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    At the uneasy seam where imperial law yields to contractual violence and audacious risk, The Pirates of Panama (A True Account) tracks buccaneers as they remake the Caribbean into a contested marketplace of force, showing how sanctioned and unsanctioned ventures overlap, how profit disciplines bodies as surely as cannon fire, and how the allure of liberty entwines with coercion, debt, and brittle allegiance that bind ships, islands, and empires together in a wake of calculation, rumor, and ceaseless negotiation across coasts, rivers, and jungle paths that blur the boundary between maritime raid and overland campaign, survival and predation, witness and legend.

The Pirates of Panama (A True Account) is a seventeenth-century nonfiction chronicle by John Esquemeling, an eyewitness among the Caribbean buccaneers. First published in Europe in the late 1600s and widely translated, the work belongs to a hybrid of travel narrative, reportage, and early colonial history. Its geography ranges from Tortuga and Jamaica to the Spanish Main and the approaches to Panama, where treasure routes concentrated wealth and risk. English editions often retitled the material, and this name foregrounds one of its most prominent theaters while preserving the book’s claim to documentary truth and its emphasis on lived experience.

Esquemeling writes as a participant-observer, narrating how crews formed, supplied themselves, and set terms before they risked ships, bodies, and reputations. The book moves episodically through preparations, voyages, marches, bargains, and clashes, with steady attention to tools, provisions, distances, and decisions that shape outcomes. Its voice is plainspoken and practical rather than ornate, yet it is alive to spectacle, fear, and sudden reversals. The tone balances cool description with moral reflection, allowing readers to sense both the organizational logic of buccaneering and the volatility that attends it, without relying on embellishment beyond what the narrator claims to have seen.

Running throughout is the question of legality and legitimacy: when does a letter of marque become a veil for outright piracy, and who decides at sea or on remote shores. Esquemeling tracks economies of plunder alongside economies of labor, showing how shares, contracts, and discipline knit crews into temporary communities that can both nurture and consume their members. The narrative also examines imperial rivalry, where Spanish defenses and European ambitions collide with local knowledge. Geography and environment are constant forces, as hunger, disease, storms, and terrain influence outcomes as much as courage, revealing risk as both material and moral.

As a historical source, the book occupies a distinctive place: it is both testimony and commodity, transmitted through multiple translations and editions that can color tone and emphasis. Readers encounter granular particulars—ranks, routines, routes—alongside judgments shaped by the author’s vantage in a violent colonial world. Because it circulated widely, the narrative helped fix images of buccaneers in the European imagination, even as it preserves ambiguities and contradictions. Approached critically, it opens windows onto maritime labor, colonial administration, and the cross-cultural contact zones that piracy exploited, while also reminding us that documentation emerges from interests, pressures, and editorial hands beyond the deck.

For contemporary readers, the account resonates for more than its adventure. It traces how states outsource violence, how private profit intersects with public authority, and how informal economies thrive at the edges of regulation—questions that remain vital in a world of corporate security, resource frontiers, and global supply chains. The book also complicates the popular caricature of piracy, replacing fantasy with structures of work, risk distribution, and fragile trust. Its attention to logistics and environment speaks to modern realities of precarity and climate hazard, while its narrative dynamics illuminate how media amplify daring feats and obscure the costs they exact.

Reading The Pirates of Panama today means engaging an adventure that is also an archive, attentive to both storytelling and source criticism. Expect period diction, nautical measures, and place-names that reflect seventeenth-century usage, alongside a steady focus on preparations and aftermaths as much as action. Without revealing particulars, it is fair to say that plans succeed or fail for reasons both unpredictable and ordinary, and that character is tested where provisions, alliances, and terrain press hardest. The result remains compelling because it invites readers to think with history, not merely about it, weighing evidence while feeling the spray and strain.
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    The Pirates of Panama (A True Account) presents the seventeenth‑century buccaneering world through the testimony of John Esquemeling, a surgeon who served among the freebooters in the Caribbean. First issued in the late 1600s and widely translated, the narrative combines personal observation with collected reports to describe the rise of seaborne raiders operating between the Spanish Main and the Gulf of Mexico. Esquemeling situates his account amid imperial rivalries, colonial ports, and the shadow of privateering commissions. The book traces how these companies formed, provisioned, and ventured along coasts and rivers, culminating in the ambitious campaigns associated with the route to Panama.

