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By Martin Hare

The first half of the book is an English poem with illustrations celebrating the wondrous world of the lizards of Żabbar.

The second half of the book retells the tale of the lizards of Żabbar in the Maltese language.
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Martin Hare is a game theorist and programmer from Leeds, West Yorkshire (UK). Martin enjoys writing and has a keen interest in the natural world and also Malta.
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Before considering becoming an author he was working as a screen-writer and producer; he then began to write poetry and science fiction in 2019. His works include the books Inspired by Nature, Inspired by life, Time Streamers and the Write Relationship.

Also he was a writer and producer for the short movie “Hope” which was released for competition in 2021. Further works are expected in 2025 including Time Streamers 2 and another poetry book.
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The Lizards of Żabbar

Two lizards from a jungle afar

Were purchased in a large bazaar
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Before long they escaped to a town called Żabbar

There they would find a garden named after Shangri-la

Away from the northern blizzards

It is now the home to these two beautiful lizards
Both have green skin with a touch of yellow and brown

Both with matching colours mixed in a spiky crown
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The owners would see them happily running around

They had what they wanted without needing to go to the ground

Then one fine day the adventurous lizard climbed down
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His friend became upset and began to frown

He found his way down to some sand

He saw there was no more land

He picked up a delicious ice-cream
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Then he moved on when it melted in a sunbeam

He explored and reached the sea

But when he saw a dog, he began to flee

He playfully pushed a football
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Then climbed over a small stone wall

He found a ship with a majestic view
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He rested there to see the ocean
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Martin Hare is from Leeds, West Yorkshire, in the United Kingdom. A passionate writer with a deep appreciation for the natural world, Martin also holds a special place in his heart for Malta. This connection shines through in his writing, with Malta not only dear to him personally, but also at the very heart of this book.
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