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BONUS STORY

It never ends.

Claiming to be a victim of rape and other abuses, a distraught Tracey Grissom would travel to her ex-husband Hunter's workplace and shoot him six times in the back, receiving a twenty-five-year life sentence for his murder. 

Her defense attorney would argue that Tracey was motivated by post-traumatic stress disorder caused by her Hunter's constant abuse and sexual assaults. One jury member had even asked the judge to be lenient in her sentencing as they were not allowed to hear details of her Hunter's alleged abuses (beatings, rape, sodomy).  

But what really happened in the years that led up to May 15th, 2012? Was she in fact the victim of years of abuse by a psychotic husband? Or did she want to cash in on his $100,000 life insurance policy?

INSTANT ATTRACTION 

The couple would meet during a dinner party in 2003 in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Tracey was twenty-one years old and going through a divorce. She had a son, James Michael, from the previous marriage. 

Family and friends would describe the union as “love at first sight.” Hunter was blown away by the young Tracey's blue eyes and facial beauty. 

“For him, it was love at first sight,” crime author William Phelps said. “She was gorgeous.”

A whirlwind courtship would ensue and the couple would elope in 2004. 

“In the beginning, it was good,” Tracey told CBS' 48 hours. “We had a friendship. Just your normal, honeymoon phase marriage.”

“He was fun,” Tracey said. “And he was attractive.”

Hunter was two years younger than Tracey, however, and his mother felt that he had jumped the gun too early in the relationship. 

Her words proved to be prophetic as after only eight months into the marriage, the marriage went south.

According to Tracey, their marital problems began with Hunter's drug addiction.  

"I had caught him smoking marijuana," Tracey said.  "Doing illegal things could cause a problem and I couldn't risk losing my son over."

Tracey claimed that she threatened her new spouse with a divorce but Hunter gave her his word that he would stop with his drug use. She stated that the relationship improved and the decided to start a construction company together. 

"I took out an equity line to start a company,” Tracey said. “Which was Grissom Construction. It was all in my name.”

Hunter specialized in building elaborate boat docks. He had an artistic eye and could do docks, stairs, and other accouterments. The business began to grow in short order.  

“They're going to take on the world,” Phelps said. “They're going to be entrepreneurs and they're gonna make it.”  

They then had a daughter of their own, Anna Grace. The child was a long time coming for the couple. They had been trying for a long time as Tracey had five miscarriages before Anna Grace was born.  

"She was premature,” Tracey recalled. “Her heart and lungs were not developed. A very stressful time.”

Behind closed doors things were rocky. On the surface, however, things looked good. They had a young family and were making money. 

“All-American family,” Phelps said. “White-picket fence. The whole nine yards. Middle-class. Suburbia. Maybe the Prince Charming that she's been waiting for.”

But again, this was only on the surface. Tracey harbored secrets of her own. One of which was her own addiction to prescription drugs. 

“Psychologically, there's something going on here,” Phelps said. “There's something going on behind those beautiful eyes and it ain't good.”

Tracey would often turn on on the children, showing off her temper. Then she would turn on Hunter. 

“This would cause friction in the marriage,” Phelps said. “And where there's friction, there's fire.”

SETTING THE STAGE

Tracey would later state that Hunter would “act strangely” shortly before she filed divorce. She was a registered nurse and gave him an over-the-counter drug test. According to her, Hunter tested posted for marijuana, Oxycontin, opiates, and  methamphetamine.  

Hunter would later be arrested for marijuana possession but his family would insist that he never did the harder drugs. 

Tracey would file for divorce in the summer of 2010 after six years of marriage. According to her, this would prompt physical abuse from Hunter.  

Hunter had to move out but their divorce agreement would allow him access to the home. 

“In September of 2010,” Tracey recalled. “That was the first time he physically hit me. It (the abuse) got progressively worse. He had made the comments that if I told anybody he would kill me. I believed him.”

Hunter' co-workers and family members would have a different take on the situation, however. His co-workers remembered a time when she tracked him down at one of the jobs and made a scene. 

“She's screaming, jumping on him,” Hunter's co-worker said. “Said something about him having another girlfriend and used the expression about, 'You are mine. I'll kill you. I'll kill you. You are mine.”

“She's borderline demonic,” Hunter's mother said. “ mean, I absolutely believe—that she is that troubled.”

Hunter's family continued to believe that he did not abuse Tracey. 

"He did not have an abusive, an angry bone in his body,” Hunter's aunt Gina said. “In fact, we kind of laughed at him because he was too laid-back.”

The divorce was finalized in October of 2010. 

EVIDENCE OF ABUSE? 

Loran Richards was the first of Tracey's friends to notice the minor injuries on her body. She would inquire about the bruises but the answers she received were always evasive. Seeing Tracey with a black eye, however, forced her to try and get more answers. 

“I said, Tracey, you may have terrible luck,” Richards recalled. “But nobody is so unlucky that they trip, fall down the stairs, and hit their face on a baseball in the eye socket. So don’t give me a lame excuse. You don’t have to give me any excuse, but let’s take a picture.”