Esquemeling begins with origins on Hispaniola and Tortuga, where hunters, runaways, and adventurers coalesced into buccaneer fraternities. He explains the practical economy of meat‑curing and trade that supported their communities, then details recruitment customs, articles of agreement, shares of plunder, and punishments that regulated conduct. As a surgeon, he notes tools, remedies, and triage aboard crowded ships, balancing technical detail with plain reporting. The daily realities—weather, scarcity, and the need for local guides—frame the opportunistic ethos that blurred lines between licensed privateering and outlawry. Throughout, he points to the dual pressures of survival and profit that shaped decisions more than grand ideology.

He examines operations at sea and along coasts, emphasizing light draft vessels, sudden boarding, and knowledge of channels and tides. Pirates, pilots, and canoe crews navigate creeks and lagoons to surprise anchored targets or strike lightly defended settlements. The narrative highlights repair yards, watering places, and clandestine markets where captured goods moved into legitimate trade. Spanish defenses evolve in response, from convoy systems to fortified harbors, producing a cat‑and‑mouse rhythm of raiding and countermeasure. Esquemeling keeps attention on logistics—arms, powder, provisions, and intelligence—showing how information and endurance often mattered more than sheer firepower in determining outcomes.

Profiles of notorious leaders punctuate the account, conveying both charisma and volatility. Figures such as l’Olonnais and Roche Braziliano illustrate extremes of daring and cruelty, while the rising captain Henry Morgan exemplifies organization and negotiation on a larger scale. Esquemeling follows the assembly of multinational crews under shifting flags, the bargaining over promises, and the staging of coastal assaults that tested discipline and alliances. Raids on key towns and anchorages demonstrate how surprise, local informants, and leverage could pry open Spanish resistance. The author’s tone remains observational, acknowledging brutality without embellishment and underlining the precariousness binding captains and crews.

The narrative’s arc concentrates on the concentration of forces for the Panama enterprise, a grand design that linked sea power with a risky overland push. Esquemeling recounts the gathering of ships, the approach to river forts guarding the isthmus, and the storming of strategic positions to secure a passage inland. The march across humid forests and savannas brings hunger, illness, and skirmishes that test cohesion. Spanish defenders adopt delaying tactics and scorched resources, forcing improvisation. By situating each stage within supply constraints and terrain, the account emphasizes how environmental and logistical factors shaped the campaign as much as audacity did.

Following the climax, Esquemeling turns to aftermath: reckonings over shares, grievances about leadership, and the rapid fission of companies once immediate goals pass. He notes how port authorities alternately tolerate and suppress buccaneers, depending on diplomatic winds and the flow of prize goods. Legal ambiguity persists, with commissions invoked or ignored to suit circumstance. The author’s vantage as a non‑captain foregrounds the rank‑and‑file experience—injury, payment, and the gamble of returning empty‑handed. Without romantic flourish, he presents buccaneering as a volatile labor system whose internal bargaining could fracture as readily as Spanish gunfire.

As a document, The Pirates of Panama endures for its unvarnished, contemporaneous perspective on the maritime frontier of empire. Esquemeling’s measured prose preserves operational detail and social texture—codes, markets, and makeshift medicine—while revealing the gray zone between state warfare and criminal predation. The book’s cumulative portrait has shaped subsequent histories and fiction, yet it retains cautionary distance, neither vindicating nor sensationalizing its subjects. By tracing how information, logistics, and opportunism drive events more than legend, the account invites readers to reconsider familiar tales of adventure as case studies in early modern power, economy, and the costs borne by participants and bystanders.
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    The Pirates of Panama (A True Account) unfolds within the mid‑seventeenth‑century Caribbean, when Spain’s American empire funneled silver and gold from Mexico and Peru across the Isthmus of Panama to Portobelo and on to Seville in guarded treasure fleets. Institutions such as the Casa de Contratación and the flota system attempted to regulate commerce and protect bullion. Yet vast distances, seasonal winds, and overland chokepoints like the Camino Real between Panama City and Portobelo created vulnerabilities. Coastal presidios, limited naval patrols, and legally restricted trade left non‑Spanish settlers—English, French, and Dutch—reliant on smuggling and privateering, intensifying conflict around the Spanish Main.

