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Before getting started, let’s review a few notes...

*Old Testament Scripture is normally taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE® (NASB), copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.

*New Testament Scripture is normally taken from the English Majority Text Version (EMTV). Translated by Paul Esposito. Copyright © 2011.

*British spelling is often used, except for the quoted material, which normally employs U.S. spelling.

*Divine pronouns are normally not capitalized...

*     *     *


...The historian Plutarch later wrote of the sky around Vesuvius as being ‘on fire’, and the poet Silius Italicus described the mountain ‘hurling flames worthy of Etna from her cliffs’. But in the years leading up to 79 C.E., nobody was paying much attention...  

On 23 August of that year, residents in Rome celebrated the annual Volcanalia festival, in an effort to appease the god of flaming mountains...Apparently Vulcan wasn’t paying attention, because on the afternoon of 24 August, Vesuvius suddenly blew its top. Ash shot into the air, spreading quickly into a threatening cloud. In Pompeii, ten kilometres downwind, stones and ash began raining from the sky. People fled in terror as ash piled on the roofs of buildings, collapsing them. In less than a day, debris buried parts of the town as much as 1.4 metres deep. — Witze (from chapter 3)

...Before the outbreak of war in 1939, no grown man or woman could have accurately predicted the depths to which Nazi Germany would sink by the end. — MacDonogh (from the introduction)
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In a manner of speaking, the fact that humankind itself is unpredictable is the quintessential stumbling-block for archaeologists. We have to assume that the people whose dwelling-places, artefacts, lives even, we are dealing with were rational, integrated, sane and sensible human beings. Then we look around at our own contemporaries and wonder how this belief can possibly be sustained (Flanagan; from chapter 1).


That’s a fair point. Just think about it. If Northern Ireland was excavated 5,000 years from now our culture would be placed in the category of ‘odd surface-dwellers who had a strange fondness for deep fat fryers and plastic wheelie bins.’ Or similarly, what would the space alien think when viewing the 1936 Olympics in Berlin, one of the world’s first televised events technically capable of extra-planetary transmission, whose imagery is dancing weakly somewhere out there in the near-eternal ‘ether’? And they wouldn’t even know that Hitler was dead.  

Of course, given the ultra-apparent repetitive nature of even recent history, maybe not knowing of his absence is fairly inconsequential. After all, neo-Fascism and antisemitism are currently in ready supply. And on a side-note, just think, the Olympic committee/international community wanted to bless the Nazis with prestige as hosts! 

Still, are archaeological pursuits really hopeless? Is the above quote from the sphere of Irish archaeology universally applicable? Can there be little certainty about the ways of the ancients? 

I suppose that to some extent it boils down to worldview. A Bible-believer has some ready answers regarding humanity. 

Look at the book of Genesis. There we find that Adam and Eve, Cain and Lamech, and even Lot and Abraham are just like we are. Sure, some participated in great, special endeavours like Noah. Yet even with him, cruising upon the ancient deluge didn’t abrogate his quintessential humanity. He weathered the greatest calamity like a legendary demi-god, but then shortly thereafter brought upon himself an inebriated stupor, losing both his clothing and his dignity simultaneously. Nor did it take Lot long—having been delivered from the great destruction via Heaven’s throne—to find himself in a cavernous brothel, hung over and gravely compromised.  

Ultimately, just like with practically everything else, there must be some kind of Nicomachean ‘golden mean.’ There is a healthy balance to be had between paranoia and being aloof, between accurate profiling and tunnel vision, and even between religious strictures as working that which is positive or negative. 

So somewhere between the blissful by-and-by and the horrors of sulphuric hellfire, let’s ruminate for a moment on ancient Lot and the future fiery overthrow of New Sodom... 

A. Why is Fire Symbolic? 

1. An Eschatological Intro 

Biblically speaking, flaming coal, rocks, and lava (etc.) are the great symbols of pending judgment, in addition to that which is everlasting. In other words, just as there is a difference between the 1,000 year Messianic Age (Revelation 20:6) and the heavenly eternal state, so there is correlation between the coming judgment of flames/thunder/lightning and the eternal Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:15). 

There’s a Jewish tradition—dating back to at least Josephus—about the world having been slated for both a water and a fire judgment. Mind you, Christians don’t have to look any further than Peter, who wrote of such in his letters...


For they [mockers of prophecy] deliberately overlook this fact: that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago, and the earth, standing out of water and in the water, by which the world at that time perished, being flooded by water; but the present heavens and earth, having been stored up by His word, are being reserved for fire until the Day of Judgment and destruction of ungodly men.—2 Peter 3:5-7


Thus an inferno will surely precede the ultimate judgment—that which shall lead to the unquenchable Lake of Fire.  

The words of John Gill, one of the best commentators in the history of the English language, are worth a look here...


