I said.

“Long day at school?” Hannah asked.

“Just preparing for this stupid exam coming up.”

“The law one?” Trinity asked.

I nodded, closing the door behind me. “Yeah. It’s going to kick my butt. I can feel it.”

“Why are you taking those kinds of classes again? I mean, you could be doing something fun with your electives,” Hannah said.

“Yeah, like swimming or something. Don’t you swim?” Brenda asked.

“I mean, I used to. Until college sucked my life again.”

Trinity giggled. “Welcome to the club. Why do you think we keep such late nights sometimes?”

“You should join us for one of them too. We’d love having you,” Hannah said.

The girls murmured their agreement and I forced a smile. I made sure to crinkle my eyes, just in case someone knew how to read them. How to read faces. How to tell fake smiles from good ones. 

“While I’d love to, I’ve got flashcards to make and a dinner to wolf down,” I said.

Brenda nodded. “Well, whenever you get some time for your new sisters, let us know.”

I heard the bite in her voice, but I ignored it. I nodded and turned on my heel, then started back to my bedroom. I’d been the only initiate that hadn’t chosen to move my bedroom yet. The only girl pinned at the ceremony Friday night that hadn’t packed up and moved off “new girl hallway.” Something kept stopping me. Whether it was classes, or sleep, or a general need to organize my life. I always found a reason to not move my room to the second floor with the other girls.

And I knew Brenda was beginning to suspect something.

But being alone was better than being with any of those girls right now. I had no way of knowing who were my real friends, and who were just like Brenda and Trinity. And until I could figure out who was who, I didn't want to be around them. I didn’t want their influence. I didn’t want their advice, or their opinions, or even their joy.

I simply wanted to be alone with my thoughts.

Maybe then, I might be able to make some decent decisions with my life.
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Mike

I lay there Monday evening, staring up at the ceiling. More than ever, I regretted convincing housing to let me stay on campus. Because I wanted to be literally anywhere else than there. I sighed as I lay there, letting the time slip by. I kept running down my meeting with the lawyer. My phone call to my parents. How silent they’d been as I explained to them what happened. Though it had been fairly disjointed. I went from trying to give them a backstory on what led up to that point to crying in their ears. Crying. Like a fucking child.

By the end of the phone call, I hadn’t been able to put words together.

The entire weekend was spent hopelessly following the syllabi for my classes in order to try and keep up hope. I mean, I didn’t do anything wrong. So once they figured that out, they’d let me back on campus. Let me back in my classes. And I couldn't fall too far behind. I had to keep up with my reading so, homework was a breeze. I had to make flashcards and highlight my chapters, as normal, in order to ace the tests I might miss.

Shit, midterms are around the corner.

I’d lost myself in that kind of work over the weekend. Not once did my parents call either. Or maybe I’d missed their calls. I don’t know. I hadn’t kept my phone charged
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