
THE GOD

OF THE KINGDOM

HIS ATTRIBUTES

HIS PERSONALITY

HIS NAMES

––––––––
[image: image]


Francis Omedo

P.O Box 1299,

Nairobi.

00200, Kenya.

© 2025 Francis Omedo

nomedof@gmail.com

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote brief passages in a review to be printed in a newspaper, magazine or journal.

––––––––
[image: image]


All scripture references are taken from New King James Version unless otherwise indicated.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

​​



[image: image]


DEDICATION

TO MYLES MUNROE

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

​ACKNOWLDEGMENTS


[image: image]


To the beautiful Triumph Church Family

To Titus Wachira for agreeing to read through

To the Most High God!

TABLE OF CONTENTS

DEDICATION

ACKNOWLDEGMENTS

INTRODUCTION

GOD WANTS TO BE KNOWN

GOD’S MAIN ATTRIBUTES

GOD IS SPIRIT

GOD IS LIFE

GOD IS PERFECT

GOD IS UNIQUE

GOD IS ETERNAL

OTHER CHARACTERISTICS OF GOD

HOLINESS

TRANSCENDENCE.

SELF-SUFFICIENCY.

INFINITY.

IMMUTABILITY.

OMNIPOTENCE.

OMNIPRESENCE.

OMNISCIENCE.

SOVEREIGNTY.

FAITHFULNESS.

OTHER DESCRIPTIONS OF GOD

GOD IS LOVE.

GOD IS LIGHT.

GOD IS TRUTH.

GOD IS GOOD.

GOD IS WISE.

GOD IS JUST.

GOD IS MERCIFUL.

GOD IS GRACIOUS.

GOD IS WRATHFUL.

GOD IS PATIENT.

GOD IS RIGHTEOUS.

PERSONALITY OF GOD

THE PRIMARY NAMES OF GOD

ELOHIM (GOD)

ADONAI

YAHWEH

MAIN ‘EL’ COMPOUND NAMES

EL-SHADDAI

EL-ELYON

EL ROI

EL OLAM

EL KANNA/QUANNA

OTHER EL COMPOUND NAMES

MAIN YAHWEH/JEHOVAH COMPOUND NAMES

JEHOVAH JIREH

JEHOVAH SABBAOTH/ TSEBAOTH

JEHOVAH RAPHA

JEHOVAH SHALOM

JEHOVAH NISSI

JEHOVAH TSIDKENU

JEHOVAH -MACCADDESCHCEM:

JEHOVAH ROHI

OTHER JEHOVAH/YAHWEH NAMES

JEHOVAH ELOHAY NAMES
	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

INTRODUCTION

[image: image]


To begin to understand God, one must first study and reflect on His Word. The Bible speaks of our relationship with God as knowing and being known (Galatians 4:9; 1 Corinthians 13:12). But knowing God is more than just knowing about Him; it is a matter of interacting with Him as He reveals Himself to you, as you simultaneously experience Him working on you throughout your day to day life. 

But before we can have a close, personal, and intimate relationship with God, we first need to ask ourselves: “Who is God, really? Who is God to me?” You can’t begin to have a relationship with someone if you don’t have an idea of who they are; the same goes for our relationship with God. We will never know all there is to know about God – it’s impossible; but, through His Word, we can gain insight and understanding of His attributes, His power, and – most importantly – His love.

That I may know Him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like Him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Philippians 3:10-11 (ESV)

By studying and reflecting on scripture, Christians have the opportunity to see how God has already operated and moved in people’s lives.

This means that any definition we try to apply to the attributes of God will be inadequate to express or define Him, since God is infinite and transcendent, being beyond the comprehension of the finite intellect. In a sense, God is an impenetrable mystery.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. Isaiah 55:8-9 (ESV).

This is one of the reasons divine revelation is so important, as it provides us deeper insights into the nature, character, and will of God than is impossible to arrive at simply through the exercise of our intellect as it observes the natural world and drawing from those lessons certain philosophical conclusions that seem reasonable and logical.

With that said, we possess such divine revelation in Scripture, which is where we can turn to understand, even if imperfectly, the attributes of God. Through the pages of scripture we can learn about what God has revealed concerning Himself. Thankfully we have a God who wants to be known.
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A good place to start is that God is a person who wants to be known. Yes, God is invisible and infinitely complicated, but on the other hand, God is clearly a person who wants to be known, who has chosen to reveal Himself and has demonstrated a desire to be known in a lot of different ways. 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is unsearchable. Psalm 145:3.