...For though the world... has been preserved a long time without any visible alteration in it, yet it will not be always so preserved...yet it is kept and reserved for a general conflagration...And as the old world was put into a natural situation, so as to be drowned by water, there are now preparations making in nature, in the present world, for the burning of it; witness the fiery meteors, blazing stars, and burning comets in the heavens, and the subterraneous fires in the bowels of the earth...and...things are ripening apace, as men’s sins also are, for the general conflagration. Josephus relates, that Adam foretold that there would be a destruction of all things, once by the force of fire, and once by the power and multitude of water; and it is certain the Jews had knowledge of the destruction of the earth by fire, as by water...


The old commentators were well versed in Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, and Latin—along with the gems within. Now the commentators are mainly conversant with party politics and water-logged, moralistic ecumenism. But moving on... 

When you stop and think about it, the greatest dangers that face our planet have to do with fire. Whether the focus be problems stemming from the sun, asteroid strikes (cf. the ‘burning mountain;’ Revelation 8:8), volcanoes, earthquakes, and tsunamis, fire/thermal pressure is more often than not involved somewhere along the line. Taking the judgments within the book of Revelation and within the earlier Hebrew prophets, the end times can certainly be described as a fire judgement—some of which comes from above, some from below, and some even from the very mouths of demons.  

It’s really all about fire. 

For Joel, an early prophet, cried out to the Israelis...


...The day of the LORD is coming...A day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness. As the dawn is spread over the mountains...A fire consumes before them and behind them a flame burns. The land is like the garden of Eden before them but a desolate wilderness behind them, and nothing at all escapes them.—Joel 2:1-3 [portions]


And again:


Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days...I [the LORD] will display wonders in the sky and on the earth, blood, fire and columns of smoke. The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the LORD will be delivered...—Joel 2:29-32 [portions]


Just as John the Baptist, the last of the old prophets, announced...


But even now, the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree not producing good fruit is cut down and cast into the fire. I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit, whose winnowing shovel is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His threshing floor, and He will gather His wheat into the barn; but the chaff He will burn up with unquenchable fire.—Matthew 3:10-12


When it’s all said and done, the specific causes of the coming conflagrations aren’t very important. That is to say, many means lead to the same ends. Nuclear bombs, great earthquakes, asteroid strikes and powerful volcanos all pretty much result in the exact same destructive visitations. That’s why it’s impossible for believers to read books about either asteroids or volcanos and not be strongly reminded of the Biblical descriptions of this age’s end.  

Everywhere you turn in such secular literature, the book of Revelation comes to mind. For example, a very good new book about volcanos [this spelling is in honour of Dan Quayle] reads...


Krakatau’s 1883 eruption was the loudest explosion ever heard. It rang the planet like a bell, the sound waves encircling and reverberating around the globe seven times... 

For months Krakatau’s aerosols spread around the globe, reflecting sunlight and creating lurid colours in the sky...The moon appeared blue at times, as did the sun. Sunsets were a spectacular marbling of red, gold, orange and other hues. In New York and Connecticut, people called the fire department because they thought the red glow on the horizon was from a conflagration (Witze; from chapter 3).


Revelation often mentions the loud sounds of the tribulation period (e.g. 8:5, 10:3, 11:19), even as Biblical eschatology in general speaks of strange and wondrous sights in the heavens above (e.g. Luke 21:25).  

Also, Revelation 9 especially describes the noxious gases of the underworld, which are like unto the chief dangers of nuclear war, asteroids, earthquakes, and volcanos...


...The sulphur emitted by Tambora would go on to combine with water and produce acidic particles that spread around the globe, altering weather worldwide (Witze; from chapter 3)...


And another new scientific primer reads similarly to Revelation 8 and 9 while describing the results of a powerful asteroid strike...


As the asteroid struck, the power of the giant rock striking the Earth would have triggered a colossal earthquake. The earthquake could have reached a level 13 on the Richter scale, over 50,000 times stronger than the largest earthquake we have on record...This ‘mega-earthquake’, as some scientific work describes it, would have been felt across the world. The tremors may have lasted for weeks before subsiding completely... 

...[The] air blast would have flattened trees, destroyed vegetation, and killed exposed animals, for hundreds of kilometres from the impact site, with scientific studies estimating this range as between 900-1,800 kilometres (French; from ‘Cretaceous Mass Extinction’)...


It’s indeed easy here to get a whiff of the destruction of a third of nature as described in Revelation’s trumpet judgments. 

But let’s stop there for now and approach the Scriptures again from a different path. Then we will move on and consider contemporary matters, ranging from cults to UFOS to Nazis and neo-Fascism. Yeah, New Sodom has many wild exhibits on display.  

2. The Universal Emblem 

I want to revisit and develop a dusty theme, seeking to put forth some old and new ideas. Now, I understand that an unbeliever will consider much of what I’m about to write to be considered the result of tunnel vision or confirmation bias or dubiously looking for patterns. I get it. All the same, I know that isn’t the case
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