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Andy was sick of everything in his life, from his 9-to-5 job that didn’t pay well and no one in his family could remember, to his five-floor rusty little apartment that was too old, hence vacant, and didn’t have any elevators or even decent stairs. 

The stairs he did have made noise even if a cat walked on them. He also had a hobby as a writer, but most, if not all, of his books were rejected instantly, so he gave up on it entirely and threw his work in the attic. He would occasionally write one or two short stories, but only when she asked him to.

The only good thing about the shithole was that it was cheap, but the pros pretty much ended there. One of the things that he considered light at the end of the tunnel was his girlfriend, who, despite being stuck in her own loop of struggles regarding doing a job she hated, always had an upbeat personality about her. 

It always made her look cuter whenever she would read his stories and encourage him to write more. She was an avid reader. He wrote a whole trilogy of books, just for her, since they didn’t work for the publisher.

He was also glad that, unlike his last girlfriend, she didn’t always spend money on useless crap. Instead, she would both save money and invest it. He never asked what she invested in, as it was her area of expertise. That’s why today was special; she had texted him, telling him that she had some great news and to be home as early as possible.

He always wished the work hours were shorter and that there was something good waiting for him by the end of the day. Sometimes such wishes were dreams, other times not; this was one of the latter. This time the news was big; this time she wanted him to be surprised. He didn’t know what was on her mind, but whatever it was, he wanted to know and join in.

He opened the door and entered the room, which was fully lit with every one of the lights turned on. A rare occurrence since they always tried to use as little electricity as possible, not because they were cheap, but because the bulbs here were too old, and if they were to be changed, their whole sockets would need to be too.

“Hey, honey!” Emily greeted him with a seductive tone. She was wearing her office dress: a white shirt, a black skirt, and a small blue jacket. She had been working as a secretary for over six years. “Welcome back,” As soon as she said it, he knew he was in for a treat. Her shirt was not transparent but thin, and underneath it, he could make out the shape of her nipples.

“Is it hot in here?” he asked, staring at her nipples.

“It’s gonna be,” she walked closer to him and kissed him before he could even reply. The kiss was nearly a minute long and as passionate as ever. It was as if they had traveled back in time to their high school days, full of hormones and energy. Andy could taste her on his tongue and recognized the taste instantly—champagne.

“What’s the occasion?” he asked, his hands wrapped around her waist.

“It’s a surprise,” she whispered and held his hand, pulling him with her to the bedroom. “You’re going to love it.”

“If it’s anything like what I just saw, I’m ready for it,” Andy could feel his pants tighten as she pulled him to their bedroom. He wanted to just tear both his and her clothes apart but stopped himself when he saw something.

On top of the bed was a box, a gift-wrapped box. The box was big enough to contain a pair of shoes, maybe a cake, maybe books—the possibilities were endless despite being limited. The gift was in the middle, hard to miss. She gestured him to get the gift and winked.

“Go ahead, open it,” he didn’t want to. He just wanted to kiss her back and get to the bed without that box or clothes. “It’s your surprise.”

“Okay,” he closed his eyes and tried to focus on the box. His lovely girlfriend had arranged this whole thing for him; the least he could do was do as she said. Whatever the gift was, he already knew that no matter how things went, he would never let her go. A part of him knew this even before that, which is why he kept his mother’s ring in his wallet, just in case he had to find a new finger for it.

“What do you think?” she asked once the box was opened. Andy’s eyes were wide open once he saw what it was. It was a short story collection that contained 20 short stories he had written throughout his life. There was one big difference between the stories he wrote for her and the ones in the box. The ones in the box had a brand new hardcover, provided by an actual publisher.

“Wait, what... what is this?” Andy couldn’t believe his eyes. Tears poured out of his eyes as if he was back to being a boy again when his father finally bought him his first computer. He had had an accident that broke a total of four fingers on his hands, which meant typing was hard, especially on a typewriter. If you messed up a spelling on one of those, you messed up the whole paper and had to start from scratch.

His father bought him a second-hand computer without him even asking. He wrote dozens of stories for his family on that computer. Sadly, one of the last things he wrote on it for his father, who died of tuberculosis, was his eulogy. He tried his best to not break down completely.

This was one of the best things that ever happened to him, and his reaction proved it. Looking at his watery eyes and overwhelmed face brought a tear to her eye as well. She had been reading all his stories and decided that while not all were perfect, some were good enough to be separated for later. She chose the stories that she liked the most and bundled them together.

The publisher read them and filtered the ones he thought would work. He had written over 50 stories, and the publisher picked 20 of them. It took seven weeks to confirm the fact that Andy was now an author whose books were going to be sold in bookstores. The publisher had offered an advance of $30,000, and it was more than enough to buy them some happiness.

“I don’t deserve this,” Andy let out.

“Of course you do,” she hugged him by the side and rubbed his back. “You’ve earned it.”

“I... I don’t deserve you.”

“That one may actually be true,” she smiled, and so did he. Her smile had always been infectious to him. “I mean, I did all this for you for this special day. I mean, where’s my gift?”

“I think I’ve got one,” he said and pulled out his wallet. “I think you’re going to like it.”

“Hmm, show me,” he pulled out the ring, and now it was her turn to widen her eyes.

“Emily
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