Out of Hispaniola’s western coasts and the nearby island of Tortuga emerged the buccaneers—originally hunter‑traders who smoked meat (boucan) and bartered hides with passing ships. French and English settlers, often outside formal colonial control, organized into bands that gradually shifted from provisioning to raiding Spanish shipping and ports. Letters of marque from colonial governors gave a veneer of legality, but distinctions between privateer and pirate blurred in practice. Spanish reprisals, including guarda costas patrols and punitive expeditions, escalated the cycle of violence. By the 1650s–1670s, these flibustiers and freebooters formed a multinational, semi‑organized maritime workforce centered on Tortuga, Hispaniola, and Jamaica.

England’s capture of Jamaica in 1655 turned Port Royal into a crucial logistics hub for privateers striking Spanish targets. Governors such as Thomas Modyford issued commissions that sanctioned attacks during periods of hostility, and captains like Henry Morgan coordinated large expeditions drawing crews from across the Caribbean. Morgan’s campaigns against Puerto Príncipe, Portobelo (1668), Maracaibo (1669), and the overland assault culminating at Panama in 1671 unfolded amid shifting diplomacy. The 1670 Treaty of Madrid recognized England’s Caribbean holdings and called for suppressing privateering; afterward, Morgan was summoned to London, later knighted, and eventually returned to Jamaica as lieutenant governor.

On the French side, Colbert’s mercantilist reforms created the French West India Company in 1664 to consolidate colonial trade and administration. Tortuga and western Hispaniola fell under governors such as Bertrand d’Ogeron, who regularized buccaneer activity by issuing commissions against Spain and encouraging settlement. French flibustiers cooperated with, and competed against, English and Dutch adventurers; Dutch merchants from Curaçao supplied arms and bought captured goods, tying raiding to Atlantic commerce. These arrangements institutionalized violence while integrating it into legal frameworks of empire, a contradiction that frames many episodes Esquemeling describes and helps explain the multinational crews and shifting allegiances he observed.

Alexandre Olivier Exquemelin—rendered “John Esquemeling” in some English editions—was a barber‑surgeon who, according to his own narrative, arrived in Tortuga as an indentured servant of the French West India Company, gained his freedom, and then served among the buccaneers. His medical role placed him near decision‑makers while exposing him to ordinary seamen’s hardships, allowing him to record shipboard routines, articles of agreement, and treatment of prisoners. He participated in, or collected close testimony about, expeditions led by figures such as Henry Morgan. Composed after his return to Europe, his account blends eyewitness detail with reports from comrades operating across the Spanish Main.

His book first appeared in Dutch in Amsterdam in 1678 as De Americaensche Zee‑Roovers, quickly becoming widely read. Translations followed: German and Spanish in 1679–1681, and an expanded English edition in London in 1684. The English version’s portrayal of Henry Morgan prompted Morgan to sue the publisher, William Crooke, for libel; Morgan won damages, and later English printings modified or retracted disputed passages. This legal battle illustrates how buccaneering narratives intersected with national reputations and colonial policy. Subsequent French editions incorporated additional material by other writers, ensuring the work’s wide circulation and shaping European perceptions of Caribbean warfare and commerce.

Exquemelin wrote as the plantation complex and Atlantic slave trade were expanding rapidly. Sugar, tobacco, and dyewoods drove settlement and capital flows, while enslaved Africans, transported by European and intercolonial slavers, underpinned Caribbean economies from Barbados to Jamaica and Saint‑Domingue. Spanish towns and missions dotted the mainland littoral, but long coastlines and sparse garrisons left outlying settlements exposed. Buccaneer crews, needing pilots, supplies, and information, dealt with free and enslaved people ashore, sometimes recruiting Indigenous guides or maroons. These encounters—and the brutal coercion often accompanying raids—situate his vignettes within wider systems of exploitation that financed, supplied, and suffered from maritime predation.

