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A Scientific Thriller
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Part One. MOSAIC

Chapter 1. Dr. Veselovsky
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Eastern Europe, 2003.

The office on the third floor of the Republican Centre for Genetics smelled of sterility — that particular, unmistakable scent found only in places where everything superfluous has been deliberately eliminated. Dr. Stefan Veselovsky stood at the window, watching the wet cobblestones below, watching people hurrying through the rain with umbrellas and without.

He was thinking about chromosomes. One in particular. The X.

„Nature made the male a rough draft,“ he said to his doctoral student, Kira Novak. „The female is the final copy. She has a backup. In every cell of a woman’s body, one of the two X-chromosomes falls silent — at random. If one carries a defect, the healthy copy steps in. The male embryo has no such insurance. He has one X. One.“

He closed the folder.

„I want to give boys what they don’t have.“
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Chapter 2. The Third Party
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The institute was closed in January 2002 — quietly, without explanation. Veselovsky’s draft paper left before the safes were sealed, passing through four hands to an analyst at a European financial group who immediately understood what he was holding.

The group was serious. The kind whose names don’t appear in the news, but whose decisions sometimes explain the news in retrospect. They connected observers through a channel formally registered as a technical assistance programme under a WHO commission.

Dragan appeared in the spring of 2003.

„We’re interested in the practical element. Not theory.“

„Experimenting on people without their knowledge is a crime.“

„That depends on who signs the documents. We need results. You need a laboratory and protection.“

„I need full access to maternity ward records. Five regions. Twenty years.“

„It’s already arranged,“ Dragan replied.
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Chapter 3. The Protocol
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Officially: „Perinatal Hormonal Support for High-Risk Pregnancies“. In the encrypted documents: „Project Mosaic“.

The laboratory: twelve people. Kira — first and principal assistant. Only three held the full picture: Veselovsky, Kira, and Dragan.

Pregnant women carrying male foetuses were told: this is standard support, it’s safe. Most agreed immediately. Who would refuse for the sake of their child?

From the twelfth week: epigenetic modulators. He was teaching the male foetus to follow female instructions.

„We are not turning boys into girls,“ he told Kira. „We are correcting an injustice of nature.“

By 2007: two thousand eight hundred and seventeen women.
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Part Two. THE CHILDREN

Chapter 4. Early Results
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The boys were born stronger. Speech developed earlier. MRI scans showed richer inter-hemispheric connections. Veselovsky called it the dawn of a new era.

Kira kept a different table. Quietly. Without his knowledge. She called it simply: „Behaviour“. Something about the children was wrong.
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Chapter 5. A Boy Named Lukas
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Lukas was eight when his dog died. The teacher offered condolences to the class.

„She was old. It was statistically predictable.“

That night, his mother cried into her pillow — she couldn’t remember the last time she had seen anything resembling warmth in her son’s eyes.

Chapter 5a. The Mother

A view from below.

Her name was Eva. When she hugged Lukas, he didn’t hug back. He simply stood. Patiently. The way one stands waiting for something to finish.

Once, when he was twelve, she fell in the kitchen. Lukas came in, looked at her, and asked: „Did you break anything?“ — „No. Just bruised it.“ — „Good,“ he said. And went back to his room.

He asked about the fracture. The right question. The logical one. But he didn’t ask if she was in pain.

When Lukas turned eighteen, he left. He called once a fortnight. Each conversation lasted eight to twelve minutes. She waited for those calls every time. And every time afterwards she sat for a long while with the phone in her hand.

She never learned anything about the programme. She simply lived with what she had. Loved him as best she could.

Perhaps this is the loneliest place in the entire story. Not the laboratory. Not the archive. A woman’s room, where she watches her sleeping son and cannot reach him.
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