Tracey broke down. She gave her friend all of the grisly details, detailing the abuse she suffered at the hands of Hunter. Loran then became her advocate, taking pictures of Tracey's injuries. She would later state that she saw blood stains and other signs of abuse at Tracey's home. 

THAT FATEFUL NIGHT 

Now divorced, Hunter would arrive at Tracey's home on November 22nd, 2010. 

According to Tracey, he then became enraged when Tracey told him that she had spent the night with a new lover. 

"He told me that he was gonna kill me," Tracey recalled. Tracey stated that she tried to escape, running into the closet in order to “get away from the kids and to pray.” Tracey's eleven-year-old son from a previous relationship was in the home as was the four-year-old daughter they have together. 

Hunter caught up with her and knocked her to the ground. He tied a belt around her ankles and then began choking her. 

Half-conscious, Tracey alleged to have been raped and sodomized. 

The brutal attack would leave Tracey unconscious. She would wake up the next morning on the bathroom floor. 

"I called Hunter,” Tracey recalled. “I told him that I was bleeding and that I was hurt and that I needed help. And he told me, 'Fuck you. I hope you die.”

Tracey wound up in the emergency room after the attack.  Hospital records would show that she had a laceration on her head, bruises, and ligature marks on her feet. 

Tracey would then be referred to the Turning Point domestic violence center. 

Marian Waters would describe Tracey's injuries as among the worst she had ever seen in a twenty-year career. 

Waters would testify that Tracey had suffered a horrific assault. She described her mental state as typical of someone who had just been raped; fearful, jumpy, fearing for her life. 

Tracey had suffered a hematoma on her side that was the side of a grapefruit. She also claimed to have experienced rectal nerve damage which would require surgery as well as torn vaginal muscles requiring her to have a hysterectomy. 

Police were called and Hunter would be arrested for rape, sodomy, kidnapping and domestic violence.

"And at that point, I feared for my life,” Tracey recalled. “And I feared for my children's life.”

A HIDDEN AGENDA

Hunter would be freed on bail but Tracey got a restraining order against him. She bought a gun and did not go anywhere unarmed. 

She took photos of her injuries on the night of the alleged attack and texted them to Loran. Later, they would take more pictures. 

Angered, Hunter would stop paying her spousal and child support. Tracey, however, may have had another scenario in mind for obtaining money.

She had forced Hunter to take out a $103,000 life insurance policy around the time their daughter was born.  

On May 24, 2012, the day before Tracey shot Hunter, she would place a call to MetLife that was recorded.

“Thank you for calling MetLife, this is Pam. May I please have your name?"

"Tracey Grissom."

Tracey would then explain that she was angry that her husband stopped making payments on his policy. During their divorce proceedings, he had agreed to continue paying the premiums. Tracey stated she was calling to make sure that they had the correct address on file. 

"Is there anything else I can do for you today?

"That's gonna be it!" Tracey said, hanging up. 

"Well, May 14th was just like any other day,” Tracey said, explaining the call to the insurance company. “However, I had moved four different times. Me and my children were running. We were running from Hunter. So I had called the company to let them know that they had my old address and to make an address change."

FALSE RAPE?

Shelly Standridge was hired by Hunter to defend him in the rape case. She would state that Hunter denied raping or even assaulting Tracey that night. Hunter did, however, admit to the fact that he and his wife had consensual sex that night...Rough consensual sex. 

"So that night,” Standridge said. “Hunter said that she was depressed and claiming she was going to kill herself. She was saying she wanted their relationship to work."

So she undressed in front of him. Her beauty was always impossible for Hunter to resist. 

The two had sex despite Hunter having a new girlfriend at home. 

Hunter's aunt, Gina, believed that Tracey wanted to kill Hunter before the rape case went to court. 

“He had a new girlfriend, he was living with her,” Phelps said. “He was moving on with his life. Hunter would claim that Tracey was jealous, obsessive, even stalked them.”

"Hunter had moved on,” Hunter's aunt said. “There was some court dates coming up that would prove that Hunter was innocent. There were court dates coming up that he would get visitation to his daughter. She had a lot to lose.”

Tracey was on the anti-anxiety drug Klonopin. Hunter would tell his attorney that Tracey would take more than her prescribed dose. Because of this, she fell and cut her head. Hunter would then leave the house around 10:30 pm and go to his father's house. Tracey would call him hours later, at 3:20 am.

Hunter would state that Tracey had called to threaten him. She told him if he didn't want the responsibility of the children then she would make it where he would never be able to see them again. 

Hunter's attorney did not know what Tracey's motive was for crying rape. She was very upset that he had a girlfriend. 

MORE LIES...

Hunter would be arrested nearly twelve hours later, to his total shock. 

Tracey would give her side of the story to the police which later is proven to be false. 

She would tell police that Hunter had thrown her against the bathtub around 10 pm and claim to be unconscious until 4 am the next morning. 

"But her phone records show she was on the phone all night, so she was never unconscious," Standridge said. "She was also using her data at 10:42 that night. She was using it again at 10:50 that night. ... She sends a text to her boyfriend at 1:49 am. She
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