Within this milieu, The Pirates of Panama synthesizes travelogue, ethnography, and campaign chronicle to document how early modern empires waged war at sea through semi‑licensed entrepreneurs. Its detailed attention to provisioning, Articles, ransoms, and punishments both reflects contemporary maritime practice and interrogates the legal fictions that sustained it. By recording atrocities alongside logistics and profits, Exquemelin furnished readers with material for moral judgment as European states began curbing buccaneering in the 1670s–1680s through treaties and stronger naval patrols. The book’s enduring value lies in its clear view of empire’s frontiers, where commerce, coercion, and reputation were negotiated with gunfire.
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The introduction—The author sets forth for the Western islands, in the service of the West-India Company of France[1]—They meet with an English frigate, and arrive at the Island of Tortuga.


We set sail from Havre-de-Grace in France, from whence we set sail in the ship called St. John, May 2, 1666. Our vessel was equipped with twenty-eight guns, twenty mariners, and two hundred and twenty passengers, including those whom the company sent as free passengers. Soon after we came to an anchor under the Cape of Barfleur, there to join seven other ships of the same West-India company, which were to come from Dieppe, under convoy of a man-of-war, mounted with thirty-seven guns, and two hundred and fifty men. Of these ships two were bound for Senegal, five for the Caribbee islands, and ours for Tortuga. Here gathered to us about twenty sail of other ships, bound for Newfoundland, with some Dutch vessels going for Nantz, Rochel, and St. Martin's, so that in all we made thirty sail. Here we put ourselves in a posture of defence, having noticed that four English frigates, of sixty guns each, waited for us near Aldernay. Our admiral, the Chevalier Sourdis, having given necessary orders, we sailed thence with a favourable gale, and some mists arising, totally impeded the English frigates from discovering our fleet. We steered our course as near as we could to the coast of France, for fear of the enemy[1q]. As we sailed along, we met a vessel of Ostend, who complained to our admiral, that a French privateer had robbed him that very morning; whereupon we endeavoured to pursue the said pirate; but our labour was in vain, not being able to overtake him.

Our fleet, as we sailed, caused no small fears and alarms to the inhabitants of the coasts of France, these judging us to be English, and that we sought some convenient place for landing. To allay their fright, we hung out our colours; but they would not trust us. After this we came to an anchor in the bay of Conquet in Brittany, near Ushant, there to take in water. Having stored ourselves with fresh provisions here, we prosecuted our voyage, designing to pass by the Ras of Fontenau, and not expose ourselves to the Sorlingues, fearing the English that were cruising thereabouts. The river Ras is of a current very strong and rapid, which, rolling over many rocks, disgorges itself into the sea, on the coast of France, in 48 deg. 10 min. latitude; so that this passage is very dangerous, all the rocks, as yet, being not thoroughly known.

Here I shall mention the ceremony, which, at this passage, and some other places, is used by the mariners, and by them called baptism, though it may seem little to our purpose. The master's mate clothed himself with a ridiculous sort of garment, that reached to his feet, and on his head he put a suitable cap, made very burlesque; in his right hand he had a naked wooden sword, and in his left a pot full of ink: his face was horribly blacked with soot, and his neck adorned with a collar of many little pieces of wood. Thus apparelled, he commanded every one to be called who had never passed through that dangerous place before; and then, causing them to kneel down, he made the sign of the cross on their foreheads, with ink, and gave every one a stroke on the shoulders with his wooden sword. Meanwhile, the standers-by cast a bucket of water upon each man's head; and so ended the ceremony. But that done, each of the baptized must give a bottle of brandy, placing it nigh the main-mast, without speaking a word; even those who have no such liquor not being excused. If the vessel never passed that way before, the captain is obliged to distribute some wine among the mariners and passengers; but as for other gifts, which the newly-baptized frequently offer, they are divided among the old seamen, and of them they make a banquet among themselves.

