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Introduction
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Kumihimo refers to a type of Japanese method of braiding by which different kinds of stringing materials are used. Often beads are also used to make unique jewelry and home decor items. The meaning of the word Kumihimo is to gather threads. In this technique, a variety of looms are used to make different kinds of braids. There is a vast scope for creativity and countless designs can be made using simple tools.

You can give a new look to your object by using different numbers and colors of strands. The type of stringing materials used can also give an entirely novel look to the piece. Moreover, the beauty of the object can be enhanced by adding beads, magatamas, and cabochons.

You can even use different kinds of wires to make jewelry using Kumihimo techniques. Although there are people who spend a lot of money and buy gold and silver wires for this purpose, you can make items using inexpensive wires, too. You will be surprised to see that even with a simple copper wire you can make exquisite items.

If you are interested in this craft but you are hesitant to take it up because you think it may involve an excessive expenditure, you can throw caution to the wind. This hobby can be pursued using simple tools and inexpensive materials. This book will help you to learn the basics of Kumihimo wire braiding.

If you are a Kumihimo braider and want to start doing projects with wire, then this book will be very useful for you. You will learn how to make various Kumihimo designs with wire. Let’s get started!
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Chapter 1: Tools Required for Making Wire Kumihimo
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The basic things required for wire Kumihimo are as follows:

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Kumihimo Disks Made of Foam
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These disks are not expensive and you can easily write on them if you want to mark anything. They are portable and lightweight.

They are available in square and round shapes. Square disks are used for making flat braids. They are suitable for making flat bracelets. The round disks are usually in 4-inch and 6-inch sizes. They are used to make round braids that have a hollow central core.
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Kumihimo Bobbins
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When making kumihimo braids, you need to manage a number of strands of wire. Plastic bobbins are useful for this purpose. They are also helpful in holding the beads in the right place while braiding.

These bobbins are inexpensive. They are available in most of the local craft shops. You can also buy a set of these bobbins online from a bead supplier.

EZ-Bob Kumihimo bobbins - They are handy small plastic disks that keep the wires from tangling. You can unfold their cover and wind the wire onto them, and then fold the cover back. In this way you can manage the wires easily. Small ones are a little less than two inches in diameter. Large ones are 2.5 inches in diameter. You can get eight small bobbins for around $3.25, and eight large ones for around $3.75.
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Copper Wire
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You can buy fine-gauge copper wire for your project. The 24 and 26 gauge wire is finer than the 12 gauge wire. So choose the thickness of the wire depending on the type of object you are planning to make. For example, if you wish to make a piece of jewelry it is better to use a 24 or 26 gauge wire while a 12 gauge wire is more suitable for making home decor items. In the beginning you should use 26 gauge soft copper wire for your Kumihimo project.

Zebra wire - Zebra wire is a 30 gauge fine wire used for Kumihimo braiding. It is a copper wire with a beautiful color coating. It has a glossy finish and is strong and flexible. It is available in spools of 50 yards. Each spool costs around $3.95. 

Copper Hobby wire - You can buy copper hobby wire that is very suitable for craftwork.
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Beads
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You can choose different kinds of beads to add to your handcrafted object. In the beginning, it is enough if you have some tubes of seed beads–size 6.
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