Though God made us in his image, we cannot fully grasp his infinite nature. In order to better know God, we must take a close look at what the Bible does-and does not-tell us about the Creator of the universe. Knowledge of God begins by accepting our limits.

Seek the LORD while He may be found. Isaiah 55:6a

If God can be “found,” then He can be known. It is clear from many biblical references that God wants us to know Him. 

There are two ways that God has chosen to reveal Himself to us. The first is typically called general revelation, or alternatively natural revelation. This is the basic knowledge of God we see expressed in his created works, which image God to us. We use the word "image" because no created thing is exactly like God. 

Rather, creation reflects something of who God is.  General revelation is accessible to everyone in the world, universally providing the opportunity to follow God. This is how God gets our attention and point us to our need for Him.

The second way God reveals Himself is through special revelation. Here we should think primarily of the Word of God. Throughout salvation history, God has revealed Himself more directly and completely through his actions in history, his written Word, and the incarnation of the Son of God.

Keeping this in mind, here are some of the ways that we can know God through His revelation.

Creation

God's revelation of Himself in His created works is his general or natural revelation. In one of the chief texts on the subject, the Apostle Paul wrote, "For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse." (Romans 1:20).

The deeper reason that creation provides knowledge of God to us is because it is a reflection of God's character. Note: It does not contain God's character, duplicate it, or even provide exact and complete knowledge of it. It reflects God's character as an image is reflected in a mirror, or to use a better example, the way a photograph shows us its subject. 

Humans can take in the beauty and splendor all around and recognize that these created things testify to the existence of God, who is the all-powerful maker of the universe. According to Paul, God has provided sufficient insight into His eternal power and divine attributes through creation so that no one can be excused for missing His existence.

Psalm 19:1–4 declares, “The heavens proclaim the glory of God. The skies display his craftsmanship. Day after day they continue to speak; night after night they make him known. They speak without a sound or word; their voice is never heard. Yet their message has gone throughout the earth, and their words to all the world” (NLT). 

Scripture also seems to indicate that the revelation of God in creation is only a tiny glimpse—a small whisper—of who He is and how He wants to be known by humans: “He binds up the waters in his thick clouds, and the cloud is not split open under them. He covers the face of the full moon and spreads over it his cloud. Behold, these are but the outskirts of his ways, and how small a whisper do we hear of Him! But the thunder of His power who can understand?” (Job 26:8–9, 14, ESV).

Actions in history

Consider that the records of historical events contained in the Bible were written after the fact. Before that, many of them existed as oral narratives that those loyal to God would repeat to one another to recall the deeds and character of their Lord. They spoke of times that God had appeared to them in one way or another and made his character known.

A good example of this would be the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt. Though Moses recorded these events for us in scripture, he likely did not do so until well after they occurred, perhaps when the people were wandering in the wilderness. Before that, the narrative of the Exodus was repeated orally and celebrated during the Passover feast. This helped them remember the time when God acted on their behalf and revealed Himself.

By smiting the Egyptians with plagues, God revealed Himself as a judge. By bringing Israel out of slavery, God revealed Himself as deliverer. By sustaining them in the wilderness, God revealed Himself as provider, a fact of which Moses reminded the people several years later. "He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord." (Deuteronomy 8:3).

Written Word of God

One of the greatest ways we get to know God is through His Word. The Bible is God’s revelation of Himself and His purposes throughout history. Jesus Himself taught that the Scriptures reveal who He is (Luke 24:27, 44–45; John 5:39). From Genesis to Revelation, Scripture is God’s revelation of Himself for all to read and understand.

God repeatedly reveals Himself in the Bible, each time unveiling more of His character and plans. In the Garden of Eden, He revealed Himself as the One who created us and seeks us when we go astray. To Abraham, He is the One who calls us to friendship. At Mount Sinai, He rescues His people and thunders against sin and injustice. To Jonah, He was the One who condemns sin but forgives the penitent. 

The form of God's special revelation we have before us today is his written Word, the Bible. We would have no knowledge of many of God's actions in history were they not recorded for us, and in addition to relating those events, the scriptures contain prophecies and instructions that teach us even more about our Creator. 