The Hollanders likewise, not only at this passage, but also at the rocks called Berlingues, nigh the coast of Portugal, in 39 deg. 40 min. (being a passage very dangerous, especially by night, when, in the dark, the rocks are not distinguishable, the land being very high) they use some such ceremony: but their manner of baptizing is very different from that of the French; for he that is to be baptized is fastened, and hoisted up thrice, at the mainyard's end, as if he were a criminal. If he be hoisted the fourth time, in the name of the Prince of Orange, or of the captain of the vessel, his honour is more than ordinary. Thus every one is dipped several times in the main ocean; but he that is dipped first has the honour of being saluted with a gun. Such as are not willing to fall, must pay twelve pence for ransom; if he be an officer, two shillings; and if a passenger, at their own pleasure. If the ship never passed that way before, the captain is to give a small rundlet of wine, which, if he denies, the mariners may cut off the stem of the vessel. All the profit accruing by this ceremony is kept by the master's mate, who, after reaching their port, usually lays it out in wine, which is drank amongst the ancient seamen. Some say this ceremony was instituted by the Emperor Charles V. though it is not amongst his laws. But here I leave these sea customs, and return to our voyage.

Having passed the Ras, we had very good weather, till we came to Cape Finis Terræ: here a sudden tempest surprised us, and separated our ship from the rest that were in our company. This storm continued eight days; in which time it would move compassion to see how miserably the passengers were tumbled to and fro, on all sides of the ship; insomuch, that the mariners, in the performance of their duty, were compelled to tread upon them. This boisterous weather being over, we had very favourable gales again, till we came to the tropic of Cancer. This tropic is an imaginary circle, which astronomers have invented in the heavens, limiting the progress of the sun towards the north pole. It is placed in the latitude of 23 deg. 30 min. Here we were baptized a second time, as before. The French always perform this ceremony at the tropic of Cancer, as also under the tropic of Capricorn. In this part of the world we had very favourable weather, at which we were very glad, because of our great want of water; for that element is so scarce with us, that we were stinted to two half pints a man every day.

About the latitude of Barbadoes, we met an English frigate, or privateer, who first began to give us chase; but finding herself not to exceed us in force, presently got away: hereupon, we pursued her, firing several guns, eight-pounders, at her; but at length she escaped, and we returned to our course. Soon after, we came within sight of Martinico. We were bent to the coast of the isle of St. Peter, but were frustrated by a storm, which took us hereabouts. Hence we resolved to steer to Gaudaloupe, yet we could not reach this island, by reason of the said storm; so that we directed our course to the isle of Tortuga, being the very same land we were bound to. We passed along the coast of Punta Rica, which is extremely agreeable and delightful to the sight, being adorned with beautiful woods, even to the tops of the mountains. Then we discovered Hispaniola (of which I shall give a description), and we coasted about it till we came to Tortuga, our desired port. Here we anchored, July 7, in the same year, not having lost one man in the voyage. We landed the goods that belonged to the West-India company, and, soon after, the ship was sent to Cal de Sac with some passengers.
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A description of Tortuga[2]—The fruits and plants there—How the French first settled there, at two several times, and forced out the Spaniards—The author twice sold in the said island.


The island of Tortuga is situate on the north side of Hispaniola, in 20 deg. 30 min. latitude; its just extent is threescore leagues about. The Spaniards, who gave name to this island, called it so from the shape of the land, in some manner resembling a great sea-tortoise, called by them Tortuga-de-mar. The country is very mountainous, and full of rocks, and yet thick of lofty trees, that grow upon the hardest of those rocks, without partaking of a softer soil. Hence it comes that their roots, for the greatest part, are seen naked, entangled among the rocks like the branching of ivy against our walls. That part of this island which stretches to the north is totally uninhabited: the reason is, first, because it is incommodious, and unhealthy: and, secondly, for the ruggedness of the coast, that gives no access to the shore, unless among rocks almost inaccessible: for this cause it is peopled only on the south part, which hath only one port indifferently good: yet this harbour has two entries, or channels, which afford passage to ships of seventy guns; the port itself being without danger, and capable of receiving a great number of vessels. The inhabited parts, of which the first is called the Low-Lands, or Low-Country: this is the chief among the rest, because it contains the port aforesaid. The town is called Cayona, and here live the chiefest and richest planters of the island[2q]. The second part is called the Middle Plantation: its soil is yet almost new, being only known to be good for tobacco. The third is named Ringot, and is situate towards the west part of the island. The fourth and last is called the Mountain, in which place were made the first plantations upon this island.

