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There are few names at the top of the list of military war heroes as well known or inspiring than Carlos Hathcock. His career, skills and tactics have had an enormous impact on military strategies across the armed services. A devoted Marine, he couldn’t have known how much he would change the face of military strategy for not only his branch but the Army and Navy as well. A war hero, landmine survivor, multiple sclerosis sufferer, Sergeant Hathcock certainly had an impressive life. The stories of his escapades in the jungles of Vietnam precede the quiet and gentle man and serve as a startling contradiction. He was a sniper who didn’t like killing, but he was damn good at it.
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Famous Sniper and Marine, Carlos Norman Hathcock II, who was also known as White Feather, was born in Little Rock, Arkansas on May 20, 1942. The only child of Carlos and Agnes Hathcock, he grew up in in the sticks of Arkansas in their small house. But at a young age, Carlos went from living with his parents to staying with his grandmother after his parents separated. It is there where he would spend the rest of his childhood. While on a trip to visit some of his relatives in Mississippi, he picked up his first gun. A natural, he began shooting and hunting at an early age, and was motivated to get better at hunting in order to help feed his poor family. When he was asked about learning to hunt as a child, Carlos had this to say “As a young’n, I’d go sit in the woods and wait a spell, I’d just wait for the rabbits and the squirrels, ’cause sooner or later a squirrel would be in that very tree, or a rabbit would be coming by that very log. I just knew it. Don’t know why, just did.” He was a natural hunter and had already begun practicing the ability to become one with the environment. His target of choice were mostly the squirrels and rabbits he would find on those occasions. Often, he would take his canine companion and go into the woods. There he would make believe he was a soldier and set out to hunt his imaginary Japanese enemies. These fanciful journeys were always completed with the old Mauser rifle given to him by his father who had brought it back from the front lines of Europe when he fought in World War I. 

Carlos also hunted at an early age with a .22-caliber J. C. Higgins single-shot rifle and would bring the animals he killed home to be cooked and fed to his struggling family. Inspired by his veteran father, Carlos Hathcock had dreamed of becoming a Marine all throughout his childhood. The stories of his father serving in Europe is what his imagination often built upon on when he went out on his adventures. And so, finally, on May 20, 1959, the day he turned 17 years old, he enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps. Because he was only 17 years old, his mother sent written permission with him to the enlistment officers allowing him to join. They accepted him and he soon went off to training. Carlos Hathcock would go on to marry Josephine Bryan Winsted, known simply as “Jo”, on the date of the Marine Corps birthday, on November 10, 1962, just three years later. Jo gave birth to a son, whom they named Carlos Norman Hathcock III, a son who would soon follow in his father’s footsteps and was their only child.

From the beginning of his military career, his ability as a marksman was noted by everyone around him. His shooting skills were very quickly recognized by his instructors on the rifle range at Camp Pendleton where he would go to practice. He never stopped practicing. It was there at camp Pendleton that he was undergoing recruit training. After his recruit training was completed he was sent to Hawaii and, as a member of Company E, 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines, Carlos won the Pacific Division rifle championship. His skills in shooting long distances gained even more notoriety from his performance in that competition but his rise to shooting fame didn’t stop there. After he had completed his assignment in Hawaii, Carlos Hathcock was sent to the Marine Air Station in Cherry Point, North Carolina. It wasn’t long before his competitive nature and excellent marksmanship had him shooting competitively again. 

On a notoriously tough shooting course, he nearly achieved a perfect score, something that had never been done before. During this competition, he set an all new Marine Corps record on the "A" Course ending with a score of 248 points out of a possible 250. His record hasn’t been beaten even until today, though many have tried. Between these competitions, he of course continued his training and practiced shooting. Practice is something Carlos valued even more than natural talent. A few years later, he would win a competition that would make him even more infamous. The pinnacle of his competitive shooting career didn’t occur until 1965. As a Lance Corporal, Carlos Hathcock entered and won a competition by out-shooting all of the over servicemen competing. Beating 3000 other servicemen, he won the coveted Wimbledon Cup at Camp Perry. Humorously, he didn’t know he had won until minutes later after people began patting him on the back.

Shooting was not his only enhanced skill. His approach to, what is now called “stalking” in military vernacular but was what he called worming, was one of the greatest assets he took with him to war and is used in every branch of the military today. It is a fairly silent way of traversing fields of tall grass without being seen. His skill was his ability to crawl extremely close to the ground and make as small a trail behind him as possible. His “worming” would be used multiple times over his career but would most notably serve him in a 4 day 3 night mission at the end of his time in the war. He was extremely slim, standing 5 foot 10 inches tall and weighing only 120 pounds. 