Through the Person of Jesus Christ

God has revealed Himself to us with the most clarity and detail in the person of Jesus Christ. He is the living, breathing, flesh-and-blood, human presentation of God: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

God has been revealing Himself to creation since the beginning. His acts and his Word had already served as testaments to his character, but the supreme revelation occurred when the Son of God became incarnate as a man and, in the words of the Apostle John, dwelt among us. This was the crowning moment of God's special revelation.

Paul told the Colossians, “Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation” (Colossians 1:15, NLT). And Jesus said to Philip, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t know who I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father!” (John 14:9, NLT).

Christ was able to reveal God to man because He Himself was the Son of God, possessing the fullness of God's essence in his divine nature, while also being united to a human nature in his person. This is a great mystery the entirety of which we cannot grasp, but Paul provides us with a helpful metaphor when he calls Jesus "the image of the invisible God". (Colossians 1:15).

Remember that an image (Greek eikόn) has the likeness of the original, and thus reveals to us something of the original's character, even if we are not able to comprehend everything about it. Christ functioned in such a way through his human nature that was visible to us.

Written on Our Hearts

The Bible says that God has revealed His existence to humans in their consciences by impressing His law on their hearts even before they hear the gospel message: “Even Gentiles, who do not have God’s written law, show that they know his law when they instinctively obey it, even without having heard it. They demonstrate that God’s law is written in their hearts, for their own conscience and thoughts either accuse them or tell them they are doing right” (Romans 2:14–15, NLT).

According to Ecclesiastes 3:11, within the heart of every person God has planted a longing to know Him: “Yet God has made everything beautiful for its own time. He has planted eternity in the human heart, but even so, people cannot see the whole scope of God’s work from beginning to end” (NLT).

God’s purpose for placing this yearning in the human heart is so that we might have a living, personal relationship with Him. The apostle Paul spoke of this internal revelation to the pagan crowds of people in Athens: “His purpose was for the nations to seek after God and perhaps feel their way toward Him and find Him—though He is not far from any one of us” (Acts 17:27, NLT).

With all these clues given to us how much of God can we really know?
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The permanent characteristics of God’s nature are also called His attributes. An attribute is a quality or characteristic that is inherent in a person about someone. When referring to God’s attributes, we are talking about the various qualities inherent in Him and revealed to us in the Scriptures. It is crucial that we know what He is like. These characteristics can only be known from a study of Scripture.

There are a number of points that need to be remembered when we study the attributes of the God of the Bible. They include the following.

The fact that we recognize that the God of the Bible exists is not enough. It is important that we know who He truly is and what He is like. This is not merely an academic quest. We must properly understand who God is so that we can worship Him correctly. Indeed, our character and behavior will be shaped by how we view God.

Studying the attributes or qualities of God will help us understand who He is. When we examine the various parts of His character we will have a better overall understanding of the God of the Bible. The attributes of God speak of His essential being. Individual attributes of God may be studied by themselves so we can know how they relate to the overall character of God.

There is also the matter of the limitation of human language in speaking about God. God is eternal, infinite, and invisible. We are unable to perceive Him with our physical senses. Indeed, humans have no firsthand knowledge of beings that have these qualities. Yet human language can only relate to that which we perceive with our senses. Therefore, when we speak about God we speak by analogy.

Next, God has spoken to humanity by means of analogies. An analogy is something in one area of experience that is used to explain something in another area. For example, when we talk of God being a “Father” or “Shepherd” we are using analogies. God is not a Father in the same sense that we understand the word. The same holds true for any word we use of Him.

We also must realize that God is a unified being. Though we look at His individual attributes we cannot divide Him up into different parts. Thus, the attributes of God are closely related to each other. Indeed, they are all interrelated.

It is vital to have a proper understanding of God’s attributes. It guards us against having a wrong view of God. Agreed, even a lifetime study of God’s attributes will not yield to us the complete understanding of his attributes.  

In addition, we do not really know how many attributes that God has. The only ones that we know about are those that are revealed to us in Scripture. There may be many more. We simply do not know. The God of the Bible has not revealed to humanity everything about Himself. Consequently, we cannot fully describe God even if we knew all of His attributes.  

Having this understanding, let’s now move on to the five major attributes of God.
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