As to the wood that grows here, we have already said that the trees are exceeding tall, and pleasing to the sight; whence no man will doubt, but they may be applied to several uses. Such is the yellow saunder, which by the inhabitants is called bois de chandel[3], or, in English, candle-wood, because it burns like a candle, and serves them with light while they fish by night. Here grows, also, lingnum sanctum, or guaiacum: its virtues are very well known, more especially to those who observe not the Seventh Commandment, and are given to impure copulations!—physicians drawing hence, in several compositions, the greatest antidote for venereal diseases; as also for cold and viscous humours. The trees, likewise, which afford gummi elemi, grow here in great abundance; as doth radix Chinæ, or China root: yet this is not so good as that of other parts of the western world. It is very white and soft, and serves for pleasant food to the wild boars, when they can find nothing else. This island, also, is not deficient in aloes, nor an infinite number of the other medicinal herbs, which may please the curiosity of such as are given to their contemplation: moreover, for building of ships, or any other sort of architecture, here are found several sorts of timber. The fruits, likewise, which grow here abundantly, are nothing inferior, in quantity or quality, to what other islands produce. I shall name only some of the most ordinary and common: such are magnoit, potatoes, Abajou apples, yannas, bacones, paquays, carosoles, mamayns, annananes, and divers other sorts, which I omit to specify. Here grow likewise, in great numbers, those trees called palmitoes, or palmites, whence is drawn a certain juice which serves the inhabitants instead of wine, and whose leaves cover their houses instead of tiles.

In this island aboundeth, also, the wild boar. The governor hath prohibited the hunting of them with dogs, fearing lest, the island being but small, the whole race of them, in a short time, should be destroyed. The reason why he thought convenient to preserve these wild beasts was, that, in case of any invasion, the inhabitants might sustain themselves with their food, especially were they once constrained to retire to the woods and mountains. Yet this sort of game is almost impeded by itself, by reason of the many rocks and precipices, which, for the greatest part, are covered with little shrubs, very green and thick; whence the huntsmen have oftentimes fallen, and left us the sad remembrance of many a memorable disaster.

At a certain time of the year there resort to Tortuga large flocks of wild pigeons, and then the inhabitants feed on them very plentifully, having more than they can consume, and leaving totally to their repose all other sorts of fowl, both wild and tame; that so, in the absence of the pigeons, these may supply their place. But as nothing in the universe, though never so pleasant, can be found, but what hath something of bitterness with it; the very symbol of this truth we see in the aforesaid pigeons: for these, the season being past, can scarce be touched with the tongue, they become so extremely lean, and bitter even to admiration. The reason of this bitterness is attributed to a certain seed which they eat about that time, even as bitter as gall. About the sea-shores, everywhere, are found great multitudes of crabs, both of land and sea, and both sorts very big. These are good to feed servants and slaves, whose palates they please, but are very hurtful to the sight: besides, being eaten too often, they cause great giddiness in the head, with much weakness of the brain; so that, very frequently, they are deprived of sight for a quarter of an hour.