The year following his great win, in 1966, Carlos Hathcock was finally deployed to Vietnam, sent to serve as a military policeman. He was excited to finally serve as he had always imagined. Excelling at his position, he continued to strike awe in to those who were exposed to his marksmanship skills. He also adapted to the Marine, wartime life style with ease. Meanwhile Captain Edward James Land had been campaigning for the Marines to establish a position for snipers in every platoon. Finally getting his wish, Edward James Land began to recruit Marines to train as snipers, focusing his efforts on those who had set records in sharpshooting and were knowing for their precision. Of course, it wasn’t long until he found Carlos Hathcock, and was especially impressed that he had won the Wimbledon Cup. Surely the man who had won the most prestigious prize for long-range shooting would make an excellent sniper. This unbeknownst to Carlos, this would begin his long and successful career.

He began training in Captain Edward James Land’s newly established sniper program. Captain Land believed that the snipers he was training could have a large impact on their efforts in the war. And he was right. Once his training was completed, Carlos Hathcock began his new assignment as a Marine sniper, transferring to the 1st Marine Division Sniper Platoon. His platoon was operating out of Hill 55, which was positioned 35 miles South-West of Da Nang, Vietnam. Captain Jim Land’s 17-man instructor team had trained at least 600 snipers in the 8 months between September 1966 and April 1967. By the end of that time, they were deadly. After completing their training they implemented their new skills and, during one 90-day period, the snipers had taken out more Viet Cong fighters than the entire local battalions had. It was then that Captain Land’s group of snipers were dubbed “Murder Incorporated.” Carlos Hathcock along with the other trained Marine snipers decided to renew an old Marine strategy which had been born and used in fight in the Pacific Islands in World War II.  Their location was in the jungles of Vietnam and in these surroundings, he became an extremely easy target for the enemy North Vietnamese soldiers. So he decided to use this to his advantage. He would position himself and wait until he could spot his targets. Taking into consideration the air temperature, wind speed, and humidity he would prepare himself to shoot. He would see the flash of light that reflected off of their sniper rifle scopes and try to kill them before they shot at him. This cavalier and risky strategy is, in part, what led to him becoming known as the Vietnam War's deadliest sniper. Thanks to him and the adoption of this tactic, after only a short period of time the effects of the Marine snipers’ strategy was sweeping through the area around Hill 55 and was felt by the North Vietnamese army. 

It was here that Carlos Hathcock quickly began to rack a body count, though it was not possible to keep accurate track of each one.  He did end up killing enough people to elicit a warrant on his head by the North Vietnamese. Through his impressive work as a sniper, he was promoted and became Sergeant Carlos Hathcock’s reputation preceded him and was immediately recruited for multiple covert assignments. In the first of them, he was ordered to kill a French national who had been working for the North Vietnamese as an interrogator. He was responsible for torturing captured American airmen who were shot down. 

Carlos Hathcock, with his exhaustive training and shooting skills was able to track the French interrogator and put just one round from his modified Winchester Model 70 sniper rifle into the Frenchman’s career and his life. The second notable covert assignment that Sergeant Carlos Hathcock accepted was an assignment that seemed precarious at best. Instructed that his odds for survival were slim, Carlos Hathcock accepted and assignment with a North Vietnamese general as his target. Much like his make believe adventures as a child, he hunted the general and shot him a range of 800 yards, killing him. Much to everyone’s surprise, Sergeant Carlos Hathcock returned to Hill 55 completely unscathed. And in a later covert assignment, Carlos Hathcock killed an enemy sniper after an intense back and forth between Carlos, with his spotter, and the North Vietnamese sniper. After an exchange of gunfire, the fatal round that killed the Vietnamese sniper was fired at 500 yards by Carlos Hathcock. 

Sergeant Carlos Hathcock was always eager for work, requesting to be sent on a new mission as soon as his last one was over. He was once even confined to his room and forced to rest. His work was exhausting but thrilling. Captain Land, who had originally recruited and trained Hathcock described more of the uncomfortable parts of being a sniper. For instance, a sniper would need to remain seated or laying down for long periods, having to stay completely still and silent. And, if the enemy was around, any movement they made could attract attention and mean certain death. “A lot of times you would be sitting so long in one place you either urinated or defecated in your trousers,” Land said once in an interview. Yet, Carlos Hathcock was passionate about being a skilled sniper. He loved his work not only because he was specifically adept at it, but because he felt very strongly that if he wasn’t out their working, the enemy would have more chances to kill his fellow Marines. He didn’t like the thought of killing another living breathing human being but he knew that he had to be the one to shoot first. “There was no second place in Vietnam....” He said. And he was right. There was only first place and dead.

Over his career, Carlos Hathcock had totaled 93 confirmed kills of North Vietnamese Army and Viet Cong personnel. In the Vietnam War there were regulations for Marines so sniper kills were required to be confirmed by an acting third party. The man confirming the kills needed to be an officer, and had to be someone besides the sniper's spotter. Of course, due to the nature of the sniper’s work, they often did not have an acting third party present while they were shooting the enemies which made confirmation difficult. This was especially true if the target was behind enemy lines and the sniper needed to sneak past the lines to kill, as was usually the case. When asked for his number, Carlos




















d2d_images/cover.jpg
(Great
American
onipers






d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