The French having settled in the isle of St. Christopher, planted there a sort of trees, of which, at present, there possibly may be greater quantities; with the timber whereof they made long-boats, and hoys, which they sent thence westward, well manned and victualled, to discover other islands. These setting sail from St. Christopher, came within sight of Hispaniola, where they arrived with abundance of joy. Having landed, they marched into the country, where they found large quantities of cattle; such as cows, bulls, horses, and wild boars: but finding no great profit in these animals, unless they could enclose them, and knowing, likewise, the island to be pretty well peopled by the Spaniards, they thought it convenient to enter upon and seize the island of Tortuga. This they performed without any difficulty, there being upon the island no more than ten or twelve Spaniards to guard it. These few men let the French come in peaceably, and possess the island for six months, without any trouble; meanwhile they passed and repassed, with their canoes, to Hispaniola, from whence they transported many people, and at last began to plant the whole island of Tortuga. The few Spaniards remaining there, perceiving the French to increase their number daily, began, at last, to repine at their prosperity, and grudge them the possession: hence they gave notice to others of their nation, their neighbours, who sent several boats, well armed and manned, to dispossess the French. This expedition succeeded according to their desires; for the new possessors, seeing the great number of Spaniards, fled with all they had to the woods, and hence, by night, they wafted over with canoes to the island of Hispaniola: this they the more easily performed, having no women or children with them, nor any great substance to carry away. Here they also retired into the woods, both to seek for food, and from thence, with secrecy, to give intelligence to others of their own faction; judging for certain, that within a little while they should be in a capacity to hinder the Spaniards from fortifying in Tortuga.

Meanwhile, the Spaniards of the great island ceased not to seek after their new guests, the French, with intent to root them out of the woods if possible, or cause them to perish with hunger; but this design soon failed, having found that the French were masters both of good guns, powder, and bullets. Here therefore the fugitives waited for a certain opportunity, wherein they knew the Spaniards were to come from Tortuga with arms, and a great number of men, to join with those of the greater island for their destruction. When this occasion offered, they in the meanwhile deserting the woods where they were, returned to Tortuga, and dispossessed the small number of Spaniards that remained at home. Having so done, they fortified themselves the best they could, thereby to prevent the return of the Spaniards in case they should attempt it. Moreover, they sent immediately to the governor of St. Christopher's, craving his aid and relief, and demanding of him a governor, the better to be united among themselves, and strengthened on all occasions. The governor of St. Christopher's received their petition with much satisfaction, and, without delay, sent Monsieur le Passeur to them in quality of a governor, together with a ship full of men, and all necessaries for their establishment and defence. No sooner had they received this recruit, but the governor commanded a fortress to be built upon the top of a high rock, from whence he could hinder the entrance of any ships or other vessels to the port. To this fort no other access could be had, than by almost climbing through a very narrow passage that was capable only of receiving two persons at once, and those not without difficulty. In the middle of this rock was a great cavity, which now serves for a storehouse: besides, here was great convenience for raising a battery. The fort being finished, the governor commanded two guns to be mounted, which could not be done without great toil and labour; as also a house to be built within the fort, and afterwards the narrow way, that led to the said fort, to be broken and demolished, leaving no other ascent thereto than by a ladder. Within the fort gushes out a plentiful fountain of pure fresh water, sufficient to refresh a garrison of a thousand men. Being possessed of these conveniences, and the security these things might promise, the French began to people the island, and each of them to seek their living; some by hunting, others by planting tobacco, and others by cruizing and robbing upon the coasts of the Spanish islands, which trade is continued by them to this day.

The Spaniards, notwithstanding, could not behold, but with jealous eyes, the daily increase of the French in Tortuga, fearing lest, in time, they might by them be dispossessed also of Hispaniola. Thus taking an opportunity (when many of the French were abroad at sea, and others employed in hunting), with eight hundred men, in several canoes, they landed again in Tortuga, almost without being perceived by the French; but finding that the governor had cut down many trees for the better discovery of any enemy in case of an assault, as also that nothing of consequence could be done without great guns, they consulted about the fittest place for raising a battery. This place was soon concluded to be the top of a mountain which was in sight, seeing that from thence alone they could level their guns at the fort, which now lay open to them since the cutting down of the trees by the new possessors. Hence they resolved to open a way for the carriage of some pieces of ordnance to the top. This mountain is somewhat high, and the upper part thereof plain, from whence the whole island may be viewed: the sides thereof are very rugged, by reason a great number of inaccessible rocks do surround it; so that the ascent was very difficult, and would always have been the same, had not the Spaniards undergone the immense labour and toil of making the way before mentioned, as I shall now relate.

The Spaniards had with them many slaves and Indians, labouring men, whom they call matades, or, in English, half-yellow men; these
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